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HOLLYWOOD'S 33 TOP HITS 





Recorded Broadcasts Better Than 


Radio, Insures 


Intra-trade buzz-buzz on “The 
Jolson Story” has radio sponsors in- 


terested anew in Al Jolson for a fall | 


but he, like Crosby, com- 
mitted to the recorded show idea. 


series is 


“Recorded programs are better | 
than radio,” the veteran showman 
points out, “as witness the sound- 


mixing in ‘The Jolson Story’ and the 
records I made for Decca. It’s the 
ultimate in programming, 
through a leisurely intersplicing of 
the best elements of your program 
and from the refinements which re- 
corded programs make 
scientifically. 


“Crosby comes to the mike once | 


every Thursday and however he 
does it it 
Sensational. But recorded, 


thing can be sensational. 


“That's my attitude on any radio | 


series I might do. If the jokes lay 
dead we can cut out that portion of 
Static audience reaction,” continues 
Jolson, “and by just punching up 
the weak spots here and there it’s a 
cinch to have a sensational program 
week after week. 

“And the nicest part is that no- 
body knows the difference, or cares, 
for that matter, if it’s a live or re- 
Corded program. Do you or I know 
the difference unless the announcer 
tells you it’s ‘by transcription’?” 

His album of Jolson standards is 


Selling big both in the U. S. and 
England. 


Black Market Paris 
Niteries Prove There’s 


No Middle Class Left 


; Paris, Sept. 24. 
There's no more middle class in 
Paris, and nitery biz demonstrates it 
more than anything else. While the 
Class spots are enjoying a boom to 
(Continued on page 62) 


Troupes See St. Loo Snag 
On Housing If Cards Win 


Bands, among. other traveling 
troupes that are booked into St. 
Louis during the first week and a 
half of October, ‘have their fingers 
crossed against the Cards winning 
the National League baseball pen- 








nant. They see themselves sleeping | 


w park benches in the event 
orld Series comes to that town. 
Hal McIntyre's orch, for instance, 


the 


Which opens at the Tune-Town Ball- 
room, St. Louis, Oct. 5, is already | 


making unusual plans to sleep its 
a the Cards finish on 
hey'll stretch out on cots in the 
ballroom itself. 





Ten Commandments 
Set as Semi-Pop Tune 


Bennee Russell has set the Ten 
°mmandments to music as a semi- 
tee with his own tune to a 
fon te Bible text, plus a pop verse 
he intro, 
Bourne igs publishing.” 


both | 


possible | 


lays there, good, fair or | 
every- | 


top. 


Perfection—Jolson 


+ 





Jolson Hot 
Three-wayebid for Al Jolson’s 
return to radio is expected to 
cue the singer-comedian’s early 
decision to wrap up a sponsor- 
ship deal for the 1946-47 broad- 
casting season. 


Schenley, 
Cresta 
is 


which sponsors the 
Blanca nighttime show, 
anxious to ink Jolson to a 
| contract: so is Milton Biow on 
behalf of his Philip Morris ac- 
| count. But hottest deal at the 
| moment is Kraft Music Hall, 
| with strong possibility that Jol- 
| son may step into the spot held 
| down by Bing Crosby before 
| latter decided he’d rather tran- 
| scribe his shows for Philco. 





Postwar Deb 
Boom Band Biz 


Coming-out parties and_ social 
events of the forthcoming season 
promise to be the most lavish display 
of pomp and ostentation in the mem- 
ory of Meyer Davis’ 30-odd years 





experience in catering to the musi- 
cal desires of the drawing room 
set. Impresario attributes society’s 


splurge of elegance partly to a nat- 
ural reaction to war's curtailed 
fripperies plus debuts of a number 
of girls from America’s best families 
which occur this year through mere 
coincidence. 

Fashionable world added heavy 
coin to its coffers in the inflation- 
ary war years and now, that the 
bars are down, each socialite will 
seek to make his particular function 
as opulent as possible. Cost of music 
alone for the average affair, accord- 
ing to Davis, runs to $5,000. When 
drinks, refreshments, costs of hall, 
other factors are tallied up often the 
present-day nut totals around $25,- 
0060 and upwards. 
| Biggest debbie party of the season 
| will be that of the daughter of the 
| Peter A. B. Wideners of Philadel- 
phia, whose reception will be held 
at Philly’s Hotel Belleyue-Stratford 
with Davis conducting an orchestra 
|of 75 men. Debut of Abby Rocke- 
(Continued on page 62) 
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‘Oklahoma Will Finally 
See You-Know-What 
Chicago, Sept. 24. 
“Oklahoma!” will spend a week in 
Oklahoma City starting Nov. 25, cut- 








ting a week off its 10-week stay 
| here to keep the date in the state 
/it was named afier. This’ll be its 
| first visit there, strangely enough. | 
A Tulsa date is also set for the 
spring. 


| 


State’s governor, Robert Kerr, has | 
Guild | 
since its | 


been yelling at the Theatre 
for three-and-a-half 
most valuable property opened on 
| Broadway, to bring the musical out 
that-a-way. 


vears., 


Hl 


a 


1,000 8. 
Weal 
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Challenge of increasing 


| 
|in the b.o. power of the films it is 
turning out. While the totals on the 
expense sheets are soaring, coin- 
garnering potentialities of the films 
they represent are keeping pace. 
That’s disclosed by the list of the 
world's alltime top grossers, com- 
piled by Variety and _ published 
herewith. It shows that virtually as 
many films hit the magical $4,000,- 
000 domestic rental figure during 
the past year as in the entire history 
of the film industry up to that time. 

A significant fact revealed by the 
list. however, in light of the con- 
stantly soaring costs, is its brevity. 
From the time “The Great Train 
Robbery” was occupying nickel- 
odeon screentime until the present, 
only 33 pictures have returned—or 
are still in release end give promise 
of returning — $4,000,000 or more. 
Of that number, 16 have gone into 

(Continued on page 5) 


Fred (‘No Drudge’) Allen 
Again Planning to Flee 
Radio; Wants B’way Show 


Minneapolis, Sept. 24. 

Here as toastmaster at the North- 
west Variety Club’s hospital dinner, 
Fred Allen announced his plans to 
escape from the “drudgery” of radio 
after the expiration of his present 
39-week contract in order to have 
some fun again by appearing in a 
Broadway show and writing a hu- 
morous book about his early vaude- 
ville days. 

Allen says he’ll about have had 
his fill of radio when he completes 
the contract. It's too nerve-wrack- 
ing and too hard on one’s system 
and there's too much grief attached, 
he avers. In radio, he points out, 
“90° capitalize on the talents and 
efforts of 10° and it gets your goat. 


(Continued on page 62) 








produc- | 
| tion costs is being met by Hollywood | 


| 








| | Tele's New Gimmic 


ass As Bway Prospects—Off to Good Start 





Jr. Musso’s Jive? 


Puodlicity on Romano Musso- 
lini, 18-year-old son of the ill- 
fated Duce, playing with an 
Italian dance band, has at least 
two U. S. talent agencies inter- 
ested in bringing the combo over 
as a freak attraction. 

Romano plays the accordion 
with a tavern combo on the isle 
of Ischie (near Naples), to which 
his mother, Rachelle Mussolini, 
and her family have been exiled. 


Skolsky Bewails 
Bway Fadeout 


Sidney Skolsky, Broadwayite- 
gone-Hollywood, is back in New 
York after 4%2 years and sadly ob- 
serves that “the roadway Assn. 
should really make on _ honest-to- 
gosh effort to save the street before 
it’s too late. It’s worse than Coney 
Island. In fact, it used to be like 
Coney, but now it’s so bad I wish it 
were at least back to Coney Island 
standards, I'm just flabbergasted 
that the Broadway Assn, has blinded 
itself to so much and doesn’t force 
its members to do something about 
it,” he adds. 


“Sure Broadway is a state of 
mind, as you say, and it has moved 
to the East Side, but there is some 
show business left. However, they 
have done nothing to make it ap- 
appealing,” the columnist complains. 
“The legit theatres are particularly 
appalling. The whole street is like 
a second class carnival midway, 
which is why I wish it were back 
to topgrade Coney Island standards.” 

Skolsky, producer of “The Jolson 
Story,” which opens at Radio City 
Music Hall following the incumbent 
“Notorious,” is east for the American 
Veterans Committee dinner being 
tendered Al Jolson. 




















k—Preems of Plays 


By BOB STAHL 


Television’s chief proponents, with 
each new event covered by the 
medium in good style, have always 
come up with the timeworn expres- 
sion that video has finally reached 
maturity and is all set now to go 
full-speed ahead. It's doubtful 
whether these optimists will think 
of anything new to say. but they 
certainly received a solid founda- 
tion on which to base their op- 
timism with WNBT’s airing last 
Sunday (22) night of “Mr. Mer- 
genthwirker’s Lobblies,” first play 
in the new “Broadway Preview” 
project sponsored jointly by NBC 
and the Dramatists’ Guild. 

Plan—and it’s a good one—is for 
NBC to invite leading producers to 
watch the preem performances on 
video and thereby see new plays in 
finished form. Producers in this 
way, it’s believed, can visualize 
whether the shows have any value 
for them. Several top producers 
were present at the teeoff perform- 
ance, along with talent and story 
reps of Columbia, Warners and 
Universal. Whether any of them 

(Continued on page 44) 


Met Diva’s Concert Tour 
Via Plane Piloted By 
Her Husband-Pianist 


Utilizing a Government surplus 
North American AT-6 for transpor- 
tation, Mona Paulee, mezzo-soprano 
of the Met, and her husband-accom- 
panist, Capt. Dean Holt, who'll pilot, 
will shortly take off on an exiended 
concert tour of the U. S. and Can- 
ada. JunKet tees off Sept. 30 with 
initial performance in Toronto and 
winds up some time next May. 

Winner of a Met contract in 1943 
when she came through as a finalist 
in the Auditions of the Air, Miss 
Paulee met Holt in a San Francisco 





nitery where he was leading the 
band and she was a warbler. Dure- 


ing the war he served with the Air 
Transport Command and is still on 
terminal leave. 
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Conducted by PHIL SPITALNY 


Sponsored By 


THE ELECTRIC LIGHT AND 
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Curious Italian Copyright Ruling K.0.s 
Protection for U. §. Pix, Books, Ete. 








Complete lack of copyright pro- + 
tection for all American works in 
Italy was revealed this week with 
news of a recent decision handed 
down by a court in Rome. Far- 


mean that film companies, book pub- 





lishers, music .publishers, authors, | 
songwriters, etc., will have to re-| 
vamp completely their copyrights in 
order to protect their works from 
infringement by Italian organiza- 


tions. News of the decision was an- 
nounced by Herbert M. Karp, copy- 
right attorney for several of the 
major music pubs. 

Italian court’s decision was hand- | 
ed down in a suit filed by the Italian | 
Minnesota Publication Co. against | 
the Jandi Sapi Publishing House, in | 
which the plaintiff sought to estab- | 
lish its right to the exclusive transla- | 
tion in Italy of Sin- | 
clair Lewis’ “It Can’t Happen Here.” 
In finding that Jandi Sapi had a le- 
gal right to translate and publish 
the book, despite the fact that Lewis 
had turned over all Italian rights to 

(Continued on page 62) 


and publ catiol 


Even Magis Will Blame 
It All on That Man 
In the White House 


Things are bad all over, according 
to the Wall Street Journal. Doleful 
over recent market slump, tone of 
Friday's (20) edition of this financial 
spokesman is in the main pessimis- 
tic, and it infers that it would take 
@ magician to get the country back 
on a sound level. 

But the magicians are having 
troubles of their own, according to 
a page-one story in that issue of the 
Journal. In a bylined dispatch from 
Los Angeles by Robert Sullivan, the 
sheet points out that the appearance 
of rabbits from a necromancer’s hat 
is virtually being eliminated by the 
present day hard times. The magico, 
article states, is going broke trying 
to buy food for the lettuce burners, 
and audiences object to fake rabbits. 
In addition, union dues, leave the 
illusionist bereft of personal cabbage. 

With rabbits disappearing instead 
of appearing, the prestidigitator is 
also plagued with material short- 


ages. Magico is handicapped in the 
small trick department because 
copper and brass has disappeared 


since the war, and wood is virtually 
unobtainable. Also silk for the 
streamer tricks is hard to get and 
rayon and nylon are inadequate sub- 
stitutes because of added weight and 
volume. 

The Journal indicates that the 
magician himself is due to disappear 
eventually. 


SHOWMEN RALLYING TO 
GEORGE WHITE’S CAUSE 


George White has discovered that 
in his current troubles he has sud- 
denly developed a bunch of friends 
he lacked when he was at the peak 
of his career. Showman, who 
boasted perhaps fewer close asso- 
ciates than any important figure on 
Broadway or in Hollywood, is about 
to benefit from a “George White 
Fund” to be set up by a group of 
legit and picture people. 

A. L. Berman, Max Gordon, 
Buddy de Sylva and Louis Shurr 
are leaders of the group which is 
trying to aid the former producer, 
now in a California prison camp 
for hit-run driving. Berman, who 
was for many years White's attor- 
ney, left for the Coast over the 
weekend in an effort to aid his for- 
mer client, while others are lending 
the lawyer support and providing 
White with what comforts he is able 
to accept. 


Morris Ernst Starts 
Senate Probe Prelims 


Washington, Sept. 24. 
Morris Ernst, New York lawyer 
and civil liberties advocate, is in 








town to map strategy with Sen. 
James Murray, chairman of the 
Senate Small Business Committee 


for proposed hearings this fall into 
aileged growth of monopolies in 
mewspaper, radio and pix fields, 
Ernst, as revealed some weeks ago, 
was approached by the Senate group 
to head up a study of mass com- 
munications media and lend his 
counsel to hearings on the subject, 
tentatively scheduled to open in 





mid-November. 


Sports Shorts 


Adams columnist 


Cas 


for King Features, will be voice 


spo! ts 





in the telecasts of the Army foot- 


ball games, first assignment hav- 








ing been at West Point Saturday 
(21) when the cadets battered | 
Villanova. Equipment had not | 


293rd WEEK! 


} 
arrived from the Coast, so that | 
telecast was scratched. Goodyear — . ea 
Tires sponsors the Army tele- | KEN MURRAY re 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1946” 


vision shows which go on the air 





over WNBT (NBC). Schedule, El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
which calls for 11 games, 1in- “Best evening’s entertainment in 
cludes two New York University America. Ken Murray is great.” 


pigskin contests and finales with 
the Penn-Cornell annual mixup. 


FRED ALLEN. 








Evening after the Banshees 
luncheon last Wednesday (18), | Reynolds Ankle Broken, | 
Adams turned up at Toot’s 


But Continues ‘Flag’ Spiel | 

Although his left ankle was 
broken in a handball game last 
Thursday (19), Quentin Reynolds 
went on that night to do his narra- 
tion for “A Flag Is Born” at the 
Alvin, N. Y., from crutches. 

He's doing his stint from a wheel- 
chair until show moves to the Adel- 
phi theatre, at the end of four weeks‘ 
run. 


Schor’s with a pocketful of new 
ties, which he autographed and 
gave away to friends, including 
Bill McGuggin, the St. Louis 
sports scribe in town for the 
Louis-Mauriello thriller, Bill 
McCormack of Metro and Al 
Hirshberg, Boston Post's base- 
ball and fight expert. 


N. Y. Football Giants’ requests 
for reserved-seat tickets at the 
Polo Grounds this season 1S 
about 300% over last year, and 
last year in itself produced a 
request record which just 


One of those dramatic occurrences 
took place Sunday night (22) at the 





about suggests the kind of season 
that pro football will have this 
year, and this despite the new 
All-American league as compe- 
tish ... the early-season crowds 
so far have exceeded the wildest 
expectations ... 


Ex-baseball Giant Phil Wein- 
traub, who finished his career 
with the Newark Bears a year 
ago, is now batting in another 
league .. . he’s in the processed- 
foods business, and doing plenty 
okay, too ...Guy Lombardo 
failed in the sweepstakes for the 
big three title of motorboating 
on Sunday (22) when he finished 
second in the President’s Cup 
Regatta on the Potomac, with 
President Truman among the 
large crowd of 50,000 present. 
The bandleader earlier this sea- 
son had annexed the Gold Cup 
and the national sweepstakes. 


Stork Club when Mrs. W. Averell 
(Marie) Harriman came into the 
N. Y. nitery and was “congratulat- 
ed.” Wanting to know for what, she 
was told of her husband’s just- 
announced appointment as Secretary 
of Commerce, succeding Henry A. 
Wallace. 

Mrs. Harriman, w.k. in show busi- 
ness, explained she had only spoken 
to her husband in Paris and that 
most of her trunks were already in 
London, as she was preparing to 
join him at the Court of St. James. 


PATRIC KNOWLES—HERO 


Chicago, Sept. 24. 
Patric Knowles, picture actor, res- 
cued Dave Bright, industrialist, from 
drowning in Lake Michigan Sept. 18. 
Knowles jumped in and saved 
Bright, who fell in while attempt- 
ing to tie a mooring rope to a post. 


THE BRIGHTER 6 


SIDE 
By DAMON RUNYON 


_ “Hello, Chief,” salutes Johnny Broderick, the famous Broadway detec- 
tive, when he gets a big hello from someone he does not immediately 
recognize. 


It is a non-committal cover against not only the possibility of passing 
up somebody of importance that he should know by name but of extending 
recognition to some mugg over and beyond the guy’s merit and rating. 


Ne one however important they think they are can object te “Chief.” 
It is certainly not belittling. On the other hand it does not possess 
that glow that might suggest close friendship or great interest. But 
having thus protected himself against any possible charge of snubbery 
or snobbery, Johnry takes closer visual inventory and if the cir- 
cumstances warrant adds the personal equation, “Oh, hello Damon,” 
or Fred or Bill or whatever. 


Almost everyone has a stall-greeting of that nature—an impersonal 
acknowledgment of acquaintance without further responsibility unti] the 
party of the second part is more definitely identified. It is, I think, pro- 
tection against bad memory and sometimes fading eyesight, I used to have 
one myself, I would simulate enormous affability on being hailed by some- 
one I could not place and shout: 

“Well! Well! Well!” 











Greetings And 
Salutations! 











Observe I did not mention a name. The “wells” apparently radiated 
delight that sometimes astounded the recipient, especially if he were a 
stranger who was only going to ask me for a light. He was apt to be 
even more astounded by the sudden chill that befell, if his hail was pre- 
lude to an attempted touch. 

Ihave made quite a study of greetings and saluations as I have gone 
through life and I find that the mest common is the simple “hello,” 
often prefaced by “oh” or “why” and delivered flatly or with that 
tonal expression that marks the various sizes of the “helle” as. for 


o_o with emphasis on the last syllable, in case of a large “hello,” 
viz: . 


“Oh, hel-lo-0-0-0-o!” 

I like the medium “hello” as the most non-committal salutation of all 
until you have fixed the recipient’s indentity in your mind, and can grade 
him or her accordingly. Louis Sobol, the columnist says “hello, baby,” 
to everyone he greets, but I think that is a little too embracing, and per- 


sonally I could not stand the simpers that befall Louie when he mingles 
with the ladies. 





AN comers are “pal” to Jack Dempsey, the former heavyweight cham- 
pion of the world, or sometimes “pally.” His memory for names and 
faces is nothing to write home about, but he makes everyone think he 
remembers them as if it were but yesterday that last they met. Babe 
Ruth is another “pal” man, too, and Gene Tunney is an “old fellow” chap 
though Gene is not often stumped for names. 

Lew Wortheimer, a well known West Coast sportsman, hails male and 
female with “hello, podner” and in fact his nickname has become “Podner.” 
Mike Lyman, the Los Angeles and Hollywood restaurant man, addresses 
folks whose names he is not sure of as “Neighbor.” Ted Lewis, the band 





leader, covers with “hello, honey,” and Harry Richman, the singer, 


hr i. 





Army 4-1 Over Okla.; Irish, : 











Mich., Alabama Also Faves 


By Harry Wismer 


(ABC Network Sports Commentator) 





King Football is back in all its color and splendor this weekend, with } ig 
games scheduled in all sections of the country. 
The games in the east last week moved along as expected, with powers, 
Army smashing Villanova, 35-0. Davis and Blanchard didn’t play ong. 
but long enough to make victory secure. Army plays Oklahoma this eek 
at the Point and should win, although the Army coaching staff knows 


: ttle 
of the Sooners’ strength. 

In the middlewest two big games hold the spotlight, Notre Dame-] nole 
and Michigan-Indiana. Frank Leahy’s coaching ability plus a wealth a 
material make the Irish one of the most feared teams in the nation In. 
diana, smarting under a crushing defeat at the hands of Cincinnati, wi) 
be no match for the Wolverines. 

Down south the two big tests will be Alabama-Tulane, Georgia Tech- 
Tennessee. Frank Thomas's Rose Bowl team will be dynamite all year Jeq 
by Harry Gilmer, while Coach Neyland at Tennessee will bring that schoo] 
back to its former prominence in the sport. 

In the far west Southern California again will be strong. And Wash- 
ington State won't stop it this Saturday. St. Mary’s last year's Sugar 


Bowl team, sparked by Herman Wedemeyer, will be too tough for Wash. 
ington, while intersectional flavor is found in the Wisconsin-California 


affair. The Badgers, fresh from their win over Marquette, will enjoy 
their trip home. 
Texas Christian, Texas A & M and Texas all swing into action thie 


weekend, and all three will be stronger then last year. It won't be long 
before Southwestern Conference football will be back to its high prewar 
level, 

Pro Football 

National football league competition begins with a real gusto this week. 
end, with two games drawing the spotlight, the Rams and Eagles in Los 
Angeles, and the Packers and Bears struggle at Green Bay. 

The All-American conference has some top games cOming up also. The 
two headline tilts find the Chicago Rockets tangling with the San Fran- 
cisco 49-ers, and the boys from the Golden Gate led by Norm Siandlee 
and Frankie Albert, should win easily. In the other topnotcher the Cleve- 
land Browns and New York Yankees get together. 

The games: 


COLLEGE 


GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Army-Okla. ... 0 .. 4) 
Boston College-Wake Forest (Fri. nite)..... A a ae 8-5 
ane ere | ere 4-] 
Cornell-Bucknell .............. | 5-1 
Dartmouth-Holy Cross ........ eee eee eee ‘ 6-5 
ek. re ee eee ree gor Co era, 5-1 
Pittsburgh-West Va. are eS eae 7-5 
Temple-So. Methodist (Fri. nite)...... Trt  .. verre 6-5 
Notre Dame-lIllinois . Tere es oS eee 6-5 
Indiana-Michigan TOL 2-1 
Iowa-Purdue Se Cee oe ee ee ee ee . ar 7-5 
Iowa State-Northwestern » PEs, 2esee 13-5 
Minnesota-Nebraska ee ll re 2-1 
py re rr RPEN MN had ceeessvanes 6-1 
oo ee Okla. A&M .,. 2-1 
Po rrr — Saree 6-5 
Alabama-Tulane..... Aes ee a ee .. Alabama 8-5 
Cincinnati-Kentucky (Sat. nite)........... 0 BE ee eee ey 6-5 
Clemson-Georgia (Fri. nite). . . Georgia 4-1 
Duke-No. Car. State........... .. Duke 8-5 
pgog ee , ere ere Terres 6-5 
Georgia Tech-Tennessee ........... Sr rere tr ee 7-5 
ee a a eee rrr eer rrr rere 8-5 
Baylor-Texas Christian .................06. 7 Sree 7-5 
Texas A&M-Texas Tech.............. civ BOM ABR occas 7-5 
EY ee ee rere aa 9-5 
oe BS ere? re mene 6-5 
So. Cal.-Wash. State (Fri. nite)............. _ A Sree LEE Sarg 
sn cs Cad adamawadie bia . , rire. 8-5 


(Games are played Saturday afternoon, unless otherwise stated ) 


PROFESSIONAL 
(NATIONAL LEAGUE) 


GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Chicago Bears-Green Bay.................. EE ob locad ae aswet Le 
Bpmerees BNNs CAPES. . . icdcccciccccdoss Cards . Meda cae ae 
Philly Eagles-L. A. Rams................... SENT 
Pitt Steelers-Wash. Redskins............. (se Wadehesi sees 8-5 
Giants-Yanks (Mon. nite).................. Giants ..... ereceed keds 8-5 

ALL-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
Buffalo Bisons-Chi Rockets (Wed. nite, 25).. Rockets ......... 7-5 
L. A. Dons-Buffalo Bisons..... DNs amt eee eC haateves cae oe 2-1 
N. Y. Yankees-Cleveland Browns...... Browns ......... 6-5 
San Francisco-Chi Rockets..... BEE dé duns ends 7-5 


(Games are played Sunday afternoon unless otherwise stated) 


——— 





sometimes overwhelms total strangers with his effusive “hello,” sweetheart” 
when he is trying to think of their names. 


Abe Attell, the former featherweight champion of the world, calls 
everyone “Champ” and Philly Lewis, a fight manager, rarely addresses 
an acquaintance other than as “hello, sonny boy,” though the gee may 
be stepping on a long white beard. A salutation becomes a habit with 
aman. George Givot, the actor with the Greek accent, hailed one 
and all with “’Allo, Sport.” 


Mendel Yudelovitch, the pants maker and former horse player, know? 
along Broadway as “Little Mendel,” says “hello, Sugar Plum,” often 
accompanying the greeting with a pinch of the cheek of the grectee, #” 
eperation that sometimes startled the hard boiled citizens of Lindy Drive 
until they became accustomed to it. 


Winchell says “hello, pop” to adults and babes in arms. Johnny Keyes; 
the old time so-called “Mayor of Chinatown,” called everyone “Covsin 
or just “Couz.” Harry Fisher the Fifth avenue jeweler’s greeting. whe" 
he is in doubt of a name or even when he isn't, is “hello, darling’ bey* 
Irwin, the West Coast booking agent, is one of those “hello, darling’ boys: 
especially to the dames, a type of salutation that I find is highly favored 
by agents. 

My older readers will perhaps remember “Ah, there” and “howdy” and 
“hah-juh-do” but I doubt if any of them will recall just plain “good 
morning” and “good evening” and “good day.” They were too far back. 
And now, dear friends, I ask your indulgence while I go out and be!t @ 
guy I know who says, instead of just good-bye, “be seein’ you. 

Copyright, 1946, King Features Syndicate, Inc. Distributed by Iie '4e- 
tional News Service. 


(Reprinted by permissién from N. Y. Journal-American, Sept. 19, 1946.) 
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Telecasts of ‘Jolson’ Spot, ‘Razor's 


Preem Presage More Tele-Pix Tieins 


Indications of a closer and more 
amicable relationship between tele- 
vision and the film industry were 
geen this week as Columbia Pictures 
took advantage of the supposedly 
large audience tuned into the Louis- 
Mauriello fight telecast to run a 
trailer on “The Jolson Story” over 
WNBT (NBC, N. Y.), and NBC an- 
nounced it would televise the cere- 
monies at the Broadway world 
preem of 20th-Fox's “Razor's Edge.” 
slated for the Roxy theatre on 
Nov. 19. . 

Relations between the two indus- 
tries heretofore hav . been practically 
stalemated, with the major film pro- 
ducers apparently not knowing what 
video would mean in the way of 
potential competition and, conse- 
quently, casting a skeptical glance 
at any proposals for cooperation. 

With 20th-Fox and Metro having 
withdrawn their applications for tele 
station permits, Paramount is the 
only one of the majors retaining a 
working interest in the new medi- 
um. Par, besides its affiliation with 
DuMont, also operates an experi- 
mental station on the Coast and cur- 
rently has applications pending for 
a tele network under Television 
Productions, a Par subsidiary. RKO 
Television, an RKO-Pathe subsid, is 
currently engaged in the production 
of films for tele. 

Video proponents have long 
claimed that television would be a 
natural ad medium for films but, so 


(Continued on page 31) 


Nick Scheack Lichtman 
And Mayer Deny Those 





Metro Studio Rumors 


Reports persisted last week that 
“important” changes in Metro’s top 
production personnel were impend- 
ing. They included rumors that 
Louis B. Mayer would resign his 
post as production chief. Both 
Mayer and Nicholas Schenck, Metro 
prexy, went on record to declare the 
reports untrue. 

Upping of Sam Katz a couple 
weeks ago to join Al Lichtman and 
Moe Siegel as Mayer's immediate 
assistants apparently had something 
to do with setting off the new round 
of rumors. Latest talk has had 
Lichtman or Katz slated to fill 
Mayer's spot, although there’s no 
logical explanation being heard on 
why Mayer should quit. All the 
talk started following an announce- 
ment issued by Schenck, after his 
recent trip to the Coast, to the ef- 
fect that the company was taking 
Steps to pare production costs. 

Mayer was vehement in_ his 
denials when questioned in Holly- 
wood. “There isn’t a shred or par- 
ticle or iota, or whatever is smaller 
than that, of truth in that report,” 
he said. “As long as Nicholas 

(Continued on page 29) 


Johnston’s Party of 4 To 
0.0. Europe 6-7 Weeks 


Eric Johnston, who was slated to 
leave for Europe Monday (23), has 
delayed his departure until next 
Wednesday (2). It was believed in 
some quarters that mention of the 
Motion Picture Association prexy as 
® Possible successor to Henry Wal- 
ace in the Secretary of Commerce 
Post had led to the postponement. 
Delay had actually been decided on, 
lowever, before Wallace’s bowout, 
it has been learned. 

Accompanying Johnston 
r the Six Or seven-week tour of 
so a will be Joyce O'Hara, his 
- Sistant; Gerald Mayer, his aide on 
reign affairs, and Gerald Movius, 





abroad 


of his Washington staff, who assists | 


On writing hi 
Matters, Seen ee 
Although Johnston was named as 
ong 2 choice for the Commerce post 
4 Washington handicappers after 
on Wallace blowup last week, an- 
: er film exec was also being men- 
Oned—Donald Nelson. Former head 


+ 





Buchman’s 10% Bonus 


Sidney Buchman, head of his 
own indie unit via Columbia 
Pictures, did such a pitch-in on 
“The Jolson Story,” as general 
factotum to Sidney Skolsky, the 
producer, that he was bonused 
in spades. 

Harry Cohn, on behalf of Col, 
gave Buchman a 5% slice in the 
pic and Al Jolson gave him an 
extra 5% from his share. The 
star, whose biog was produced 
as a package by Skolsky, natur- 
ally gave the latter a fancy cut 
on the biopic, as did Harry Cohn, 
prez of Col. They were not ob- 
ligated to do so as Skolsky re- 
ceived special recommendation 
as producer. 








Par Adding To 


With a schedule that calls for re- 
lease of only two pix from now to 
the end of the year while its studios 
hum with heavy production activi- 
ties, Paramount will have the great- 
est backlog of films on its shelves 
by Jan. 1, 47, in the history of the 
company. Pile-up of Par pix which 
stems from a combo of wartime stu- 
dio conditions plus recent slow-sell- 
ing dictated by decree’s new meth- 
ods will act as a cushion for current 
labor unrest though not q result 
of long-term crystal-ball gazing. 


Par has at hand 22 completed and 
unreleased films. Currently before 
the cameras and nearing windup are 
six more while 21 added pix are 
being readied for the cameras, In- 
dicating how long some of these pix 
have been in the cans, “Two Years 
Before the Mast,” a major Par opus, 
which only preems this week has 
been gathering dust for the past 
three years. Another top opus, the 
Technicolor “California,” is already 
eight months old, with no indications 
as to release date. 

During wartime, order of the day 
was to make as many pix as pos- 
sible regardless of releasing slate 
requirements. With availability of 
rawstock and labor hi ~ ly uncertain, 
Par toppers wanted to reap while 
they could. War pix, as topical, were 
set for release immediately after 
completition while films such as 
“Two Years,” without topical, slants 
were stored high up on the shelves. 

Consequently, with only “Two 
Years” and “Blue Skies” set for '46 
release, Par officials estimate that 
the company will have minimum of 
35 pix racked by the end of the year. 
Two pix in four months pace com- 
pares with ordinary rate of release 
of five films every two months. Slow 
rate is being adopted sc that sales 
execs can feel their way ahead care- 
\fully with test sales in the unfamil- 
iar auction selling territory. 


SAM BISCHOFF’S FOUR 
PIX FOR UA RELEASE 


United Artists’ board of directors, 
meeting in New York yesterday 
(Tuesday), approved deal by which 
{Sam Bischoff will produce four pic- 
tures for UA release. Long-term 
pact for the former Columbia pro- 
ducer calls for three George Raft 
starrers, plus a film version of “The 
| Pitfall,” novel by Jay Dratler, which 
| will be published this fall. 

UA board meeting was a continua- 
ition of the previous Tuesday’s ses- 
sion. Number of other minor mat- 
ters were discussed, but directors 
skipped all discussion of UA'’s re- 
joining Motion Picture Association. 
There was also no mention of “The 
Outlaw,” company execs taking the 
attitude that UA would continue 











of the War Production Board is now distribution despite withdrawal of 


Prexy of the Societ 
y of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers. 


'Production Code Administration 


seal. 


Prod. Backlog 


y, 


i“Claudia and David” (20th), “If I’m 





UVERREAD CUES 
PRODUCT FLOW 


Charge that major company pro- 
ducers are creating an artificial 
product shortage by a slowdown of 
the releasing tempo of pictures was 
scouted this week by Barney Bal- 
aban, Paramount prexy, who termed 
any such practice as “hurting the 
affiliated theatres more than the in- 
dependent exhibitors.” Replying to 
the assertion made by Abram S. 
Myers, general counsel of Allied 
States Exhibitors, and other Allied 
members, Balaban declared that re- 
quirements of studio overhead, for- 
eign markets and affiliated theatres 
of the majors negated a product 
pinch policy and made such indie 
claims totally unfounded. 

At the same time, Balaban dis- 
counted arguments that a product 
shortage had been planned to open 
the door to the release of a flock of 
reissues at high rentals in the near 
future. Sounding a warning to the 
entire industry, Balaban said “in 
view of the uncertain labor condi- 
tions at the studios today, it would 
be folly to release a large number 
of reissues now when we may have 
to fall back on them later on to keep 
the theatres open.” It is conceivable, 
he explained, that Paramount may 
exhaust its backlog of pix because 

(Continued on page 20) 


Robt. Benjamin’s Law 
Firm Partnered in Many 
Interlocking Pix Cos. 


Election of Robert Benjamin to the 
board of Universal Pictures last 
week marks the eighth executive 
position the attorney holds in the 
complicated associations in this 
country of British film magnate J. 
Arthur Rank. It is also the 10th exec 
post in affiliates of the Rank empire 
held by a member of Benjamin’s law 
firm, Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & 
Krim. 

Firm, which has long been active 
in representing film industry clients, 
is now among the most active in the 
country in that field. As with most 
other firms, partners in Phillips, Ni- 
zer, Benjamin & Krim turn in all 
of their earnings as execs of out- 
side companies to the firm’s treas- 
ury and draw a stipulated weekly 
sum from it as each individual’s 
share of the take. 

Titles in the Rank affiliates held 

(Continued on page 18) 


~ Par, Dietrich Ink Pact 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Paramount inked Marlene Dietrich 
to a contract calling for one picture 
annually for seven years. 

Star signed her first Paramount 
pact in 1930, when she was brought 
here from Europe for “Morocco,” 
but has been a freelance since 1937. 
Currently she is playing in “Golden 
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Color Only—Pickford 


Black-and-white pictures will 
be as obsolete as silents as soon 
as Technicolor and other tint 
outfits can increase processing 
facilities sufficiently to meet the 
demand, Mary Pickford prophe- 
sied in New York (Monday 23). 

Oft-made point that some 





films lend themselves better to 
b.-and-w. than chromo treat- 
ment brought the reminder 
from Miss Pickford that the 
same thing was claimed about 


silent pictures when the talkers 
Started to make inroads. Action 
pix were said at the time to be 


better suited for silence than 
sound, but how many action 
films are made silent today?, 


Miss Pickford queried. 





Mary Pickford Charges Prod. Code 
Favors Big 5 at Expense of Indies 


+ Administration of the Motion Pic- 


lture Association’s Production Code 
is loaded in favor of the Big Five 
and is hurting the indies, Mary Pick- 
ford charged in New York yester- 
day (Tuesday). She said she was 
planning to canvass independent 
producers on her return to the Coast 
next week with a view toward get- 
ting changes made which would give 
indies equal voice with the majors 








Pitt Power Strike 
Stems Show Biz 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 24. 
Paralyzing strike today (Tues.) by 
utility workers against the Du- 
quesne Power Co., which services 
the entire Pittsburgh area with elec- 
tricity, is grinding the wheels of city 
life to a dead stop with a disastrous 
effect upon show business. 
With the strike only a few hours 
old, 50 of the 65 theatres in the city 
have been forced to close due to a 
power lack. Remaining 15 houses, 
mostly in the downtown area, are 
remaining open with electricity be- 
ing supplied from own generators 
installed last year. Town’s only 
legit theatre, the Nixon, where “Fol- 
low The Girls” is playing, also is 
operating with an auxiliary power 
(Continued on page 31) 


FLOCK OF H’WOODIANS 
CONVERGING ON N. Y. 


New York is topheavy this week 
with Hollywood players and execs 
and promised to be even more so 
had the crucial strike situation on 
the Coast not held many production 
toppers close to their desks. Among 
those east are Joe Mankiewicz, 
Walter Wanger and Joan Bennett, 
Al Jolson, Lester Cowan, Mary 
Pickford and Buddy Rogers, Ralph 
Cohn, Mr. and Mrs. Al Lichtman, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Lew Schreiber. 
Ben Piazza arrives tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Also Charles Laughton, Sidney 
Skolsky, Gene Autry, Brian Don- 
levy, Mr. and Mrs. Pandro Berman, 
Jerry Horwin and Robert Mont- 
gomery. William Perlberg nad been 
east for two weeks and returned to | 











Earrings” on the same lot. 


the Coast Sunday (22). 





Late heat wave plus prevalence 
of holdovers and continued runs in 
many key cities covered by Variety 
are taking the wind out of some of 
the formerly high-sailing grossers 
this week. Again ‘biz is badly split 
up outside of the first four toppers. 
These are “Notorious” (RKO), 
“Big Sleep” (WB), “Monsieur Beau- 
caire” (Par) and “Holiday in Mexi- 
(M-G) in about that order. “No- 
torious” is leading “Big Sleep” for 
biggest coin, but “Beaucuaire” is not 
far away in third slot. 

Others in the first 12 are “Canyon 
Passage” (U) “Caesar” (UA), 


anv 
tu 





Lucky” (20th), “Killers” (U), “Mar- 
tha Ivers” (Par), “Courage of Las- 
sie’ (M-G) and “To Each His Own” 
(Par). “Passage,” “Cleo,” “Claud- 
ia” and “Lucky” are in the bigger 
money in order named. 


“Searching Wind” (Par) continues 








a major disappointment, being mild 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Heat and Holdovers Slow Pace—‘Notorious,’ ‘Sleep,’ 
‘Beaucaire,’ ‘Mexico’ 


Lead Big Grossers 


in judgment on PCA-ordered dele- 
tions and alterations. 

“As things stand now,” Miss Pick- 
|ford told Variety, “the Bic Five are 
|both Congress and the Supreme 
Court. They not only make the 


rules, but they sit in judgment on 
the operation of them, so that an 
independent has no recourse. Inas- 
much as we must live under the 
Code, we want some say in its cons 
tent and administration.” 

Miss Pickford, a one-third owner 
of United Artists, mad> clear that 
“The Outlaw,” which UA is dis- 
tributing, had nothing to do with 
her resentment. Sh+ said she felt 
qualified to talk on the subject of 
the Code since her nam: had always 
been associated with nothing but 
the cleanest of pictures. 

The Code is administered one way 
for the Big Five members, who con- 
trol its administration, and another 
way for indies, Miss Pickford de- 
clared. 

This echoes a charge made 
British producers recently 

(Continued on page 29) 


Danny Kaye’s Indie May 
Be With Armand Deutsch 


Yon by Danny Kaye to join the 
indie producer ranks when his cure 
rent pact witn Samuel Goldwyn is 
up may resuit in an association with 
Armand Deutsch, prez of Story Pro- 
ductions. Deutsch and Kaye are close 
friends and have discussed possibil- 
ity of the SP topper and heir to the 
Rosenwald estate giving financial 
backing to the comic for his own 
unit. 

Deutsch’s association with Kaye 
hinges on latter locating a suitable 
story for himself. He has one more 
picture to go for Goldwyn. SP, in 
which Deutsch is partnered with Hal 
Horne, just closed a deal with United 
Artists for release of its initial pic, 
“This Side of Innocence.” 


by 
that 


























or slow in nearly every spot re-, 
ported this week. Although in | 
seven cities, it looks to do less biz | 
than several others playing in only | 
three or four spots. For instance, | 
“Night and Day” (WB) is nearly as | 
strong although currently just in | 
three towns. 

“The Stranger” (RKO), which had | 
additional bookings this stanza, came | 
close to getting into the first 12 lists. | 
“Lucky,” which is rated slow in Los | 
Angeles and moderate in San Fran- 
cisco, is terrif $34,000 in its initial 
week on Broadway at the Victoria. 
“Gallant Journey” (Col) isn’t shap- 
ing up well on showings made this 
frame. “Scandal in Paris” (UA) 
also looks to be another disappoint- 
er, being light in Minneapolis and 
N. Y., and mild in Boston. 

“Black Angel” (U), which opens 
in N. Y. today, looks a modest entry 
in Boston and Baltimore. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 14-15). 
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All-Time Top Grossers 


Following pictures have already achieved, or give promise 
on basis of grosses to date, $4,000,000 in domestic rentals: 


Gone With the Wind (M-G) (1939) 


of achieving 


. .$20,000,000 
































This Is the Army (WB) (1943) 8,500,000 
Bells of St. Mary’s =) WHET CS krdis oe da aha geadien te 7,000,000 . ae ro wae om eng 
2 & , . e ateria Ox ias 
rng, ad ee ee a ghiasan th sss tx cer seeesive . Ser we Those Lil Things take a $215,000 gamble on Ken- 
For Whom the Bell Tolls (Par) (1943) .. ci 6,300,000 An unprecedented drive to hoist . Biren Patan . a, a? Sateen wane 
Snow White and the Seven Dw: aris (RKO) (1937).......66. 6,000,000 | local amusement taxes during State | Last-minute erienng of the a < "ai "me ely . ne pang erat 
Leave Her to Heaven (20th } SP oe vce ees ...+ 5,750,000 | legislature and municipality gov- | Goldwyn Girls by British in- | - ™. * = y, - peace “ ne 
ile PANNE MT IN cn snk css ssnvcedivessccennoenwes 5,500,000 |erning board sessions in 1946-47 is| formation Service a ae New pe on yo git ac. tena Gin 
Saratoga Trunk (WB) (1945)... 002.0... ccece cease eee . $900,000 | definitely in the wind. Entertain-} OSE before they leh for Eng- | Oot of ita kind in induster history 
OGUUEUUUE SERUD SOEs os cin hese cccesccresceecnccecess 5,500,000 ment tax boost throughout the U. S. | land nent week resulted + nl | the josh ccakis heukan tein tne 
Song of Bernadette (20th) (1943)... 2.0... ee cea - 5,000,000 | is considered inevitable by taxpayer | large-scale eleventh-hour _shoe- pear te py ole png Me coeiones 
Meet Me 1A Bt Bee: COE) (1DGD) . osc icc cccisesecveaces 5,000,000 | associations and industry experts be- | buying expedition. Gals ned pro oiiin Bert aa on ‘then bisis 
ive Biimawee Cie) CRORE) so. soi co ces cdscecesadccegees - 5,000,000 ause of a combination of postwar | — open-toe affairs, which of cos and one-half page synposis 
Weekend at the Waldorf (M-G) (1945)..................... 4,900,000 Pell such as an increase of 35% | BIS _pointed out were entirely ot Pig eli fiers Rive, ps so 
Ziegfeld Follies (M-G) (1946) 4,750,000 {to 50° in running local govern-} impractical at this season of the lishers and peed the fact ote the 
Anchors Aweigh (M-G) (1945) 4,500,000 | mente: early initiation of costly mu- | bgp hone Britain. a . pret Guild had onhninhed rene 
Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse (M-G) (1921) ..eee 4,500,000 | nicipal improvement construction | Likewise on BIS advice, Gold- isa = in ‘aehaction ae sens tiie 
P Lost Weekend (Par) (1945)............... ec ceaaeeeeeeeee. 4,500,000 | which marked time during the war; | pica offices had the femmes — 4 — 9 gies 
Random Harvest (M-G) (1942)............... cc cece eee es 4,500,000 |and the necessity of boosting wages | companied by their own crates | 4Ty. . . 
ne We EY SIE bikes es bedeccdsccavececcabecaa 4,500,000 | of civil service employees to meet | of Lux and Kleenex. | There were many unusual aspects 
Since You Went Away (UA) (1944)........ 4,500,000 the current high living costs. a e deal, grrr: pgp saad bow mh 
Spellbound (UA) (1945)... athe oud, eae 4,500,000 | prophesied lift in entertainment | | ome a” ote ae hn gate 
Stagedoor Canteen (UA) (1943). . tok NE Lida ere irs eA 4,500,000 bite along with new sales taxes and | M t | M k | pushed ‘te the Pie Ps Rudieaee 
Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo (M-G) DUGG X pu aed oes a@enas een 4,500,000 further nicks on utilities and per- | e ro ay a é Authesity retin ah ag pete 
Thrill of a Romance (M-G) oo) area arene cote t 4,500,000 sonal incomes was highlighted at the | edie idtaeion tn the ‘ties vat on 
Valley ot Tebmeerom ChErEs) CIGGG) oc ccs ccs cscasevcdensneee 4,500,000 32d annual meeting of the Govern- | dating the onst tow weeks, Pox ests 
Hollywood Canteen (WB) | RA See me ene een 4,200,000 mental Research Assn. held last | P -P od. ) | lscreen rights for 10 years. at the 
Ben-Hur SINE yisep ics orca Kab a CARY Aas 6 bb 64s cS - 4,000,000 | week at Magnolia, Miss. Reps of | re- i Fa S | end of which time it can obtain 
Dolly Sisters (20th) (1945)... SHR s eer eeseee senses seenees 4,000,000 | some 150 taxpayers associations and | | them in perpetuity by payment of 
Kid From Brooklyn 8) RG PPerreerrreerecer erry t 4,000,000 | research groups saw nothing but grey | $20,000. Company must also pay 
Reap the Wild WEE SEED CEDURES veces cecsdvercsecesseeens 4,000,000 skies ahead in the forthcoming year, () L d Pl Saute Gar ome counéhee, oither Bnd 
Singing Fool RN ie on kgs ob ee NN Td ww Ae K eRe 4,000,000 with show biz, particularly film md 1] on On ays or after the 10-year period. Roberts 
ee ee SE ES ihe s PKK AS CHEE AAO Ln Ne oR AN 4,000,000 | atres, due for hard tax blows. gets his $215,000 paid to him in even 
— ¥| Pointed out during the conference,| While Metro refuses to participate 











installments over the 10 years. 

On the basis of the author’s repu- 
tation as a writer of best-sellers and 
the fact that the book is virtually 
guaranteed a sale of over 1,000,000 
copies, Fox didn’t feel it was taking 
too much of a chance. Literary 


in any way in Broadway legit pro- 
duction, it will enter into pre-pro- 
duction deals in London, Mrs. Carol 
Brandt, head of the eastern story 
department, disclosed last week. Mrs. 
Brandt planes out today (Wednes- 


land confirmed by other sources, is | 
ithe fact that construction work run- 
ining into many billions of dollars 
| are on the must list of municipalities 
with the added proviso that current 
tax income will not meet the costs. 


Hollywood’s 33 Top Hits 








Continued from page 1 


distribution since Jan. 1, 1945. A} 











control and other factors over which 











total of approximately 550 pictures 
has been released in that period. 
General inflation of U. S. economy 
naturally is in large measure ac- 
countable for the increasing number 
of pictures edging their way into 
the $4,060,000 golden circle. How- 
ever generally good business alone 
isn't enough to push a film into 
that stratospheric area. As Edwin 
Aaron, Metro’s assistant general 
salesmanager, pointed out the other 
day: You can’t get a picture into 
the $4,000,000 bracket by charging 
high terms or high admission fees 
or anything else but extended play- 
ing time. And extended playing 
time is achieved only by pictures 
with an especially heavy charge of 
b.o. ingredients—whatever they are. 
What makes a top-grosser is nat- 
urally a question that is becoming 
increasingly acute in Hollywood. 
List of the alltime high coin-grab- 
bers discloses there’s no simple 
formula for success. Aside from 
such elemental facts as that a star 
Or stars are a virtual necessity for 
landing a film in the golden circle, 


they reveal little in common. Here's 

@ rough breakdown by type: 
Ee re ee 6 
Costume drama .............. 5 
Patriotic or war.............. 5 
I i a i a a a 5 
Religious theme ............. 3 
Se eee 2 
Adventure drama ........... 2 
Comedy drama .............. 2 
_-,., ser re Sarre 2 
WED Pi Ret chceess is aecuees 1 


Rarity of $4,000,000 films will come 
as somewhat of a surprise to those 
not intimately familiar with indus- 


try financial matters and to those 
outside the industry who vision | 
every 


Hollywood effort as pinge | 
na billion or so dollars. Only 

pictures have brought—or give can 
of bringing—in $5, 000,000 or more. 


Only encouragement in view of | 
Mounting expenditures going into 
important product is that rapidly 


®xpanding $4,000,000 golden circle. 


Ore than one picture a year had 
never 


reached it until 1942, when | 

three achieved it. Here's the lineup: 
_. , MPR ihe pepe 1 
_ _ Sea e 1 
WUT basckcks 60600604 kee 888 1 
PSE REIS mne” 1 
RY Beate ka ‘se 
CMe Snare ; 
eee Be 3 
1943, A eR tie 4 
_ etre niga acca ae 
DU NM ee aici eae 13 
1946 


More important than star or theme | 
Production values in getting a} 
picture out of the ordinary 
usiness classification and into the | 
— circle, according to distribu- 
— *xecs, is a rare amalgam of fac- 
S Over which the producer 


or 


has ' 


he has no power whatsoever. 

Every picture, it is pointed out, 
ihas its own “characteristic of liqui- 
| dation.” And that characteristic is 
influenced by such factors as the 
weather, holidays and world events, 


Major portion of any film’s income 
is received during the first eight to | 
10 weeks of its release. If a few 
of those weeks are unduly hot or cold 
or wet, itll be reflected in the total 
gross. 

Similarly there are other factors 
Such as the death of Roosevelt, 
which hit film business. If a picture 
happened to be going into release 
right then, it could easily have suf- 
fered sufficient damage to its b.o. 
potential to keep it out of the golden 
circle. 

While accurate income figures are 
naturally regarded as_ confidential 
by the companies and are thus hard 
to come by, those in the accompany- 
ing box have been checked and 
cross-checked and are believed cor- 
rect, with a leaning, if any, to the 
conservative side. Here’s the way 
pictures in the golden circle line up 
| by companies: 

Metro 





i eee ° 
Universal 
} Columbia 


° 
. 
cure ew 


in the close or doubtful category. 
They include “Harvey Girls,” “Ad- 
| venture,” “Green Years” and “Easy 
to Wed,” from Metro; “Smoky,” 
i\“Anna and the King of Siam” and 
“Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” 
| Fox; “Lady in the Dark,” “Story of | 
Dr. Wassell” and “Star Spangled 
3 | Rhythm, ” from Paramount; “Night 
| and Day,” “Sgt. York,” “To Have or 
| Have Not,” “Mildred Pierce” and 

“Rhapsody in Blue,” from Warner 
| Bros.; “Spanish Main,” from RKO, 
| and “Song to Remember” and) 
| “Gilda,” from Columbia. 


Some of the pictures back farther | 


in history are more difficult to as- 
sess. “Birth of a Nation” (UA), for 
|instance, is quoted at from $3,500,- 
1000 to $18,000,000. In light of ad- 
|mission prices and film rentals at 
ithe time (1915), most trade vets are 
_inclined to accept the lower figure. 
|Then there are “The Covered 
|Wagon” and “10 Commandments,” 


both released by Paramount in 1923, | 


‘which are credited with $3,500,000 
;and $2,500,000 respectively. 

| ss tiaeame 

U’S REGULAR 50c DIVVY 


Universal’s board of directors last 





|50c per share on the company’s com- | 
| mon stock. 

Melon is payable Oct. 31 to stock- 
holders of record Oct. 15. 


during the weeks it hits key theatres. | 


There are piles of other pictures | 


from | 


|!which has a 
| $450,000,000 in construction 
lis, which will spend $80,000,000, and 
New Orleans, whose transportation 
| requirements alone demand $40,000,- 


(Continued on page 18) 








2 B’way Houses, Next 
To Each Other, Will 


‘Duel’ Day-Date in Dec. 


“Duel in the Sun” will open simul- 
taneously at the Actor and Victoria 
on Broadway in December, accord- 
ing to present plans of producer 
David O. Selznick. Arrangement 
has been made, it is said, for Sam- 
uel Goldwyn’s “Best Years of Our 
Lives,” which has equal priority on 
the Astor, to open at another house. 
Which one hasn't been determined 
as yet. 


Possibility of a conflict existed 
between Goldwyn and Selznick for 
the Astor, on which they have a 
sharing agreement with Maurice 
Maurer, who operates it. Goldwyn’s 
acquiescence to Selznick’s desire to 
preem the pic simultaneously in the 
two theatres, which are practically 
next door to each other, provided 
the solution to the situation. 

“Duel” will have its world preem 
in Dallas in December. 


Ted O'Shea Gandering 
| Capra’s Ist for Liberty 


Ted O'Shea, sales. chief for 
Liberty Films is now on the Coast 
to, huddle with Sam Briskin, out- 

s exec producer, 
ta Liberty partner, 








who just 





O’Shea will gander the pic, which | 


|Exainples cited were Los Angeles, 
wartime backlog of 
work 
waiting the starting gun; Minneapo- 


and Frank | 


completed “It's a Wonderful Life.” | 


day) for six weeks in England and 
France. She may make some Lon- 
don legit deals while there. 


Situation so far as backing plays 
abroad is concerned is completely 





| the reason for the difference in Me- 
| tro’s attitude, Mrs. Brandt explained. 
| Not only can a very good production 
|b: staged in London for $10,000, she 
said, but a film company can on a 
much more liberal basis than in the 
U. S., sew up rights in advance of 
appearance of a show on the boards. 
(Dramatists’ Guild agreement in this 
country provides that a play must 
be offered for competitive bidding 
t all studios after production, de- 
spite backing from a particular com- 
pany.) 

Repping Metro in any pre-produc- 
tion deals and probably acting as 
producer of any play it backs will 
be the agency of Linnett & Dunfee, 
Mrs. Brandt said. She also disclosed 
that Metro will run a prize contest 
in France for the best novel, some- 
what similar to the $125,00f prize 


in this country. French winner will | 
ge. about $25,000, plus $50,009 if the | 
book is published in the U. S., ac- 
cording to present plans, which have 
not yet been completely worked out. 
Instead of being open to all publish- 
ers, as it is here, contest will be 
worked through a single Paris pub- 
lisher,. Gallimard, the femme story 
exec declared. 

In Metro’s aim to line up novels 
from abroad, Mrs. Brandt said, she 
will offer subsidies to writers in 
England and France. They will 
| amount to slightly less than the $50 
to $100 a week which the company 
offers in the U. S., but they will | 
similarly give Metro an option on 
the work so financed. 

This is Mrs. Brandt’s second trip 
|to Europe this year. She was abroad | 
|last spring. Her object is to make 
about three trips a year, she said, 








different from New York, which is: 


Guild puts out about 800,000 copies 
and Doubleday, the publishers, is 
guaranteeing a trade edition of 200,- 
000 copies. One of the unique angles 
of the deal is that Roberts is to give 
$15,000 of the coin he gets from 


(Continued on page 29) 





Sindlinger (‘How’s Your 
Audience Penetration?’ ) 


Exits Gallup After Tiff 


Al Sindlinger has resigned, effec- 
tive immediately, as exec v.p. of 
Audience Research Institute, Gallup 
Poll subsid serving the film indus- 
try. James L. Wolcott, who has 





novel contest company annually runs | 


been with the outfit since last Sep- 
tember, will take over Sindlinger’s 
duties as senior executive officer, 
retaining his present title of v.p. and 
general manager. Jack C. Sayres 
will share in the management as v.p. 
in charge of client relations. 


Sindlinger’s departure from ARI, 
which he joined in January, 1943, 
'was said to be over differences im 
| policy so fundamental that there was 
|no alternative other than his resig- 
| nation. He is understood to have 
differed with Wolcott and Sayres as 
well as Dr. George Gallup, who is 
prez and a member of the board. 
Wolcott came to ARI from March 
of Time, as did Sindlinger. He was 
production manager, while Sind- 
linger was advertising - publicity 
head. Wolcott had previously been 
with 20th-Fox as chief of its test 
department. Sayres formerly was 





} 





with the radio department of Young 
& Rubicam on the Coast. 





Rank’s Memphis Showcase 


Memphis, Sept. 24. 
The Ritz, 900 seat deluxe nabe 
| house here, will be converted into a 


| is Liberty’s initialer and likewise | rather than to set up extensive per- | class first-run theatre Oct. 16as mid- 


first since he returned from the 
_Army for star Jimmy Stewart. 
O’Shea is expected back in about a 
week to get final plans under way 


for release, which will be via RKO. 
Mort Nathanson, recently named 
}eastern publicity head for Liberty, 


took over the spot Monday (23). He 
was formerly with Samuel Goldwyn 


and more recently with Mike Todd. | 


Capra Wins Round Vs. Col 
Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 
Frank Capra won the first round 
in his suit against Columbia over 
| the picture, “A Song 
| ber,” when Federal Judge Pierson 
| Hall denied the studio’s motion to 





good | week declared a regular dividend of | | dismiss the action. 


Plaintiff declares he prepared | 
‘on story for Columbia before he 
entered the Army. He wants 25% 
| of the ne 


Ste 
Di Oo ~) 


to Remem- | 


| manent story departments in London 
and Paris. 


COL.’S 2506 PRE-PROD. 





DEAL FOR BUSH-FEKETE 


Ladislas Bush-Fekete’s deal with 
Columbia Pictures for his “We Two” 
|play (written in collaboration with 
his wife, Maria Fay) will be co- 
| produced by Robert Montgomery 
but he will appear only in the film 
version, Montgomery 


| sion with a cast yet to be selected. 


Col’s deal is up to $250,000, via a | 


| $100,000 pre-production payment and 
three additional $50,000 payments if | 
the run is long enough, hitting the 
| ceiling if conpleting a year’s stay on | 


& Nugent | 
| (Elliott) will present the stage ver- | 


south showcase for J. Arthur Rank’s 
Prestige Pictures by the owner, 
David Flexer. Noel Coward’s “Brief 
Encounter” will be opening picture 
followed by “Love Story” then 
“Henry V” under Theatre Guild 
sponsorship. Three other Rank films 
also set. 

Balance of Flexer-Haberfield chain 
here and in north Mississippi will 
show occasional foreign language 
films also. 


-MacMURRAY’S TAX REFUNDS 


Washington, Sept. 24. 

A $42,516 tax refund for overpay- 
ment of 1945 income tax has been 
made to Fred MacMurray, Bureau of 
Internal Revenue announced last 
| week. 
Similar sum was refunded to Mac- 
Murray's wife, Lillian, for the same 
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FILM STUDIOS LET OUT 1,000 





Easle-Lion Axes ‘B’ Product in Move KEYS RItt 
By Foy- Schwalberg for Costlier Pix 


Hollywood, Sept. 


Production of “B” pictures ou 
another jolt when Eagle-Lion an- 
nounced that its original filming pro- 
gram will be curtailed to make room 
for high-budgeters. Announcement 
by Bryan Foy, veepee in charge of 
production, and A. W. Schwalberg, 
veepee in charge of distribution, is 
in line with the general policy in 
Hollywood studios to give the hum- 
pler product the old heave- ho. The 
Eagle-Lion edict predicts *‘ 
type of product able to compete at 
the boxoffice with anything turned 
out in the industry.’ 

Currently, Eagle-Lion has a pro- 
duction program of seven features 
bracketed at $1,000,000 or more, in 
addition to six to 12 pictures for 
PRC. including “The Red Stallion,” 
to be filmed in Cinecolor on a $700,- 
000 budget. Others will cost from 
$350,000 to $650,000. 

Foy declared his executive pro- 
and that he will bolster it soon with 
numerous additions to the 
directing and _ producing 
ments. 

Meanwhile 


depart- 


Schwalberg is organiz- 


ing a separate Eagle-Lion sales force | 


to function with the physical facil- 
ities of PRC exchanges. He is now 
picking experienced film peddlers | 
for various key spots to form 
nucleus of the E-L sales department. 

Company will release two features 
for Producing Artists, Inec., and at 
least five J. Arthur Rank high- 
budgeters, made in England and 
hand-picked for their appeal to the 
American market. Following is the 
producing-releasing schedule: 

“It’s a Joke, Son,” release Jan. 1, 
1947; “His Bridal Night.” produc- 
tion start Oct. 7; “Prelude to Night,” 
Producing Artists production, starts 
shooting Nov. 1; “Repeat Perform- 
ance,” production start Nov. 15; 
“Mr. Jow,” (E-L), $1,800,000 budget- 
er, Starts shooting Dec. 20; “Bedelia,” 
(Rank), scheduled for December re- 
lease; “Love from a Stranger,” starts 
production Jan. 15, 1947; “Kenny” 
(E-L), $2,000,000 budgeter, based on 
Louis Bromfield novel, starts shoot- 
ing Feb. 15, 1947; “Imperial Venus” 
(PA), scheduled to start Feb. 20, 
1947; “Clementine” (E-L), $1,600,000 
budgeter, starts late February. “The 


Adventuress” (Rank), February re- 
lease. 





On the RKO lot the “B” produc- 
ers are in a dither over the an- 
nouncement that the Frank Ross 
production, “The Robe,” will utilize 
11 sound stages for months, leaving 
little space for other product. Un- 
derstood no picture budgeted at less 
than $500,000 has been scheduled 
after Dec. 1. Some of the RKO 
Producers are reported looking for 


red connections before the axe 
alls. 





HOFFMANN ADDs A PAIR 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Warners added three pictures to 
Charlies Hoffman's production pro- 
gram, making a total of five. 
Newcomers are “The Hasty Heart,” 
“A Kiss in the Dark” and “For Sen- 


timental Reasons.” Previously as- 
signed were “The Unsuspected” and 
Ships in the Riv er. 








N. , J to Bos A. 
Joseph Bernhard 
Ralph Cohn 
Lester Cowan 
Humphrey Doulens 
Donald Hyde 
Clem McCarthy 
Edward (Ted) O’Shea 

€wis Pennish 
Mary Pickford 
Seymour Poe 
Lily Pons 
Buddy Rogers 
Milton Sperling 
Harold Stern 
Ann Todd 


N. Y. to 
Hugh A. Day 
David Rose 
Oscar Serlin 


Europe to N. : 4 
Joseph Hummal 
Tom O'Brien 


Richard de Rochemont 
Josef Somio 


G. I. Woodham Smith 


Europe 


the | 
| ing place. 





PRC Slicing Nine Pix 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Total of nine films in the PRC 
editing rooms is the highest in the 
history of that company. 
In the cutting process are “Gas 
House Kids,” “Lady Killer,’ “The 





‘a higher | 


duction staff is still in the making, | 


writing, | 


Devil Drives,” “Don Ricardo Re- 
turns,” “Born to Speed,” “The Re- 
turn of Rin Tin Tin,” “Driftin’ 
| River,” “Stars Over Texas” and 
“Tumbleweed Trail.” 





Can. Production Upped 
As Korda, Dominion Pix 
Plan Quebec Lensing 


Montreal, Sept. 24. 
A unit of the Alexander Korda 
| string of film producing outfits is at 
present in Montreal where plans are 
|going ahead for filming “Marie 
Chapdelaine,” noted classic of Cana- 
|dian literature. Heading the unit 


here is Rolland (Bill) Gillette, who 
is the producer. Film will have 
French-Canadian background, and 


} 


| latter 


| 


picking of sites for location shooting 
in and around Montreal is now tak- 


It's intended that the unit will be 
here for about eight weeks. Playing 
in the film will be Trevor Howard, 
Barbara White and Austin Willis, 
a Canadian who’s pacted by 
Dominon Productions Ltd. and 
who has just completed DPL'’s initial 
flicker “Bush Pilot.” 

Next pic of Dominion Productions, 
“The Highgraders,” will be filmed 
in Quebec City. DPL is a Toronto 
outfit, which recently completed its 
initial pic, “Bush Pilot,” starring 
Austin Willis, Jack Larue and Ro- 
chelle Hudson. 

Willis will also play the lead in 
“Highgraders” with the femme lead 
being taken by Ronnie Burkett, a 
Toronto gal who is doing her first 
flicker job. Negotiations to get’ Jean 
Parker for the part fell through. 

Shooting in Quebec is scheduled 
to begin about the middle of No- 
vember and should take about eight 
weeks. 

“Bush Pilot” is now all set for 
release, which should be in about 
two weeks, but who'll do the dis- 
tributing has not been finalized yet. 
Eagle-Lion and Pathe are reportedly 
in line for the job. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


June Allyson 
Barney Balaban 
Joan Bennett 
Frederick Brisson 
Earl Carroll 

Sam Coslow 

Wick Crider 

Dan Duryea 
Wallace Ford 
Lester Gottlieb 
Bob Graham 
Mack Green 
William Harrigan 
Margaret Herrick 
Dennis Hoey 

A. M. Kane 
Harry Kosiner 
Irene Lee 
Richard Llewellyn 
Leo McCarey 
Ray Miller 
Michel Morg4n 
Van Newkirk 
Ben Piazza 

Dick Powell 

Jack Present 
Sidney Reznick 
Jean Ritchey 











Hal Roach 
Sigmund Romberg 
Alfred W. Schwalberg 
Frank Seltzer 

M. J. Siegel 

Sol C. Siegel 

Cal Smith 

Bianca Stroock 
Catherine Turney 
Beryl Wallace 

A. W. Watkins 
Lucille Watson 
Frances Williams 
Berne Wilkins 
George Zachary 
Sam Zagon 

Al B. Zell 





J 








LABOR CRISIS 


| Hollywood, Sept. 


24. 


Over 1,000 carpenters and ao 


were dismissed from studios yester- 
day (Mon.) in the biggest action 
taken so far in the current labor 
situation. Although labelled a | 
“wholesale lockout” 
ence of Studio Unions, 


producers | 
stated the action would 


seriously 


handicap production, but also would | 


prove a means of bringing the issues 
to a head. Previously, CSU toppers 
had stated there would be no strike 
over jurisdictional gain. However, 
studio action, which they term “lock- | 
out,” would indicate they may now 
take stronger action. 

Technically, layoffs 
missals, according to 
since carpenters 
assigned to 
by IATSE men and if the 
ments are refused they 
“leave the premises.” 
asked to leave, under 
stances, would not be eligible 
unemployment insurance, it i 
lieved. 

Group of 101, 
| penters and 32 painters, d 
dismissal slips when 
Universal yesterday, 


are 
the 
and painters 


not dis- 


Those 


S 





told to 
refusing 
Studio refused to give slips and 
studio police. Similar incident oc- 
curred at Republic where 20 carpen- 
ters and 16 painters were let out. 
Par studios employ approximately 
1,400 carpenters and 700 painters on 
an average and if notices to “leave 


(Continued on page 20) 


Ann Sheridan Shifts Pix 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Next starrer for Ann Sheridan at 
Warners will be “The Unfaithful,” 
inst2ad of “Serenade,” as originally 
slated. Shift was caused by the un- 
availebility of Dennis Morgan as co- 
star in “Serenade.” He will be tied 
up with “My Wild Irish Rose” for 
several months. 

Jerry Wald is producer and Vin- 
cent Sherman director of “The Un- 
faithful.” 





by the Confer- | 


studios, 
arc | 
work on sets assembled | 
assign- | ‘ 


made up of 69 car- 
emanded 
leave 
to 
leave unless slips were forthcoming. 


group was escorted from the lot by 





U S. Picts Partners’ Split Not So 





M-G’s New ‘Scaramouche’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 


| Metro will remake the Rafael | 
| Sabatini story, “Scaramouche,” deal- 
|ing with love and swordplay dur- 
ing the French Revolution. Ken- 


} 


|neth McKenna will produce. 

Old Metro company filmed the 
novel as a silent in 1923 with Ramon 
Navarro and Alice Terry as stars, 








Pickford- a Unit 
| Plans 7 Pix in Next 


| 


Either “One Touch of Venus” 
Babylon Revisited” will be 
Pickford-Lester Cowan 
| day 
their merger. Cowan added 
to lead-off the program 
pictures planned within 
| two years, 
cameras by Jan, 1 
General manager 
ganization—which 
name—will be 


has 
(Sonny) 


as yet 
Selmar 


her affairs. 
the presidency title, 
chairman still being sought. 


said, 


the production slate, “Venus” is the 


Scott” Fitzgerald book. “Venus” be- 
longed to Miss Pickford and “Baby- 
lon” to Cowan and are among the 
properties which they said had been 
tossed into a central pot. 

Release of the P-C product will 
be via United Artists, Miss Pick- 
ford’s one-third ownership of that 
company automatically giving her 
distribution rights. 

(Continued on page 29) 











Briefs From the Lots 





Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Phyllis Calvert, British _ star, 
checked in at U-I to prepare for her 
first American starring role in “Time 
Out of Mind,” to be produced by 
Jane Murfin and directed by Robert 
Siodmak....Harry Carey, Jr., re- 
cently out of the Navy, makes his 
film bow in “Pursued” at Warners 
..Ray Taylor assigned as director 
1 “Wild Country,” Eddie Dean star- 
rer, to be produced by Jerry Thomas 


at PRC....William Frawley draws 
role of singer in “My Wild Irish 
Rose” at Warners....Warners gave 


the gun to “Night Unto Night,” first 
Hollywood picture for Viveca Lind- 
fors, who co-stars with Ronald Rea- 
gan....Richard Riadell signed as 
production designer on “Ivy,” direct- 
ed by Sam Wood and produced by 
William Cameron Menzies at U-I. 
Republic rolls three films this 
week, “Jesse James Rides Again,” 
“Web of Danger” and “Outlaws of 
Sioux City”....Filming of U-I’s 
“Flame of Tripoli” halted when surf 
r Sequit Beach washed out the Arab 
it-nt village....Elizabeth Patterson 
{inked by Selznick for character role 
in “Little Women”....Screen Guild 
| Productions signed Patricia Morison 
anc J. Edward Bromberg for leads 
|i “Queen of the Amazons” Most 
lof “Dark Passage,” the Bogart-Ba- 
call co-starrer at Warners, will be 
shot on location in San Francisco.. 
Tom Tully draws a character role in 
“My Heart Tells Me,” produced 
Gene Markey for 20th-Fcx. 
| Hakim-Litvak arranging exploita- 
ition hookup with 1,200 amateur 
| magician groups’ throughout 
| country to ballykhoo “A Time to 
in which Vincent Price plays 
a magic man....Van Heflin left the 





by 


bhe= 2 


| cast of ‘ ‘Possessed” at Warners tem- | 


. | Studios 


the | 


porarily to return to his home lot, 
Metro, for shots in “Green Dolphin 
Street,” while WB picture is shot 
around him....Vouglas Fairbanks, 
Jr., signed Alexander MacDonald, 
retired Naval commander, as pro- 
duction aide on “Exile,” at U-I.... 
Bn Bogeaus talking deal with Gary 
Cooper and Cary Grant for a fifth 
sequence in his episode picture, “A 
Miracle Can Happen”....Smog held 
up location shots on Paramount’s 
“Dear Ruth” for two days. 

Filming started on Sol Lesser’s 
“Tarzan and the Huntress” at Santa 
Anita Rancho, with the Johnny 
Weissmuller-Brenda Joyce co-starrer 
slated for 10 weeks on location.. 
Peggy Stewart draws the femme 
lead opposite Allan Lane in “Outlaws 
of Sioux City,” Red Ryder western, 
at Republic....Jules Levey bor- 
rowed Dorothy Patrick from Metro 
fur femme lead opposite Arturo de 
Cordova in “New Orleans”... .Peter 
|Stewart, director, led a troupe of 
|147, largest in history of the Pine- 
Thomas unit, to Catalina Island to 





film “Adventure Island” for Para- 
mount release . . Reed Hadley 
draws key role in “Captair. From 
Castile,” 


to be directed by Henry 
i|\King for 20th-Fox... Sid Tomack, 
|comedian, gets his first serious film 
‘role in “Inside Stury” at Columbia.” 
.PRC rented space in Sutherland 
to film the first of a new 
iseries of Michael Shayne mysteries, 
istarting Oct. 1, with Sigmund Neu- 
|feld producing. 
Owen Crump draws “A Man of 
|Our Town” and “Three Bad Men” 
on his production program at War- 


|ners, in addition to “Thunder Val- 
jley” and “Night Unto Night,” 
|previously assigned...Fred Guiol 


(Continued on page 20) 


2 Years Via UA Distrib 


or 
the 
are asked to | initial film to be made by the new 
being | Mary 
these circum- | 
for 
be- 


pro- | 
duction unit, the partners said Mon- 
(23) following announcement of 
that 
whichever of the two is decided on 
of seven 
the next | 
it would go before the | 


of the new or- 
no | 


Chalif, Miss Pickford’s nephew and | 
long associated with her in running 
Miss Pickford will take 
with a board 
Pards | 
want a major industry figure, they 


Of the two properties which head | 


former Broadway musical hit by | 
S. J. Perelman, Ogden Nash and 
Kurt™Weill. “Babylon” is the F. 


Pix will be | 


Amicable; Sperling's Ambitions 


+ 


Milton Sperling’s 
100% control of United States Pic- 
tures last week was accomplished 
via a lump-sum payment-in-full to 
| Joseph Bernhard, with the coin ob- 
| tained by Sperling on a personal loan 
from the New York Trust Co. The 
former partners agreed on those de- 
tails of the parting and little else, 
as signs became apparent of con- 
siderable ill-feeling having been 
generated between them. 

Sperling, prior to his return to 
| the Coast Friday (20), stated that 
| 
| 


acquisition of 





| while Bernhard held no residual in- 
terest in USP’s first two releases, 
|“Cloak and Dagger” and “Pursued,” 
| he’d supervise their sales and hane 
dling by Warner Bros., without pay- 


ment and strictly as a matter of 
friendship. Queried on this, Bern- 
hard snapped: “I will not. It’s en- 
tirely untrue that Ill have any- 
thing further to do with United 
States Pictures whatsoever.” 
Bernhard, who left for the Coast 


Monday (23), said he had no defi- 
nite plans about the future as yet, 
but might have something to an- 
|nounce on his return to New York 
in two weeks. He refused to em- 
plify the cause of the split with 
Sperling, declaring: “I always try 
to be a gentleman.” 


Sperling, who is married to Harry 
| M Warner's daughter, Betty, mean- 


time outlined plans for expanding 
| activities of USP. Outfit is under 
contract to turn out a minimum of 
two films a year for WB release, but 
will step up production to four, 
Sperling said. He pointed out that 
company had made two since March 
115 of this year, when it went into 
| production initially, and will have 
two more finished by March 15, 1947, 

He disclosed plans for issuing 
250,000 shares of stock in USP, 
which he will hold personally until 
necessary to dispose of them to in- 
crease working capital. In the of- 
fing, he revealed, were plans possi- 
bly for his own studio and even a 
distributing company. He _indi- 
cated that his large-scale production 
plans, in contrast to Bernhard’s con- 
servatism, was one of the factors 
in the splitup. 

Elizabeth Carver, former story ed 
for Selznick, has been named by 
Sperling to head eastern story active 
ities, in the expansion mo.4. East- 
ern talent chief will also be named, 
he Said, to help build up a stable of 
stars. Already in the USP fo'd, 
Sperling pointed out, were Lilli 
Palmer, who appears opposite Gary 
Cooper in “Cloak and Dagger”; 
John Rodney and Harry Carey, Jr., 
who appear with Robert Mitchum, 
Teresa Wright and Judith Ander- 
son in “Pursued”; Larraine Miller, 
who currently has second lead to 
Helen Hayes in forthcoming Broad- 
way legiter, “Happy Birthday,” and 
for whom: USP has a story, “Distant 
Drums”; and Gale Robbins, a chir- 
per, who will continue nitery and 
| personal appearance work, or may 
| be loaned out, pending lining up a 
story for her by USP. 


CARTOON PRODS. MULL 
GOING COMM’L 100% 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Members of the Cartoon Producers 
Association, indie group headed by 
Walter Lantz, are thinking seriously 
of dropping amusement cartoons and 
shifting to commercial shorts, be- 
| cause of the high cost of cartooning. 
Costs have gone up 165% in five 
years while revenue during the 
same period have gone up only 10%. 

Commercial cartoons pay off 
heavily and there is a growing de- 
mand for such product. 


Brackett in Par Deal, 
But Wilder Holds Out 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Charles Brackett signed a new 
contract with Paramount, but his 
production partner, Billy Wilder, has 
declined to affix his signature thus 
far. 

Old contracts for the team still 
had two years to run, 
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When the girl who 

never gambles hurls a 

romantic challenge at | 
the man who always 
takes a chancel...It's 
grand fun and a top 
screen love story—told 
among the gayest re- 
sorts of fun-famed Las 
Vegas—where the sky's 
the limit! 




















with AM ES GLEASON DON RICE: HARRY DAVENPORT. Executive Producer ROBERT FELLOWS - Produced by WARDUFF 








Wednesday, September 25, 1946 VARIETY 








81,247,429 COPIES OF 
NATIONAL MAGAZINES 


are carrying ads on this swell show, including Life 
(6 insertions) — Woman's Home Companion (5 inser- 
tions) — Look (5 insertions) — Saturday Evening Post 
# — Cosmopolitan — Redbook — Liberty — Collier's — 
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Blue Skies 
(COLOR-MUSICAL 





Paramount release of Sol C. Siegel pro- 
@uction. stars Bing Crosby, Fred Ast ire, 
Jean Caulfield; feature Billy De Wolfe, 
Olga San Juan Directed by Stuart Hei “] 
ler. Screenplay, A} ur sheekman bape - | 
tior Allan Scott H » original ict i by 
Irving Berlin Sones, Irving Berlin \lu | 
Robt Emmett lI ! a ments, J | 
J Lilley ! \ 1 1 dan Li'erme } 
Par mie (Techt olor) Ci Lan 
Ji Wa ! H { lon 
Jennings, | il W t F t I vart: | 
ed I Lek Pra ive 1 “ Y¥. | 
Se} pL Wis. 3 ning 104 MINS. 
Jor 1y \ , thir Crosby | 
Sai Oe } Astaire 
: , hs 0 | Caw ld 
+ } yoW | 
-s ‘ San Ju | 
Fr l } Itasu } 
M < 1 nk I len | 
M rth Nu \ ria Horne 
Mary Eliza h iN n Grimes 

ue Skies” is another in the | 
show biz cavalcade cycle and it il 


spell beaucoup blue skies and black 
ink for any exhibitor. With Crosby, 


Astaire and Joan Caulfield on the 
marquee, a wealth of Irving Berlin 
songs and lush Technicolor produc- 
tion values, this filmusical can’t miss 
for terrific grosses. . 

The cue shect on “Blue Skies’ 
lists 42 different song items but 


some of it has been excised and the 
rest so sk.lifully arranged, orches- 
trated and presented that the nos- 
taleic musical cavalcade doesn’t pall. 
The songs are pleasantly familiar to 
the World War I generation and, for 


the voungsters. they are r¢ freshing 
and solid, esvecially as Berlin has 
modernized them. ene i 

Result is that Astaire’s “Puttin’ | 


On the Ritz” (originally written for 
Harry Richman) is the musical 
standout of the more than 30 items 


which have been retained. he 
flash production terp routines are 
especially eye-arresting. Not for- 
getting the climactic “Heat Wave 
when, in a lush Martinique set- 
ting, Astaire does a dramatic fall 


off an elevated platform as result of | 
alcoholic predilections induced by | 
his torching for Miss Caulfield. | 

The story of “Blue Skies” is of | 
familiar pattern and rather sketch- | 
ily hung together by Astaire. He’s 
cast as present-day disk jockey 
stringing the cavalcade of Berlini- 
ana together by recounting the nos- 
talgic episodes behind the success 
of the platters as they are miked. 
Starts with “Pretty Girl Is Like a 
Melody” and thereafter it’s an ex- | 
tension of the Astaire vs. Crosby | 
technique, first unfolded by them in | 


| 
a 


“Holiday Inn,” and given a re-do | 
here. , 

Crosby is the romantic winnah | 
throughout. Miss Caulfield is par- | 


tial to the nitery troubadour (Cros- | 
by) whose unusual flair for opening | 
and closing niteries is a plot key- 
note. Astaire is the suave dancing 
star and she’s in the line of one of 
his shows. Astaire’s romantic inter- 
est carries her along but Crosby’s 
crooning charms her until they 
marry, have a baby and split up. 
Finally Astaire’s disk-jockey nos- 
talgia brings the graying but still 
lovely Miss Caulfield into the story 
for another clinch with the Groan- 
er. 


| of 


| background 


Miniature Reviews | 


“Blue Skies” (Musical-Color) 


(Par). Crosby - Astaire - Joan 
Caulfield in Irving’ Berlin's 
parlay. How can you lose? : 

“Nobody Lives Forever 
(WB). Familiar meller of gang- 
ster who reforms for love; cast 
names augur good 0.0 

“The Magic Bow” (Music) 
(GFD). British-made film, a 
likely U. S. entry 

“This Man Is Mine” (Col). 
British filmization of stage com- 
edy hit “A Soldier for Christ- 
mas” looks strong U. S. entry 

“The Overlanders” (Eagle- 
Lion). Lack of marquee names 
militates against Aus ie-made 
pic in U. S. 


“Accomplice” (PRC). Light- 
weight whodunit for secondaries. 














Martinique number, the deliberately 
corny song-and-dance challenge rou- 
tine, tl new theme, “You Keep 
Coming Back Like a Song, which 
ties it all together; the overtones 
of “Always,” “Reme mbe l and 
“How Deep Is the Ocean ; the pro- 
ductional “Everybody Step,” a gooa 
flash although thrown away because 
other footage: the modern 
cie-woogie overtone to that corking 
arrangement in “Heat Wave 
whatever the number. the 
values are there, and director Heis- 
ler makes much of his opportunities. 

Mark Sandrich, who, with Berlin, 
Crosby and Astaire, whipped up 
“Holiday Inn” three years ago, was 
the key man in “Blue Skies until 
his sudden death interrupted i 
duction plans for the plc. Then, 
too, there was the emergency sub- 
stitution of Astaire for Paul Draper, 
but with it all this film emerges 
a boxoffice winner in every respect. 

Certainly, for Astaire, it’s perhaps 
a new triumph. If he ever seriously 
thought of retiring, “Skies” should 
postpone any such ideas. Puttin 
On the Ritz” is a kudo for 
director Heisler and dance-stager 
Hermes Pan, with the \atter mani- 
festing imagination and novelty in 
other production numbers. But 
“Ritz” is particularly noteworthy 
with its concerted 10 Astaires in 
to Astaire up front, 
marking an unique male chorus 
for the dancing star. Then, by 
camera abracadabra he 


1e 


mirror-multiplied by 10, so that the 
double quintet seemingly does 
contra-routine to himself up front. 


It’s the same type of lens magic | 


which has inured film audiences to 
accept the idea of seeing a Roxy thne- 
atre-type number put on in an 
intime boite. as occurs in this film. 


Crosby is Crosby although a 
slightly heftier Bing. He’s the same 
troubadour, chirping the ditties as 
only Crosby does even though his 
waistline is somewhat more gener- 
ous than behooves a juve. As for 
Miss Caulfield, she’s the photogenic 
answer to the Kalmuses’ prayer as 





Intersnersed is a deft dovetailing 
of sundry production values. Billy 
De Wolfe is capital as the ex-vauder 
turned waiter-captain (including 
his own original “Mrs. Murgatroyd” 
specialty for solid results). 

Olga San Juan, Latin eyeful who 
came to attention in a Par short, 
is DeWolfe’s vis-a-vis and clicks on 
her own with “You’d Be Surprised” 
and other numbers. To the show- 
wise, “Surprised” will remind of 
Helen Kane's boop-a-doop’ style, es- 
pecially as Miss San Juan is coiffed. 

Generally speaking, for the fans 
who manifest a little sophistication 


oy inside stuff on their favorites, 
the 


dialog is inclusive of such 
tongue-in-cheek cracks as “I like 
kids even better than horses” 


(Crosby), along with other topical 
innuendos on Bing’s bangtails pen- 
chant. It’s in a rather corny scene 
with the baby that one of the three 
new Berlin’ numbers, “Running 
Around in Circles (And Getting No- 
where)” is done by Crosby to Karo- 
lyn Grimes, a rather self-conscious 
five-year-old. ‘Incidentally. of the 
other two new Berlin numbers, 
“You Keen Coming Back Like a 
Song” and “A Serenade to an Old- 


Fashioned Girl.” the former js the | 
most promising of all three new 
tunes). 


It’s to the credit of producer Sol 
C. Siegel and director Stuart Heis- 
ler that the Berlin cavalcade did not 
assume talker versions of the old- 
time illustrated song slides. When 
it does occur. as with the title song. 
the Technicolor pastels make for 
fine camera portraiture. This takes 
place in the pre-Niagara Falls scene. 

The niterics which Crosby founds, 
hosts and then unloads to an omni- 
potent Greek by the name of Rako- 
polis trace the speakeasy era, The 
cavaleade rings in a touch of 
World War I with “Got My Cap- 
tain Working for Me Now.” refer- 
ences to flaming youth, the jazz 
age, “keep cool with Coolidge,” the 
Wall St. debacle. and up to 
World War II with “Any Bonds To- 
day,” “This Is the Army, Mr. Jones” 
and “White Christmas” (Okinawa | 
setting). 

The Berlin catalog being what} 
it is there is no wanting for variety, | 


novelty and vroduction ideas. | 
Whether it’s “C-u-b-a” for the Ha- 
wana cettine “Heat Weve” for the 


|Plot moves along towards 


an ideal Technicolor subject. Tech- 
nicolor brings out her blue-eyed 
blonde beauty like a portrait. In 
everv respect Paramount, Siegel, 
|Heisler & Co. have done right hand- 
somely by the stars, the tunesmith 
and their assignment. bel. 


Nobody Lives Forever 
(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


Warner Bros. release of Kobert Buckner 
production, Stars John Garfield, Geraldine 
Fitzgerald; features Walter Brennan, Faye 
Emerson, George Coulouris, George Tobias. 





Directed by Jean Negulesco. Original 
screenplay, W. R. Burness; camera, Ar- 
thur Edeson; music, Adolph Deutsch; edi- 
tor, Rudi Fehr. Tradeshown lL. A. Sept. 
20, 46. Ruaning time, 1090 MINS, 

i a | MPererrerrr ye re John Garfield 
Gladys ilalvorsen....Geraldine Fitzgerald 
Pop Gruber.......eeeeeees WaYer Brennan 
BOs scvesissceces Ccccccces Faye Emerson 
Doc Gan2on....-cecece ....-George Coulouris 
Al Dayle. cccvcce ccccveceses NOTES Tepias 
Cee Fs cc cc ssve eccececee Robert Shayne 
Charles Manning..........Richard Gaines 
OTE BOP ccccccccces cccoeeee Dick Erdman 
Pao Thomas..... ecoocesee. Cames Fiavin 
Windy Mather......cee...-.-- Ralph Peters 
OND Jc aus cndecdeesece ceed Alex Havier 
| Mission Attendant....... William Edmunds 
PP Prrrrrr rrr ete ry re ...++Ralph Dunn 
| Counterman...-.++.+eeeeees Grady Sutton 


| iia 
| “Nobody Lives Forever” is melo- 
drama in a familiar pattern. It has 


name strength, good production and 
|sufficient interest to generate healthy 
' boxoffice returns, It’s the old gang- 
lster reformation theme, dressed up 
with timely interest in veteran re- 
|habilitation, although latter is not 
likely to be used as a model for such 
programs. 

John Garfield is seen as a drafted 
mobster being released after years 
in the service and with plenty of 
heroic medals to indicate his fight- 
ing ability. Original script by W. R. 
Burnett followS writer’s bent for 
putting down on paper more melo- 
dramatic elements of U. S. gang life 
and conmen. Garfield, intent on a 
long vacation from war duties, is 
talked into taking a wealthy widow 
for a large slice of her inheritance. 
its ob- 
jective with all the obviousness of 
such a theme. The gangster falls for 


the gal he’s trying to take, turns | 


honest and it all ends in a high- 
pitched finale that suspensefully 


portrays complete reformation and 
nroner end for those of the mob who 


boo- | 


basic | 


pro- | 


him, } 


is made to | 
dance counter-clockwise to himself, | 


a | 


failed to try making an honest liv- 
ing. 
John Garfield, 


as the war hero- 


| gangster carries most of the weight 


lof the story on capable shoulders. 
|His performance gives picture con- 


|csiderable lift. Geraldine Fitzgerald, 
las the girl he tries to take, is not 
lecomfortable in the assignment but 
leomes through with best character 
lallows George Tobias, Garfield’s 
| aide injects considerable number of 
chuckles. Also good is Walter Bren- 
nan as a con down on his luck. Faye | 


Emerson does well as a past 1 


lromance. George Coulouris is 


osvcho gangster who gives Garfield | 
trouble. Others are okay. 
Jean Negulesco’s direction man- | 


ages to carry the story along in good 


fashion most of the way, although he |] 


is inclined to be over-obvious in 
some individual scenes. Robert 
Buckner furnishes excellent produc- 
tion background for events, cloaking 
action in smooth values that show 
up. Camera work by Arthur Edeson 
is keved to meller developments, as 
is score by Adolph Deutsch. Editing 


would benefit by cropping of at 
least 10 minutes from footage. 
Brog. 
The Magie Bow 
| (With Music) 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
| London, Sept. 16. 
Geooral Film Distributors release of 
Gainsborough Picture Stars Phyllis Cal 
vert, Stewart Granger; features Jean Kent 
Dennis Price Directed by Bernard 
Know le Screenplay by Roland Pertwee 
from novel ‘“‘The Magic Bow'’ by Manuel 
Komroff. (Camera, Jack Cox, Jack Asher 
|} At Palace theatre. Running time, 106 
MINS. ; 
Paganini eee Stewart Granger 
POMIOG . iad baces tossrndneees Phyllis Calvert 
Bianch ivneseueteeene Jean Kent 
Paul t Rochelle......- Dennis Price 
SSOP Vids ec nedes se eaceneeenes Cecil Parker 
Count ‘ Vermond, ..e....:: . Marie Lohr 
Count de Vermond........-Henry Edwards 
Anton cooceeck rank Cellier 
ie we (eebenceeeeeasescsne aa 
| ¢ val dscwananeees Ronald Speaight 
Pasini....cccccccces oe .- Felix Aylmer 
Leaanidlady..cccoccccccscccces Betty Warren 
Ve PERRET TC CLITEUT ET. Anthony Holles 


| Swan song of executive producer 
Matrice Ostrer before quitting J. 
Arthur Rank’s Gainsborough Pro- 
iductions, there can be little doubt 
lthat “Magic Bow” will be big box- 
loffice in England. Strength of mar- 
;quee names like Stewart Granger, 
|Phyllis Calvert, and Yehudi Menu- 
hin: cannot be underrated. Only 
|snag in the over-boosting of Menu- 


hin is that it stresses the fact that 
|whenever Granger, posturing as 
Paganini, is playing the violin, he 


is just giving an excellent imitation 
|of the bowing and fingering of a 
genius. For the U. S. market, this 
represents a big selling job. But it 
may go over if nicely exploited. 

Honors are shared between Stew- 
art Granger and Yehudi Menuhin, 
who plays all the violin solos. Rare- 
ly has such emphasis been laid on 
the musical side of a film. Backed 
by the London Philharmonic, Menu- 
hin is heard in “The Devil’s Trill” 
(Tartini), “La Ronde des Lutins” 
(Brazzini), “Campanella,” “Caprice 
No. 20,” “Violin Concerto No. 1,” 
“Introductions et variations” (all by 
Paganini), last movement of Violin 
Concerto Opus 61 (Beethoven) and 
“Romance,” a haunting melody by 
Phil Green based on a theme by 
Paganini. 

For those who dote on good music 
and rave about Menuhin, this film 
is a veritable feast. For the Granger 
fans, here he has an unusual and at- 
tractive part. For those who know 
something of Paganini and who are 
now drawn to the theatre by Gran- 
ger or Menuhin, this picture may 
disappoint because of its conven- 
tional story packed with cliches. 

Granger is not to blame for this. 
Given the right material and ap- 
proach he probably could have por- 
trayed the strange being who is said 
to have inspired dread as being in 
league with the devil while at the 
same time being the darling of the 
ladies. There’s little to show how 
{this uncanny genius conquered a 
| world. 
The usual montage of a traveling 
‘coach and concert programs is a 
|poor substitute for building up a 
|character whose career was more 
strange and entertaining than fic- 
|tion. Nor is the background wholly 
/convincing. The Genoa at the be- 
ginning of the 19th century shown 
is too reminiscent of the studio. 

Being unacquainted with Manuel 
Komroff's novel, it is impossible to 
say how much the scriptwriters are 
|indebted to him, but the resultant 
| story resolves itself into the too fa- 
|miliar one of a man loved by two 
women, one a socialite, the other a 
|gutter graduate with a heart of gold. 
It tells how Stewart Granger (Paga- 
/nini), before leaving Genoa for Par- 
ma to win a Stradivarius, is tricked 
|by aristocratic Phyllis Calvert into 
assisting her father to escape from 
prison. In Parma, she invites Gran- 
ger to play at her home, but dis- 
|gusted by the bad behavior of her 
friends, he leaves after insulting her. 
Seeking distraction with Jean Kent. 
|he gambles, loses, pawns his Strad, 
and has it redeemed by Miss Calvert. 
unknown to him, in time for his big 
concert. The gifted violinist falls in 
llove with her. 
| Leading Napoleon’s troops into 
|Parma is Dennis Price, selected by 








the Emperor as husband for Mics | 


Calvert. After the usual love com- 
dlications, she renounces Granger on 











ove of | 
Garfield’s who almost ruins his new | 





ger 
|Climax comes 
la 
| the Vatican (an imposing reproduc- 
| tion) 
| mance,” 





| Granger and Calvert may 
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Homes fer All 
London, Sept. 17. 


Film Distributors’ release 
of J. Arthur Rank short. Produced by 
Sergei Noibandov. At Palace theatre. 
Running time, 20 MINS, 


General 


First cf a new series called 
“The Modern Age,” new British 
screen review on vital topics, is 
J. Arthur Rank’s challenge to the 
March of Time. He will find 
small response for this issue, out- 
side his own circuits. 

Taking the hot house squatters 
topic, producer and commentator 
go into historic essay on causes 
for Britain’s present housing 
plight. Air of optimism is intro- 
duced for the present 
Commentary is fair 
of delivery is sopo- 


boost 
Lovernment 
but manne 
rifie, 
Issues, scheduled for 
month, include “Scotland 
“By Ail Tomorrow,” and 
“Clothes to .Come.” Unless im- 
proved over this one, it’s doubt- 
ful if March of Time need worry. 
Cane. 


once a 


Yard,” 








the eve of their elopement. But they 


meet again in Paris, a duel with 
Price results. The faithful Kent and 
the heartbroken Miss Calvert save 


the violinist’s life in time, but Gran- 
has lost all interest in playing. 
when she 
Papal Command Performance in 
and to the strains of 
Price releases Miss Calvert 
so that she can marry Granger. 


Within the limits of the script, 
| Granger gives a fine performance. 
|Running him close for acting honors, 
is Cecil Parker, who, as lawyer- 
manager for Granger, provides the 
comedy. Parker, who won laurels in 
“Caesar and Cleopatra,” adds to his 


reputation. 

_ Miss Calvert has little opportunity 
In her struggle with an anaemic 
Dart, and her attractiveness some- 
times escapes the camera. Kent's 
portrayal of the singer who came 
from Genoa’s gutter has the odor of 
Lambeth Road. Price js a pictur- 
esque. stuffy soldier. 

Whatever failings the picture may 
have, there are many bally angles 
for the exhibitor. Even though 
not yet 
the U. S., 
count for 

Cane, 


be big marauee names in 
Yehudi. Menuhin should 
something, 


This Man Is Mine 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Sept. 12. 


’ Columbia British Vietures release of 
Mareel Varnel produc tion, Stars Tom 
Walls, Glynis Jobns. Jeanne de Casalis. 
Divected by Marve} Varnel. Screenplay by 
Doreen Monigomery, Nicholas Phipps, 
Reginald Beckwith, Mahel Constanduros 
from Reginald Beckwith's stage play OK 
Soldier for Christmas.”’ Camera, Phil 
163 MaKe, At Siudio One. Running time, 
Philip Fergueon................. Tom Walls 
Mrs. Ferguson. . seeceees-.Jeunne de Casalis 
Phoebe POPRUON. .oc0ceecesss NOVA Pilbeam 
Brenda Ferguson....eee.... Rosalyn Boulter 
Millie ¢54042000686800600000 Glynis Johns 
Bill Mackenzie seeeeeees. Hugh MeDermott 
Ronald ttre seeeseeeeess...s.. Barry Morse 
Lady Daubney...... -Ambrosine Phillpotts 
Mrs. Jarvis 


-»»Mary Merrall 


Living up to Columbia's boast that 
Is is its best British comedy to 
date, picture should register hefty 
grosses here, and should find a ready 
market in America, when trimmed 
about 15 minutes. Starts off with 
— of laughter and keeps up the 
gait. 

Christmas of 1946 finds Bill Mac- 
kenzie, ex-Canadian soldier, enjoying 
his holiday in Saskatoon. Greetings 
cable signed “The Fergusons” is ex- 
cuse to flashback across the Atlantic 
to an Engiish village in 1942 where 
soldier was Christmas guest of the 
Fergusons. Home is in a pleasant 
state of turmoil, Brenda has left her 
husband because he couldn't supply 
a turkey, second daughter Phoebe 
can’t make up her mind about boy 
friend Ronald, ex-maid Millie, now 
in uniform, arrives as a billette and 
MacKenzie, primed by his Colonel 
about _ Anglo-American relations, 
comes in time to sweep Millie and 
Phoebe off their feet. Both girls 
make a bee line for him, having de- 
cided that the gloves are off. 

Story follows a familiar patiern, 
but complications including a mail 
robbery and Phoebe’s visit to the 
soldier's bedroom, provide good fun. 
Final shot shows Millie preparing 
Christmas dinner for her Canadian 
husband Mackenzie. 

Acting honors go to Edinburgh- 
born Irishman, Hugh McDermott, 
who is rapidly becoming a star. 
Glynis Johns makes a fine foil, but 
her speech becomes somewhat. mo- 


notonous. Nova Pilbeam and Barry 
Morse 


are an acceptable pair of 
lovers while Jeanne de  Casalis 
dithers delightfully. Veteran Tom 


Walls begins a second career here as 
a straight actor. 
Direction by Marcel Varnel is slick 
and aimed to get maximum Jaughs. 
Cane. 


Ryan Vice Siodmak 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Frank Ryan will direct “Time Out 
of Mind” for Universal, supplanting 
Robert Siodmak, who has directed 
five pictures in a row and needs a 
rest. 

Latest-addition to the cast is Eddie 
Albert, who draws one of the top 
roles, 


engineers | 0! 


|cattle the world has even know n to 


“Ro- | 


| head 
| Instead to overland them across 2,000 


| his 
| again. 





The Overlanders 
(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 

: . London, Sept. 19. 
Eagle-Lion release of Ealing Studios. 
Michael Baleon production. Stars Daphne 
Campbell, Chips Rafferty. Written and di- 





rected by Harry Watt; Australian assoc 
clate, Ralph Smart; music by John Ire. 
land. Camera, Osmond Borradaile, At Stu- 
dio One. Running time, 91 MINS. 
Dan McAlpine. ...cccccccce. Chips Rafferty 
Bill Parsoms........ John Nugent Hayward 
MEATY POPGONE 6 0 ecccssine Daphne Campbell 
Peres WRI. sce dbeecicvecs ... Jean Blue 
MEG@IOM 4 PRIRORR: coo 6c0ckckcc. Helen Grieve 
| Corky. oe eeSeccesece John Fernside 
| Sailer OBWOAG +00 6068S66e60 Pe t Pagar 
| Charlie Try eee Frank Ransome 
cl ELRET EEC Stan i hurst 
Minister ° re ee ee Marshall « osby 
| Police Sergeant. ee John Fegan 


First big feature film to be made 
}in Australia by a British firm, this 
should come as a breath of fresh ai 
to audiences jaded with routine pic- 
tures. Based on fact, the story has 
legitimate fictional twists to Live it 
audience appeal. The fact that a mil- 
jlion American servicemen 
|bart of the war years Down Under 
ishould not be overlooked. Whethe: 
jit can be sold as an epic westerner 





spent 


__ | Will spell its U. S. chances. 


Producer Michael Balcon sent di- 
}rector Harry Watt to Australia with 
a mandate to make a picture repre- 


sentative of that continent. Watt 
;Spent five months soaking up the 
atmosphere. In the Federal Food 


Office, Controller Murphy explained 
the greatest mass migration of 


get them out of reach of a probable 


|Jap landing. Across 2,000 miles of 
|heat and dust. drovers had battled 
| with 500,000 heads of cattle. Watt 
decided this would be the film's 
theme. 

Story begins in 1942 at the tiny 
town of Wyndham, where meat 
works are destroyed, personnel 


evacuated, and Chips Rafferty, boss 
cattle drover, is told to shoot 1,000 
of prime beasts. He decides 
miles of tough going, 

Epic trip lasts 15 months, and the 
adventures are graphic. Highlights 
are the breaking in of wild horses 


/when their own had died from poi- 


ison weed; the stampede with the 
men facing a charge of maddened 
cattle and the forced march across 


a mountain path with a sheer drop 
on one side. The cattle are delivered 
safe from the Japs, and Chips and 

team go back north to help 


Direction reflects credit on Harry 


| Watt, who adds one more success to 
| his record, which includes “Target 
}for Tonight” and “Nine Men.” Not 


only does he show something of the 
real Australia, but he also puts over 
tragedy, comedy and romance. His 
cast had few professional actors. 

Tall, laconic Chips Rafferty is a 
natural for the head drover. La- 
belled Australia’s Gary Cooper, his 
experience in “Rats of Tobruk” and 
“Forty Thousand Horsemen” helped 
him in this film. He is now in Lon- 
don playing a lead in Balcon’s “The 
Loves of Joanna Godden.” Other 
stage people include John Fernside, 
Peter Pagan, John Nugent Hayward 
and Jean Blue. For his leading lady, 
Watt chose 20 year old Daphne 
Campbell, nursing orderly in an 
Australian military hospital. She 
had never before faced a camera, 
but she makes a real outdoor girl 
in this picture. 

Cameraman Osmond Borradaille 
deserves laurels for his work. The 
veteran of British music, John Ire- 
land, was persuaded to do the film 
music, for the first time. Cane. 


Accomplice 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


PRC release of John K,. ‘Teaford produc- 
tion, Stars Richard Arlen; Veda Ann Borg. 
Tom Dugan, Michael Rranden, Marjorie 
Manners, Earle Hodgins. Directed by 
Walter Colmes. Screenplay, Irving Elman 
and Frank Gruber from novel by Gruber: 
camera, Jockey Feindel; score, Alexander 
laszlo; editor, Robert Jahns, Previewed 
+4 eae Sept 20, ‘46 Running time, 66 
Richard Arlen 
Veda Ann Borg 
.... Tom Dugan 


Eddie Slocum. . 


Sheriff PEP. cudadéedsest Michael Branden 
Evelyn Price......eee....Marjorie Manners 
Jeff Bailey..... COCOECOCCecCS Earle llodgins 
eee, COMIN, 5.060660000000000 Francis Ford 
Jim RBonniwell..... aa be ib alain Edward Battle 
Vineent Springer........ Herbert Rawlinson 
J ears Sherry Hall 


Dull whodunit with little to recom- 
mend. Will serve best as program 
filler for the secondary situations. 
Inept direction defeats whatever 
merit cast and script might have. 
Physical production values are good 
for minor budget expenditure. 

“Accomplice” is from the Frank 
Gruber novel, “Simon Lash, Private 
Detective,” but Richard Arlen as the 
book-loving dick, has few chances to 
break into ac.ion needed to sustain 
interest. He’s called in to solve dis- 
appearance of husband of an old love 
and there are four murders before 
case is cleared up. Gal and her hus- 
band are in cahoots to defraud bank 
by phoney disappearance. When 
complications set in, pair resort to 
murder to cover their trail, but de- 
velopments never makes it very clear. 

Welter Colmes’ direction repe- 
titious and lacking in skill needed to 
point up interest in proceedings 
Veda Ann Borg and Edward Earle 
are the plotters. Tom Dugan stiives 
for some laughs as Arlen’s handy- 
man. Best characterizations are fur- 
nished by Earle Hodgirts As a graft- 
ing small-town marshal, and 
Michael Branden an _ intelligent 
sheriff. Lensing, editing and other 
technical aides are stock. Brog. 
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With United Artists and Universal filing their decree proposals this 


week, next important date in the anti-trust suit is Oct 


21 when final 


proposals of both the Government and the Big Five will be handed up 


ww the 


court. Meanwhile, possibility exists that intervention plea of the 


American Theatres Assn. will be heard before Oct. 21 since the notice 


for Oct. 1 or 


yf application Is set 


fit to listen. 


as soon 


thereafter as the court sees 


Government spokesman said this week that its proposals in final form 
las already been received by the court but these may yet be altered 
after consideration of the Big Five’s rough draft which was served on 


Sept. 16. 
precludes any substantial changes in 


Understanding between the Dept. of Justice and the Big Five 


the final decree proposals of those 


majors, a D of J official said. Memorandum in opposition to the majors 
suggested decree provisos may also be prepped by the Goverrment for 


Oct. 21 submission, it was disclosed. 
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Nomikos’ 10 Houses Sued for Phoney 


 EXHIBS BLAME 


Der Tag for the Decree—Oct. 21 


i}centage deals, 


} 


| cry 


} 


LAIN PHONY % 
AGED ON THEM 


Targets in a 
charge them 


aaa 











host of which 
with chiseling on per- 
exhibitors in 
instances are currently 
that the distribs 


sults 


many 
the 
themselves 


raising 


| have brought about the situation via 
| 
|overzealous sales employees. 


Gripe 


| which is being aired widely, includ- 


|ing at the recent Allied meet in Bos- | 


ton, attacks distribs on the ground | 
that their employees encouraged 
phoney reports on picture grosses, | 
in an effort to garner as much | 
playing-time as possible during re- 
|current sales drives which put the 


7, Returns; 140 Such Suits to Date 


Bringing the total of percentage * 


chiseling suits throughout the coun- | 
try to some 140 separate actions, six | 
majors Monday (23) filed damage 
actions in the Chicago federal court | 
azainst Van A. Nomikos and sev- 
eral corporations owning 10 thea- 
tres managed by him. Total of 140) 
actions filed in major company 
drives in 11 states bunched in the | 
northeast. middle west, Florida and | 
California is exclusive of the cur- 
rent hot court battle in Pittsburgh | 
in which 27 plaintiffs, operating 41 | 
theatres, have jointly sued the eight 
majors in an action to restrain de- | 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


mands for audits. The majors have 
interposed 140 odd separate coun- 
terclaims charging fraudulent re- 


turns. Inspection of theatre records 
was granted majors and upheld on 


appeal 


Latest action, brought by RKO, 
20th-Fox, Paramount, United Art- | 
ists Metro and Warner’ Bros., | 


(Continued on page 18) 


Indie’s Settlement 
With U on Clearance 
A Pattern for Others 


Philadelphia, Sept. 24. 
An out-of-court settlement be- 
tween an upstate exhibitor and Uni- 
versal Pictures on the question of 
preferred playing time set a pat- | 
tern for other exhibs faced with 
Similar headaches. 


J. S. Miller, operator of the Emaus, 
Emaus, Pa., had filed suit in Com- 
mon Pleas Court asking that Uni- | 
versal be forced to deliver “Canyon | 
Passage’ which he had bought at 
40) He claimed that at the time 
of the purchase there was no men- 
tion of preferred playing time, but | 
when he had asked delivery he was | 
told by the exchange that he would 
have to play the picture on a week- | 
end. 


| 
His suit asked that the exchange | 
deliver the film for a midweek play- | 
date. Miller also asked for “puni- | 
tive damages.” Miller’s petition also | 
asked the Court to forbid Universal | 
from selling “Canyon Passage” to | 
Subsequent run houses in Allentown 
until he played the picture. 


The suit was due to come to trial 
on Thursday (19). Shortly before 
Opening of court Universal attor- | 
Reys telephoned Michael Egnal, | 
Miller’s counsel, and asked for a| 
conference. After the confab Egnal | 
told the court that the controversy 
had been settled. 

Under the agreement, it is under- 
Stood, Miller waived the damages. | 
He will get the picture for a mid- | 
week showing and the subsequent | 
runs won't get the picture until the | 
regular clearance time elapses. 


White, Brown to Divvy 
Rogers’ Rep. Slate 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
dividing production 
responsibilities for the remainder of 
the 1946-47 Roy Rogers pictures be- 
tween Edward J. White and Donald 
H Brown 

White draws “Bells of San An- 
Belo, “The Gay Ranchero,” “Spring- | 
‘ime in the Sierras” and “San An- 
tonio Sunset.” Brown will produce 
“Song of the Golden West” and 
Heart of Mexico.” 


Republie is 





But No Side Games 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Faro and roulette sequences in 
“Desert Town” will have a touch 


of professional finesse. Hal 
Wallis hired four slick dealers 
and croupiers from Las Vegas 


to show the actors how. 








| proposals 


| pected 


UA Denies Any 
Trade Monopoly 


lack 
Artists’ 


Claiming a 
United 


of evidence of 
participation in 


| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


| 





| 


| 


| 
| 
' 


| 


pressure on exchange employees. 
Story of exhibs 


many which ex- 
hibitor group officials back up is 
that, frequently, exhibs are won 


over to signing licensing deals on 
the promise that no checkers will be 
posted when the films in question 
are played. Claiin is made that these 
promises were often given by 
change managers and salesmen to 
win over exhibs to inking the pacts 
after the deals were the 
theatre men. because rentals 
were deemed exorbitant. 

“They put the bee on us for a film 
and when we howl bloody murder 
because the rental is way out of line, 
we've been told more than once not 
to worry because the gross will 
never be checked anyway,” one ex- 
hib expressed the general idea. 
“Then they tell us just to the sign 
the contract and pay whatever the 
picture is worth.” 

Top executive in one theatre or- 
ganization, asserting that his 


exXe- 


nixed by 
the 


mem- 


monopoly conspiracy, UA yesterday | bers have frequently complained of 


(24) filed a proposed decree with | such practices, said th 
the N. Y. Federal court which would | yise 
|} exonerate it from all charges of re- | de 


straining trade. {[n 44 findings of 
fact which UA submitted for court 
signature. the company set forth 


sales methods peculiar to it as basis 
for its contention that UA’s policy, 


subject to producer approval, could | 


not be the 
monopoly. 


Universal, last of the Little Three, 


means of furthering 


tomorrow. 
is in a step-by-step picture of its 
sales operations to prove that it is 
on the side of the angels. UA did 
not sell in blocks nor did it fix ad- 
mission prices, proposals state. Con- 
tracts merely included a warranty 
of the exhib’s scale without requir- 
ing it to be any arbitrary figure, 
decree submitted states. 

At no time did UA distribute more 
than 5% of the features in the U. S., 
say. Nor is there any 
evidence to support a claim that it 
arrived at clearances through any 


|other method than independent ne- 


gotiation with the exhib, UA main- 
tains. Moreover, since under its 
contractual committments, UA could 
enter no licensing agreements with- 
out written approval of each sepa- 
rate producer “it could not bring 
about a monopoly in the distribu- 
tion or exhibition business.” 


Mono Huddles La. Gov. 


| will file its proposals today (25) or | 
Strategy of UA’s decree | 





had ad- 
no such 
“We know,” 
page 20) 


at he 
d his members to make 
als on oral promises. 

(Continued on 


Dipson Anti-Trust Suit 
On Top of Bordonaros 


And Schines in Buffalo, 


Buffalo, Sept. 24. 
This town, which holds the dubi- 
ous distinction of being the runner- 


up for the largest number of cases | 


in the arbitration tribunals under 
the Consent Decree, now appears to 
be fast becoming a hotbed for anti- 
trust litigation. 


cently terminated here by an ap- 
peal by the latter to the U. S. Su- 
preme Court from the adverse rul- 
ings of the local Federal 
court. Last week Bordonaro Bros., 
of Olean, filed suit in the same court 
against Warner Bros. and the Big 5. 
Universal and United Artists for 
$500,000 damages alleged to have 
been sustained since 1930 when WB 
deprived the Bordonaros’ Palace 
Olean, of first-run product. 
Tuesday (17) Dipson Theatres, 
Inc. filed an anti-trust suit against 
the Big 5 and Little 3 distributors in 


| the same court for damages of $2,- 


| 500,000 for alleged conspiracy 
| restraint of trade. 
| Faul, operating head of the Buffalo | 


On Jimmie Davis’ Biog 


New Orleans, Sept. 24. 
Producer Lindsley Parsons and 
scripter Steve Healey of Monogram 
conferred here with 
Jimmie Davis on plans for the film 
in which Louisiana's chief executive 
will be starred in a leading 


Governor | third of Buffalo Theatres, Inc 


role. | 


The film has been titled “Louisiana,” | 


and throughout the script will be 
the thread of the story of a share- 
cropper’s son who went on to the 
governorship. 

The tropical beauty of the bayou 


state, the expanding industries and 
the bountiful resources of the land | 
will also form the background. Par- 


sons said there'll be romance thrown 
in to give the pix wide appeal. And, 
of course, there'll be music aplenty 
of the Davis type with lots of foot- 


age reserved for “You Are My Sun- 
shine,” the governor's top hit tune. 
His band will also appeat! 


Parsons, Healey and Mitchel Hamil- 
burg, governor's agent, will leave on 
tour of state middle of the week to 
scout locations. Actual work is ex- 
to start about first of the 
year. 


— 


Vincent R. Mec- 


Shea-Par-Loew circuit, is named as 
co-defeiidant. Brought under the 
Sherman and Clayton Acts, the com- 
plaint alleges conspiracy to monopo- 
lize pictures in Buffalo. Par, Loew's 
and McFaul are claimed to own one- 
which 
in turn owns all of the stock of Bison 
Theatres. McFaul, is listed as presi- 
dent of both companies which own 
or operate the downtown Buffalo, 
Great Lakes, Hippodrome and Teck 
on first runs, and the neighborhood 
Kensington, Elmwood, Seneca, North 
Park, Kenmore. Roosevelt 
and Lackawanna theatres 

Dipson further alleges 
leased the Franklin, Ridge. 
wood and Park in Lackawanna in 
September of 1939 after an offer by 


that he 


the prior owners to sell them to the 
Shea-Par-Loew circuit which offer 
was refused because it was claimed 


that their receipts were insufficient. 
Dipson claims that immediately after 
he acquired the four, the Shea inter- 
ests constructed Lackawanna in 
competition to his Ridge, with a re- 
sultant loss to him of $36,000 in oper- 
ating loss and a red $35,000 in ne 
income. 


the 


The Government's | 
case against Schine theatres was re- | 


district 


and | 


Holly- | 


FILM SALESMEN 





Metro's Rodgers Denies Top Bidding 
Will Kayo All Past Clearances 





Charges by Philly xhibs that 

° ° Metro was planning to scrap all 

How a P.A. Views Things past clearance provisions in ftavor 
Fred Lynch, press chief for of selling product first to whatever 
the Music Hall, N. Y., is be- exhib is willing to pay most for it 


moaning the fact that continuing 
strength of “Notorious” at the 


were denied this week by William 


F. Rodgers, Metro veepee ove 


sales. 


house has robbed him of the big- Claiming the report was “entirely 
gest publicity tieup of the year. untrue,” Rodgers pointed out that 
He was plugging for opening of all distribs sold their product first 
the Hall's next picture, “The to first-run situations who earned 
Jolson Story,” tomorrow (Thurs- the highest grosses but declared 
day )—Rosh Hashona. this had nothing to do with any 
“Jolson,” with its biog of a change in existing clearance pro- 
kid who was son of a cantor in a visions. 
synogogue and which has been Charges were voiced by Sidney E, 
labeled a “Jewish ’Going My Samuelson, general manager of Ale 








Way’,” was figured by Lynch a lied of eastern Pennsylvania, 
natural to preem on the Jewish Samuelson claimed that Metro h.o, 
New Year. bookers are currently checking 
Ssnainieieaaadaaaa ee every exchange to determine the 
. number of prints required to service 

? the territory adequatels After the 

etro S or ct results are in, he said, Metro pic- 

bd tures would be made available in 

order of the amount of the film ren- 


tal, with those theatres paving more 
receiving priority and those paying 
less being forced to wait 

Rodgers conceded the 


Not Via Auction 


check wa3 
_ Metro has scheduled three films peing made but said this had no 
for general October release, none | bearing on the releasing schedule. 
of which will be put on the auction | Jt’s necessary to test films to see 


block for test purposes under M-G's | how they do and then to base their 


experimental tryouts of the com- availability on these tests, he de- 
petitive bidding system called for clared. He stressed that M-G would 
in the anti-trust decision. New re- continue to release when 


product 


leases, in addition to 


“Cockeyed ! it can become available. 
Miracle” and “No Leave, No Love,” Samuelson also took a crack at 
| (Van Johnson starrer), also include the general plan announced by 
|““Rage in Heaven,” first of Metro’s | Rodgers for selling films in non- 
| Classic oldies slated for distribution | competitive areas under the anti- 
by the new reprints and importa- trust decision. In such situations, 
tions division, which is headed up Rodgers had declared several weeks 


by William B. Zoellner. 

With exhibs squawking about a 
product shortage, Metro is reluctant 
to hold up general release of its pix, 
according to company sales toppers. 
Sales chief William F. Rodgers, con- 
sequently, has decided to limit the 
auction bid tests to “Holiday in 
| Mexico,” which teed off the experi- 
ments, and the four pix in the com- 
pany’s Group 17, announced earlier 
for August and September release. ing and publicity for United World 
Latter includes “Boys’ Ranch,” | Pictures became expendable when 
“Courage of Lassie,” “Faithful in My | Universal merged with International 
Fashion” and “Three Wise Fools.” and absorbed UWP, has set up the 
| Auction tests have been conducted | Monroe Advertising Co. with U-I 
|to date in strictly competitive areas Md the J. Arthur Rank Enterprises 
booking out of exchanges in Pitts- 48 leadoff clients. Agency which 
(Continued on page 29) will also handle U's theatres, when 
acquired, and its 16m program, will 
swing into action with a newspaper 
campaign for “The Killers.” Though 
officially planned to start going on 
Oct. 15, offices will probably open 
by Oct. 1, Greenthal said. 


(Continued on page 20) 


ronalhil’s New Ad 
Agency Tees Off With 
U-I and Rank Accounts 


Monroe W. Greenthal, whose post 
as veepee and director of advertis- 





Distribs Sue Mpls. And 
Pa. Exhibs on % Deals 


In opening his agency, Greenthal 
ae is .@ 9 - 6  # < 
7 Minneapolis, Sept. 24. captured the Universal account from 
Distributors here are proceeding , ; : 
: ae J. Walter Thompson agency and both 
against exhibitors who allegedly, rp \ 
cai sethe taiiiitens taleeen ea the Rank and International accounts 
- S ) 
: from Buchanan & Co. Plans c: ( 
|}percentage pictures. The first of » ume ean See 


. : se opening of a Hollywood office with- 
Sena ean OaRy dat oe cee puts 2sK- | in a month and establishment of 
: g : Pp y amag as een | permanent New York offices in the 
filed against the nine-theatre circuit 


‘ now erecting Tishman bldg., « ar 
operated by George Miner, the ave whens Ol will al : henge 
| Miner circuit and Isles Theatre Co. is ilk ' 


2 ; h.q., about May 1, ‘47. itis ic 
and serviced out of Minneapolis. ‘ yi, Britisn pic, 


, ie “Temptation,” is the last he “d by 
The plaintiffs are Paramount. secetiniie . a 
'RKO, Loew's, 20th-Fox, United Gaeta ec aig 
, , Company will not confine itself to 
Artists, Universal and Warners and  ¢, “pt a Si eggs ing he 
; film field, Greenthal said. Its first 
their action has been filed in the i Sin * _? 
pte cuo theatre client is the Winter Garden 
U.S. district court, Superior, Wis. yy. ae aie’ ; , "the 
= j U's Broadway showcase, while in 
| Theatres involved are the Ashland, the non-theatric: . On os : 
Ashland; Grand, Chetek: Falls and oe on Comoeny 
Ri i Chi pe Fall ‘I le Cu has taken on Friedlander Produc- 
ivoli, Chippewa Falls; Isle, uM- tions. a fashi as 7 a 
berland; Unique, Ladysmith; Nor- os a ee ae eee 


for the Coast office will be an- 
nounced shortly, Greenthal stated. 
Greenthal, prior to his UWP stint, 
was a major serving as chief of the 
Motion Picture Branch, Information 
Service Division. He had also been 


wood, Philips: El Lago and Majestic, 
Rice Lake, and Falls, River Falls, all 
in Wisconsin. 

It's also alleged that requests made 
by each plaintiff in February for an 
audit of receipt records of 


the - . , ° : 
: h _'8- ad-pub director of United Artists for 
volved theatres were ignored. Sev- . ; 
a number of years. 
eral Miner circuit houses had re- 


cently banned Confidential Reports 
checkers because they were localites 
and one distributor here cut off their 
service. 


Universal and Int’l 
Flackeries Merge 
Hollywood, Sept. 24 


Victor, Marousis Sued 


Merging of the publicity depart- 

Pittsburgh, Sept. 24 ments ot Universal and _ Inter- 

David Victor. veteran New Castle. national has been completed. with 
t 


Pa., exhib, was sued in federal court John Joseph as national director of. 


here last week by Warners. United advertising and publicity and J, L. 
Artists and 20th-Fox on charges of | Kaufman as associate director, serv- 
falsifving reports on percentage ing as contact man with the studios 
pix. At the same time, Columbia independent producers 

and Universal filed similar actions David Lipton will function as ex- 
against Speer Marousis, longtime,ecutive coordinator of advertising 
operator of the Regent theatre in and promotion, and Pete Dailey will 
{New Castle. 


}remain as studio publicity director, 











THE 
KING OF SIAM 


Winner of the Boxoffice Magazine 
Blue Ribbon Award for August! 


CENTENNIAL 
SUMMER 


IN TECHNICOLOR | 
20th’s greatest grossing Musical ! 


SMOKY 


IN TECHNICOLOR 
Motion Picttire Herald 
July Boxoffice Champton! 


CLAUDIA“ DAVID 


Matching “A Tree Grows 
In Brooklyn” everywhere ! 


IF PM LUCKY 


Terrific in Pittsburgh ! 
Held-over New York! 


THREE LITTLE 
GIRLS IN BLUE 


IN TECHNICOLOR 


New Records for Philadelphia 
and Atlantic City! 
Starts today at the Roxy, New York! 


HOME SWEET 
HOMICIDE 


Now scoring Boxoffice “‘Killings’’! 








MY DARLING 
CLEMENTINE 


Soon to be the Boxoffice 
Darling of Every Showman ! 


MARGIE 


IN TECHNICOLOR 


You'll Tell the World 
You Love Her! 


THE BRASHER 
DOUBLOON 


That Gal Guild is driving 
Montgomery Wild ! 


THE SHOCKING 
MISS PILGRIM 


IN TECHNICOLOR 
It’s Grable...Gershwin—and Great! 
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1. A. Perks Up: ‘Passage’ Brisk 566 
In ) Spots a Smash 856 in 3, . 






































‘SLEEP’ GREAT 1636, 
haves ‘CLAUDIA’ 166 


Cincinnati, Sept. 24. 
Sleep” at the Grand is the 


les der this frame with a smash fig- 


Pitt Way Off; A.&C. 96, ‘Cleo’ 196, 
‘Stranger’ 166, Thin; ‘Killers’ 15G, 2d 





















































at this small-seater. “Claudia 
and David.” at the Albee, Cincy’s | rs : 
‘lvers in lic y n y ge t cinema, is next best. “Time | on | Pittsburgh, Sept. 24 
: ir] ves.” at the Palace, is a slow K Cj G iz is mainly in the dumps pod 
¢ all ount for hoa n | cy ity rosses session. Big sports wee Papas ag fie 
. Sept. 2 uses a fe degrees under last | ‘ , » With 
T) recpaheey = grr | veek Holdovers are ive. ail | Estimated Tot 1 Gr Sul or mey grid team under Jock 
1ree strong new bills are giving | pcan as. oe | S e¢ otal Gross utherland for the first time. Pp 
Estimates for This Week a ee | irst time, Pitt U 
-st-eruns a new lease on life this | Broadway | Crosses Albee (RKO) (3,100: 50-70) This Week .........$3,266,400 |inaugural and big night benef 
frame. Although a fourth entry 1S} |“Claudia a ad Dar a” (20th). All p (seen _ 23 cities, 202 thea- | National League baseball] same nb 
not shaping up to par, “Big Sleep” | Estimated Total Gress ight $16,000. 1] veek, “Mr. Ace” N.Y os iret une, including | ceded by all-star stage how pt 
‘ ae pe — < ; “ "7 ‘ ’ io , UA) e $15.500. : x |} ing at same time knocked thin i 
IS sie z Dp aS SOCK dO. 00 lhl Ul i : rw Sb , : ° om gy | cKed ti! ig nte 
8; as ¢ 7” 9, Of -3 t — a Resp ae grote _— 600 Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-70)— | Total Gross Same Week a cocked hat. That’s too Pree —_— 
theatres. “Canyon Passage,” initial (F ased on it heatres) “Holiday in Mexico” (M-G) (24 wk). | Last Yea. $2.828.100 petish for what there is on tap ye 
bill in Universal-International’s new | Total Gress Same Week fe Stout $11,500 after hotsy “$16,000 | (Based on 21 cities, 179 theatres) | Sim theatres. Best of the lot re 
five theatre outlet here, opened | ay 15 ooo — on an 50-70 B — a Pr -3-" oF in gg i sol- 
ane ae eae ee ie a sec > % res rrand | O) (1.430: 50-70)—‘Big | second week, and “Wife o 
oe _ is heading for a Oig yim. _____! Sleep” (WB). Topping city at $16.. | | Monte Cristo” at Warner 7 ,* = 
000 or close. 500, whopper for this house. Holds. | | minute booking. The big nee Bo * 
“Martha Ivers ylay | Last- wee k “Three Wise Fo Is” | i] i“Caesar and Cleopatr: os ot 
artna pilav} = a 11 Ss & Ol! } oT ; patra, at Penn, 
spois, looks stout $50,000 or over. GM. G) (2d wk), moderate $6,000. | “Time of Their Lives” at Fulton and 
“Tf I'm Lucky” appears slow at $43.- | Keith's (City Inv.) (1,540; 50-70)— | |“The Stranger” at Stanley are w: 
000 in three houses Peerage is” (RKO). Fourth down- | ’ ‘in | ~ 
Fourth frame of “Holiday in Mex- | town stanza and first moveover from | id Estimates For This W 
ico” in four ‘ou s is still ne “rs at | ran RKO theatre to this theatre under | | relies (Shea) opty an se 
$38,000. Fifth and fin al round of Y, | 0 OW SP aay nt operation. Pleas- | | of walt ay , 7 +h toy d rime 
_ Notorious shapes as nifty $30, oe | ’ aie, te oe ris Last oh They Were ndianapolis, Sept. 24. eae no dice here. Will] "oe ec 
in two locations. “Make Mine Mus a eo ES SO 39,0 ‘lm biz. sti $ O a ek ee 
~«f pide gy he three spots se¢- | | Baltimore, Sept. 24. Lyric | (RKO). (1.400: 50-70)—“Mr. |. Fil: biz me is in a slight dip ht Ray apeoadong sO good But holds 
ond stanza. “Cleopatra” ended fourth “Notorious,” at the combo Hippo- | op (UA) (m.0.). No dice at $4,000. ‘here with sole exception of “Kid| uct. Last aieee gt tor prod 
week at $19,500 or near in houses. beere —— xing on gg 8 a aoeee Pa Anna (20th) (m.o.).!From Brooklyn” at the Indiana $7,000. ' naround’ (U) 
ae iis ae ssion i ospec 2d | 96.000. arin ; “ji — av 
Estimates for This Week off with nearly a record opening day. Palace ‘(RK( (2.600: 50-70)— |} releappiateedina sock, and best Danny Kaye | ott rede + (2,200; 40-70) “The 
Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1) — | ‘Also doing well is “The Black Angel” “Time Their Lives” (U). Slow $11.- film to play here. Ideal fall weather | p . ithe aA ) (2d Wk). Packing a 
“Holiday Mexico” (M-G) (4th wk). | at Keith’s. 000. Last week, “Beaucaire” (Par),|iS partly to blame for slump fr hi at wallop at $15,000 or over, 
Ole $4,500. Last week, $6,300. Estimates for This Week | swell $17,000. ‘I recent high le a a oes bf ich ought to rate it another 
Beverly Hills Music Hall (Blu-| Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- | Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-70)— fa lk hig lg ey ees co 
menfeld-G&S) (824; 85-$1) —“Cae- | 60)—“Courage of Lassie’ (M-G). | “Beaucaire” (Par) (m.o.). Nifty Estimates for This Week “lenme (Loew S-UA) (3,300; 40-70) 
gar and Cleopatra” (UA) (4th wk). | Drawing fair $14,000. Last week, ‘T¢ | $6,500 Last week, “Notorious” Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 40-60) | lj ee ve (UA). _Expensive Eng- 
Just $3,000. Last week, stout $6,100. | I’m Lucky” (M-G), $13,200. | (RKO), third sesh on main stem, | « “Searching Wind” (Par) and} He: _DIsBle as taking “ft on chin, 
Carthay Circle (FWC) (1.518: 50- Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240: | sock $8.000. '| “Slightly Scandalous” (U). Mi Id | sade , costly campaign apparently 
$1)—“Claudia and David” (20th) 20-70)—“‘Notorious” (RKO). Top- | $11,000. Last week, “French Key” cag help it any and critics didn't 
(m.o.). Good $7,000. Last week, “Cen- ping town with extra shows pushing | (Rep) with Stan Kenton orch, others $19 000. gn hig Bremen sae 
tennial Summer” (20th) (2d wk- this to smash $28,000. Last» week, ;on stage, dandy $21,000 at 46-72c oat” Se which is depressing. Last 
m i okay $4,100. lthird of “Kid From_ Brooklyn” exico- , | in ; site ae (Par) (2d wk), 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: 50- | | (RKO), down: to $12,800, but zm C Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 40-6 — ed. ° " 
$1) “Te I'm Lucky” (20th) and | | fine. : cn oe From Brooklyn” ‘ay wie (WB) (800; 40-70) “Searching 
“Strange nag am. Light Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- | |Socko $17,000. Last week ‘Anns’ | show (Par) (m.0.). May get a bit 
$12,000. Last week. “Claud (20th) | 60)—“Time of Their Lives” (U). hi h), oke $13,000. . ony a woeful $2,000 on moveover 
{94 wit) closed at $10,600. Opens today (Tues.) after good re- Sleep . cow's (Loew's) (2.450: 40-60)— bpe-y Stanley, where it was mild, 

Downtown (WB) (1.800: 50-$1) — | SPOMSE for “Black Angel” (U) at “Gallant Journey” (Col) and “Man | wh week, “Two Guys Milwaukee” 
“Bis Sleep” (WB). Biz $30.000. Last $12,500. In ahead, “Beaucaire” | Who Dared” (Col). Slow $12,000. vb a (m.o.), Okay $4,000 for third 
week, “2 Guys Milwaukee” (WB) (F ar) (3d wk). Dig $12,500. | . Louis, Sept. 2 24. | L ast week, “Diary of Chambermaid” a yi downtown. ; 

(3d wk-5 days). fair $10,700. a Little (Rappaport) (206; 35-66 )— It's a battle between teliday in | (UA), $13,000. | oy, ouater (Harris) (1,750; 40-70) 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- | 2?¢? City” (Indie). Nice $3,500, | Mexico” and “The Big Sleep” | Lyrie (Katz-Dolle) (1, pots 40-60) | ay ungle Princess” (Par) (reissue) 
feld) (872: 85-$1)—“Cleopatra” (UA) oke for this capacity. Last week, | with “The Fr re & Sleep” teamed |—"Anna” (20th) (m.o.). Fair $5,000. | $4.0 “Swamp Fire” (Par). Okay 
(4th wk). Near $10.000. Last week Henry V (UA) (9th wk), at $2.40 -_ he French Key” currently | Last week, “Canyon Passage” (U) | lla Tg east week, “Sui 
good $14,500. G. "e a Ri for final stanza. with “Mexico” sock and doing the (m.0.), $7,500. a eo T a” ak 

Eevotian (FWC) 538: 50-$ ke Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)— | best at Loew's. “Sleep” is ; : | : ant range riangle (20th) 
“Holidav Mexico” onay pg Po “Black Beauty” (20th). House aver- | ger Fo -: ” Sree 2 as te Bie | | $3,000. 
Oke $8.000. Last week Lig vk). age of $4,000. Last week, “Earl Car- | Xx. z is steady all over town. H t S| hs H - Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70) 

Fl Rev (FWC) (861: 50-$1) — roll Sketchbook” (Rep), fair $3,300. |Loew’s has hiked its scale to the ea ous ub But | ‘The Stranger” (RKO). Not going 
“fake Mine Music” (RKO) (2d wk). | “chem ee eet: ‘1,800; 20-60 )— Mic 1e = the Fox, Ambassador and t nes ye geno acca draw 
Good $7.000. Last week. $10,60 -| “Claudia and David” (20th) (2d wk), | “U°°08R ‘N Wh 406: ge gg Beg 

Four Star (UA-WC) ‘oie: "5-85 Firm $8,000 after fancy initial sesh Estimates for This Week 0 orious am ’ $16,000 looms, Last week, “Searche 
“They Were Sisters’ (U) ‘(th | daniee Ambosater (FAM) (2.08: 60.78 ‘Angel’ - 9 ling Wind” (Par), mild $18,500. 
wk). Nice  $3.500 ca” seal Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-74)—“Big | —"Claudia and macian cane 50-75) nge . tar-Garter 266 Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70) “Wife 
$4.600. ; = ’ Sleep (WB) (2d wk). Maintaining “Shadow “ot We Javid (20th) and Monte Cristo” (PRC). First time an 

Guild (FWC) (968: 50-$1) — fine gait at $17,000 after smash first | $18 000 aad esse (WB). Trim Boston, Sept. 24. indie distrib ever got such an im- 
“Canyon Passage” (U). Solid $8,500 round at $23,700. et chet aan ra ‘Searching Sudden terrif hot spell threw a pressive first-run break here. Pic- 
Last week, “White Tie and Tails” 4 ge ee Up” (Par 617500 earts Growing | wrench into the Hub’s biz this week. _. is ay peel ag} $10,000 or 
(U) and “Wi > Cristo” . (| d N ; span, 1k on se. as week, “Deadline at 
(2a wk). Lo hep Cristo” (PRC) au la 1¢e , A. ... — < —at, (5,000; 50-75)—"Big aa all takes to the small po-| Dawn” (RKO) and “Shadow of a 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfela) (956:| ’ ’ (Re p” (WB) and “The French Key” os oes a and causing yanking | Woman” (WB), only $7. 000. 
85-$1 )—"Cleopatra” (UA) 4 ae 3 Fools Smart t 166 men Fine $25,000. Last week,| °° °‘' ral pictures. Only new bills 
Fivales at $3,500. Last cae Bt a ’ 8 meniee ah ‘Par) and “Danger pede . RKO houses, “Notorious” do- 

oliyeten er ho ™ mt ’ B * 9 vpn! (U) (10 days), $34,000. “Bl: best by far at Memorial, and ‘Hi 0 | 29, 

“Big Sleep” (WB) Sock $28,000. ealicaire 14G on 2d “Holiday — ) (3,172; 50-75)—| coe eee ; with stage show, Is UWn usty 
Last week, “Two-Guys” (WB) (3d iay in Mexico” (M-G), Sock n is moderate at the Boston. 
wk-5 days), oke $7,400, _— ET Cm, Sat. 3. ‘Cal's ene week, “Renegades” Estimates for This Week In Okay Det ’ ‘Claudia’ 

Hollyweoad Music Hall (BI bak ee s are on the milder side, 0 and “Great to Be Young” Boston (RKO) (3.200: ? 
feld) (475: 85) “C] ? .Stumen~ ou 1Z is pleasant all around. (Col), $15,000. “Black Angel” 3,200; 50-$1.10)— ‘ ° 9 
(4th wk). Ok “$3 a ae pe (UA) | “Three Wise Fools,” at the Midland, Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— Garter” on (U) plus “Star and Stout 366 Lassie 326 
$4 aan ' ce $3,000. Last week, | looks in for a good week. “Claudia “Martha Ivers” (Par) and “2 Guys rey cl ‘i pe vue. Modest $26,000 due ’ 

Iris (FWC) (920: 50.88)—"C:; | and David” in the three Fox first- Fer _T. ‘WB) (2d run) Good von tg ee Last week, “Can- Detroit, Sept. 24. 
Passage” (U). Fin "'s8 000. anyon | runs is set for eight days, and nice. | $13,000, Last week, “Martha Ivers” | Past Face (U) (3d wk) plus Tony There are four holdovers and as 
int) first-run, after oan f Moved | Kids went back to school last week, (Par) and “Anna” (20th) (2d run) | 04 000 orch, others, on stage, solid | Many new bills this week with the 
quent. ts ace wy a ars as subse- | a week late because of the polio epi- $16,000. , sam : : overall total satisfactory. Biggest 
cation a five-theatre local | demic. Ringling circys on a three- | Orpheum (Loew) (2,000: 44-65)— “Heney Vy" (M-P) (1,500; $2.40)—| money will go to “Claudia and 

Leew Stage (Loew-WC ‘ | day stand last week is estimated to | Renegades” Col) and “Great to Be ttle. b (26th wk). Heat hurt qa/ David” at the big Fox but “To Each 
60-$1)—"Tf I'm I ky" 4 ; (2,404; | have taken out a batch of coin. |} Young” (Col) ‘(m.o.) Sad Gr 500 y vine Pe film now is getting the stu- His Own.” at the smaller United 
“Strange. Troms y a (20th) and | Estimates for This Week l Lew week, “Courage of A at $6. » Rygearre and second wind for nice | Artists, looks comparatively stronger. 
$23 000. Last a ec ie os aoe | MV Esquire, Uptown, Fairway (Fox | (M-G) and “Out of Depths” (Col) Alre Paige winter-long run in view. | “White Tie and Tails” is moderate 
ia0th) “ee me m. a Claudia | "Claude (820, 2,043, 700: 45-65). | (™.0.), neat $8,000. s . Fae ‘a: y passed record for any run | at the Dow ntown. “Courage of 

pe aaatee re oa es Claudia and David” (20th). Came St. Lovis (F&M) (4.000: 50-60)— a Last week, $5,800. Lassie” shapes as sturdy at the 
60-$1 )—“Holiday eax (2.097: | in a day early and will be in for 8 “O.S.S.” (Par) and “Smoky” (20th) “Martha. a (1,373; | 40-80 )— | Sroadway- y-Capitol. 

(4th wk) Strong $17 000. Le S (M-G) days. Nice $18,000 or over. Lest Oke $8,500. Last week. “The Plains. | Pa artha Ivers” (Par) and “Sunset | Estimates for This Week 
$21,100 : ng $17,000. Last weck, ween Anna King of Siam” (20th) |man” (Par) and “Jungle hep ge” a. gg Had previous week | ,, Adams (Balaban) (2,863; 60-85)— 

Million Dollar ‘D'tow 9. (2d wk), fancy $12,000 in 6 days. | (Par) (reissues), big $12,000. es Met; opens here today (Tues.) | Canyon Passage” (U) and “Mysteri« 
85-85)—"Dead of Night” n) (2,.20;| | Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— seaidaseansnndeeaniaaeetne ‘ps r yanking “Searching Wind” | 2's Mr. Valentine” (Rep) (3d wk). 
run) with Boyd ashen 0 ch ‘se (24 The U eae ool) ot, ae Jon fifth d a ene Se $18,600 — a er 
oiled ee Raew orch, § enor The | nknown” (Col). Family trade D Mild ‘ 1 day of secénd week with ’ ’ 
bor ty BB ay wl a $19.000. Last | boosting this to neat $16,000, and enver ] eo Only berry $5,000. First week was fine Broadway - Capitol (United De- 

oe ee fero” (Mono) may hold. Last week, “Courag 11,000. troit) (3,400; 60-85)—‘“‘Courage of 
with Freddie Stewart. Warren Mil ," ‘ ge of . b] Ms i ie” j 
Seana wed pe bg Mills, assie (M- -G) and “Perilous Holi- 206, Wed Ni 126, od ajestic ‘Brand-Mage) (1,500; 40- Lassie (M-G) and “Larceny. in 
Mateus Sune ¥4 eee ee Ray | day” (Col), $15,000. ce i Seandal in Paris” (UA) and| Heart’ (PRC). Big $32,000. Last 
$2°.200. Ji reisser on stage, good oe (Paramount) (1,900; 45- Denver, Sept. 24. & ee. oe Dole” (Indie) (2d wk). week, “O.S.S.” (Par) and “Swamp 

Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2,210; 55 S lid Beaucaire” (Par) (2d wk). Final week of polio restrictions is | | Was off at $6,000 after nice $9,000 Fire” (Par) (4th wk), stout $14,000. 
$))—‘‘Make Mine | Musi 7 OR) 0) = $14,000, first week’s $20,000. | letting 18-year-olds attend theatre "a i Downtown (Balaban) (2,683; 60- 
and “Wanderer Wasteland” ‘RKO) | “N rpheum (RKO) (1.900; 45-65)— | tak Start of echall ie aiewineg this| “Nem “an I 85)—“White Tie and Tails” (U) and 
(2d wk). Down to $16,000 L he id amg (RKO) (3d_ wk). Biz | favorable influence. Number of hold- | at $40 lous’ (RKO). Best in town They Were Sisters” _‘U) rye A 
week, smash $29 300 lin 1 - this up well on this; getting $12,000 | Overs also is holding down overall | ¥ womens: © ham, despite heat wave. $12,000. Last week, “Song of Arl- 

. re” an. i is round, and could go to a fourth | total. Top newcome 8 down overall) Last week, “Time of Lives” ( zona” (Rep) with Ink Spots, Peg 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 59-$1) week. Last w -s th | € yer is “Caesar and rl We} = U) and 
“Notorious” (RKO) (ath wk). G _ et ast week, great $15,000. Cleopatra,” but it’s moderate in | Gt ey ere Sisters” (U), neat $28,- Leg Bates, Eddie Vinson orch, others 
$14,000. Last week, sturdy $18 gd (Fox Joffee) (2.100; 39-60) | three spots. ate in| 000 in 8 days. on stage, nice $18,000. 

Paramount (F&M) Ne Sean (Re from Rainbow _ Valley” Estimates for This Week ropes (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) Fox (Fox-Michigan ) (4.049; 60-85) 
“Martha Ivers” (Par) and “G I. War (R p). y # ‘Night Train Memphis” Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) — “Der Guys Milwaukee” (WB) and “Claudia and David” (20th). Stout 
Brices” (Rep). Stout $32 000 * Test |‘ ‘Swane Fire” 38.500. Last week, | eeenee Passage” (U) and “Slightly a ~yo pone Opened here to- $36,000, ne gt pen Rdg = ee i, 
week. “Beaucaire” (Par) and “God's Sore Pay (Par) and “Dark | Scandalous” ‘U) (m.o.). Big $5,500. | ne “Centennial Sum- anc antom lief” (CO 
Cc ntry” “Ain —s i. I ; a Ss rse a $8,000. Last wer k “*( , : reat mer” (Par) and ‘ ‘Swam Fire” powerful $30, 000. 
$12,200. (Indie) (4th wk), down to| __ | 0th) and’ “T “aomgg Ahn I (on fifth day of mace | = ped Madison (United Detroit) (1.8 56; 

Paramount . Hollywood (F&M) | (U) “wis | (m.0.), $4,500, : ol) $16,000. First week hit staunch p= gM ae ae cat 
(1 451: 50-$1) —“Martha Ivers” ly ad and Wife Monte Cristo” (PRC)| Denham ‘Cockrill) (1.750: 35-74) | $32,000. (RKO) and “Seventh Ve i” (U). 

+ @12 0 Phe geen fag ll ar). d wk), good $9,600. |“The Plainsman” A tae Fe aa _s Orpheum (Loew) ( . Okay $2,400 in 3 days. Last week 
Fat $18,000. Last week Beaucaire” Uptow FWC - = | - e ain: all (Par) (2d wk) “LT A); . 2,900; 40-80 )— “2 Sist . ” d 
(Par) (4th wk), neat $11,809. “Ip Pr wn (FWC) (1,719; 50-$1)—“If| Fine $11,500. Last week sreat | Holiday Mexico” (M-G). Conked out | “Perilous. from Boston” (M-G) ar 

BO bilintnost cHKO)’ (2,000; $0-| Triangle” (20th). Fair $8,000 tnt |  Denv ; reat) on heat wave to $19,000, thin, after Se — = 
80)—“Notorious” | ) 5th ot) | wee eat ah air $8,000. Last; Denver ‘Fox) (2,525; 35-7 — i $29,000 for first. Lich ‘ha )34: 
Oif to $16,000. ; bak wr ok, big $18,- fair $6 — (20th) (2d wk), | “Caesar and Cleopatra” (UA), day- | ~~ (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 6088) Martha Iv ie Ne 
600. a ee eee ee pines ae aa date with Esquire, Webber. vay: | Martha Ivers” (Par) and “Sunset | « ~*  cepepech sat pe ca? 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; _50-$1) — ey Caner a eane | Soe en, ee Monen Wer: case (ESD). Opened, Saad. eeee Rousing $28,000. tint week, ter! fie 
“Canyon Passave” (U). Solid $11,000.| Sturdy $7 5 : vga ’ er awk). a (W) ane “Slightly Scandalous” Fast Pearse bali ye $38,000 000. Last week, terr! 

ss + agate 4,000. Last week, $11,700. |'U), also squi r ; aS ) Mono) folded on pare . mAs 
ie wee. hite | Tie oan and ag Rt, C) (2.296; 50-$1) | $18,000. juire, Webber, big arty ad of second week with limp a oan: dal ry A eae ~ 
jo ae ae . ay Mexico” ‘(M-G) (4th wk).| Esquire | YF « 512,000. Last week. tri fps! GE we 10 and “Fred- 

k), nice $5,60 - wk). isquire (Fox) » 35-74) —" “ . trim $18,000. +: . 
Wteale Cay FW ~~ | Good $8,500, Last week, $10,800, "| patra” (UA) Moy mo tee Wee | , State (Loew) -@,200; 40-80)—“Hol- die Steps Out” ith wk) Still 
PO mere man GY a ys 50-$1)— ant (WB) 12,300: 30-$1)—"Big | Nice $3,500.’ Last week,’ Webber. ide Mexico” (4-4i). Slouthed on| ccna at, $15,000. Last week, sur- 

anyo assage | J). Hefty $8,500. eep” (WB). Potent $27.00 Oe a eke ee week, “Canyon| second week t ‘ld €1: prising $20,000. 

Switched to first-run for Universal’s week, “Two Guys” ‘BW) 3d bene Fe ar ee Slightly Scan-| good $19,000 Arst mild $12,000 after| United Artists (United Detroit) 
new day-dater setup. days), fair $6,500 ’ | : , also Denver, Webber,| Tremont (Brand- , (1,941; 60-85)—“To Each His Own” 

' nited Artist J r 5 . $4,000. rand Mage) (1,500; 40- (P “ 

ists (UA-WC) (2,100; Laurel ‘(Rosener) (835: : 80)—“Scandal i aad? ; , ar) and “Hearts Growing Up” 

$20 -$1)—“Canyon Passage * «(U). Trim ;—“Henry V” ‘15th wi” Lives om Ba a M- ay 600; 35-74) — | “Love on Dole” ‘andie) Se oe (Par). Lusty $29,000. | Last, week, 

20,000. Last week, “W hite. Tie’ | $4,000 Last - oth Vv ‘ rely uas Oo ec iat ) and “Str . ) ié). Second| “Caesar and Cl . d 
$4,000. st week. $5.! ange | week o ‘ é eopatra” (UA) an 
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Chi Strong Despite H.0.’s; ‘Killers’ 
Sock 376; Wed 34G, ‘Stranger’ 306, 2d 


Chicago, Sept. 24. 


+ 


There's only one newcomer this | 
week with biz continuing strong de- 
spite a heat wave and impending 
Jewish holidays. “Killers” looks to 
get a terrific $37,000 in its initial 
frame at the Palace. 

Holdovers doing particularly well 
are “Monsieur Beaucaire,” with An- 
drews Sisters on stage, at Chicago, 
$57,000; “Easy To Wed,” at United 
Artists, $34,000; “Stranger,” at 
Woods, $30,000; “Caesar and Cleo- 
patra.” at Grand, $17,000; and “Cen- 
tennial Summer,” at Roosevelt, 
$24,000 


Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 65-95 )—‘‘Al- 


wavs Loved You” (Rep) (4th wk). 
Trim $15,000. Last week, nice 
$17,000 

Chicage (B&K) (3,900; 65-95) - 
“Beaucaire’ (Par) plus Andrews 
Sisters on stage (4th wk). Strong 
$57.000. Last week, great $63,000 
Civie (Wildberg) (900; $1.10-$2.40) 
—“Henry V” (UA) (8th wk). Fine | 
$14.800. Last week, potent $16,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 65-95) — 
“Fach His Own” (Par) (12th wk). 
Healthy $11,000. Last week, lofty 
$13,000 

Grand (RKO) (1,150; 65-95) — | 
“Cleopatra” (UA) (6th wk). Plump 
$17.000. Last week, opulent $20,000. 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,240; 65-95) 


— Bascomb” 
ard orch on stage (2d wk). 
$45,000. Last week, terrific 
Palace (RKO) (2,500: 
“Killers” (U) Staggering 
Last week, “Crack-Up” 
“My Pal Trigger” (Rep), 
$27.000 
Reosevelt 
“Centennial 
wk) Flashv 
grand $27,000 
State-Lake (B&K) 
“Night and Day” 
Mighty $30.000 
$32 000 
United Artists 
95)—"“Fasv 
Sterling 
$36 000 
Woods 
“Strange 
$30.000. | 


$65,000 
65-95) 

$37,000 
(RKO) and 
fairly good 


(B&K) (1,500: 65-95) 
Summer” (20th) (2d 
$24,000. Last week, 


(2,700: 
(WB) 
Last 


65-95 )— 
(4th wk). 
week, sizzling 


(B&K ) 
to Wed” 
$34.000 


(1,700: 
(M-G) (2d wk). 
Last week. giant 


(Essaness) 
(RKO) 


week, 


(1.200: 65-95) 
(2d wk) Sock 
big $31.000 


Basie Boosts ‘Crack-Up’ 
Fat 22¢ in Mild Me!c.: 
‘Lassie’ 166, ‘Lucky’ 126 


Minneapolis, Sept. 24 
Current line-up holds more new- 


ast 


| only 
(M-G) plus Eddy How- | 
Bangup | 


| $30,000 la 


| Sleep” 


| 
' 


65- | 


|Last week. “Centennial Summer” 
(20th) ¢m.c.), $3,500. 

Obio (‘Loew’s) (1,200; 50-70)— 

“Beaucaire” (Par) (m.o.). No drop; 


| 000. 


| “Lover 


| 000 


comers than for many weeks, with | 
only three holdovers. With Count | 
Basie’s band and revue on 


and “Crack-Up,” 


the Orpheum will 
likely pace 


the field. Radio City’s 
“Courage of Lassie” and the State's 
“If I'm Lucky” 
big money. 
another 
good. 


“A Seandal in Paris.” 
major entry, doesn’t look so 
Biz is a bit spotty. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par) (900: 30-44)—“Truth 
About Murder” (RKO) and “Slight- 
ly Scandalous” (U). In 4 days, satis- 
tactory $1.800. Last week, “Game of 
Death” (RKO) and “Dark Horse” 
(U) split with “Invisible Informer” 


(Rep) and “One Exciting Week” 
(Rep). okay $2,200 in 8 days. 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
Scandal in Paris” (UA). Light 
$6,000 looks about all. Last week. 


“Beaucaire” (Par) (3d wk). fine $6.,- 


Gopher (Par) (1,100; 44-50)— 


“The 
lainsman” (Par) (reissue). Big $4.- 
0. Last week, “She Wrote Book” 
(U>, $3,000. 


‘ds (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—“Young 
Widow” (UA) 


(m.o.). Mildish $4,000 
looks about all. Last week, “Three | 
Wise Fools (M-G) (2d wk), fair 
$5.000 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50-85) 
“Crack-Up” (RKO) and Count Basie 
— and revue on stage Fancy 
ee ol sight. Last week, “2 Guys 
waukee” (WB) ¢ rk g 
$9,000 (2d wk), neat 
_ Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70) — 
t Ourage of Lassie” (M-G). Hitting 
ast $16,000. Last week, “Rendezvous 
ith Annie” (Rep) and Desi Arnaz 


Orch, Vivian Blaine, others, on stage, 
solid $31.000 at 50-85c. scale. 

ome Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70) ~— 
oars. Sleep” (WB) (2d wk). Looks 
sreat $12,000 after sock $14,000 first 


week 
State (Par) (2.300: 50-70)—“If I'm 
pucky (20th). Divided opinions, but 
seme ly w ill do good $12,000. Last 
veek, Young Widow” (UA), $10,000. 
Uptewn (Par) (1,100; 50-55) — 
(WB). Good $4,500. 


‘Nig ht and Day” 
“ast week, “Stolen Life” (WB). neat 


$4.000 
World (Par-Steffes) (350; 50-90) — 
Thy; ee Milwaukee” (WB) (m.o.). 
$2.00 weck downtown. Satisfactory 
Last week, “Caesar and Cleo- 
(UA) (Sth wk), okay $1,800. | 


stage | 


are well up in the | 


| National 


| for 


| Vie 


“Suspense” 





Grosses Are Net 


Film estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., with- 
out 20° tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic 
prices, however, 


_ clude the U. S. 


gross 


the 


admission 
as indicated, in- 
amusement tax. 


‘Lover’ -Ink Spots 
Smash 426, Cleve. 








Cleveland, Sept. 24 
Teeing off the Palace’s fall vaude 
season, the Four Ink Spots and an 
|all-colored unit are pushing “Lover 


Come Back” 
the Palace 


doing 


All the 
than 


holdovers are 
better ordinary, with 
“Easy to Wed” in the velvet at State 
and “Canyon Passage” 
the Hipp. Stillman pencilled in the 
other first-runner, “Searching 
Wind,” but it’s not faring well 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 50-70)—‘No- 
torious” (RKO) (m.o.). Socky on 
fifth downtown week, $11,000. Last 
week, “Big Sleep” (WB) = (m.o.) 
perky $10.000 

Hipp (Warners) 
“Canyon Passage” 
stanza nice $15,000, 
st week. ; ; 
Lake (Warners) (800; 50-70)—“Big 
(WB) (m.o.). Pleasing $3,800. 


(3.700: 50-70)— 
(U). Second 
following big 


in sight on fourth downtown lap, $7,- 
Last week. “Courage of Lassie” 
(M-G) ‘tm.o.), $5,000 
Palace ‘RKO) (3,300; 
Come Back” 


60-95 )— 
(U) plus Ink 
others. on stage. Smash $42,- 
initial fall stage show. Last 
week, “Notorious” (RKO) (4th wk), 
niftv $18.000 and nearly $100,000 for 
month's run, 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 50-70)— 
“Easy to Wed” (M-G) (2d wk). Fast | 
$18,500 after nabbing big $29,000 last 


Spots, 


as 


week. 
Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 50-70)— 
“Searching Wind’ (Par). Being 


kicked around by patrons as well as 
crix. mild $12.500. Last week, “Beau- 
caire* (Par? (m.o.), 
third lap. 


L’ville Spotty; 0. 5, 8. 
Lofty 166, ‘Queen’-Vaude 
Hot 186, ‘Suspense’ 116 


Louisville, Sept. 24. 
“O.S.S.” at the Rialto and ‘ ‘Queen 
of Burlesque” plus stage bill at the 


week. Other houses are not getting | 


top grosses, and generally speaking 
it looks like a less than good week 
the downtown houses. Interest | 
in the play-off serics between Louis- 
ville and Indianapolis baseball | 
teams possibly is hurting. 

Estimates for This: Week 


Brown $ (4th 


40-60)—Young Widow” (UA) and 


“Abilene Town” ‘(UA) (m.o.). Good 
$4.500 Last week. “Canyon Pas- 
sage” (U) (m.o.). $5,500 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—"Green Years” (M-G) and “Blon- 
| die’s Lucky Dav” (Col). Satisfac- 
tory  $3.200. Last week, “Blue 
Dahlia” (Par) and “Night in Para- 
dise” (U). $3,300. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100: 
40-60) — “Two Guys Milwaukee” 
(WB) (2d wk). Mild $4,000 after 


initial week's excellent $8,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 60-80) 
—“Queen of Burlesque” (PRC) and 
stage show headed by Bonnie Baker | 
and Three Stooges Pointing to fine 
$18,000. Last week. “Night Editor” 
(Col) and A. B. Marcus show “La 
Paree.” $13,000 

Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 46- 
60)—“"O.S.S.” (Par) and “Hot Cargo” 
(Par) Alan Ladd is hot marquee 
name here Strong $16.000. Last 
week, “Kid From Brooklyn” (RKO), 
smash $22.000 

State ‘Loew's) (3,300: 
(Mono) and 
Ranch” «M-G) hin $11,000. 
week, “Young Widow” (UA) 
“Abilene Town” (UA), solid $19,000 
and m.o 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) 
40-60)—""Cluny Brown” 
“Shouldn't Happen to 
Fairish $5.000 Last 
Come Back” (U) 
Seven Moons” (U), 


40-60 »— 
“Boys” 
Last 


(20th) and 
Dog” (0th) 
week, “Love: 
and “Madonna 
about same. 


| 
| 
| 


| From Milwaukee,” 


| Guys 


+", eek, 
\ 


| 000 


} and $2 


doing fine at | 


| Despite 
| big 


up to smash session at | 


HOPE SMASH $21,000, Bay Spotty, Long Runs a Factor; 


‘Lucky’ Rapped But Terrif $34,000, 


BUFF; ‘2 GUYS’ 206 


Buffalo, Sept. 24. 
“Monsieur Beaucaire” is the win- 
ner here this week with a big session 
on tap. Next best is “Two Guys 
also hefty. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 40-70)—‘2 
Milwaukee” (WB) and 
“Swamp Fire” (Par). Hefty $20,000 
Last week, “Searching Wind” (Par) 
Okay $17,000 
Great Lakes 
-“Beaucaire’ 
for Bob 
“Claudia 
$17,500 
(Shea) (2.100: 
“Claudia and David” (20th) 
Neal $7,000, neat Last 
“Human Bondage’ (WB) 
trim $7,600. 
Lafayette 
“Stage 
“House 


(Shea) (3.000: 
(Par) Big 

Hope comedy 
and David” 


40-70) 
$21,000 
Last 


(20th) 


neu 


bullish 
Hipp 40-70 )— 
(m.o.) 
week, 
(m.o.), 
(Basil) (3.300: 40-70)— 
Door Canteen” (UA) and 
Across Bay” (UA) (reissues). 
“Gallant Journey” (Col). Good $17,- 
after “Stage Door Canteen” 
and “Across Bay” (UA) (re- 
were yanked after 3 days, 
500 Last week, “Down 
Way” (PRC) and “Aval- 
anche (PRC), oke $10,000 
Teck (Shea ) (1,400; 
“Searching Wind” (Par) 
Scant $5,000 or near. Last 
“Martha Ivers” (Par) (m.o.), 
20th Century (20th Cent.) 
40-70) — “Notorious” (RKO) 
wk). Fine $10,000 in 8 days 
week, fancy $13,000. 


(UA) 


Issues ! 


Missouri 


40-70 )— 


week, 
$5,300. 
(3,000; 
(4th 
Last 





‘Heat Slows Frisco But 





| (WB) (2d wk). 
i“ ta 
| Last week “Searching Wind” 


lusty $9,200 for | 


| $5.500. 


| 





are leading the field this | week. fine $13.200. 


‘His Own’ Neat $27,500; 
‘Gallant’ Dull at $12,500 


San Francisco, Sept. 24. 
Market Street biz is off be- 
of three-day heat wave. 
this “Notorious” continues | 
in fourth week at the Golden 
Gate backed by vaude. and “Caesar 
and Cleopatra” also looks okay at 
United Artists despite being in sixth 
frame. Top new entry is “Each His 
Own” which is rated only good at 


All 
cause 


| the Warfield. 


Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (2,844; 60-95)—“No- 
torious” (RKO) (4th wk) plus vaude | 
headed by Tommy Dix and Rose 
Murphy. Great $25,500. Last week, 
hefty $32,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4.651: 55-85)—‘‘Mar- 
tha Ivers” (Par) (2d wk). Poor 
$12,500. Last week, good $26,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 55-85)— 
“Each His Own” (Par). Good $27,- 
500. Last week, “2 Guys Milwaukee” 
nice $16,500. 
Paramount (FWC) (2,646; 55-85)— 
Lucky” (20th) and “Yank 
In London” (20th) mild $21,000. | 
and “Specter of Rose” (Rep) (2d 
wk). $7,000 in 3 days of holdover. 

St. Franeis (F\WC) (1,400; 55-85 )— 
“Centennial Summer” (20th). Sad 
Last week (3d wk) (m.o.) 
an insipid $11,500. 

State (FWC) (2.133: 55-85)—‘“2 
Guys Milwaukee (WB) (m.o.). $7,500 
Last week. “Beaucaire”’ (Par) (2d 
wk) (m.o.), fairly good $9,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448: 55- | 
85)—“Gallant Journey” (Col) (24 | 
wk). Tepid $12,500. Last week, 


| $19,000. 
United Artists (Blumenfeld) 1.,- | 
‘Caesar and Cleopatra” 


207: 55-85 »—* 
(UA) (6th wk). Okay $7,600. Last | 





‘Boys’ Ranch $18,000 In 


! 
| 
| 


| the list hereabouts in a fairly nice | 
| week. 
jin 





| Perky 


Ave.-Loew’s) (1,000; Majestic’s 


}—“Cla 


Prov.; ‘Bondage’ Fat 176 


Providence, Sept. 24. 
State’s “Boyvs’ Ranch” and 
“Of Human Bondage” top | 


Loew's 


“Canyon Passage” is strong 
econd week at RKO Albee. 
“Searching Wind.” at Strand, is off 


recent pace for this house. 


Estimates fer Th's Heuse 
Albre (RKO) (2,200: 44-65 )—*Can- 
yon Passage” (U) and “Cuban Pete” 
(U) (2d wk). Hefty $14,000. First 
sesh rang up solid $18,000. 

Carlton ‘(Favy-Loew) (1,400: 44-65) 
udia and David” (20th) 
“Straneo Holidav” (Indie) (2d run) 
36.000. Last week. “Centen 
nial Summer” (20th) (2d run}, 


good 


| $5,000 


lin Draft” 
| headed 
| $8,000 


| die). 


and | 


(3,400: | 


Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65 )\—“‘Caught 
(Par) (reissue) and vaude 
by Grace Drysdale. Peppy 
Last week. “Bandit of Sher- 
wood Forest” (Col) (2d run) and 
vaude. nice $7.500 
Majestie (Fay) 
“Human Bondage” (WB) and ‘“Car- 
avan Trail” (WB). Healthy $17,000 
Last week. “Claudia and David” 
(20th) and “Strange Holiday” 
solid $19,000 
State (Loew ) (3,200 
“Bovs’ Ranch” (M-G) and “Faithful 
in Mv Fashion” (M-G). Trim $18.,- 
000. Last week, “Young Widow” 
(UA) and “Breakfast in Hollywood” 
(M-G). solid $20,000 
Strand (Silverman) 
Seereline Wind’ 
$12.000. Last 


(2.200 44-65 )— 


44-65 )— 


(2 900: 
(Par) 


say * 
wees, 


44-65) 
Fairly 


“0.8.8.” 


‘avd 


((Par) (od Ww k), sU-s0 $6,500. 


(m.o.). | 


(Par) | 


and | 


(In- | 


— 





Rendezvous 11G, ‘Notorious 6th 1336 


Broadway 
in current 
of long-run attractions 
product contributing to 
picture In contrast to 
trend of some pictures 
holding up to the st: 
opening weeks 

Only three pictures 
opened during the past week 
I'm Lucky,’ pushed around by the 
reviewers, is heading for a terrific 
| $34,000 on initial stanza at the Vic- 
toria. Jive crowd went for this one, 
especially over the weekend. “Ren- 
dezvous With Annie.” which came 
into the bandbox Gotham last Satur- 


shapes up 
with 


a bit spottily 
final weeks 
and mild 
the mixed 
the offish 
others are 
pace Set 


session, 


ong 


one a reissue 


“Tf 


|}day (21), is heading for a modest 
$11,000. below recent biz at this 
house “Destry Rides Agail the 
reissue — lke good $7,500 at the 
small Rialto 

Four long-runners cor tinue stout- 
ly Paramount, with “Beaucaire” 
plus Charlie Spivak band and others 


| on stage, still is strong at $88,000 for 
third week ended last night (Tues.) 
while “Notorious.” plus stageshow, 
at the Music Hall, is displaying 
| markable stamina, 
| likely for sixth stanza ending today 
| (Wed.). Hall expects it to stay an 
|eighth week or longer if 
| continues. Also remarkably 
| is the Strand combo of “Big 
| and Bob Crosby 
| and others on stage. 
| for $53,000 this session 
sixth week set. “The Killers,” 
continues in great fashion at 
| Winter Garden, doing $43.000 
| fourth round ended last night. 
Capitol brings “Three 
Fools” plus Paul 
oe Tilton and Roddy McDowall. 
tomorrow (Thurs.) after six solid 
weeks of “Holiday 
| Gene Krupa band, Mitzi Green and 
| others on stage. 
Rivoli teed off with 
Before the Mast” yesterday 
| ing nine money- making sessions with 
| Till End of Time.” “Three Little 
| Girls in Blue,” 
Maurice Rocco, Mary Raye & Naldi 
| on stage, opens today at the Roxy. 
Palace opens “Sister Kenny” 
Saturday (28) after an _ invitation 
preview the night before. This fol- 
lows three okay weeks of “Crack- 


Up.” 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.40) 
—‘‘Caesar and Cleopatra” (UA) (3d 
wk). Holding up nicely, albeit a bit 
off early pace, with sizeable $42,000 
for current week; second was sturdy 
| $52,000. 


Capitol 
| —‘Holiday 
| Gene 


re- 


House 
(fifth), 





I 
| in 


(Loew's) (4,820: 60-$1.10) | 
in Mexico” (M-G) and | 
Krupa orch, Mitzi Green, 
| others on. stage  (6th-final 
| Slipping considerably on _ blowoff 
stanza at $64,000 or close; fifth good 


$67,000. “Three Wise Fools’ (M-G) 
plus Paul Whiteman orch, Martha | 
Tilton, Roddy McDowall on stage 


opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) 
—“Black Angel” (U). Opens here 
today. Last week. “Always Loved 
| You” (Rep) (3d wk), 
| $14,000 on 








with $133,000 


pace 
sturdy 
Sleep” | 
band, Town Criers | 


Wise | 
Whiteman band, 


in Mexico” plus 


on | 


looks | 
with | 
too, | 
the 
in 


| (Wed.). 
jit, but jitterbugs 
“Two Years | pecially last Saturday 
follow- | when theatre 


with Beatrice Kay, | 


issue) comes in next Saturday (28), 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 35-85) ~ 
“Destry Rides Again” (U) (Reissue). 
Good $7,500 likely. Gets only one 
week, “The Raider” (Indie) being 
next in. Last \ k Last Crooked 
Mile” (Rep) $9,200 

Rivoli (UA-Pa 2092: 60-$1.25) 

“Two Year Beto Mast” (Par). 
Opened yesterday with a special 
press show 8:30 p.n last night 
under auspices of U.S. Merchant 
Marine Academy. wit! Sular run 
continuing afte) Last week, “Till 
End of Time” ‘RKO). ninth week 
ended Monday (23) night. went to 
$16,200 on final six days; eighth was 


good $23,000, making very profitable 
run 

Roxy (20th) (5.886; 90-$1.20) — 
“Three Little Gu in Blue” (20th) 
plus Beatrice Kay Maurice Rocco, 
Mi; ary Raye & Nald New bill opens 
here today Last veek, “Home 
Sweet Homici (20th) and Hilde- 
garde, Patsy Kelly. Jan Murray, 
others, on stage (2d wk), stanza 
ended last night slipped to poor 
$66,000 after modest $82,000 opening 
week, picture being blamed mostly 
for offish biz 

State (Loew's) (3.450: 43-$1.10)— 
| “O.S.S.” (Par) (2d run) and stag 
| show. Fine $30,000 Last week, 
“Thrill of Brazil” (Col) (1st run) 
fand Ed Sullivan Harvest Moon 
Dance Winners, others (2d wk), 
sturdy $26,000 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.20);— 
“Big Sleep’ (WB) and Bob Crosby 
orch, Town Criers, others on stage 


| (5th wk). Still strong at 
after big $57,000 last week. 
one more after this 

Victoria (Maurer?) (720: 70-$1.20) 

—‘If I’m. Lucky” (20th). Terrific 
| $34,000 on first session ending today 
Crix generally didn’t like 
jammed house, es- 
and Sunday, 


$53,000 
Stays 
(5th) frame. 


couldn’t hold ’em. In 
lahead, “Black Beauty” (20th) (3d 
| wk), pale $8,500 
Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20)—“‘The Killers” (U) (5th wk). 
Slid a bit on fourth round ended 
last (Tues.) night but still sock at 
$43,000; third was great $52,000. 
Continues indef. Unusually com- 
prehensive, sustained ad campaign 


| 





wk). | 


| 


| Loved You.” 


| rent sesh include 


credited for way this is holding up. 


Dagger’ Lusty 
$42,000 in Philly 


Phi ladelphia, Sept. 24. 
Philly’s new product is getting a 


heavy play while holdovers§ are 
showing signs of bogging down. 
Films making their bow in cure 


“Cloak and Dag- 
“Martha Ivers” and “Always 
Last-named, a Repub- 


ger,” 


| lic production, is showing what high- 


went to only | powered bally can mean. 


n final session, extremely | 
| mild. while $19,000 was struck on | 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)—‘Al- 
| second. | ways Loved You” (Rep). Solid 
Glebe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— | $19,500 thanks to excellent bally. 
| “Scandal in Paris” (UA) (2d wk).| Last week, “Three Wise Fools” 
| Looks like thin $15.000 after mild | (M-G), pale $9,600 for second sesh, 
$20,000 in opener. “Mr. Ace” (UA) | Arcadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94)— 
— Saturday (28). |“Night and Day” (WB) (2d run). 

m (Brandt) (900: 70; $1.40) | Okay $7,000. Last week, “2 Guys 
= “Rendezvous With Annie” (Rep). | Milwaukee” 


Much below recent pace here. with! ond run. 


| 
| 
| 


initial session hitting only fair $11.- 
000 or near. Holds. however. In) 
j;ahead, fourth week of “Swamp! 
Fire’ ’ (Par) was neat $8,500. 

Golden (769; $1.20-$2.40)—"“Henry | 
|V"(UA) (4th wk) Third stanza 


| ended last Monday 
near recent gait at $13.500. while 
second was $15,000. Continues 
Hollywood (WB) +1.499: 70-$1.10) 
“Night and Dav” (WB) (9th wk). 
Staving up there nicely with $21,500 
on current frame after $23.200 on 
eighth week Likely will go 
weeks more 
Palace (RKO) 
“Crack-Up” 
$19,000. 
000 for 
(RKO) 


(1.790: 60-$1.20) 
(RKO) (3d wk). Okay 
or close to it. after fine $23.- 

second. “Sister Kenny” 
starts here next Saturday 
(26) after an invitation preview 
Friday (27) night 
| Paramount (Par) (3.664: 70-$1.20) 

“Beaucaire” (Par) plus Charlie 
Spivak orch, Peggy Lee, Bob Evans, 
the Arnauts (4th wk). Third round 
concluded last night held to strong 
$88.000 after socko $98,000 in second 
week 

Radio City 
lers) (5,945: 
(RKO) and 


Masic Hall (Rockefel- 
70-$1.25)—**Notorious” 
stageshow (‘6th wk). 
| Still terrific at $133.000 or there- 
|}abouts, after smash $139,000 last 
frame. Goes into seventh week to- 
morrow (Thurs.) with an, 
likely unless product jam forces it 
out. 

Republic (Brandt) (1,064: 
—“Specter of Rose” 
Passable $6,500 after 
third week. 


75-$1.20) 
(Rep) (4th wk). 
okay $8,000 an 
“Fantasia” (RKO re- 


(23) night held | 


four | 


eighth | 


(WB). fair $5,800 sec- 

Boyd (WB) (2.350; 50-94)—“Cae- 
sar and Cleopatra” (UA) (2d wk). 
Fairish $17,600 after neat $25,500 for 
out ie $3,800 for one-day show- 


ing at Earle. Sunday. 
Earle (WB) (2,760: 60-99 )— 
“Swamp Fire” (RKO) and Erskine 


Hawkins orch on stage. Looks oke 


$26,500. Last week. “Walls Came 
Tumbling Down” (Col) with stage 
show, poor $15.500 

Fox (20th) (2,250: 50-94)—‘Little 
Girls in Blue” (20th) (2d wk}. Dip- 


ping to $19,000 after sock $30,000 for 
opener. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1.350: 50-94) 
—‘“Martha Ivers” (Par). Looks 
husky $32,000. Last week. “Beau- 
caire” (Par) wound up stay at fine 
$15 000 for fifth canto. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—"O.S.S." (Par) (4th wk). Good 
$11,000. Third week was neat $13,- 
000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500: 50-94) 
—‘Anna” (20th) (2d run) Suffer- 
ing because of lone stay at first-run 
Fox with mild $6000 here Last 
week, “End of Time” (RKO), fair 
$7.500 second run 

Mastbaum (WB) (4.350: 50-94)— 
“Cloak and Dagger” (WB). Looks 
like big $42.000 Last week, “Big 
Sleep” (WB) dropped off sharply to 
$18.000 for third sesh. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950: 50-94)—"No- 
torious” (RKO) (4th wk). Bucking 


downward trend with bright $26,500. 


| Third week was bangup $29,500. 


| 


Stanton (WB) (1.475: 50-94)— 
“Mr. Ace” (UA) (3d wk). Mild 
G O00 aS ease! ob Son 
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polled i S brsh Packed with stars! 














starring 


~— EVELYN KEYES 
KEENAN WYNN 
ANN MILLER 
ALLYN JOSLYN 


f 
4 TITO QUIZAR 
OS VOT YOLANDA 


coc ENRIG MADRIGUERA 


A Brother ToA Mule”’.. 


sinuses | AND HIS ORCHESTRA WS 
Rivkin’ Harry Cork and Devery Freeman « Directed by ) SYLVAN SIMON eas ty SIDNEY BIDDELL 
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Ted Gamble Reviews ATA’s Reasons 


For Vigorous Intervention in Suit 








Taking issue with the expressed ¢ 

i f ¢ r or ° r- | e P 
@pinions of a number of theatre or- | J 0 I t P 
ganizations that intervention would | ve peras n 0 i». 4 
subject their members to court re- | Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
strictions and rhe incagr ig Pegg heer | Grand Opera will get a streamlin- 
ble. board chairman Me ced Aas ing and a haircut for indie film 

. TT? trec Assn clar A's | “ , 
: ane _ sett eee 1 “y a that can | production. Frederick Jackson and 
application “is the were Ms re this | £4 Finney have formed an _ indie 

> 5 | ft > ° 4 ‘ nis ; . 
sah raat 7 - re sal authorities | firm to produce swifty versions of | 
rane 7 shes ie i pion have --. |“Faust” and “Pagliacci” revamping | 
weve been ad s as- 


sured that the exhibitors, since | 
they have not been found guilty of 
anvthing, are within their rights in 
Se eking intervention without any 
detriment to themselves,” Gamble | 
told VARIETY: 

“The 
appcal 
ent 
night is fi 


us 


suggestion of some units to 
as amicus curiae is as differ- 
intervention move as 
: Gamble said. “As 
friend of the court, we would | 
hat in hand and ask permis- | 
to make a speech. By inter- | 
vening, are asserting a right to 
be heard, a right to offer proof if 
necessary, and to appeal, if need be, 
to the Supreme Court.” 


oul 
om day,” 
a 
come 
sion 


we 


Gamble’s declaration of the rea- 
sons behind the intervention plea 
followed closely ATA’s notice of in- 
tervention filed in the Federal Court 
Monday (23) which asked for hear- 
ing by the Statutory Court on the | 
auestion on Oct. 1. ATA, joined by | 
Southern California Theatre Owners | 
Assn. and 12 individual exhibiters, 
attacked auction selling as depend- 
ing upon many diverse and varied 
factors besides price in fixing a high 
bid. Since these factors would be 
decided, in the final sense, by the 
producer or distributor “within 
broad and practically meaningless 
limits,” 
tive supervision of decree selling by 
the court would be impossible, the 
petition argued. 


Moreover, ATA asserted in asking | 


to intervene, the majors and their 
affiliates have resources available 
for bidding on pix which far exceed 
those of the indie exhibs. Any plan 
for bid selling would “enable the de- 


fendants to use their superior bar- | 


gaining power to strengthen their 
monopolistic position,” the applica- 


tion maintained. Consequently, com- | 


petitive bidding would be “competi- 
tive in name only” and the results 
would be to deprive indie exhibs of 
anti-trust law protection while le- 
gitimatizing “the domination of the 
market already condemned by this 
court.” 
‘hl Considered Action’ 


Obviously taking a pot-shot at Al- 
lied States Exhibitors, Gamble, in 
pointing up the need for interven- 
tion, said, “It should be remem- 
bered that ill considered exhibitor 
action created this Government suit. 
Those same interests now counsel 
non-intervention. But 
cannot afford to make another mis- 
take. 


Gamble asserted that more than 
2.300 theatres, or 96% of those ex- 


000 theatres, had not only expressed 
opposition to auction-selling but ap- 
proved the ATA move. 

From other sources it’s understood 
that Metro, RKO and Warner Bros., 
members of ATA, opposed the inter- 
vention move. Individual inter- 
venors, none of whom are affiliates, 
include Fanchon & Marco Service 
Corp., Gamble Enterprises, Bijou 
Amus. Co., Southern California 
Amus. Co. and Eden Theatre Co. 





| th 
| woods. She’s prez of the Women’s 
| Metropolitan Golf Association. 


it can only mean that effec- | 
| gunfire 


exhibitors | 


hibs answering the ATA poll of 16,- | 








| Benjamin Firm 


| 





Continued from page 3 





original plots into topical stories | 
a la “Carmen Jones.” 
Pair have been associated with | 


Stone. 


Andrew 





Colf Course Bullets 
Almost Hit (Twice) | 
Mrs. Russell Holman 


Mrs. Russell Holman, wife of Par- | 
amount’s eastern studio rep, was the 
target for bullets on a Westchester, 
 Y., golf course two different days 
last week. One of the shots came so 
close it took hair off her head. Po- 
lice, searching for the culprits, be- 
lieve they were youthful pranksters, 


|'with nothing sinister in their mo- 


tives, although the repeated firing 
at Mrs. Holman made her appear to 
be the particular object of their aim. 


Wife of the Par exec, who is cur- 
rently in England, was playing in 
the Women’s Tri-County Golf As- 
sociation tournament at the Century 
Country Club, Purchase, N. Y., when 
bullets whizzed out of bordering 


Mrs. Holman refused to take the 
seriously and _ practically 
broke up the tournament the day 
following the initial attack by ap- 
pearing in a German World War I 
helmet which Holman had brought 


| home many years ago as a souvenir. 
| Police 
|'when the shooting was repeated two 


took a more serious view 


days after the first attempt. 





| Holman Rates 3 London 


Plays as Bway Hits 
London, Sept. 17. 
Russell Holman, eastern produc- 
tion manager of Paramount, now in 
London, has been looking at current 
West End plays. He votes “Winslow 
Boy,” “The Guinea Pig” and “The 
Fi Gentleman” as certain hits 
for Broadway and also good picture 
material. : 


Besides seeing plays, Holman also 
is making final arrangements for 
Par’s 1947 film production over here. 
Hal Wallis is expected here in April 
to finalize studio arrangements, with 
first picture, likely to star Ray Mil- 
land, to be a film adaptation of 
| Joseph Shearing’s book, “For Her to 
See.” 











Nomikos Suit 


Continued from page 11 








charges Nomikos and the theatre 
owning companies with conspiracy 
to defraud the distribs by making 
false statements of gross admission 
receipts on percentage pix in order 
to induce the distribs to accept 
payment of license fees in amounts 
\less than actually due. Addition- 
‘ally, phoney returns, suit said, 
/paved the way to cheaper rental 
, terms on subsequent pix. 

Theatres involved, according to 
the complaint, are the Parkway, 





by Benjamin prior to election to the 
U board last week included: Presi- 
dent, vice-chairman of the board and 
general counsel for the J. Arthur 
Rink Organization, Inc., board mem- 
ber and general counsel for Pathe 
Industries, and board member and 
g ..eral counsel for Eagle-Lion. 
addition, his law partner, Arthur 
Krim, is president of Eagle-Lion, and 
Jerry Edwards is general counsel for 
PRC. 


Outside of the Rank associations, 
Louis Phillips, of P, N, B&K, is as- 
sistant general counsel for Para- 
mount; Louis Nizer is head of the 
N. Y. Film Board of Trade, which 
represents all the companies in en- 
forcement of claims and exhibitor 
contracts; Krim is a member of the 
board of National Screen Service 
and Seymour Pizer is general coun- 
sel to NSS. In addition, the firm has 
many other film clients, one of the 
most recent additions being Arthur 
Lyons’ new outfit, Producing Artists. 


In | 


| Lincoln, Rex, Ace, City and Logan, 
|all in Chi; the Antioch, Antioch; 
Yale, Maywood, and Orpheum and 
Web, Savannah, all in Illinois. Suit 
which claims defendants refused 
request of majors for auditing of 
records demands both regular and 
| punitive damages from 1940. 

| Actions filed to date by majors 
range from a low of 13 brought by 
some companies to a high of 19 by 
others. The suits came into the spot- 
light in Boston at the national meet 
|of Allied States Exhibitors when 
delegates questioned their validity 
after a statement by Abram Myers, 
Allied general counsel, that all ex- 
isting sales contracts, in his opinion, 
were illegal as violative of anti-trust 
laws. 

All the suits, Myers pointed out, 
had been brought by the majors on 
a fraud basis without the complaints 
referring in any way to the sales 
contracts. Since the contract is 
waived, Myers said, the anti-trust 
decision has nothing to do with the 
suits. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 











Roger Albright To Head 
MPA’s Educ’] Dept. in D.C. 


Washington, Sept. 24. 
Establishment of a Department of 


Educational Service within the Mo- 
tion Picture Ass'n was announced 
yesterday (23) by Eric Johnston. 
Unit will operate out of Washing- 
ton, co-ordinating all the associa- 
tion’s visual education activities. Its 
director will be Roger 
member of the New York staff of 
MPA since 1935. Although he is not 
slated to move here permanently 
until November, he will spend much 
time in D. C. in the interim. 


Albright directed personnel train- 


ing for the board of education of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church be- 
fore joining the association. 


The new step by MPA is in line | 


with the views of Johnston to push 
educational activities. One of the 
projects MPA is currently engaged 
in is production of a series of films 


|} to serve as models for classroom use 


in visual education. 











Amus. Taxes 


——— Continued from page 5 








000. New York, unubl: to meet op- 
erating expenses on a nickel fare for 
its lines, must also look elsewhere, 
and probably towards its show biz, 
for a cash boost. 

Exoected wave in demands for in- 
creased wages for civil service em- 
ployees, born of substantially ad- 
vanced living costs, is being hypoed 
by a rapid spread of unions among 
the civil workers. With the recent 
Norwalk, Conn., teachers’ walkout 
and presentation of formal demands 
by the N. Y. State pedagogues for a 
minimum of $1,000 annual hike lead- 
ing off, irresistible pressure is ex- 
pected in almost aii iocalities. 


Admish Bite Seen as ‘Natural’ 


Show biz is likely to take it on the 
chin, conference pointed out, because 
realty assessments, backbone of in- 
come fuel for municipalities, are at 
their highest point and cannot be in- 
creased much further to meet the 
added costs. With an OPA clamped 
anchor on rentals, real estate’s in- 
come is insufficient to warrant fur- 
ther assessment hoists. Conference, 
consequently, reached conclusion 
added coin would come from: 1, city 
amusement taxes; 2, sales taxes; 
3, public utilities taxes; 4, local in- 
come tax. 

Few cities currently derive a sub- 
stantial income from amusement 
bites. Those include Chicago, Phila- 
delphia, Seattle, Spokane, San Diego 
and San Bernardino (Calif). Chi in 
1944 drew $275,000 from its theatres, 
dancehalls, etc., on license charges. 
City also harvested $305,000 from 
automatic musical instruments and 
$50,000 from niteries. Philly, with 
an admission price of lc on each 25c 
plus $10 permit fees, garnered $1,- 
489,720 in °44. 

Seattle’s take was $616,894 on ad- 
mission charges, and Spokane taxed 
all amusement spots $133,442 in 1944. 
State of Washington uses admission 
taxes widely, with 63 of its cities 
levying bites on its patrons. Wide- 
spread employment of tax in Wash- 
ington followed vacating of state tax 
in ‘43 to permit municipalities to 
broaden their base. 

Tax experts view admission bite as 
a natural for cities, since it hits non- 
residents as hard as residents. While 
all persons visiting a city would pay, 
tax is not substantial enough to de- 
ter visitors or drive them to non- 
taxing localities. Bite is popular be- 
cause it takes the weight off prop- 
erty owners. 


Efforts of American Theatres Assn. 
and other film industry organizations 
to win a lowering of Federal 20% 
tax nick may prove unavailing be- 
cause of growing pressure from mu- 
nicipalities. Suggestion recently 
made and being widely considered is 
that the Federal government con- 
tinue collecting the added wartime 
10%, even should it be cancelled out 
by the U. S. and turn the mone;* 
over to local governments for their 
growing needs. Any U. S. move to 
lift the tax, it is said, would start off 


demands for a substitution of bene- 
ficiaries. 





fil. UTO Would Campaign 
For End of the 20% Tax 


Chicago, Sept. 24. 
Exhibitors and others in the indus- 
try were told to begin moulding 
public opinion against the 20% Fed- 
eral admission tax, which is to con- 
tinue until six months after the war 
officially ends, by Edward G. Zorn, 





prez of United Theatre Owners of 





Albright, | 





The Berle-ing Point 


By Milton Berle 


Seems everyone's deserting New York for Hollywood and pictures. 1 
sent a wire to Louis B. Mayer, telling him I thought I should be in the 
movies, so he wired me back a pass to Loew's State. Told Selznick that 
while I. remained in New York thousands of dollars were going out the 
window—so he closed the window. Understood Zanuck came east a few 
| weeks ago to scout talent. He screen-tested a showgirl on a polo pony 
| the pony reports to the studio next week. Yes, Hollywood is certainly 
| crying for new talent. I got one offer myself. Can't say what studio it’s 


from...but does anybody know the to “Battle Hymn of 
Republic”? : 

















music the 


The Great Wit Way 

Missed the Louis-Mauriello fight...had to wait for a red light to cross 

the street. 

Now that Hildegarde has been signed for the Campbell show 
musicians on it have been ordered to wear soup and fish. 
Lip-quipped at Lindy’s: 

“Flop producer? Don't be silly 
for her!” 


. the 


..you should have seen the play he made 


Gym instructor: There's no need to grow old, when you can keep a 
young figure! 
Plump producer: Sounds great, but suppose my wife should find out? 


Just invented a new fountain pen. It’s filled with water and 
under ink! 


writes 


] There's No Truth to the Rumor 


That Earl Wilson’s new book, “Pike Peak or Bust,” is the biography of 
Jane Russell...That Peter Rabbit has been signed for the Eversharp 
repeater show...That the Rockefellers will tear down the RCA bldg. to 
erect a night club...That when Elsa Maxwell goes swimming they have 
to open all the drawbridges...That night club dance floors will be used 
for dancing, and not for last minute table space. 


Hangnail Descriptions 


Copa Comedy: Silvers-wares...United Nations Drink: Bevin-Up .. Hildy 
Johnson: A Parker role. 


Inside Pictures 


“Forever Amber” is becoming almost as much a jinx to 20th-Fox as 
Amber herself was to some of the men in her past. After being forced to 
scrap all the footage taken with Peggy Cummins in the lead role and 
then replacing director John M. Stahl with Otto Preminger, word now 
comes from Hollywood that Cornel Wilde, who was to play the male star 
role, has left the cast. Wilde, it’s been revealed, has been under a doctor's 
care for some time and will take an enforced vacation after completion 
of his current “The Homestretch.” 

“Amber” was slated for a fresh start next month, so it’s unlikely that 
any footage had been shot with Wilde. So far, no announcement of a post- 
ponement has been made. Difficulty recalls, however, the half-kidding 
remarks made by Darryl F. Zanuck during his recent h.o. visit, when he 
declared that it would be just too bad if anything more happened to hold 


up production on the film, what with hypoed labor costs, production dif- 
ficulties, etc. 





Current reports by Broadway columnists that 20th-Fox is flirting with 
Edward Stettinius, Jr., to head its board of directors are almost two years 
too late. Exploratory talks were held with the former Secretary of State 
shortly after the death of board chairman Wendell Willkie in October, 
1944, on the intiative of prexy Spyros Skouras. Nothing came of the 
discussions, however, and the by-laws were subsequently amended to 
eliminate the post of board chairman. That action doesn’t mean, however, 
that Fox will permanently operate minus a director-in-chief, since it has 
been indicated that the board would create the job again if a man of the 
proper stature came along or a need was suddenly felt. As it is, however, 
there have been no talks or negotiations along this line for many months. 


Talks were also held with Joseph P. Kennedy after Willkie’s death on pos- 
sibility of his taking board chairmanship. 





Final shot in “The Jolson Story” (Col), showing the star’s wife walking 
out on him, has caused speculation among newspapermen and people in 
the industry who have seen previews of the firm as to what happened to 
Ruby Keeler after that. She is obviously Jolson’s screen wife, as played 
by Evelyn Keyes and tagged “Julie Benson,” in a biographical film. Int 
real life, after the parting from Jolson, Miss Keeler married a non-pro 
and has been living quietly since then near Santa Barbara. She received 
$15,000 from Columbia for the clearances which permitted the similarities 
in the film to actual events in her and Jolson’s life. William Morris 
agency handled the deal for her. She is very sympathetically portrayed 
as a gal who accepted many personal disappointments (despite her pro- 


fessional success) because of her husband's apparent preference for enter- 
taining over the home life she desired. 


Interstate Theatres, Texas, commemorating its 40th anniversary last week 
With a specially printed private edition called “40 Years of Community 
service” and dedicated to founder Karl Hoblitzelle. 


Book outlines the career of Hoblitzelle and the history of the circuit, with 
insert boxes containing short tributes from Cecil B. DeMille, Jesse Jones, 


John Nance Garner, Governor Coke Stevens and others, Bob O'Donnell 
did the intro, 





Hush-hush orders were issued to all department heads at RKO by N. 
Peter Rathvon, studio chief, “as a precaution against false rumors and 
reports.” To prevent unauthorized leaks, all announcements must be made 


officially through the publicity department. Part of the dredded false 
reports have to do with studio shakeups. 





Beginning with “Hit Parade of 1947,” all future Republic musicals will 
contain at least one tune with Spanisit lyrics for the Latin-American trade. 


Stunt was tested in Roy Rogers and Monte Hale westerns and creaied 
favorable comment south of the border. 





As part of the celebration of the 40th anni of the Interstate Circuit, Don 
Hinga, news editor of the Houston Chronicle, has authored a brief history 


of Kar] Hoblitzelle’s contribution to Texas show business. Book has been 
published as a limited edition. 





Illinois, at a convention attended by 
more than 75 southern Illinois exhibs 
in Springfield last week. 

Zorn said the problem should be 
approached on a national level and 
that the industry should not dupli- 
cate the fiasco when the tax was first 
imposed and the exhib organizations 
ran in all direction at the same time, 
everyone with a different opinion 
and no one knowing exactly what he 
wanted. 

Speaking of the future, Zorn pre- 


boom conceivable” as soon as build- 
ing material and supplies are avail- 
able and auction selling is impos § 
upon the industry. 

Among those present at the mect- 
ing held in the Abraham Lincoln 
hotel were John Balaban, Henry 
Stickelmaier of Great Lakes Thea- 
tres, Allen Usher, Par district man- 
ager; Harold Stevens, Par branch 
manager; Tom Gilliam, 20th-Fox 
branch manager, and Bill Devaney, 
assist. resident manager of Metro, 








dicted “the worst theatre building |all of Chi. 
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The big drama is from Warners! 
"A STOLEN LIFE" 








The big musical is from Warners! 
NIGHT AND DAY” 


v NICOLO 














The big comedy is from Warners! 
“TwO GUYS From MILWAUKEE: 














serra rial, 











The big mystery is from Warners! 
‘THE BiG SLEEP” 








Ch caeneteesnesisumasineneesiaienenineneen 


« ens * oe 
The big adventure is from Warners! 
CLOAK AND DAGGER ex" 
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Albany Tilts B.0.; | 
Larger Overhead 


| 
| 


That Chanel Aura 


Des Moines, Sept. 24. 
This headline appeared in the 
Clinton a.) Herald: “Motion 
Pictures of Future to Smell.” 
It was intended straight since 
the story told of plans to have 











scents accompany films in the 
Albany, Sept. 24. ’ 
wan P future. 
A price hike has been affected 
by a sizable number of theatres in lem a ee : se | 
ihe Albany area. It includes Albany, Not Hoarding Pix 
Trov. Schenectady and Utica. The | a 4 
——— Contmued from page 5 Goce 
A first run houses, like the Pal- |=. 
ace and Strand, Albany; Proctor’s | of labor difficulties, in which event 
. : : : 
and Troy, Troy; Proctor’s and State, | reissues would be the mainstay ol! 


Schenectady, and Stanley and Avon, 


company operations 


Utica, increased the afternoon tap Turning his attention to the prod- 
from 44 to 50c and advanced the | uct shortage issue, Balaban pointed 
night admission time from § to 5) out that reduction in the number of 


: : ; | 
p.m. The evening charge in these | 


t Fab and Warner—is = a i Mg Mecca es ig week in New York film offices. Sep- | 
$j a ms--Fabdian é arner-— 1 would o 7 t 2 Ss i ts "P= | 
pag 7 Pateere boost the apportionment of | aed ey a between ae 3 = 
In a number of other runs there! fixed studio expenses to each film as pr ° oe — 
have been corresponding price in-| well as fixed sales costs past oe no : | danae adalae 
creases. Many of the independent] point where returns could meet | . — boyd contract which 
theatres have pushed their charges | these costs. “Paramount's policy is | = next year. 
up, too, although there are some e€X-|to make and release as many top | Talks began last July with the 


ceptions. The average upward trend | 
is about 5c. 


A general increase in operating | 
costs is the reason cited for the 
changes. In Albany, a 10% increase 


for projectionists, effective Sept. 1, 
but retroactive to June 1, of 
factors mentioned. film 
rentals is another. 


is one 
Increased 


Scophony Defendants 
Get Week’s Extension 


Long-awaited settlement the 
Scophony anti-trust suit received | 
another setback Monday (23), when 


of 


|quiring product faced by other ex- | 
the N. Y. district court granted | hibitors. Owning many _first-run 
Paramount, Television Productions | houses as we do, our problem is 





and General Precision, all defend- 
ants, an extension till next Monday 
(30) to file their answers to aor 
cross-claims of Scophony Corp. of | 
America and Arthur M. Levey, SCA | 
prexy. 

Cross-claims, filed several months 
ago, had accused the three defend- 
ants of conspiring to hold back re- | 
lease of the Scophony patents for | 
full-screen sized television, echoing 
for the most part 


Dept. of Justice is still waiting for 
Judge Edward Conger to render a 
decision on the petition of Scophony, 
Ltd., of England to be dismissed 
from the case on the grounds that 


an English corporation cannot be| five years since the consent decree | 


subject to the jurisdiction of an 
American court. Since the English 
firm is also a defendant, the D. of J. 
attorneys cannot proceed with the 
case until the judge makes up his 
mind. Answers of all other defend- 
ants to the Government charges 
were filed some time ago. 





Ist Chain of Foreign 
Pix Theatres in N. Y. 


First circuit of foreign houses in 


metropolitan New York goes into 


operation Sat. (28) with the reopen- 
ing of the new Avenue Playhouse 
(formerly the Miami theatre). Lat- 


ter was purchased by Sam Baker, 
part owner and operator of the 55th 
Street Playhouse, following its shut- 
tering by N. Y. License Commis- 
sioner Benjamin Fielding several 
weeks ago. Baker is currently set- 
ting up plans to route his foreign- 
mace pix from one house to the other 
in the circuit. 

New system wii! tee off with “The 
We lIdigger’s Daughter,” French- 
made film starring Raimu and pro- 
duced by Marcel Pagnol. Baker 
po nted out that every picture would 
not necessarily play all three houses, 
but that the Fifth Avenue would be 
used as a moveove1r house, with the 
other two getting the first runs. 

Former Miami theatre, on 6th ave- 
Nue and 46th street, closed by Field- 
ing on charges that the management 
had added salacious clips to regular 
pictures, has been completely refur- 
bished, with new projection equip- 
ment, airconditioning, new seats, 
new marquee, etc. House will seat 
550. 


Col. Films Dope Meet 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
First meeting of the United Na- 


tions Commission to control nar- 
cotics will be filmed by Columbia 
as a sequence for its forthcoming 


picture, “Asssigned to Treasury.” 

Permission for the filming was ob- 
tained in Washington by Jay Rich- 
ard Kennedy, who wrote the script 
and will function as associate pro- 
ducer on the picture with Sidney 
Buchman. Commission will meet in 
Neu ork in November. 


Government | 
charges against all the defendants. | 


pictures as it can efficiently handle 
under the theatre-by-theatre, pic- 
ture-by-picture selling under the de- 
cree. It is the only policy that will 
pay off in profits and cut overhead 
costs,” Par'’s prexy declared 


Can’t Reduce Quantity 


“We cannot reduce the number of 
films made by our studios for other 
reasons,” he continued. “Paramount 
foreign market commitments 
which must be met regardless of do- 
mestic conditions,” he said. “More- 
over, the fact must not be over- 
looked that Paramount has substan- 
tial interests in the exhibitor field 
and faces the same problem of ac- 


1 
nas 


more immediate than the subse- 
quent-run theatre operators and we 
certainly do not intend to aggravate 
it by slowing down production. 


“Numbers of pictures has long 


ceased to be a determining factor in | 


keeping theatres supplied or assur- 
ing exhibitor profits,” Balaban con- 
tinued. “We now know from actual 
experience that there are almost un- 
limited audiences for top quality 


product. While it is true that in- 
|creased spending power has con- 
|tributed to higher b.o. levels, an 


|even greater contribution has been 
|made by the high percentage of 
| toppers on the programs released by 
| most of the companies in the past 


| went into effect.” 

Answering exhib critics who've 
singled out Par because it has slated 
two films “Blue Skies” and “Two 
Years Before the Mast” for release 
during the last three months of the 
|year, Par’s prez said these pix have 
b.o. pull and playing-time poten- 
_tialities equivalent to at least four 
j average A films. “We chose these 
|two big pictures only because we 
| wanted to minimize the drain on the 
|sales organization of theatre-by- 
| theatre selling. We are certain that 
these two films will have the b.o. 
pull and playing-time possibilities of 
four average A pictures. We know 
that only by playing high quality 
films in the immediate future can be 
films in the immediate future can we 
their present high level. 

“But we have no intention of cut- 
ting the number of films released 
below the figure that can be ef- 


As to reissues, there is no sense to 
a haphazard releasing of the oldies 
to phug open playing-time in scat- 
tered houses, Balaban declared. By 
doing that, the company would milk 
the reissues dry and spoil their fu- 
ture potentialities. He pointed out 
that selling a reissue to a fourth-run 
house today, renders the picture 











| bution to prior run theatres in the 
same area. 


Reade’s 5006 Pool Flops 





Asbury Park, Sept. 24. 
Demolition permit was granted to 
Walter Reade by city authorities 
last week, thus paving the way for 

razing of his Monte Carlo 
Pool, located off the boardwalk, and 
;}erected at an estimated cost of 
$500.000 a few seasons ago. Un- 
| profitable operations of the pool is 
| said to be largely due to failure of 
the city administration to - help 
|Reade’s cause along by liberalizing 





zoning and parking regulations in 
| the vicinity of the natatorium. 
| Reade also had a deal on for a 


|midget auto track to be set up on 
the site. However, negotiations fell 
through when thetrack promoter re- 
fused to cooperate with him on pro- 
motion and other arrangements. 


ficiently handled by our sales force.” | 


valueless later on as regards distri- | 


In Asbury, Razing It 


Beach | 


SOPEG Moves On N.Y. 
Exchanges, Talk Walkout, 
Nix 5%, Want 15% Tilt 


Danger of a walkout by white 
collarites working in the film 
of Columbia, 20th-Fox, UA 


changes 


and Metro is looming following 
unanimous rejection of an offer for a 
5°) wage increase at a membership 


meeting of the Screen Office & Pro- 


fessional Employees Guild on Mon- 


day (23). The meeting voted to em- 
power SOPEG's executive board 
with the authority to call a strike, 


if necessary, in order to gain wage 
increases parring the 15% won last 


negotiating committee for the union 
| consisting of two members from 
leach company headed by Otto 
| Langer, secretary - treasurer 
SOPEG. Representing the 
nies were Charles O’Brien, 
Clarence Hill, 20th-Fox; Harry Buck- 


compa- 


ex- | 


of | 


Metro; | 


Honor System 
Formation of an industry-wide 
| committee to iron out disputes 
| between the film companies and 
white collarites in the New York 
offices establishes something of a 
precedent in labor-employer re- 
lations. Unlike the labor-man- 
agement setups prevalent during 
the war vears, the film commit- 


} 
| 
} 
| 


tee is composed exclusively of 
reps from each of the majcrs 
honor-bound to give a square 
deal to the unions in handling 


their grievances, 

Heads of the Screen Publicists 
Guild and the Screen Office & 
Professional Employees Guild, 
though suspicious that the com- 
mittee may be stacked against 
them, have agreed to the deal as 
a test of industry good faith. All 
disputes, not specifically provided 
for as arbitrable by an impartial 
third party, will be in the lap of 
the industry committee. 














Studio Labor 











Continued from 


I= 


se page omeeeeaaiels 


the premises” are continued today 
| practically all of these two crafts 
employed at the 10 majors will have 
| been ousted. 


ley, UA; and Hank Kaufman, Col- | 


umbia. On basis of union contract, 
any wage increases which are 
granted will be retroactive to Au- 
| gust. 











From the Lots 


Continued from page 7 











readying ‘‘Cradle and Ali” as his next 
production for Roach, 
|completion of his current chore, 
“Here Comes Trouble.”...Margaret 
| O’Sheridan gets the femme lead in 
“Red River,” to be produced by 
Howard Hawks for Monterey 

Mary Ware draws top femme role 





following 


Opposite William Boyd in “Hoppy’s | 


Holiday,” fifth of the Hopalong Cas- 
sidy series for UA release.. .Cecil 
B. DeMille inked C. Aubrey Smith 
for top role in “Unconquered” 
|Paramount...Douglas Sirk will 
|direct the George Sanders starrer, 


| “Personal Column,” for Hunt Strom- 
berg at General Service. 


William Farnum inked for a char- 


at 


acter role in “They Walk Alone,” to | 
be directed by Richard Wallace at Co- | 


lumbia...Raoul Walsh led his “Pur- 
sued” troupe of 120 back to Warners 
| after 15 days on location near Gal- 
| lup, N.M...Richard Lyon, moppet 
son of Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon, 
| draws part in “My Heart Tells Me,” 
|his second screen role, at 20th-Fox 
|...Clarence Brown will double as 
producer and director on film biog 
of Robert Schumann, starring Hep- 
burn, at Metro...PRC renting 1,700- 
acre ranch near Mt. Shasta, in 
Northern California, for 


| “Red Stallion”...Jack Holt, former | 


star, signed for role in “Renegade 
Girl,” to be produced by William 
Berke for Screen Guild Productions. 
| ,..DeMille’s “Unconquered” troupe 
| Wound up its sixth and last location 
trek, after traveling about 5,000 
| miles in Pennsylvania, Idaho and 
| California. 


Republic paid a reported $100,000 
| for “Wake of the Red Witch,” novel 
| by Garland Roark. 


Mike Frankovich will produce 
“The Black Widow,” third of four 
cliffhangers on Republic's 1946-47 
| Schedule. Chapter play is slated for 
|a November start. 


Charles Bennett, currently script- 
{ing for Universal-International, di- 
rects the next Laurence Olivier 
starrer, “The Trial of Madeline 
Smith,” for Two Cities Film Co. in 
| London. Bennett will leave for Eng- 





|land when he completes the screen- | 


| play for “Ivy,” late in October. 

John Garfield’s first starrer fer 
| “Burning Journey,” is 
slated to start Nov. 1, making three 
pictures in simultaneous production 


|on that lot. Other two will be “Arch | 


| of Triumph” end “The Other Love.” 

. Costliest picture of the year at 
Metro, “Green Dolphin Street,” went 
into production on the Culver City 
| lot, after a week on location at Kla- 
|math Glen, with Lana Turner, Van 


| Heflin and Richard Hart in top roles | 


and Victor Saville directing 
| Robert Warwick signed for 
, tured role in Cecil B. DeMille’s “Un- 
| conquered” at Paramount ... Wes- 
|ley Ruggles checked into Universal- 


| International to put the finishing | novel, “Trilby,” has been placed on | provision. 


; touches on the score for “London 
| Town,” which he produced and di- 
rected for J. Arthur Rank in Lon- 
don .ee 





filming | 


+ of 
a fea- | 


Trouble Started Sept. Ill 


Trouble started Sept. 11 when 
| Joseph L. Cambiano, Carpenters’ in- 
ternational representative, notified 
the producers that on the following 
day all construction and erection of 
sets must be performed by carpen- 
| ters, or such sets would be declared 
| “hot”. Producers’ reply was: 

“Unless your members resume the 
| performance of their work imme- 
diately the undersigned will 
every legal and reasonable means to 
have such work performed by other 
employees.” It was signed by the 
Columbia, Goldwyn, Metro, Para- 
mount, Republic, 20th-Fox, Univer- 
sal, Warners and Hal Roach studios. 

On Sept. 18 the Carpe. 
the producers’ ultimatum ordering 
them to return to work, while the 
|Sereen Actors Guild ordered 
| members to keep on working in case 
|picket lines were established. SAG 
| declared it could see “no merit in 
| allowing 30,000 people to be thrown 
| out of work in a union controversy 
| over 350 jobs,” and pledged con- 
| tinued efforts to have the AFL set 
| up permanent machinery for the or- 
| derly settlement of jurisdictional dis- 
|putes before they result in work 
| stoppage. Instructions to film play- 
ers concluded: “In the meantime, 
and until further notice, you are in- 
structed to proceed through any 
picket lines that may be established 
in this controversy.” 

Wire from Cambiano to the pro- 
| ducers said: 

“We repeat our position that we 
stand ready to do all work assigned 
to us in conformity with the Dec. 
26, 1945, directive of the AFL Ex- 
ecutive Council, as reaffirmed on 
Aug. 16, 1946. This directive is bind- 
| ing on all parties. We will not work 
|On any set constructed in violation 
of the AFL directive. We can only 
interpret your threatened action as 
a deliberate attempt to continue to 
stall meeting legitimate wage de- 
mands and signing contracts.” 

On Thursday five major studios 
| began hiring IATSE carpenter re- 
| placements, while 12 locals in the 
| Conference of Studio Unions served 


notice on producers for immediate 
negotiations 





on new contracts. 
Studios hiring replacements were 
Columbia, Metro, RKO, Universal 


and Warners. Total of 37 carpenters 
and five painters on these lots were 
| paired off and told to leave the 
premises when they refused to work 
on “hot sets”. 

On the same day the Conference 
of Studio Unions sent a wire, signed 
by Herbert K. Sorrell, prexy, to the 
producers: 

“The Conference of Studio Unions 
joins Studio Carpenters Local 946 in 
} opinion expressed in their tele- 
| gram of Sept. 18. We, therefore, de- 
/mand immédiate and continuous 
| negotiations to conclude contracts 
| with all Conference of Studio Unions 
locals, as was pledged in the interim 
| agreement of July 2. We expect an 

immediate answer to this demand, 
| and if it is not forthcoming these 





| necessary to bring negotiations to a 


| conclusion.” 


WB to Remake ‘Trilby’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
of George DuMaurier’s 





| 
| 
| Remake 


| William Jacobs’ production program 
| at Warners. 

Same studio filmed the yarn 
1930, with John Barrymore. 


in 


use | seven meetings in Gloversville, Syr- 


|locals will take whatever action is | 


Schines’ 25th Anni 


2 Years Overdue 


Gloversville, N. Y., Sept. 24. 





War 





The current and spectacular Post- 


Silver Jubilee of Schine Cir. 
cuit, Inc., operating 125 theatres in 
New York, Kentucky, Ohio and 
Maryland, is two years overdue 


President J. Myer Schine explained 
in a statement appearing in an elab- 
orate publicity manual 


for the 
month-long celebration that 


the oO! 


| ganization reached its 25th milestone 
i|two years ago, but did not think that 


in wartime it was suitable to cele- 
brate a Jubilee. Hence the direc- 
tors decided to wait until Schine 
employees had returned from the 
service and Schine patrons were in 
the mood to “celebrate with us.” 
The Schine prexy and his brother 
Louis W., v.p. ad treasurer of the 
largest independent chain in 
country, launched their careers at 
the Hippodrome theatre (which had 
been 


the 


used as a roller-skating em- 
porium) in Gloversville. The cir- 
|cuit grew steadily, first in upstate 
New York and then in the other 
istates named. In the past several 
years the Schines entered the hotel 
business on a !arge_ scale The 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Roney-Plaza, Miami Beach; the Boca 
Raton, Fla., and the Ten Eyck hotel, 
Albany, are among the hotels they 
now own and operate. 

Schine drive, from Sept. 8 to Oct 
5, is reviewed in a 50-page booklet 
prepared by publicity director Sey- 
mour Morris. Schine managers de- 


| veloped all the ideas in a series of 


| and 
°rs defied | concessions, addressed these. 


| 


its | 

















| 


acuse, Rochester, Cleveland, Cincin- 
nati, Albany and Wilmington, Del. 
The two Schines, Sid Deneau, new 
director of theatre operations, Mor- 
ris, William Kraemer, head booker, 
Maurice Glockner, director of 











Phoney % 7 | 


' 


Continued from page 1! 


he added, “that the salesmen and 
managers have to produce, particu- 
larly during drives, and that they're 
out to build up records by hook or 
crook.” 





Defense along those lines, it was 
asserted, cannot stand up im court 
and therefor is not frequently 
raided, In one case, where the E. M. 
Lowe circuit was named as defend- 
ant in a suit which charged the filing 
of false b.o. returns, verbal promises 
of sales personne] that the houses 
would not be checked was incor- 
porated in the defendant's answer, it 
was said. Defense was tossed out by 
Federal Judge Healey who ruled 
that it could not be interposed to 
change the terms of a written con- 
tract. 

In this regard, exhibitor attor- 
neys point out that U. S. laws pro- 
vide that any conversations made 
prior to the signing of a written 
contract must be included in the 
pact’s provisos or else have no 
weight. Promises of sales personnel, 
made in inducing a contract, are 
not binding unless incorporated in 
the body of the contract, these al- 
torneys say. 






Metro Clearances 


Continued from page 11 





ago, Metro was offering its entre 
1946-47 product on a one-or-all 
basis, with cancellation privileges 
granted to the exhib. Under the de- 
cision, each film is to be contracted 
for individually but an exhib can 
sign to take on the entire seasons 
product at once. 

According to Samuelson, Metro 1n 
setting up such a deal reserves the 
right for the exchange to designate 
the prices of the pix after the con- 
tracts have been signed. This 
“price designation later” clause. he 
said, means that an old customer 
will not be protected in his Metro 
run since, if competition develops 
there in the future, Metro will sell 
to the highest bidder. 

Rodgers, denying the 


entire re- 


| port, emphasized that no contracts 


' 


| 
| 


covering the 1946-47 product had 
been printed yet and so Allied could 


| have no knowledge of any such pol- 


| icy. 


Only statement made so far, 
he said, was in his first general 
statement, which included no such 
He pointed out that no 
pictures for the new season have 
been offered yet under the one-or- 
all basis and, consequently, no sales 
have been made. 
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HOT 
WEER' 


THIS WEEK 

THE 

TRADE SHOWING 
OF THE 


NEXT 


HOT SHOT 
FROM THE 


COMPANY 
The Big Drama is from Warners ,/ ' THATS 
“A STOLEN LIFE” 

| SIZZLING! 
The Big Musical is from Warners / ¥ : 
“NIGHT and DAY” | —— ” 
van [JOHN GARFIELD 

The Big Comedy is from Warners / GERALDINE F ITZGERALD 
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“TWO GUYS FROM 























MILWAUKEE” 
) . | Ss 
The Big Mystery is from Warners / : fae er” 
“THE BIG SLEEP” - Fore 
WALTER 
The Big Adventure is from Warners / BRENNAN - EMERSON Lin 
“CLOAK and DAGGER” GEORGE COULOURIS GEORGE TOBIAS amar) im 
United States Pictures Prod $ i . tsi By A wed n Deu cuts cm ett 





IEAN NEGULESCO ROBERT BUCKNER 





Jack L. Warne r, Executive Producer 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 
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Renault's Fans Stray Into Commy 
~ Confab, Crack: ‘Red’s So Unbecoming 


Tr rea around Carnegie hall, efficient Buddy Morrow band — 
eee See ee se og ae ~_* a the State a well-oiled bill that plays 
~ ha —" ange Pace cag ory helps to make the musical dispensa- | well despite a c¢ uple of sags Fo 
(st) ¥ 2. og Ne asasees — - tions more listenable. | tunately the comedy turns are val ed 
: ultura renee a pte poy ” “Every Tub” launches the proceed-|enough to cover the small defi- 
Renault Wi s giving tne secon¢ S _ ines noisils Then Pete Nugent in | ciencies 
eries of female ; a in tails and with top hat displays some The Morrow crew, which recently 
the Ca ne git Bre . pe ga re con- | fast. and classy stepping. — Buddy | played the nearby Loew flagship, the 
. vient Figg ’ ~ a “ne n vt 1] Tate leno! sax is featured in an Capitol does celv bv the various 
pane yagi it Se a ae excitimg band jive exhibition, “Blue| 2.4. with a fine bit of showbacking 
SS “OR, ‘4 | House.” Expert vocal handling of] .nq while there's little excitement 
at giro na Biengsye ig? ~The n ty “Give Me the Simple Life” and] in the band’s arrangements or it 
Aang aan celine wk n istake, just | ~fapE ness Is Just . Thing Called soloists Morrow is resp usible for a 
-mirked. However, the alert deor- Joe” lal ds applause for Ann Moore pleasant all-arouna job. — Morrow S| 
eee “gene Bg S tn Torrid boogie woogie, “The Mad] trombone slides fall easily on the | 
oo gegen ~ Pte A ot —— Boogie,” shows off Basie to good ad-| eystomers and his attempts at nov- 
camps WAS SNOW? ine ee te ea; | Vantage at the piano. Amusing] ejty are well-placed. Vocalistics are | 
and CS — ] haa cng 9 pantomime as well as eccentric bv Jeff Dixon. who's bary still needs 
wae allows ee ae oy | comedy dancing lifts the Zephyrs, | further showing dates to reach maxi- 
"ie eitan af ae ere “yg it two lads, to high favor, a dancing | mum effectiveness, while Madeleine 

gal ack tt ae, ee eee etation of a crapgame fight) Russell does a fairish stint with 
hotest Ye egg a en 3 sz ecially well done Bob | Morrow vocal assist in the novelty 
ote dee i See ee tote Baile ithful warbler, impresses | number “The Old Man's Sleeping.” 
can” ta ee Pas - a O find and his contributions, | Both draw okay lvo 
ee ee on B “I'll Get By,” mel- | 4, Raving eee 
course they just cant show the Sails nlansantis The act sectio fe) e lave t 
former abandon in the staid ( r, sca lemonstrates some top starts on a cute note P: Sy- 
negie hall. but they do let out with fl ; sein a during “Dogin’ | dell’s terrier act This vet hound 
igh pitched squeals when Renault A a = oe band number ‘ handler puts his pooches through a | 

‘ s a point The proceedings are | 7.) : ' a ome rs ~~ s-| run of acro antics for usual heavy 
makes a poin I Lazy Lady Blues and Jimmy's] , ates 
so tres £2! , | Boogie Woogie” are made to order si on 7 ; 

Renault himself a phenomenon | ,, tund vocalist Jimmy Rushing O'Donnell and Blai vet vaude 
of present-day show business. It} coi ntinati: te not ” an work by! team who've been around the cir- 
wasn't too long ago that this fe mn Pa 7 fae Tor enhances the ear- cuits since 1918 with various comedy 
impersonator worked Jimmy Dwyer s | appe | of “Body and Soul.” The| novelties still have a hilarious act 
Sawdust Trail with a less resplend- | araetelan tap dancing of Cole & At-| in the oldtime traditions. Act is a 
ent wardrobe However, his Sar- kins merits the superlative remark- musical novelty with a trick bass 
torial display at Carnegie displays sale The ane which continously sax that emits more than sound, a 
an outlay of heavy moola. It's quite gains mome ntum, finishes in a “One| Piano which at various times squirts | 
a comeback he's made, and his pres- | O:cock Jump” blaze of madcap | water—also an exploding mike. Sur- 
ent affluence indicates careful hus- lore Jl prising nature of routines makes for 
waa Mig pale gy non with a| Lower floor fairly well filled for hearty laughs 


background of- many engagements 
at the old Palace theatre. He knows 
how to aim his asides, and how to 
become sly with innocent situations. 
His interpretations of “Chiquita 
Banana” and the Salome dance in- | 
duced some cf the most prolonged | 
yocks even heard in this staid hall. 

He also repeated some of his | 
standbys such the “Habanera,” 
“My Hero” and “Gay Widow,” all | 
of which got unrestrained applause. | 

Renault had several guest per- | 
formers showing ur. Sunday night's 
affair had Lulu McConnell, Spivy 
and Fred Keating in the audience, | 
with John Steel emceeing the show. | 
Renault had a pair of tap dancers 
and a femme singer. Latter was in- 
troduced as a genuine girl. Some of 
these were sub-par but they did 
make the proceedings much gayer. 

He's planning further recitals this 
season, which so far, have been 
profitable at a $2.40 top. He could 
use the large hall as there have 
been standees and turnaways at all 
his showings. 

In certain circles, Renault is an 
assured concert attraction. Jose. | 


| 


as 





Nationai. L’ville 
Louisville, Sept. 20. 





s work on chairs. floor and skins for a 

Bonnie Baker, 3 Stooges, The | teenth time and regales the custom- | fair reception. 

Barrets, Don Hooten; “Queen of | ©Fs wit stale gags and some dull! Kay Ballard, with her mugging | 

Burlesque” (PRC). repartee with Bryant. Though his| and “mimicry found house tough 
sia | material is creaky, its nevertheless : ce 


Only four acts this week, but 
there’s variety on the bill, and com- 
edy. singing, and dancing are dished 
out in generous quantities. All 
backed up by strong musical aggre- 
gation in the pit, under direction of 
pianist-leader Mac McConnell. Lay- 
out is m.c’d by Don Hooton, a per- 
sonable chap lately out of the serv- 
ice. The guy in his own spot does a 
mild monolog. then gives an im- 
presh of a dame disrobing, which 
grabs plenty luughs. Then essays a 
few tap stevs. and gets down to rope 
twirling which is sock. 

Three Stooges register with their 
rough brand of humor. Boys stoop 
to the anatomical for laughs, but 
the customers 
responded 
whacking. 

Another welcome returnee is Bon- 
nie Baker, lass with the tiny voice 
which goes over with usual effec- 
tiveness. Piped “Oh What You Do To 
Me.” medley of older tunes which 
she recorded and aired “Especially 
For You.” “Walk With Billy.” You'd 
Be Surprised.” New tune cleffed by 
Jack Brooks “I’m A Good 
Bad Little Lady” was in the groove 
and of course her identifying stand- 
by “Oh Johnnv” to close her vocal 
stint. A solid hit. 

Bill tees off with a neat boy-girl 


with plenty of palm- 


dance team. The Barretts. young 
graceful. giving it a lively start 
Garner nice applause. Hold. 


Orpheum. Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Sept. 21 
Count Basie Orch (17) with Ann 
Moore. Bob Baileu, Jimmy Rushing. 
Pete Nugent, Zephyrs (2) and Cole 
& Atkins; “Crack Up” (RKO). 
This show is long on jive, boogie 
woogie and dancing and short on 


comedy, but what it affords is among | 


the tops in those particular lines and 
the entire melange hits a lively pare 


calculated to win favor. With its 
eight brass. five saxes and four 
rhythm. including Basie at the 


piano. the orch fairly sizzles along 


and the hot, loud jump swing gets in | with 


one’s blood and causes instinctive 
toe tapping. Individual soloing is 
conspiculously in evidence through- 


| skir 


| and 
1G 


liked ’em a lot, and | 


Little, 
is 


State, N. Y. 

Buddy Morrow Orch (15) with 
Jeff Dixon, Madeleine Russell; Rex 
Weber with Lee Leonard, Georgie 
9|\ Kaye, O'Donnell & Blair, Paul 
Sydell; “OSS” (Par). 


Heavy accent on comedy, plus the 














12:30 p.m. show opening dav. Rees. Georgie Kaye has added some new 





—-- +--+ | material since last at this house, and 
| surprisingly enough, material often 

Anollo. N. ¥. | overcomes defects in delivery, but 

Willie Bryant Orch (16), Cozy altogether he shows up well. Rex 
Cole's Drum Revue (7) with June Weber's singing through his teeth 
Hawkins, Ceil Waters, Rae & Rae, | while grimacing is a laugh provok- 
Son & Sonny: “Don't Gamble with | m4 gimmick, but unfortunately it 
Strangers” (Mono). | telegraphs his trick with femme 
‘ 4 | Gapenes. Lee Leonard. wherein he | 

Willie Bryant’s combo. comprising | does the singing to his colleague's | 

four trumpet, four trombone, five oral motions. Jose. 





reed and three rhythm, starts things 
off with maestro vocalling “My Love | 
for Yo Medley follows of which | 


Olympia. Miami 
a novelty tune, “Phlungie, Phlungie,” | 


Miami, Sept. 20. 


el outstanding. a Orch scores with Vic Perry. Kay Ballard, Jimmy 

Savoy Shuffle,” an old Fess Wil-| Husson. Hal Hunter. 2 Vespers, Les 
lia number, which brings out the | Rhode House Orch: “Our Hearts 
brass in the band, but good. Outfit) were Growing Up” (Par) 
is also in there solid with “Let's - 

low,” another jive composition. 

Rae & Rae, brother and sister Layout here this week adds up to 
acro dance team, run through some} uneven affair with Vic Perry, top- 
fair tapology followed by Ceil]| liner, the only act to bring house 
Waters. only ofay act on the bill. | out of palm-doldrums with his pick- 
Sexy blonde, dressed in a_ white | pocket routine. 


sleeveless blouse and black pleated 

t, displays a strong pair of pipes 
in warbling “I Know How to Do It” 
“It's a Low Down Dirty Shame.” 


Emcee Jimmy Husson doesn’t help 
matters any with his throwaway in- 
troes. Brings on two Vespers, who 
: do okay with their teeterboard 
arners fair applause. } bouncing to garner healthy mitting. 

Piemeat, standard comic at this| Hal Hunter follows with drumstick 
house, is back again for the ump- 





| effective with this audience. Clad 
b 


lin a bright checked .eést' and the fore they warmed up a bit. Closed 
usual baggy pants, he manifests a eee enough with takeoff on Bette 
lusty voice in closing to heavy mit- _ 

ting with “Baby, Please Be Careful.” In own spot, Husson gets now- 
| Son & Sonny, song and dance team | Where with some tired gags. Works 
|smartly attired in light gray suits, too fast for aud and asides about 


go through some brisk tap routines 
which rate heavy salvos. However, 
their opener is marred by vocaling 
“If I Didn't Care” interspersed with 
weak gags. Elimination of such 
trivia would make for faster. better 
paced act. 

Cozy Cole’s Drum Revue 
Acts) clicks as closer. 


their indifferent reaction didn’t help 
any. Looks like Clark Gable but got 
nothing with his takeoff on the guy. 
Winds up with Sid Caesar version of 
comics, supposed highlight being the 
Smilin’ Jack sequence. Left. im- 
presh that he just didn’t care, with 
house reacting in same manner. 
Laird Cregarish looking Vie Per- 
ry had them all the way with his 
nimble - fingered stint. Patter ac- 
companying his lifting was fast and 
furious and aided no little in over- 


(New 





Gayety. Ment’! 
Montreal, Sept. 23. 





| Lili 








St. Cur, Peter Chan, the | ll impresh, from opening sesh along | 
'Crawfords (2), Francisco, Max &\ the aisles to victims of his pick- 
Gang, Sully & Thomas, Ted Lester. | Pocketing coming on stage for fur- 
|\Linda Parish. Line (12). Len| ther depredations of their possess- 
|Howard Orch (9). lons. House gasped and howled as 
| a he built to climax. Off to solid re- 
Gayety operators should start do- urns. Perry fractured a leg Mon- 
ing something about the unruly bal- day (23) and had to be pulled out 
|cony toughs who make it almost im- of the layout.] 
| possidie for performers to work. It Les Rhode and house orch are 
s a small part of the payees that | SOlid with overture of Gershwin 


|rowdy it up, but they're’ enough to | tunes and back show in neat fashion 
|make things uncomfortable for | Biz fair when caught. 


}evervbody. 


La ry. 


Parlay is generally up to scratch 

this week except for an odd weak 
|spot, but with stripper Lili St. Cyr 
; topping the layout, biz should be 
lhot. Peter Chan does okay in the | 
| m.c. spot, with Chinese touch help- | 





Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Sept. 19. 


Don & Phil Kina. Nick Lucas, Doc 
Marcus Line (8): “Some where in the 





ing him click. His material could | Night” (20th) 

|be improved, but the amiable per- Rae 

bn spr covers material weakness. Capitol bill is below the usual 
| The Crawfords have an ace tapping | house standard, but still mildly 
)Stint, with the luminous effect show- | pleasant fare. ' 
jing only the feet, and registering} Format is along revue lines, with 
big. Francisco’s juggling looks aver-|line gals ‘of 


coordinating the other 
three acts with their terping. Octet 
of dancers have plenty of eve ap- 
peal, but hoof with more zest than 
polish. Gals trio of numbers, 


| age till he puts home new switches 
;on the tricks. Registers hit. 
Max and his canines offer about | 
the best dog routine seen here vet. 
t act Sully 


| 
do a 
S a sure-fire, 


jit and | opening and closing show. and an- 

rhomas do some alleged comedy and,| other midway on bill for good 

| aside from the material being weak, | measure. ; 

jthe vulgarity doesn't help either. Top billing goes to Nick Lucas 
Ted Lester's musical novelty stint, | who, like most ve terans. makes his 


many instruments, garners| stance on the basis of “Auld Lang 


hefty mitttng, as does Linda Parish | Syne.” Lucas and his guitar can still 
is some boff vocalizing of pop tunes. | register, even with the younger 
Gal's a looker besides possessing ace | members of the audience, Does best 
pales an ch in ith is old standbys, “My Blue 


a> » 


Went through almost entire stint be- | 


Heaven” and “Tiptoe Through the 
Tulips.” Opener, “Seems Like Old 
Times,” straight and parodied, plus 


a guitar number, completes the act. 


manner garner nice response. 

Don & Phil King are standout 
with some really top drawer acro- 
balancing stunts. Team works well 
together, using almost. no props 
They offer an impressive exhibit of 
body control, smoothly and grace- 
fully handled. Grab plenty of ap- 
plause, 

Doc 
okay 


magic 





Marcus, comic-magician, 
in another version of the 
routine. Main stock in 
is a jumbled type of comedy 
consisting of plu 
pronunciations works 
stand in front pit, going 
the audience for laughs and victims 
Is a little rough in handling audi- 
‘ence participants. Otherwise clicks 


Lowe. 


does 
Zany 
trade 
pattel 
double-talk S 
Comic 
of the 


mis- 
a 
into 


on 


RKO. Boston 


Boston, Sept. 21 

“Star and Garter” revue with 
Chaz Chase, Herman Hyde & Roberta 
Light, Helaine Jarrow, Vanderbilt 
Bous Sparky Kave, John Barr, Dod 
Dodso? Others, Show Girls Blac} 
Angel” (U) 

Harry Howard's production of 
this standard revue based on Mike 
Todd’s title had a few rough mo- 
ments at opener due largely to 
routining but shapes up as one of 
the better of its brand through the 


sock efforts of the vaude specialties. 


Gals, mostly lookers, have five 
production numbers’ consisting of 
the usual parades on special motifs 
with vocals offered on the side and 
a lead up to the specialties. Best 
are “Ballet in Blue” and “Girl on 
the Police Gazette,” but others, 
| though conventional and sometimes 


(as in the case of “Bunny Bunny”) 


pretty uninspired, serve the pur- 
pose, which is to be sexily decora- 
tive. Most of them employ vocal 
|efforts of John Barry, but Helaine 
| Jarrow warbles and dances acro- 
batically to good effect in “Ballet 
in Blue,” 


Except for balancing and juggling 
stunts by the Vanderbilt Boys, acts 
are comic and nicely contrasted 
|Herman Hyde and Roberta Light 
wow with mad session of collapsing 
musical instruments and fast talk: 
Sparky Kaye pulls a gag prizefight 


His pleasant voice plus his simple | 





New Acts 


COZY COLE’S DRUM REVUE 
With June Hawkins 

Songs, Dances 

16 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y¥. 

| On the current Apollo bill, along 
with Willie Bryant, the bandleade, 
introes Cole as “making his first ap- 
pance in Harlem” and states he pre- 











(7) 





viously had been with “Carmen 
Jones,” then waxes nostalgic by 
mentioning the skin-beate1 had 
once been with his own outfit. Cole 
now heads his own sepia revue of 
five dancers (two femmes, three 
males) plus songstress June Haw 
kins, 

As a whole, revue is cleverly 
built around drumming of Cole who 


sits amid his traps, snares and para- 


phernalia on a dais in center of 
stage in front of Bryant's band. 
Costumes, dances and layouts in 
general are perfection itself and 
impress as a topflight novelty act 
for either vaude_ or Broadway 
niteries 

Open with a boff tomtom dance 
with three males in flowing loi: 
cloths and two gals with sarong, br: 


and feathered headdress executing 


frantic capers accompanied by 
noisy rhythmic background = § from 
Cole and the band. Vocalist June 
Hawkins, attractively garbed in ; 
black, floor-length skirt with blouse 
and bare midriff, pipes “Summer- 
time” in a= strong, high-pitched 
voice that’s surprisingly melodic. 


|Terpers are on again this time with 
a more modern routine. Songstress 
jalso does “Stone Cold Dead,” selling 
jit sexily with mild bumps at. the 
finale and draws heavy mittins 

| Five dancers close with unique 
|terp number; each male wearing 
|metallic tights and swathed in gold 
j;turbans while gals are draped in 
flared skirts. yellow bras and tiaras 
All vigorously beat drums in unison 
|while Cole goes to town on his own 


a 


traps. Makes for a sock finish 
BETTY GRIMES 

Songs 

10 Mins. 

| No. 1 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 

| A tall, striking honey-blonde wit 
a low, sultry voice, Betty Grimes 
jimpresses as a_ potentially good 
| nitery singer. Now, however, she 


. , ¢ are , asn’ y iro stage- 
with Vincent Pellagrini that builds Apparently h asn’t got the tyr * = 
to a beg-off: Dod Dodson with his | fright kfnks out of her make uy She 
monkeys and chihuaha ballerina | S!98s while leaning against a mir- 
maintains the pace of the specialty / rored post in this crowded cag 
acts, and Chaz Chase, in standard | #94 her one-armed gestures give het 
chow-down routine, ties it into a|® lop-sided look, 

| bundle It's a good layout nicely | Numbers, including a_ brace of 
| ° - ° 5 ‘ > . . - ; } 
accompanied by Larry Flint’s house | POPS and — special —— Utled 
lorch, and seems set for tour after | Little Valentine,” are okay for her, 
this week's workout. Biz here, | >Ut she should stick more te the 
however, was well off due to unsea- | Slower blues numbers. Her voice 
‘sonable hot spell, and show will | 'S"'t fitted to the jump tunes, such 


probably end up five or so Gs under 
average. Elie. 


Million Dollar. L. A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 20. 
Boyd Raeburn Orch (18), featur- 


as “Sun in the Morning” and “Doin’ 
What Comes Natur'’lly,” and she 
loses the smooth quality when she 
tries to give out with volume on the 
high notes in these. 
Miss Grimes first won 
amateur tennis star, 


note as 
and still 


an 
has 


, f |national ranking. With a little more 
p> ggg Riegy y ay Charles | polish she could make the transition 
| Cerney; “Dead of Night” (U) (aq | '° any intimate nitery floo fairly 
run), | easily. _— 
Emphasis _ is on screen bill this | BILL McGRAW 
week and it’s the main lure for cus- Songs 
| tomers. English-made horror film! 16 Mins. 
jis. getting first downtown showing | Ne. 1 Fifth Avenue, N. ¥. 
with Boyd Raeburn’s orch and! After several seasons with the 
Stage acts supporting. , Louisiana State Opera, a role in the 
Raeburn’s orch polishes off five |Toad company of “Student Prince 
numbers in non-commercial style, |@nd solo stints with Johnny Longs 
|being more for musician listening | gree and Radio City Musie Hall, 
| than for average band fan. Bill 


Orch’s 
| Style hasn’t caught on enough yet to 
|fit film-vaude bookings. Raeburn 
|does the emceeing but lack of stage 
|presence slowed down proceedings. 
Band opens with “Boyd Meets Stra- 
| vinsky” is next out with “Man With 
|the Horn,” featuring Raeburn on 
|clarinet and Tommy Pederson on 
jtrombone. “Tonsilectomy” has Guy 
| McReynolds, alto sax, Frank Beach, 


\trumpet, and Ralph Lee, tenor sax. 
in the spotlight. 
Best received was medley of old 
and new numbers such “Danny 
Boy,” “Mabel, Mabel,” “Moonlight 
Serenade” and “Little Boy Blue.” 
Closer for orch is “Yesterdays.” On 
vocals are Ginny Powell and Jack 
Searle. Former does “Temptation” 
and “Rip Van Winkle” for okay re- 
turns. Searle proved okay on 
“Prisoner of Love” and “I Don't 
|Know Why.” 
Lift -to this 


as 


week's bill comes 
from Senor Wences, Spanish ven- 
triloquist. His work with his hand 
dummy and head in a box, plus slick 
| juggling 


rated plenty of palm- 
|/pounding. Kay and Charles Cerney, 
ballroom team, are more for musi- 


cale than pop film-vaude stage ap- 
| pearances. Brog. 


Melrose Ties With SGP 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
New indie outfit, Melrose Produc- 
| tions, closed a deal to produce 12 
| features for release through Screen 


|Guild Productions over a three-year | 


| period. 

S.G.P. currentiy committed to 
| distribute the pictures of eight pro- 
duction units, for a total of 64 to 72 
pix, in the next three years. 


is 


McGraw is making his Man- 
|hattan nitery debut at this spot. A 
| personable lad, he demonstrates the 
finesse of a seasoned entertainer 
| and sells both his personality and 
| well-trained baritone voice in good 
fashion. 

With a piano accompaniment, Mc- 
|Graw starts here with a musical 
icomedy version of “Gabriel” and 
|then swings into “All Through the 
Day,” evidencing good phrasing and 


wide range in both. He puts over 
“The Eagle and Me” equally well 
,and comes back to do “Irish Lul- 
laby” for heavy applause 

McGraw has enough class and 
polish néw for the better niteries 
dilng, makeup, etc. Stal 


NILSSON TWINS 
Songs 
30 Mins. 
| Famous Door, Miami Beach 

Nilsson duo, attractive and niftily 
couteriered blondes from the Coast, 
add a needed hypo to Famous Door. 
recently opened intimer, which had 


| been doing just fair biz with a 
| straight band policy. _ 
Opener sets them with “My Sis- 


ter Is Crazy” to lead into the ir spe- 
cial material, heightened in comedy 


effect by the youngster’s mugging 
and biz. Blondinos get them all the 


way on the comedy-angled stuff and 
wind up with encores in the ballad 
vein, host Don Richards accomping 
Duo look ready for the smarter 
intime New York spots and. to; 
vaude houses. Lary 


Valdes’ N.Y. Strand Date 
Miguelito Valdes and the Ray 
McKinley band have been booked 
|for the Strand theatre, N. Y., start- 
iing Nov. 1 for three weeks and op- 
‘ tions. 
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NOW YOU CAN GIVE 
THE KIDS A SHOW 


of the greatest favorites 
in two decades of sound 
in 316 film exchanges! 


28 TITLES FROM 10 DISTRIBUTORS 


COLUMBIA 


“Blondie Brings Up Baby” 


“Five Little Peppers 
and How They Grew” 


“Five Little Peppers 
in Trouble” 


M-G-M 


“Young Tom Edison” 
“The Human Comedy” 


“Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn” 


PARAMOUNT 


“Alice in Wonderland” 
“Little Miss Marker” 


“Mrs. Wiggs of the 
Cabbage Patch’’ 


MONOGRAM 


“The Hoosier Schoolboy” 
“The Barefoot Boy” 


WARNER BROS. 


“Green Pastures” 
“A Midsummer Night's 


* Dream” 
“The Prince and the 
REPUBLIC Pauper” 
“Sis Hopkins” * 
“Young Buffalo Bill” 


RKO-RADIO 


“Two Thoroughbreds” 
“Anne of Windy Poplars” 
“Anne of Green Gables” 


UNIVERSAL 


“The Underpup’’ 
“Sandy Gets Her Man” 
“The Mighty Treve” 





20th CENT.-FOX 


“Jane Eyre” 


“Rebecca of Sunnybrook 
Farm” 


“Poor Little Rich Girl’ 


UNITED ARTISTS 


“Song of the Open Road” 
“Knickerbocker Holiday” 
“Three’s a Family” 


The Cream of the Crop for Saturday Morning Shows! 


Approved by your community leaders, parents and teachers, all reviewing groups, and 
sponsored as a public service, by Eric Johnston, working through the Motion Picture 
Association with the above listed member and non-member companies. 


66 } | 
ERE’S an announcement that ought to be of great interest to parents ... If young children 


are allowed to go to the movies only once a week, only Saturday morning, and the pictures shown on 
Saturday morning are all good pictures, that about solves the problem of how to get Johnny and Susie 
away from crime pictures and other hair raisers, doesn’t it? .. . It’s up tO tiie parents to see thal theatre 
Owners in their communities do show these special films from the Children’s Film Library.” 


—MARTHA DEANE on Station WOR, N. Y. 























*‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


Silverstone Sees End of Distrib 
Quota in England But High US. Prod. 


Chief question facing VU. S. film? 
companies in the foreign market is | 
what changes England will make in | 


West End Stll Lofty; ‘Mexico’ Soli 
2G, ‘Beaucaire’ Wow 156, 4th Week: 





VARIETY 


‘Milland Picked For 
Royal Command Show 


London, Sept. 24. 
The big Royal Command Film 
show to be given at Metro’s Empire 
theatre, Nov. 1, has selected Ray 

















the existing quota law when it 
comes up for renegotiation in 1948, 
according to 


Murray Silverstone, | 


| British Bar John Sweet 


London, Sept. 24. 
Set. John Sweet, formerly in the 


star to appear. 


in London huddling on his initial 


Milland as the first American film | 
| 
Milland, who will be | 





| Joe Hummel Back in U.S. 


o 





Day Big 166, ‘Town’ Fat 206, 2 Spots 


London, Sept. 24. 


: : ,ooks like some American distribe 
i ‘ : U. S. Army, who has appeared here | Par production here, was picked be- Looks gfe ’ ' 
20th-International prexy, just back | ° J dH sd “Or T og d t hi t utors are pulling their punches with 
; : -ee- y } in e arris ‘Our own, an cause of Nis recent screen successes | 
from a three-months tour of Europe lave sesentiy ia “Gre Scenes * ‘ : Joseoh Hummel. Warner Bros,| their product, some of lesser ones 
and England. On the basis of his | ™ore recently in rreen Laughter, | and the fact that he was born in| _ °°S* - .. am » wlavine the West Bnd 
urvey, he predicted the English has been refused extension of per- Wales H ae ictal European manager, who was due in| now p aying - West LNG. 
seasitil boost the present exhib quota mit to play here by the Ministry of — " _— - ant |N. Y. from Paris over the weekend, Exceptions currently are Warners, 
d abolish the distributors’ quota Labor. He sailed for America on/ Citizen and his screen fame stems was delayed in arriving until late Metro and Paramount who do not 
al é Ss . a. e : : : " r | 6. - ite , , 
This would end the present com- | Sept. 19 from his work in U. S. productions | Monday night. Take off by plane| have any seasonal discriminations, 
pulsory production in England by | Sweet also did a couple of British | for Paramount. | had been delayed twice. with result that their houses are do- 
American companies. | films including “A Canterbury Tale. All British film stars have been |} a t — aes Seficiels, ing the teal trade. in the case 6 
é p : oe aris aI We ‘ en ' ey ‘ > with homeoffice officials, as : ” . 
Film council committee compris- invited to the affair which is an | we k .. f ear an ome ot Par, “Searching Wind,” at the Carl- 
: | « sly : ( "e. y ° . 
ing J. Arthur Rank, Reginald Baker, , anes elaboration of the pre-war Garden | - P a ery 0 og ee "'e oe he ficat ton, is doing excellent biz despite 
a circuit chief and two indie ex-| Rank 5 Publicity Chief Party idea staged annually for me ast. is me ** | being in fifth week, and “Monsieur 
os ing 2>rms ; ; =e aes ‘ | trip here since he assumed his new | Beaucaire,” at the Plaza, is smash 
| hibitors, now is huddling on terms o,° Cinematic Benevolent Fund of Bri- post about a year ago Hummel} although in fourth week Latter 
m 2 cas _ > anf-2 . Pe » eae _ Sa ai - USt re c } c asQO. 5S ; e 4a 
i. ao gt — Says British Ads Top eae reveated as yet a“ other | recently returned from a visit to| holds over indefinitely. Warners’ 
must be accepted by I arliament be- , : American stars will be invited or South Africa and other sections of | “Night and Day,” now in first week 
fore becoming law, Silverstone said Yy ks’ in Intelli ence that Milland will appear as spokes- “page ollloe vb | at the Warner, is in same category, 
Boost in the exhib quota, will cut an g man for all U. S. screen players. | a | and looks sure for three weeks. 
the playing time of American films London, Sept. 24 Usually part of fund raising at these dab “Holiday in Mexico also 
‘ . . at T } 4 . 4 ~ ° oOKs strong 
yn British screens, he Said. Chis John Myers, chief publicist of the | shows was done by selling auther 100 P f D t h 80) F »0K > ‘ 
: : hie he ; : ; As a whole, the Wes nd is s 
quota is the clue to the possible} Jy Arthur Rank organization, speak- | Hollywood souvenirs | 1X 107 VDUIC . or who é est End is still 








abolishment of the distrib quota, he 


ing at a luncheon of display men in 


in the money partly due probably to 


a ‘ i | bad weather conditions and visitors 
said According to Silverstone, this| London, said the English display Czechs, Likely in 1947 in London. * 
will help build the British industry,| man was better than the American K d S ns rs 6 New Gresses at $4 to Pound 
now a eT ha » - and that Agra oa more os or a po 0 ; As Result of New Pact Academy (Indie) — “Children on 
Pointing ou 1a 1e iree big/tion and did a far less stereotype: P P d U e D | ie ; —— Trial” (Ealing) and “Zero De Con- 
British chains now absorb about | job. British display men, said Myers, | IX ro ° nits; e ays BE ovig _ . pores a eng duite” (Indie) (2d wk). House has 
156 top features a year, the 20th|tried a more intellectual approach | . ° 0 | Ms “ pias sas . ) or — y ' aa regular following, generally grossing 
chief stated that American pro-|to their publicity. The reason for Big Production on Uwn | “’° ee es Expeney pote © | around $3,600 first week, with sec- 
cele aaaaid + mrrem a i ae sai dais | approved by the Netherlands Bio-| ond week near $3,000. Staying an- 
ducers would continue English pro bo he said, was that there was a London, Sept. 24 | scoop Bond and the Czech govern- | other week 
‘ ‘ : . e ° As as bac eo a | 4 9 en wee | s an A = + 
duc ~ even - the distrib quota | matt le = of inte res wee sl Latest developments here indicate | ment last week. As a result of these Carlton (Par)—“Searching Wind” 
were bypasser ;Nngisn Himg_oers ae © \that Sir Alexander Korda does not| actions. U. S. major sanies will | (Par) (5th wk). Has reaped nic 
Emphasizing that a top British | Americans. According to Myers, the a ow Aaa z actions, U. S. major companies will . a 





1 o start a large scale produc-|releace : atures i ._| harvest, with first few weeks aver- 
film will outgross a top American mental age of the English film- ore — oa nicl gy pra cain. ite ig Pg icant eg aging well over $12,000. But now 
film in England. Silverstone said| patron was about 15% while that) |) teaq he will follow J. Arthur|Irving Mavs, MPEA general man- belie epee re “Blue Skies" 
that despite this, British theatres|of the American was seven and a eet ee , ‘ nt ee re : eing = repiace y “Blue _ Skies” 
during the current calendar year | half to nine. pom i — ' ae . ar agp “—. aot : 1, | Far. , ’ 
pee ; ; ee ae aN oh ten Racine Gin organization to handle the work 0 The Czech government action in Empire (Metro)—“Holiday in Mex- 
would play only 30 top British pix He explained that in E — independent producers working in| officially okaying the film distrib} ico” (M-G). Judging by weekend 
or about 10 for each of the three publicity was the poor relation of | his studios and, probably, with his} pact. already signed between the | trade, this one will chalk up $22,- 
circuits the industry and that every penny |}. cKing, MPEA and the Czech Film Mo- | 900, which warrants holdover. “Green 

Silverstone explained that 20th-|spent on the publicity and adveBtis-| up ,,,i6 Prince Charlie” and “A nopoly, means that MPEA mem- Years” (M-G) comes in next. 
Fox will continue to produce in| ing side was questioned. He said the | 7.) about the House,” both started | ber companies will release 80 fea- Curzon (Indie) — “Les Visiteurs 
England. The company's new studio | British would have to emulate the as Korda pictures, now are listed as | tures in Czechslovakia in the 1946-47 7 Png (Indie) and “Toscanini” 
will not be completed for 18 months. | Americans, who provided large sums Edward Black productions. Leslie ; U. S. (Indie) (4th wk). One of arty 


Company has just completed “Meet 


for display advertising campaigns. 


season. releasing schedule in 


Westenders, two French films doing 


| Arliss, who did the directing job on|that country will be launched by | steady $2,500, good for smallie. Be- 
Me at Dawn,” produced by Marcel ae tiie |The Wicked Lady,” now is slated | 20th-Fox picture “Wilson”. ing replaced in about two weeks by 
Hellman, and has two more Hell- | for both pictures. Scottish location| Louis Kanturek, MPEA manag-| “La Femme du Boulanger” (Indie). 
man films skedded for 1947. | 5 US. PIX COMPETE work on the former has been con-|ing director for Czecho, leaves Sept. Gaumont (GB)—“Theirs Is Glory” 


Questioned on whether 20th would 
undertake 


domestic distribution of | 


' 


cluded and a unit at present is 


28 for Prague where he will arrange 


(GFD). Opened with bang with 


AT CANNES FESTIVAL working in Rome on the other pic-|for the preem of this film. To sig- ey: ge Fogel in 3 ae tae 
Sir Alexander Kordas’ pictures in | ture. It is understood that “A Man” /nalize the importance of the event,| ple Arch Pavilion. prog Bi 
light of 20th’s Korda deal in Aus- Paris, Sept. 24. will go on the floor at Sound City as|the preem will be attended by/| at $12,500 or over. . 
tralasia, Silverstone said this was The International Film Festival goon as the location unit returns and | President Benes and other officials 


under the jurisdiction of the domes- 
tic company. He weuld not say 
whether Paramount and 20th were 
negotiating for a joint foreign 16m 
distrib setup. 





getting big 
Apart from 


has opened in Cannes 
publicity buildup here. 


| the picture theme of the gathering | 


‘the French are really using this 
‘opportunity to stage what amounts 
lto a three-week carnival in Cannes 
so as to hypo Riviera trade. 


that “Charlie” 
until January. 

Last week the British Film Pro- 
ducers Assn. announced that six new 
companies, all under Korda sponsor- 
ship, had been granted membership 
lin the BFPA. They are Kinsman 


will be held over 





lof the Czech government as well as 
| by American Embassy Officials. 


B.A. BUILDING PROGRAM 


| 





Leicester Square (GFD)—‘“London 
Town” (GFD) (3d wk). Opened big 
and did sock $15,000 first stanza, 
with this week about $11,000 still 
big. Staying two more weeks despite 
general release starting next week, 
London Pavilion (UA )—“Mad Hat- 
ter” (UA). Opened poorly with 


first week’s intake unlikely to ex- 
B *.° h Film B . f American entries are “Anna,” | Picture Corp., Bryanston Films, Ltd. FILLS BIG-HOUSE NEED ceed $8,000. Staying second week, 
ritis rieis “Tost Week-End"” “Rhapsody in| (Leslie Arliss), Anthony Kimmins and then being replaced by “Angel 








Blue.” “Gilda.” “Make Mine Music,” 


Productions, Imperadio Pictures, Ltd. 


Argentina, long under-seated at its 


: ; ? . on My Shoulder” (UA). 
; A . picture theatres, currently is get- : hid 
‘Wonderman,” ‘Gaslight and “No-/| (Herbert Wilcox), British Lion Pro-|ting the long-needed big capacity epee te “Giscy” tate a pe 
London, Sept. 24. | torious.” duction Assets, Ltd., and Reed Film | houses, according to Monroe Isen,| cinch for three weeks. ‘e710 


Mai Zetterling, 23-year-old Swed- 
ish film star, who scored in the 
Swedish picture, “Frenzy,” has been 
signed by Michael Bafcon to star in 
“Frieda,” the Henry Sherek-Ronald 
Millar stage hit, set to go into pro- 
duction at Ealing Studios soon. ..Of 
the several offers Michael Redgrave 


Contrary to the Venice Festival, 
when one picture won the prize, a 
considerable number of awards will 
be given. To cover part of the ex- 
penses, the management tried to ob- 
tain permission of the film com- 
panies to have their film used for a 


‘Productions, Ltd. (Carol Reed). 





Odeon’s Refinancing 
Includes Two Splitups 


London, Sept. 24. 


Universal's veteran manager for the 
country, who now is in N.Y. for 
huddles with Joseph Seidelman, U- 
International prexy, and Al Daff, 
veepee. He told Variety that the 
theatre construction program there 
would provide several 1,200 to 2,500- 


| 


Big $7,000 or 





near looks likely. 

New Galiery (GB)—“Centennial 
Summer” (20th) (2d wk) has proved 
disappointing, with first week barely 
exceeding $8,000. Second looks near 
$5,000. “Dead of Night” (Faling) re- 
places for one week, after which 


: : “The Two Mrs. ‘arrolls” 

has received from Hollywood, he | Second showing and at regular ‘ ee eae oe of- seat houses so sorely needed. making first oo i py 
has decided to appear for Fritz Lang admission scale. This has been ficlally Gisc ose ‘ hare olders aoe Isen was congratulated by cable | Warners film has been West End 
early next year in “Secret Behind | frowned upon by American and (offered 1,186,849 Cumulative 6% | by some 30 Argentine film biz top-|prereleased at Gaumont British 
the Door,” in which he will co-star | British contestants so far. Preference shares of $4 each at/| pers on his 25 years with Universal | house. 


with Joan Bennett. 
in London late Spring 
“Macbeth” in the West End... Her- 
mione Gingold is using Margaret 
Lockwood's “Wicked Lady” gowns in 


He is due back | 
to play | 


Too Many Foreigners 
In Mex Pix Irk Natives 





| slightly over $5 a share. Preference 
shareholders are. offered one new 
share for* every two held, while 
' ordinary stockholders will get one 


last week. Bulk of that time he’s 
been in Argentina. Distributor and 
exhibitor leaders alike are going to 
fete him when he returns to Buenos 











Odeon, Leicester Square (Odeons) 
—“Claudia and David” (20th) (2d 
wk). Below average with first week 
only $15,000, with second week ex- 
pected to touch $12,000. 


| , , But stays a 
1 Mohiie ‘ter Cllieeemden for every 10. This issue will raise | Aires in three or four weeks. third stanza. after which “Witi 
a coe ee Mexico City, Sept. 24 $5,980,000. ' ; Isen pointed out that 15 film thea- | Reservation” (RKO) comes oe 
Picture theatre admissions — - eee ity , “ead a, _Company also _Is redeeming 'tres would be completed in Buenos Plaza (Par) — “Monsieur Beau- 
Mkely ta Gust meses, Set ts duel. players Mg ond ~ too | 9:040,000 worth of its Second 51% | Aires and its suburbs during 1946. | Caire. (Pee) (ath wk). Smash from 
extra film production cost, with irked because they charge snd o Debentures at $105. Holders are of-|He said that the Lautaret circuit serge -—~ _smash $18,000 for 
distribs asking for more money from | ™@"y foreigners play in Mexican | fereq $316 in Second Mortgage 4% | and associates plan to start build- : Now nearer $15,000, still 


exhibitors, 


pictures. The organizations aver that 








Understood that in- rgal ; Debentures of Odeon Theatres and|ing a 5,000-seat theatre within the ea witht neaes —— 
aa wages for cinema employees while not objecting to em | $104 in cash for each $460 held. | next 90 days. low. ’ 5 5Ke Ol- 
involves $4,000,000, besides the hike | pearing in Mexican-made ms, | Studio One (Indie)—“ 

in sqlaries for theatre managers, and | since many Mexicans play in for- | ——+—-— — e (Indie Naples au 


double fees charged by Performing 
Right Society...Valerie Hobson 


eign productions. they intend to ask 
the government to shorten the length 





Aussie Film Production Seen On 


Baiser de Feu” (Indie) (5th wk). 
Nice $3,800 on first weeks: now about 


given starring role in Joseph Shear- ogg ata to stay another 
ing’s «“Blanche Fury,” which her |f time actors from abroad may 9 wee S. 

husband, Anthony Havelock-Allan, | Work in Mexico. “ aaiee oe aa (Odeon )— 
is to direct...Robert Beatty, off to| The unions contend that the casts own *FD) (2d wk). 


his native Canada on short trip. Due 
here shorily to star in couple of films 
for British National...Concurrently 
with squatters activities in London 
West End picture theatres are*show- 
ing Walt Disney Mickey Mouse titled 


lof some Mexican pictures have five 
| foreigners to one native player. And 


| 


_— wrong for the local actors. 


| Power, Romero Plane To 


Sydney, Sert. 24. 
Hope for a major upbeat in Aus- 


Upswing With Next Season Plans Set 


Rank’s 50% buy into Greater Union 
Theatres. Twentieth-Fox 


Also at Leicester Square Theatre, 
with first week around $12,000, big. 
This week is unlikely to exceed 
$9,000. Being replaced by “Search- 
ing Wind” (Par) for one week prior 
to general release 


formerly . 
rope. : . , Tatler (GB)—“Ivan the Terrible” 
Squatters’ Rights”...Sir Alexander | ‘Ls : tralian film production is seen next |released Rank product here over | ([Indie) (34 wk) This is fi , 
Korda has formed new film company. Chile, Peru, Argentina year. Sir Alexander Korda is send- | Hoyts, former holding a major in-| for this Russian film: wae te 
Kinsmen Films, for sole purpose of Santiago, Sept. 17. a 


producing 





ing a unit here to do the picture, 


terest both in Hoyts and Moodabe 





done fairly well. with first week 





Oversea oiiken, with Empire one | Making their own contributions to | “Smiley,” with understanding that circuits, around $2,400. Now close to $1.800. 
S s sett igs. ithe cause of hemispheric solidarity, | 20th-Fox will be interested in dis- Rank product will go through | Being replaced by “The Stranger” 
i'Tyrone Power and Cesar Romero tributing. J. Arthur Rank likewise |Greater Union now, Local industry ee geting second West End 
Rapper On London Looksee and staff of three arrived here this is expected to swing into production |sees hot competition between Rank- en) “Centenni: 
5 : ; ~ ie ; b S ied i - entennial Sum- 
week in the former's plane named ji. 1947, Ealing will do three films |Greater Union and the 20th-Fox and mer’ (20th) (2d wk) Teed off 
London, Sept. 19. |the “Salud Amigos,” plane was be- here a | Korda-Hoyts combination. merely good at near $8,000. with 
Irving Rapper. London-born War-/| decked with flags of all Latin-| Columbia is reported toying with | eee second stanza unlikely to top $5,000. 
ner Bros. director, due here this| American nations. Party came in idea of doing one more after its suc- | A print of “Smithy” has been re- | Pulling out with “Rake’s Progress” 
week from Peru. ‘cess with “Smithy,” now playing | ceived in N. Y. by Columbia's home- | (Eagle-Lion) replacing for one 
Object of trip is to take in some; His first Chile visit in eight years, |Greater Union Theatres houses. | office, but thus far it has not been| week. ; 
of West End's latest plays and make | Power drew an excellent press who Korda’s product tie via British Lion. |shown to exhibitors or circuits. Warner (Warners) — “Night and 
Close survey of British film produc- | hailed him as a “sincere friend of | with 20th-Fox for Australia would | Likely will be previewed for a rep- ey PO naa Doing big biz, around 
tion activities, with a view to War-| Chile.” Whole entourage partied by | give it release through the big Hoyts | resenta‘ive group of exhibs at some poo +g ry a ae 
ner future activities at Teddington | 20th-Fox manager Carl Knust. Group circuit in Aussie and via the Mood- early date to get American reac-| lation of product forcing run to 
Studios. Films are expected to re-| took off for Buenos Aires later this | abe chain in New Zealand. | tions. Crix lauded picture when) eight weeks after which “Man I 
Sume production there next year. week. 4 This is viewed here as a reply to ‘shown in Sydney, Australia. Love” (WB) repk: 








26 





VARIETY Wednesday, September 25, 1946 








Ae NIIP? 


-— 


EA ALLLLD 28 AP 
ORO IIR AE 































Boston biz boff with 3rd week holdovers in two 
houses... Philadelphia a sock holdover! Move- 
overs in Syracuse, Toledo and Baltimore! 
Keep your eyes open on how they play this Ace 
in Columbus, Cincinnati, New York, St. Paul! 
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Chi Exhibs Blast Govt. Meddling’ 
In Industry; Pix Chiefs Should 


BY HAYDEN TALBOT 
Chicago, Sept. 24 
Divorcement is uppermost in the 
long list of anxious uncertainties 


currently plaguing Chicago’s film 
chieftains. Of the many interesting 
talks with Chicago operators the 
most outstanding was coupled with 


a demand of anonymity. So it is 
included in the usual quoted 
contribs. Because of its importance, 
however, not to mention the impli- 
patent to between-the-lines 
readers. a summary of the points 
made is set forth. 


not 


cations 


Divorcement, like auction-bidding, 


and like every other attempt by the | 


Government to make the American 


film industry play ball under an un- | 


workable set of rules, is at One and 
the same time a pain in the neck 
and a joke. Specifically, John Doe 


owns a half interest in a profit-mak- 


ing house; the other half is owned 
by one of the major producing com- 


panies. The arrangement has been 
mutually satisfactory for years of 
successful operation. But now comes 
jivorcement. Either the produce! 
has got to sell out to the exhib, or 
the exhib has got to buy out 
produce. 

Or again, in plenty of situations a 
house is jointly owned by two of 
the major producing 
Under divorcement one of the 
has got to sell out to the other. 

So what? So, in each case, the 
letter of the law is complied with. 
There is a valid transfer of title. On 
paper it looks like the house is 
owned to the extent of at least 95% 
by one corporate unit or by an in- 
lividual. But appearances not only 
can be, they most certainly will be 
jeceptive in this instance. Dissolu- 
tions of partnership, as final as they 
can be made, are sometimes dissolu- 
tions in name only. No marital di- 
vorce law has yet been framed im- 
posing actual cessation of relations 


two 


between the divorced ee.yple — and | 


it's not going to requii. a superla- 


tively clever lawyer to find ways 
and means of circumventing the | 
intent of this divorcement act. 


Silverman Sounds Off 

Chicagoans willing to be quoted 
were as numerous as they were 
forthright. First to shoot the works 
was Eddie Silverman, chief of Es- 
saness, an important indie circuit 
with headquarters in Chicago. Says 
Silverman: 

“We picture people are not eco- 
nomists. We do not know world 
conditions or trends. And I’m not 
confining myself to Chicago business 
men: it’s true over the whole coun- 
try. Contrasted with this, your Eng- 


lish business man is schooled to 
think in world terms. So he can 
forecast developments more accu- 


rately than we can. 


“We have been operating loosely. 
Nine men out of 10 seem to think 


this seller's market will continue | 
indefinitely. Only the rare excep- 
tion is making plans now for the 


days to come when the current lush 
conditions vanish. Not so 
land. She is right in her constrained 
policy. There’s sound common sense 
behind her pulling in her belt an- 
Other notch. While we go along 
under every yard of canvas we can 
carry, she is reefing her sails in 
order to ride out the storm she can 
see is coming. And all this is cause 
for worry on the part of any 
thoughtful American business man 
—whatever his line of business. 


Youth at Fault 


“The root of the trouble is the 
American way of catapulting youth 
into positions of responsibility too 
heavy for their inexperience to cope 
with. This new crowd of relative 
youngsters insist 1929 can't happen 
again. They're not old enough to 
realize their fathers were saying the 
very same thing in the summer of 
29 when they convinced themselves 
the panic of ’07 would never be 
repeated. The amount of it is we 
always wait until we are on the 
brink of Niagara before we grab the 
rope thrown to us at the last mo- 
ment. Up to now the rope has been 
strong enough to save us. Let's hope 
it will continue to be. 

_ “f expect to find myself caught 
in the crisis tomorrow, next week, 
any moment. How soon the crash 
comes is immaterial. The worrisome 
thing is it will come as a shock to 
90% of the men in the incgistry, and 
that high a percentage of business 
Senerally. It will certainly see the 
Vast majority of movie men caught 


the | 


companies. | 


in Eng- | 


, totally unprepared Yet who is to 
dispute the fact the Stock Market 
IS going crazy”? 

“As for exhibitor associations I 


belong to none. It is possible they 
may be doing the exhibitor in some 
situations a real service, but I can’t 
they can do for me. There 
the Chicago area— 
out of complete 
between sellers and 
We get along swell as indi- 
| Viduals, and have no need of asso- 
ciations. You see, Chicago has as 
}enlightened a bunch of exhibitors as 
you'll find anywhere in the country 

their ignorance of world affairs 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Within the limits of their own oper- 
ations they know their business, and 
problematical help from 
association 


see wnat 
is harmony in 
harmony 


arising 


understanding 
buyers. 


neea no 


any 


“IT don’t have to be told the fate 
of the scare monger. He always has 
been, he always will be unpopular 
It's okay with me—so long as 
Vaniery has sense enough to include 
this tiny note of caution in your 
countrywide symposium which so 
far would seem to indicate every- 


thing in the garden's lovely, and the } 


flowers everlasting. I'll take a rib- 


bing gladly—if Varirry lets me 
point out the well known fact no 
flower ever bloomed which didn’t | 
fade. Even Luther Burbank couldn't 


beat this law of nature.” 


From unpopularity-risking Silver- 


‘enough to refuse to settle out of 
| court. Says McConnell: 


; out of court before the beginning of 
| the 


Retrench Before Market Crashes’ 





“It surprises me every prosecution 


|of an exhibitor for alleged falsifica- | 


tion of his books hasn’t been thrown 


action. Why Harry Brandt, or 
any other person charged with this 
offense, should have settled —or | 
should have even consented to ap- 
pear to defend the action—leaves me 


jamazed at their ignorance. The 
truth of the matter is every such 
prosecution transgresses a primary 
law which, in effect, requires liti- 
gants to come into court with clean 
hands These prosecutions ceuld 
have all been thrown out of court on 
the grounds the original contract 


| 


between distributor and exhibitor is 
illegal inasmuch as it is a violation 
of the Sherman Act. This is an all- 


sufficient answer to specific charges 


of falsifying the books, and leaves 
the plaintiff without a legal leg to 
stand on. 

“In point of fact this is presently 
to be made clear to every exhibi- 
tor in the country if the decree 
which the court asked me to draw 
up at the conclusion of the Jackson 
Park case is signed by the judge 
concerned. Briefly, this decree will 
end once and for all one of the 


greatest evils from which the indus- 
try is now suffering 
will end extended 
first run exclusivity is concerned. 
So the excessive milking of the 
market will be stopped. In this con- 
nection it may be thought-provoking 
to draw an analogy. 

“Rights of the exhibitor are, of 
course, important. For that matter 
the same can be said for the produ- 
,;cer and the distributor. Nobody is 
going to dispute this. But what do 
all of them matter compared with 
ithe only fellow who really is tops, 
the fellow who pays his money at 


clearances. It 
runs in so far as 


|man to lunch at the University Club | the boxoffice and so keeps the whole 


of the far-famed Jackson Park case 
Equator. Give an ear to Thomas 
McConnell, attorney for Florence B. 
Bigelow, Marion 


quartet of 


guished nabe who had guts enough 





Bilked Via Jackson Park 


Inevitably, after McConnell, next | 


to step into the ring is one of his 
late opponents in the Jackson Park 
case, John Balaban, urbane chief of 
Balaban & Katz who have been 
eminently successful caterers to 
generations of Chicago’s amusement 
seekers. So lend an ear to John 
Balaban: 


“It would be stupid to deny there 
have been and are monopolistic ten- 
dencies in the motion picture busi- 
ness. But with this said, and with- 
out wishing to join the large army 
of gripers Variery has already lined 
up in this symposium, I still think 
|we got a raw deal in the Jackson 
Park case. Naturally such things 
must be a matter of opinion, and as 
an interested party I admit I may be 
| biased. On the other hand, judges 
are only human beings. They are 
not infallible. And the fact he ruled 
;against us does not by itself con- 
| vince me we deserved to lose. If 
anyone chooses to raise the point of 
our offering to settle, or of our not 
|}appealing against the decision to a 
|higher court, as evidence of our 
|case, I can only say no such doubt 
|motivated us. It was simply in line 
|with our general policy—to do 
!everything in our power in our deal- 
|ings with people in every branch of 
‘the industry to make for harmonious 
| relations. 
|; roduce winners and losers. In our 
opinion fights always make every- 
| body concerned a loser. Harmony is 





las essential in business relationships | 


as it is in the home. 


“As for more pleasant things, busi- 
ness is better than it was a year ago. 
And I see no end of the present 
happy state of affairs for a long time 
to come. How can I be pessimistic 


when I see the figures being done 
all along the line today? What can 


anybody say to offset the fact ‘Mon- 
sieur Beaucaire’ in its first week at 
the Chicago theatre will do $94,000— 
perhaps $95,000? A few years ago, 
if anybody said such a gross was 
possible I'd have laughed at him. 
Business isn't good; it’s unbelievable. 

“And why shouldn't somebody give 
the credit where it belongs—to the 
producer”? I've been reading this se- 
ries in Variety since they started, 
and so far they've been one long 


Fights are supposed to | 


was a leap from the Arctic to the | 


| with the supremely confident winner | industry alive? Why should this cus- 


| tomer—unable for whatever reason 
| to get downtown in any given city— 
| be denied the pleasure of seeing any 
| given picture in his neighborhood 


B. Koerber, John house until all his downtown friends 
E. Bloom and William C. Bloom, the | have forgotten it? If it can be done, 
independently wealthy | I mean to put an end to this unfair 
owners of the up-to-then undistin- | 


treatment of vast sections of the 
| community because of the accident 


to battle for a principle—and money | of residence.” 


Increased Releasing of Shorts 
No Barb at Duals; Distribs Say 
They Merely Replacing Gov t Reels 





Acad Admits 100 Members 


Hollywood, Sept. 24 
Academy of Motion Picture Art- 
ists admitted 100 new members, the 
largest number ever taken in at one 
time, raising the total membership 


to 1,145. an all-time high 


Academy voted to make an inter- 


national award next year for the 
first time. Margaret Herrick. ex- 
ecutive secretary, was delegated to 


the International Film Congress at 
Cannes, France, as an _ observer. 
Congress will be held in Hollywood 


next March 

babbled by a half-dozen or nore 
men in the business in the oul 
of an evening out in Chicago's 
jammed - to - the - ceiling niteri 
Names and quotes are necessarily 
lacking, but in so far as the sum- 
mary paints a word picture of pre- 


vailing opinion in Chicago's film cir- 


cles it rates inclusion here. So here 
it goes—Chicago’s current opinions, 
not this reporter's: 

It’s an old story, of course, but 


Chicago's biggest gripe is New York's 
conviction the world is bounded by 
the Hudson and East rivers. True, 
no New York newspaper claims to 
be “The World’s Greatest’- 
it to the Chicago Tribune to _in- 
dulge in that flamboyant splash of 
| self-laudation. Also, Chicago is in- 
clined to be self-important. But as 
compared with New York your Chi- 
, cagoan appreciates much more how 
| tremendously dependent he is on 
the prosperity of the farmers of 
Iowa and Indiana and the other ad- 


currently going the rounds is apro- 
pos. 
Into a speakeasy in the state of 





| there to do 


B. & K. Chief Claims Chains 


Maine comes an obvious stranger. 
A souse at the bar asks him if he’s 
some fishing. The 
stranger says he is not a fisherman. 


Whereupon the local souse_ intro- 


duces himself as being the champion 


succession of yowl!s from exhibitors 
and attacks on exhibitors by dis- 
tributors. I'd like to say a word for 
the producer, if nobody objects. 


“I'm prepared to bet not one ex- 
hibitor, not one distributor, in 100— 
had he been asked in advance— 
would have voted in favor of put- 
ting Bob Hope in a costume picture. 
Why, I can hear them saying, ‘What 
Hope? In a wig and silk stockings? 
You're crazy!’ So what? So Para- 
mount has the courage to do just 
this thing. And it takes courage to | 
do a thing like that. Never mind the | 
money invested. To a big concern | 
the production cost of a single pic- | 
ture is omly a bookkeeping item. But | 
Hope is too valuable an asset to be | 
monkeyed with. Put him in a ter- 
rible flop and the after effects could | 
be disastrous. So I say it took cour- | 
age for Paramount to cast him as, 
Monsieur Beaucaire. Generally cour- | 
age is admired and rewarded. Why | 
shouldn't Paramount get a bouquet 
for such outstanding courage? 





“If anybody anywhere suspects me | 
of any ulterior motive in handing | 
out this slight tribute to producers | 
generally I suggest it might be an 








| 


| tions? 


idea for such a suspicious person to 
think over what I've had to say 
about the importance of harmony | 
within the industry. How can it hurt 
an exhibitor’s business for him to 
praise the good work of a producer? 
What harm can it do him to say} 
publicly how much he has been in 
the past benefited by a consider- | 
ate action on the part of a distri- 
butor? 

“All right, ali right. I know. Pro- 
ducers do turn out stinkeroos. Dis- 
tributors do put on the pressure 
when they have to unload the stink- 
eroo. But why emphasize the excep- 
Why not let the facts speak 
for themselves? So far as I can learn 
exhibitors all over the country are 
planning new building, improve- 
ments, replacements. Would they be 
doing this, if preduct generally was 
lousy, if distributors were making 
life unbearable? To such weepers I 
say only 1945 was the lushest year in 
the history of the industry, and 1946 
is going to be lusher than that. 

Here, parenthet has to be} 
interjected another digest of chatter , 


illv, 


marvellous. 


| somewhat 


fisherman of the whole of New 
Engiand. A week ago he caught 
a bass measuring six feet from snout | 
to tail and weighing just over 60 | 
pounds. Says the stranger, “That's 
Only thing ever hap- 


leaving | 


joining states. In film circles a story | 


+ Hypoed release of shorts current- 


ly being made by most of the majors 
is an attempt to get shorts distri- 
bution back to its normal pre-war 
level following the release of 
nation’s screens from Government 
information films. Step-up in rele 
schedules, according to 
spokesmen, is not an 
the way for a killing of 
tures in the face of 
shortage of features 


tne 


1se 
ndustry 
attempt to clear 
double fea- 
contemplated 
Pointing to the number of infor- 
mation films run by theatres during 
the war, sales toppers declared that 
commercial shorts suffered a tre- 
mendous slump in sales. Some of the 
Government shorts, produced in 
Hollywood, were equally as good as 


the majors’ regular product and, 
since exhibs received them for free, 
was natural for them to book in 


the special releases instead of prod- 
uct they’d have to pay for. 
Statistics compiled shortly after 
V-J Day by Francis S. Harmon, for- 
mer exec veepee of the now defunct 
War Activities Committee, reveal that 
theatres received 77,387 prints of 177 
subjects during the 37 months of op- 
eration of the Office of War Infor- 
mation. In addition, an average of 
12,500 theatres played war informa- 
tion films during 1945. Since V-J 
Day, however, exhibs have voiced 
growing antipathy to any more in- 
formational films. Gripes culminated 
in the resolution passed last spring 
| by the American Theatres Assn., 
| limiting Government leases to only 
| those subjects passed by an ATA 
| committee. 
| With theatres consequently freed 
'of the semi-compulsory material, 
the majors are making a concerted 
effort to revamp their shorts dis- 
tribution. Warners last week an- 
nounced one of the biggest sched- 
ules of shorts for any single month 
in the last six years, with nine sub- 
jects to be distributed during No- 
' vember. Eight shorts have already 
been announced for October release. 


Metro, for its part, has announced 
that all shorts will be tradescreened 
for the benefit of exhibs and has 
decided to sell the briefies on a one- 
or-all basis, with the exhib to be 
granted the privilege of cancella- 
tion if he takes them all. Metro also 


pened to me like that was last sum- | last week inaugurated the policy of 


mer when they made me try m 
hand at surf fishing on Cape Cod. 
They showed me how to stand in the 
surf and throw my line out, and I 
did. When I began to pull it in I 
felt something heavy on the hook. 
When I got it ashore, it wasn't a 
fish at all; it was a lantern—an an- 
1600 


tique lantern — the date. 
stamped on the bottom of it. Re- 
markable thing about it was—the 
lantern was still lit.” 

More Alphonse-Gaston 
The local souse_ staggers and 


shakes his head. Finally, in a plain- 
tive voice and putting an arm over 
the stranger’s shoulder, he says: 
“Pardner, if I'll take a few pounds 
off my bass, will you put that lan- 
tern out?” 

The appositeness of the yarn. ac- | 
cording to* Chicagoans, is New. 
York's studied refusal to accept the 


these days, when Chicago's pre- 
destined place as “The World's 
Greatest City’’ becomes more nearly 
true than the Tribune's more than 
premature claim, New | 
York may offer to take off a few) 
pounds of weight from her bass— 


| if Chicago will blow out her lantern. 


Translated into terms of strictly 
film business, Chicagoans are em- 
phatic in expressions of disgust aris- | 
ing from the habit of producers and 
distributors of citing the big grosses 


| done by their pix in Broadway thea- | 


tres. As they see it, it is an insult 
to their intelligence to grab credit 
for record-breaking business when, 
actually, the real attraction § that 
week in that house is a Benny Good- 
man or a Frank Sinatra. Such mean- 
ingless boosts make Chicagoans sore. 
They know by experience they're 
going to be asked stiffer-than-ever 
percentage terms for a pic because 
it has stayed six weeks in Radio 
City Music Hall—when, in point of 
fact, the thing which really jammed 
that house for 42 days was a stage 
show so spectacular it wouldn't have 
mattered if the screen offering had 
been a silent of the Clara Bow era. 

(Next week, Milwaukee, Minne- 
apolis, Des Moines and Kansas 


| running 
| shorts, thereby according the briefies 


City). | 


sneak previews on _ its 


much the same treatment as is given 
top features. 





LESSER SEEKS NEW TAG 
FOR PIC THAT LOOKS HOT 


United Artists’ and Sol Lesser’s 
_ forces were frantically searching over 
| the weekend for a new title for the 
producer's forthcoming picture known 
as “No Trespassing.” Following a 
gander at the film, Grad Sears, UA 
distribution chief, became so enthus- 
iastic, he insisted on Lesser’s giving 
it a new title indicating it was a 
“bigger” picture. 

As a result, Lesser offered $500 for 
a new tag te his staff and UA’s under 
the necessity of making the change 


|fact of Chicago's existence. One of | Wickiy, since a new ad campaign had 


to be made up. Studio had ads com- 
pleted and was just about ready to 
go with the copy built around the 
“No Trespassing” theme. Title prob- 
ably will be set by next week. 

New title will be the picture’s 
third, Delmar Daves, who wrote it, 
originally labeling it “The Red 
House.” Edward G. Robinson is 
starred. 

Seymour Poe, Lesser’s eastern rep, 
leaves New York for the Coast this 
weekend to see the film and discuss 
plans with Lesser. He'll be 
about a week. 


Vv = 
gone 


RKO Re-Tickets Tierney 
At a Pay Hike of $500 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Lawrence Tierney, who has had a 
stormy career since he leaped to star- 
dom in “Jchn Dillinger,” was handed 
a new long-term contract by RKO, 
with a weekly boost of $500 over his 
previous pact. 

Contract also calls for star billing 
in the Martin Mooney production, 
“San Quentin,” in which Tierney 
originally assigned as a 
player. 


was 
feat ured 
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By Jule Styne 
end Sammy Cahn 
“I've Never Forgotten” 
“The Lady With The Mop” 
“What Makes You 
Beavtiful, Beautiful t” 
“Oh Henry” 
and more! 


New Dancing 
Sensation ! 
Johnny Coy 
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| Pickford-Cowan 


_—_—— (Continued from page 7 


budgeted at between $1,500,000 and 
$2,000,000, according to Cowan, with 
liberal use of color promised, 
Certain to feel the effects of the 
new combine in an important way 


is Samuel Goldwyn, who now holds | 


the lease on the eight-stage studio 
bearing his name, but which is 
actually 51.25% owned by Miss Pick- 
ford. Goldwyn holds 23.75% of the 
partnership interest and Lady Stan- 
le widow of Douglas Fairbanks, 
25 

‘oldwyn’s lease will be up, Miss 
Pickford said, in September, 1948, 


at which time a new deal will have 
io be worked out. This would ob- 
viously be to provide space for her 
own production activities, as well as 
those of her husband. Buddy Rogers 
‘(Comet Pictures). In the meantime, 
Miss Pickford explained, the pact 
with Goldwyn gives her “most fav- 
ored” rights—in other words, space 
and terms equal to the best obtained 
bv any other tenant renting facilities 


from Goldwyn. She said she'd con 
tinue headquartering there = and 
Cowan would continue on the Hal 
Roach lot. 


Capitalization of the new unit will 


be between $2,500,000 and $3,000,000, | 


made up of cash and story proper- 
ties, Cowan said. He and Miss Pick- 
ford will be sole’ stockholders. 
George J. Schaefer, who was asso- 


ciated with Cowan in the past and | 


with Miss Pickford when he headed 
UA, and who was suggested as a 


possibility for the board chairman- | 


ship, will not be connected with the 
company, the partners Said. 

Cowan anticipates returning to the 
Coast from New York = today 
(Wednesday) and Miss Pickford 
Saturday (28). Rogers is east with 
her 


- Pickford—PCA 














each other was conscious or uncon- 
scious logrolling. “They're big boys, 
you know,” she said. 

Former star pointed out that she 
was not quarreling with the Code 
itself, but felt that everyone who 
must live and abide by it—including 
writers, directors and producers— 
should have a hand in determining 














its contents and administration. She 
pointed out, for instance, that a 
writer’s reputation might be serious- 
ly injured by a deletion or change 
ordered by the PCA, and vet he had 
no representation the Code Ad- 
ministration 

Should her ideas on broaden ng 
the PCA be in line w those of 
other indies the will ask Donald 
Nelson, head of the Society of Inde- 
pendent Producers, to take action, 
Miss Pickford said. “The Code be- 
longs as much to the SIMPP as to 
'the MPA,” she asserted 
| 20th’s Blind B 

——, Continued from page 5 
Fox to Doubleday to advertise the 
book This is in addition to the 
publisher’ campaign of $60,000, 


making one of the highest initial ad 
budgets in publishing history, 


Fox jumped into the deal on the 


basis of the facts it had at hand 
|rather than wait until galleys are 
|available this week, since they’d be 
| equally available to all companies 
and competitive bidding would 
|probably result. Roberts, acting as 
his own agent—another’ unusual 
instance — told Daniel Nye at 
| Doubleday, who was handling de- 


| tails, to accept the Fox offer when 
|Bloch made it. Other story depart- 


ments were nonplussed at the 
|unique development, since all of 
them had been struggling to get 


advance galleys. Fox will get credit 


good. 
Yarn is an 
romance of the period 











Continued from page 3 pd 


American pictures were treated 
more leniently by Joe Breen, PCA 
administrator, than were English 
productions. 

Miss Pickford said she knew of a 
number of specific instances of un- 
just treatment of indie films by the 
PCA, which she is certzin would not 
have occurred had they come from 
the majors. She mentioned difficul- 
ties by David O. Selznick on “Gone 
With the Wind” and, more recently, 
Lester Cowan on “Story of GI Joe.” 
Miss Pickford, incidentally, this 
week announced a producing part- 
nership with Cowan. 


Logrolling 


She indicated that the leniency 
which Big Five members showed to 


with a glamorous hero and heroine. 
Roberts’ books have always been top 
sellers, but only one has been film- 
ed, “Northwest Passage” (M-G), and 
that was but a mild success. His last 
one, “Oliver Wiswell,” was never 
purchased for the screen, 

Fox announced over the weekend 
it was about to put into production 
another novel, “Miss Rose,” by Jo- 


seph Shearing, with Peggy Cum- 
mins, English actress, in the top 
role. “Rose” was published in Lon- 


don in 1934 and a short time later 
published in the U. S. Company 
bought the rights some years ago 
with the intention of producing it 
at the Denham ctudios in England. 
Gene Markey will produce the pic- 
ture and write the screenplay. It’s 
about the British theatre at the turn 
of the century, 











INVITATION TO BID 


Government Owned Surplus 
| GAFCO SALE NO. 5-B 


WHAT! 


2,400 Ibs. 
D.C. 


control. 





WHEN! 


bids accepted till 2 


ponent parts basis 
non-priority buvers 
to highest bidder: t 
priority. 


WHERE! 





POWER PLANTS: 
CONTROL STATIONS: 


Over $7,500,000.00 Worth! 
SEARCH LIGHTS: 


trailer mounted, 
portable, 100-volt 
for remote 


CABLE: assorted, on reels, etc. 
CARBON: high intensity, neg. & pos. 
COMPONENTS, TOOLS, ETC. 


Inspection Dates Sept. 27-28, 1946 


p.m., Sept. 30, 1946. 


Bids received on complete units or com- 


from priority and 


; property awarded 


ie bids awarded by 


Catalogs, information, bid forms, etc., 


on request from 


WAR ASSETS ADMINISTRATION '7.0% wesjesweres 2 


Formans, who operate as United | 


GEORGE A. FULLER COMPANY 
(Under Contract With WAA for Surplus Disposal) 


1710 So. Redwood Rd., Salt Lake City, Utah. Phone 7-5411  jocai houses, including the Grand, | 


for quite a coup— if the story proves 


American historical 
1800-1805, | 


| PICKER EXITS M-G PROD. 
JOB; NO EXPLANATION 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
| Leonard S. Picker, 
| from Columbia to Metro four months 
| ago, has resigned his producer post 
| and checked off the Culver City lot 
| without explanation. 


Shortly before Picker joined Met- 


ro, Louis B. Mayer was reported 
telling his producers that ‘The 
Bandit of Sherwood Forest,” a Pick- 


at Columbia, was an 
example of a fine picture made for 
ess than $1,000,000. 


oduction 


‘ nr 
i vt 








‘Changes at Metro 
Continued from page 3 
New York, 
long as God grants me the privilege, 








a itinetitemaenell 
Schenck is in and as 

I will be 
| Metro 


in my present position at 


Recently we reorganized 
certain functions at the studio and 
Sam Katz took over certain addi- 
tional dutie But I haven't any 
intention of leaving the studio nov 
or in the foreseeable future. I 
| wonder who starts these rumors and 
| for what purpose.” 


Schenck, echoing Mayer in de- 


claring that “there’s not the slight- | 
truth in the report,” asked to | 


est 
| be quoted as laughing at the idea. 
Relations between Mayer and the 
|h. o. have “never been better,” 
| added 


Lichtman, presently in N. Y. on a 
combined vacation-business trip, 
also scoffed at the reports. “Some- 


body apparently took a shot with 
a needle,” he said. “The whole 
thing is so much applesauce. I know 
|'nothing about it and don’t believe 
| it 














Metro’s 3 

















—— Continued from page 11 Saaee 


burgh, Philadelphia and Atlanta. 
| Results have proved, according to 
| Metro officials, that the process is 
a long one, since the exhibs are 


| given 10 days in which to file their 
| bids and it then takes another couple 


|of days for the branch manager to | 


send them into the b.o. and for h.o. 
execs to make their decisions. Re- 
alizing this time lag would slow 
down release on its new product, 
Metro has decided to forego auction 
bidding on the latter, believing it 
can get together enough info on the 
way the system works from the 
films on which it’s already been 
tried. If the system becomes law, 
however, then naturally all pix will 
be sold in that way. 

Release of “Rage in Heaven,” old 
Bergman - Montgomery starrer, in- 
augurates Metro’s new system of 
selling reprints, under which the 
oldies will be treated as new, first 
run product and sold in the same 
way. Pix are to be accorded special 
treatment, including new prints, ac- 





sold at top or near-top rental. 
“Heaven” has been tested in several 
Loew's key first run houses in dif- 
ferent parts of the country and in 
some cases have been among the 
as 125% of the houses’ normal busi- 
ness. 


under the new division are “Cap- 
tains Courageous,” “Great Waltz” 
and “Boom Town.” Exhibs have also 
been requesting “Gone With the 
Wind” again, according to Metro of- 
ficials. and this also may be re-re- 
| leased before Jan. 1. 


Zoellner, meanwhile, is slated to 
|leave for Los Angeles in two weeks 
jon the third and last lap of his 
| nationwide tour of Metro exchanges 
|to line up salesmen for his division. 
He'll head first for L.A. and then 





| spend two days each in San Francis- | 


co, Portland, Seattle, Salt Lake City 


cessories, trailers, etc., and will be | 


who shifted | 


he | 
| Harlan Hatcher, Dean of Ohio State’s | many years, playing havoc already 


Name Writers to Script Govt.’s 
Documentaries, Anderson First 


Swinging into a campaign to pact 
top writers for its pix aimed to sell 


U. S. policies abroad, the State 
Dept.’s Office of International Infor- 
mation & Cultural Affairs last week 
igned Maxwell Anderson to script a 
two to-three reeler, “Venture Into 
Freedon documentary which tells 
the story of the granting of inde- 
pendence to the Philippines. An- 
lerson, who will receive a substan- 
tial piece of change for his scripting 
is the first of a number of name wrl- 
ters which the OIC will enlist to 
prep some of the 60 to 70 documen- 
taries planned for the coming year. 
Eric Johnston, Motion Picture | 
Assn. prexy, who will leave for Eu- | 
rope on a film industry trel next 
week, also figures in OIC plans. MPA 


topper will do some pinch-hitting for 
the OIC’s Film Division by way of a 


ey of the general Europea: 
scene. Johnston, on OIC request, has 
agreed to report back on what sub- 
ject matters are currently consid- 


|ered most vital by the continentals. 


MPA chief's advice on the kind of 
pictures which the OIC should pro- 
duce and aim for European 
|sumption will be heeded by 
| governmental unit, it was said. 
Pacting also last week of Prof. 
| College of Arts & Sciences, for a 
| writing job keys the strategy of the 
OIC. Hatcher will script “Border 
Without Bayonets” which points up 
the 3,000 mile U. S.-Canadian bor- 


con- | 
that | 
| ache, the effects of a drought. 


der as being without a single forti- 
fication along its entire length. 


Lesson intended for Europeans is 
that two nations can exist peaceably 
for many years without any sort of 
fortifications Venture into Free- 
lom” sells the idea that the U. S. is 
not imperialistic since it has volun- 
tarily granted independence to the 
Filipinos. Pitch of other pix will be 
long similar lines, OIC officials say 

OIC pix are currer pre ed 
vith commentator accompaniment iA 
28 languages. Estimated audience of 


to 5,000,000 monthly 


from 4,500,000 

view at least one of the unit's films 
throughout the world, an official 
said. OIC, in addition, is establish- 


ing film libraries in many countries 
which lend out both pix and projec- 
tors to schools and organizations 


TEXAS EXHIBS, AFTER 
POLIO. FACE DROUGHT 


Lubbock, Tex., Sept. 24 

Besides the polio epidemic cutting 
boxoffice receipts, exhibitors in the 
western part of Texas and in the 
Panhandle are facing another head- 

This is reported as the worst in 
with livestock and crops. In several 
sections the tomato crop and peanut 
crop are a total loss. 

According to reports, if a rain falls 
this month it will help some. 




















theatres’ top grosses, doing as much | 


Also slated for release this year | 


and Omaha and three days in Den- | 
|ver. Complete announcement of his | 


ifuture plans 


to the h.o. about Oct. 30. 


New Drive-In Planned 


Salem, Ore. 


freturn 





Plans for 


is expected upon his | 


a new Drive-In to. 


_be constructed here soon are be- | 
ing drafted by Albert and William 


Forman who have acquired a 20- 


| Theatres, also control three other 





§B-1) State and Liberty. 


_ NATIONALLY 








A Good PICTURE IS 
YOUR See¢ AGENT! 


| * 
WHEN IN HOLLYWOOD 


A PHOTOGRAPH BY 


REED 


IS RECOGNIZED AS 
HOLLYWOOD'S 


6633 SUNSET BLVD. 


HOLLYWOOD, 





RECOGNIZED 


GIO ABB LR 


TELEPHONE 
HILLSIDE 0880 
CALIFORNIA 
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| 
It’s the “hot-licks” of point-of-contact | 
advertising ...that add “tempo” to | 
your campaigns...and The PRIZE 
BABY is in there... beating the “skins” 
... with a patron-winning barrage of | 
: eye-and-ear-arresting TRAILERS and 
ACCESSORIES ...that are tuned to | 
a —i<iD _ PROFITS! 
‘ . He's a “hep” lad...this PRIZE BABY 
| ...and when he beats the drum... | 
your patrons Stop, Look and Listen... | 
and get into the “groove”...The. 
“groove” that leads right to your ° | | 
2 BOX OFFICE! ! | 
f 
| 
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Bill of Rights Anniversary 
Today (25) Expects No 


Encore DeMille Blast: 


Annual observance of the U. S.| Conquest” (U) (2d wk). Good $12,- hu) aon “Adventurous Night” 
' 000. Last week big $19,000. : : 
Bill of Rights anniversary, occasion | Semaananns Fd 2200: 35-74)— |. _Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- Spartanburg, S. C. 
that prompted the much-heralded | “Death Valley” (SG) and “Adven- | ® 5)—“Courage of Lassie (M-G). | Carolinas District Manager War- 
jab by Cecil B. DeMille last year | turous Night” (U). Fair $9,500 Last | abe rig. vi ay, 912,008. Last week, |ren Irvin announced plans for ex- | 
. — , | week, “Human Bondage” (WB) and | Martha Ivers” (Par), $10,500 panding Wilby-Kincey chain houses 
against labor unions and the Ameri- “pacskey to Danger” (Rep), $9,000 = we —— in this area with a postwar building 
can Federation of Radio Artists, will Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74) -“Clau- ‘ °y ’ program first on list. Plans call for 
be celebrated on the steps of the dia and David” (20th) and “The Music Okay 12G Mont’! rebuilding Ritz, Columbia, doubling 
: oe ae mer ‘ Unknown” (Col) (m.o.). Fair $3,000 ’ present 750 seating capacity; new 
Sub- Treasury building in Wall) pact week, “Big Sleep” (WB) and Montreal, Sept. 24 house at Darlington, S. C.: new 
Street, N. Y., today (Wed.), with no | “Cuban Pete” (U) (m.o.), $4,000. ‘Make Mine Music” is the sole im- drive-in for Greenville, S. C.; en- 
: hie exnecte ee ae Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Cleo- | portant newcomer this week, but not |/argement of Carolina at Green- 
sucn trouble expecte d Celebration patra’ (UA). also Denver, Esquire as big as hoped for at the Palac« wood, S. C., and larger layout I 
is sponsored annually by the Wall! Modest $2,500. Last week, “Canyon Estimates for This Week Spartanburg 
Street Post of the American Legion | Passage” (U) and “Slightly Scan- Palace (CT) (2,700; 35-62 )—‘Make Site has been purchased for a new 
and the Bill of Rights Commemora- | dalous” (U), also Denver, Esquire, | Mine Music” (RKO). Good $12,000 theatre at Darlington where W-K 
tive Society, which includes several big $4,000. Last week, “Cluny Brown” (20th),|has one house, the Liberty 
top showbiz execs. ———$__________ ditto. ; Paul Horton, manager of State at 
I ‘ ; * Capitol (CT) (2,700; 35-62)—*Till Inman, S. C., is readying plans for 
DeMille was awarded a special Ivers Rousing $15,000 End of Time” (RKO). Nice $13,000 | 500-seater there 
“Americanism” medal by the two 0 —— session after strong $14.- ‘i ae — ed here by 
: fe xe vi bas il y officials, apparently will stay 
—_ last year sage ig Ragu ean Seattle: ‘Stranger’ 116, | Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—‘“Kid |that way. Sabbath film save 
of the occasion to air his gripes at From Brooklyn” (RKO) (2d wk).|lost city-wide referendum by small 
union bosses and AFRA over the ‘Passage’ Big 14G, od Okay $14,000 after big $18,000 open-|Mmargin. Veterans of Foreign Wars 
ABC web and N. Y. indie WINS ing week group subsequently called upon 
This year’s celebration, the 157th Seattle, Sept. 24 Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-63)—“Ma- |municipal dads and requested open- 
anni, will be broadcast nationally Annual country fair is back again,| donna 7 Moons” (U) and “Dark |ing of theatres Sundays anyway but 
over NBC and by WNYC, N. Y. but not hurting theatres too much | Horse at . Fairish $8,000 o7 neal were refused 
\icipally-owned station. Partici- Cooler weather is helping ‘Martha | Last week, ‘Night Casablé anca’ (UA) 7. . 
municly Ivers” and “The Stranger” look tops | and “Man Who Dared” (RKO), okay Carmichael Joins Rep 
pating in arrangements for the B. of | among new entries. $6,000 in third week. Los Angeles 
R. society are Gardiner Osborn, | Estimates for This Week Imperial (CT) (1,850; 25-45)— Ralph Carmichael. former film 
Barney Balaban, William Randolph Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— | “Crack-Up’ (RKO) and “Sunset | salesman for Metro, joined Republic 
Hearst, Jr. and other members of the | “Searching Wind” (Par) and “Dan-| Pass” (RKO). Good $5,000. Last|as branch manager in Los Angeles 
society's board. | gerous Business” (Col) (m.o.). Slow | week, “Inside Job” (U) and “Dressed | Appointment goes into effect Sept 
$4,000 in 6 days. Last week, “Easy | to Kill” (U), okay $4,500. | 30. 
Bill of Rights Defense Gold Medal | to Wed” (M-G) (m.o.) oke $5,300. agnenee 


for 


1946 will go this year to John 








Picture Grosses 











Continued from page 14 


DENVER 


W. Davis, former U. S. ambassador aa tee at). ee 
to England, for his part in initiating 15, Sree 4ast ween, earching 
the bill of rights section in the pe untae Busi- 
United Nations charter. Group of | Liberty (J&VH) (1.650: 45-80) — 
West Point cadets are slated to un-/|“Pjainsman” (Par) (reissue) and 
furl the flag of the city of Bastogne, | “Big Brown Eyes” (Par) (2d wk). 


presented to the 101st Airborne Di- 

















vision by the town’s mayor, and| Musie Box (H-E) (850; 45-80) — 
Maj. Gen. James Van Fleet will | ‘Centennial Summer (20th). Move- 
speak on the GI Bill. Messmore 26 44 ~—_ mm ager megeee ae 
Kendall, prexy of the B. of R. So-| 90,000. Last week. Anna’ 
prex} . (4th wk), okay $5,100. 
ciety and also owner of the Capitol Music Hall (H-E) (2.200: 45-80)— 
theatre, N. Y., will deliver the an-/| “Stranger” (RKO) and “Sunset 
nual address. Lisa Kirk, current at | Pass” (RKO). Big $11,000. Last week, 
Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y., will sing sev- | “Badman’s _ Territory” (RKO) and 
eral patriotic songs, backed up by okey an 100.” Time” (RKO) (2d), 
a Fort Jay military band irom | "Gecheam (H-E) (2.600: 45-80)— | 
vovernor’s Island. “Canyon Passage” (U) and “Cuban 
Pete” (U) (2d wk). Great $14,000 | 
after smash $18,800 last stanza. 
Ni T | Pp. Palomar (Sterling) (1,650; 45-80) | 
| ore e e- IX —“Suspense” (Mono) and “High 
; School Hero” (Rep). Okay $6,000. 
Continued from page 3 Sd Last week, “G.I. War Brides” 
far as is known, Columbia's use of a t+ noe 94'500. Sunbonnet Sue 
trailer on the fight telecast last Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
e sdav : “Night in Casablanca” (UA) and 
Wednesday (18) night is the first|wneodiine Murder” (20th). | Good 
instance of any film company bank- | $12,500. Last week, “Centennial 
rolling a tele commercial. One-and- | Summer” (20th) (2d wk), $9,400. 


a-half minute spot was aired during 
the prelims to the main event. Price 
Columbia paid for the commercial 
was noi disclosed. 

Idea was the brainchild of Ben 
Serkowich, the company’s ad-pub- 
licity director. With the Petrillo 
ban on the use of music from a film 
sound-track for video, 
was forced to use recordings of Al 
Jolson’s voice and synchronize it 


; 
with the film. Since the original | 
trailer was in Technicolor, Colum- | 
bia was also forced to mae a black- | 


and-white print for video purposes. 
All this, according to Serkowich, 
meant that the trailer cost more 
than would a spot announcement on 
radio of equal duration. 
the small number of tele sets on the 
market, 
plans for further tele advertising. 
Telecast of the “Razor's Edge” 
preem was instituted by 
execs, rather than 
also thought to augur well for 
future cooperation between the two 
media. NBC will handle the event | 
4s a regular news feature, meaning 


Serkowich | 


Because of | 


Columbia has no immediate | 


20th-Fox | 
NBC, which is | 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
“2 Guys Milwaukee” (WB) (4th wk). 
Solid $4,500. Last week, fine $5,000. 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 
25-50) — “2 Sisters From Boston” 
(M-G) and “Hoodlum Saint’ (M-G) | 


(3rd run). Okay $4,500. Last week, 
third run of “Do You Love Me” 
(20th) and “Night in Paradise” (U), 
$4,600. 


WASH. SLOPPY ALBEIT 








Washington, Sept. 24 

| Biz in the big houses here con- 
tinues to be spotty this week. Latest 
| heat wave plus lesser product may 
iaccount for this. “Claudia and 
David.” at the Palace, is out front 
for the newcomers. 

Estimates for This Week 





| 


| Old Sacramento” 


$9,500. Last week, “Canyon Passage” 
(U) (n.o.) and “Night Editor” (Col), 
$10,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 
—“Night in Paradise” (U) and “In 
(Rep). Okay $11,- 


| 000. Last week “Wife Monte Cristo” 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) | 


Great $12,500. Last week, big $16,300. | 


(PRC) 

















| Pitt. Strike 


|  ———} Continued from page 3 


|plant but stage lighting has 
| reduced to 50% of normal. 








been | 


| air, broadcasting temporarily 


i their own power from studios lo- 


located, 


(cated in the center of the town, 
| Shortly, however, they will be 
forced, through cessation of elevator 
service in buildings where they are 
to move to transmitters in 
outlying areas. Newspapers, faced 
| with insufficient power to run their 


| presses, are cutting out all adver- 
| tising except for theatres remaining 
|} open. 


Even though the key houses in the 
| downtown area are remaining open, 


| grosses are expected to fall way off 


| with 
| standstill. 





| 


Capitol (Loew) (3.434; 44-80)— 
|“Somewhere in Night” (20th) with 
vaude. Okay $25,000. Last week. 
“Courage of Lassie’ (M-G), sturdy 
| $32,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263: 44-70)— 

“Smoky” (2nd run). Satisfactory | 
| $8,000 for third week downtown. 
Last week. “Caesar and Cleopatra” 


| (UA) (2d run), stout $10,000. 


that 20th will not pay of the freight.| Earle (WB) (2,154; 44-85)—"Rene- 

NBC’s cameras will be stationed | 8ades” (Col). Satisfactory $18,000. 
in the lobby of the Roxy for the | Last week, — 
event bringing to viewers all the Keith’s ' (RKO) (1.838: 44-80 )— 
highlights of the ceremonies. Ty-|“Kid From Brooklyn” (RKO) (4th 
rone Power, Gene Tierney, John! wk). Fine $18,000 for last 9 days of 


Payne, Anne Baxter, Clifton Webb 


| 3-week run. Last week, 























and Herbert Marshall, all in the | Metropolitan (WB) (1.513: 44-70) 
cast, will make their tele debuts —“Crack-Up” { RKO ) Mild $8,500 
through the preem for first-run pic. Last week. “Big 
S | Sleep” (WB) ‘(m.o.), fine $10,000. 
nn — Palace (Loew) (2,370: 44-70)— 
“Claudia and David” (20th). Good 
DESIRE SWAP $20,000. Last week. “Beaucaire” 
. (Par) (3d wk), nice 914,000. 
mall house Beverly Hills, Calif., fur- oansnnsastenennecranninnrentsemesassstanania 
nished, for furnished apartment New 
metry Tre pane ‘Lassie’ Nice 12G, Omaha 
Write Box 470, Variety Omaha, Sept. 24 
154 West 46th St., New York 19 Trade is uneven currently, but 
|“Courage of Lassie” at Paramount 
looks solid. “Night in Paradise” at 














— 
OUTDOOR 
REFRESHMENT 
CONCESSIONAIRES 


Now Specializing 
in Refreshment 


MUM aCerny Concessions for 


|} the Orpheum is okay ‘Notorious” in 


its second week at the Brandeis looks 
|in for fine session. “Martha Ivers” is 
| mild at the Omaha. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500: 16-65)— 
“Notorious” (RKO) (2d wk). Very 


big $9,000. Lasi weck, terrific $13,000. 
Omaha iTristates) (2.000; 16-65)— 
“Martha Ivers’ (Par) (m.o.). 





i*Freddie Steps Out’ (Mono). 


‘CLAUDIA’ TALL 206° 


| of industry repre 


‘town, is proving a b.o, bonanza, and | 


hot $15,000. | 


| $6,000 for a week's run. 


$28.300 


transportation facilities at a 
By local proclamation, 
theatres were designated as a vital 
public service and will continue to 
remain open as long as possible des- 
pite deficit operation. 

Walkout of the utility workers 
was staged after repeated threats 
and in violation of a court injunction 
issued two weeks ago which de- 


clared that the stoppage would be | 


a menace to the public welfare. 


‘HAL WALLIS TO REP 





PIX AT NOBEL FETE 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 


Hal Wailis will represent the film 
indusiry as speaker at the 50th anni- 
versary of the death of Alfred Nobel, 
it was announced here by Jacques F. 
Ferrand, secretary of American 
Nobel Anniversary Committee. 

Event will be held at the Hotel | 
Astor. N. Y., with large delegation 
sentatives expected 
to attend. 


‘A’ Oldies Very OK in St. L 


St. Louis, Sept. 24. 

Policy of reviving ojdie films 
A standard by Fanchon & Marco in 
its 4,000-seater St. Louis, in mid- | 





to be continued for an 
period. Several weeks 
was inaugurated with 
“Rain” and “Meet 


is likely 
indefinite 
ago the policy 
the showing of 
John Doe.” 
The house which opens at 6:00 
p.m. grabbed a lusty $8,000 for this 
duale! whereas moveovers 
other films show averaged around 
The follow- 


ing week “God’s Country” and “Man 
From Rainbow Valley” shared a 
solid $8,000 “Beau Geste” and 


“Shepherd of the Hills” socked away 
for a two-week stand and 
currently “The Plainsman” and 
“Jungle Princess,” off to a strong 
start. will add $12,000 to the theatre 


GABEL PILOTS ‘FLYER’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 24 
Martin Gabel. formerly in legit, 
will direct the Walter Wanger film 
production, “The Washington Flyer,” 
|for Universal-International release. 
Picture, based on a_ story by 
George Worthing Gates, gets the 


and} 
Mild, 


gun in December, 
ward starring. 


with Susan Hay- 


Radio stations are staying on the | 
under | 


and | 


Joe Meyer's Op 
Omaha, Sept. 24 
Joe Meyer, film ad tycoon 
to the entire Omaha territory, 
| hospital for a checkup, found to re- 
| quire surgery for 
| Sallbladder. 





C. J. Latta Feted 
Albany, Sept. 23. 


Harry H. Thomas, PRC president. 


Club dinner 


former chief barker and N. Y. 


known 
in the 


a non-functioning 


headed the speakers at the Variety 
in the De Witt Clinton | 


State ° 


Wilby-Kincey Plans Expansion In. 
South Carolina; Other Xchange News 


|zone maneger for Warners, with a 
| scroll signed by 100 members. 


The regular weekly dinner sessions 


of the Variety Club have been re- 
sumed, one business meeting being 
scheduled monthly at the club q - 
ters over the Warner Theatre offices, 
Harris With Filmack 

Milton S. Harris, veteran theatre 
managel1 and publicity direct 
named N. Y. rep of the Fil: 
Corp., screen trailer firm, in line 
company’s expansion policy HH s 
recently managed the Miami Di - 


In theatre and a previously assovi- 
ated with Loew Theatres in Cleve- 
land as director of publicity for six 
years. 


Kans.-Mo. Exhibs to Meet 
Kansas City 
of Kans 
set for Oct. 
hotel here, 


Annual convention 
Missouri Theatre Assn 
1-2 at the Muehlebach 
Tom Edwards, Eldon, Mo., associa- 
tion prexy, said about 200 are 
pected to attend. Governor Andr 
Schoeppel, of Kansas, has been in- 
vited to speak. Another feature will 
be talks by Si Fabian, prexy. and 
Robert Coyn, secretary of the Ameri- 
can Theatre Assn, They will ask ex- 
hibs of this area to join the national 
association, 

Harold Harris, general manager of 
H. J. Griffith theatres, resigned to 
take another job. Change brings in 
| Frank Plumlee to handle buying and 
booking and Arlie Crites as superin- 
tendent of theatres. Griffith circuit 
| includes houses in Nebraska, Kansas, 
Missouri, Oklahoma and Texas. 


UA Gets Milwaukee House 
Chicago 
Corp. bought a 


ase 





United Artists 


hotel honoring C. J. Latta on his/| third interest in the Miller Theatre, 
election as second assistant chief | Milwaukee, with Alec Pappas and 
barker of the Variety Clubs of Amer-| Andy Spheerios, exhibs who hold 
ica. Thomas, who has known Latta | lease on the property. It’s being re- 
for years, made a special trip to Al-| modeled and_ will reopen about 
bany for the dinner. Lloyd Lund, | Oct. 15 as the Town Theatre, new 
PRC sales v.p., was another speaker. | first-run outlet for UA there. Need 
On behalf of Tent 9, Chief Barker} for placing product in key mid- 
Charles A. Smakwitz presented Latta, | western spots where it'll be played 


off promptly is behind UA's 


move, 
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New York Theatres | 













GRANT SMITH 
- (Tip... 


folate 








IN TECHNICOLOR’! 


MONTY WOOLLEY - GINNY SIMMS 
JANE WYMAN . eve anon - carcos Raminez 
onaco wooos ang MARY MARTIN 


Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ + Produced by 
ARTHUR SCHWARTZ + Dances created and staged by 





LeROY PRINZ 
WARNERS’ 


conoitioneco HOLLYWOOD 


6B gar hee ’ 











| OPENS 10:30 AM + CONTINUOUS + LATE FILM 11:30? mM. 


PAUL WHITEMAN 
AND ORCHESTRA 


Special! 
RODD’ MeDOWALL 
Extra! 
MARTHA TILTON 


1CAPITOLE 
‘PALAC 


Pat O'BRIEN ®@ 
Herbert MARSHALL 


“CRACK-UP” 


AN RKO RADIO PICTURE 


oa | 








B'WAY & 
47th St. 


Claire TREVOR 












ay ON SCREEN | IN PERSON 
See guaemaeds| TOMMY 
witt TAM | R IGG s) 

'E to wep" | DANNY 
os) in Technicolor | O’NEIL 








O'CONNOR ON CAMPUS 


Hollywood, Sept. 24 J. ARTHUR RANK Presents 
Donald O'Connor goes collegiate “ ” 
for Universal-International in “Good Caesar and Cleopatra 
Old Eli,’ his first picture since his 
return from the Army. Cool ASTOR 
Technicolor musical will be co- 
produced by Fred Finklehoffe and haces Mra — oe 
Chesier Erskine. i opular Prices—Contiaueus 








HUMPHREY BOGART 
LAUREN BACALL 


in Warner Bros, 
“THE BIG SLEEP" 
iN PERSON 
BOB CROSBY 


and His Orchestra 
Extra Added Attraction 


THE TOWN CRIERS 


Air-Conditioned 


STRAND, B'way at 47th St. 








= 











Paramount's 


“TWO YEARS 
BEFORE THE MAST" 


Starring 
{LAN LADD e@ BRIAN DONLEVY 
WILLIAM BENDIX 
BARRY FITZGERALD 


RIVOLI, Broadway at 49th Street 





























20th Century-Fox Presents 
“THREE LITTLE GIRLS 
IN BLUE" 
IN TECHNICOLOR 


Plus on Stage—BEATRICE KAY 











Mary Raye & Naldi - Extra! Maurice Rocco 
——ROXY *.3'5," 
DOth St. 


BOB HOPE 


aL Joan, 







& PATAMOUNM! PICTURE wie 


PATRIC KNOWLES 





RADIO CITY 


MUSIC HALL 
“NOTORIOUS” 


Starring 
Cary Grant and Ingrid Bergman 
Spectacular Stage Productions 

















STORY OF A CLUB *® Every evening millions of Americans 
occupy reserved tables at the Chesterfield Supper Club. There 


‘are no charges of any kind, no tipping, and the only things 


sold are Chesterfield Cigarettes. The regular celebrities in- 
clude singing stars Perry Como and Jo Stafford, the Satisfiers 
with Helen Carroll, Lloyd Shaffer's Orchestra and Martin 
Block of the smoke-dreamy voice and Lord Chesterfield 


mike-manners. 


In addition, each night brings guest stars—famed personalities 


from the Radio City Air-Rialto, comedians and entertainers 


Wednesday, September 25, 1946 


from Broadway bistros and theaters, and babes who found their 
way in the Hollywoods. After all this had been on NBC 
for only two months—in February 1945—the Chesterfield 
Supper Club was voted favorite fifteen-minute program by the 
nation’s radio editors and columnists in the 1945 Billboard 


Poll. This distinction was repeated in the 1946 Billboard Poll. 


The winner of many honors and awards himself, and the 
seventh son of a seventh son, there has been nothing mystical 
about handsome Perry Como’s sensational rise to fame. He 


was a barber in small town Canonsburg, Pennsylvania, when 


AMERICA’S: NO. 1- NETWORK 





he w 


with 
engag 
recor 
in th 
held 


to Cy 
Fem 
Staff 


amat 








Wednesday, September 25, 1946 


he Was discovered by Ted Weems, and given a singing spot 
with the Weems orchestra. Night clubs, the movies, a singing 
engagement on the Fibber McGee and Molly show, best-selling 
records for RCA-Victor—all these came quickly, culminating 
in the role of singing master of ceremonies of the Chester- 
held Supper Club. Como fan clubs flourish from Cape Cod 


to Cucamonga. 
Feminine star of the Chesterfield Supper Club is lovely Jo 


Staflord, who made her radio debut at the age of 11 on an 


amateur show in California. Later Jo was a member of the Pied 


VARIETY 





Pipers, vocal group. She made her solo bow on the Chester- 
field Supper Club, and proceeded to win award after award 


and blossom into a leading night club and recording star. 


How to operate a night club? Decorate with sparklers like 
Perry Como and Jo Stafford, invite the greatest audience in 
the world—the NBC audience—route it on the superlative 
NBC facilities, and bill it in the company of other great shows 
heard on NBC. The result: five nights each week millions of 


American homes take on the distinctive audible décor of the 


Chesterfield Supper Club. 


... the National Broadcasting Company 








Sry 
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Press Wireless Loses Domestic DX 


Move in 5-1 Nix, Durr Dissenting 


Washington, Sept. 24. * 


The FCC by a five-to-one vote 
has turned down the bid of Press | 
Wireless, Inc., to provide a new type | 
f sho e program delivery serv- 

» stations and regional nets 
yughout the country. Commuis- 
sid Clifford J. Durr is reported 
to have ‘ld out in favor of Press 
Wirele ) the grounds that iit 
vuld provide valuable on-the-spot 
news and program material to fai 
dista stations which may be with- 
Oo +t affiliations or are unable to 
pa eavvy A. T. & T. wire line 
charg for an occasional program 
} 

> Wireless had sought com- 
r 1uthorization to DX news 
reports from the United Nations 

Lake Success and othe! 
i 0 new centers at prices 

the wire line charges 
The a’, proposal would have 
bro t a group of indies distant 
prog iterial for rates as low as 
$40 to $60 for a 10-minute slot. 

4 60-day test period of the PW 
shortwave service this summer came 
up with 88° of the stations on the | 
receiving end reporting the DX ma- | 
terial of satisfactory quality for re- | 
broadcast According to advance | 
blurbs, PW hoped to hit the big- | 
time with the new service when | 
hundreds of new AM and FM out- 
jets reach the air, most of them | 
without major web contracts, and | 
started casting about for topflight | 
program material. 

FCC is reported to have nixed 


the idea due to engineering doubts | 
as to quality of the shortwaved ma- | 
terial and ability of average station 
receivers to pick up the signals 
cleariy. 

Present congestion in the short- 
wave spectrum and_high policy | 
question as to whether or not any of | 
the valuable DX channels should be | 
used domestically were also weighed 
by FCC. The commission is rumored | 
to have been dead set against let- 
ting Press Wireless have a monopoly 
in shortwaving programs in any 
event, and opening the field to all | 
comers would call for more use of | 
the shortwave spectrum than the 
Government apparently could spare. 


NBC Hopes For 





Longhair Braid 


Desl for sponsorship of the NBC 





Symphony Orchestra 60-minute Sun- | 


day afternoon program is hot at the 
moment. There are actually nine 
bidders around the corner, most of 


them emanating from Detroit’s auto | 


indusiry center. One of the top in- 
surance companies is also in on bank- 
roll sweepstakes. 

Svmph was last sponsored by Gen- 


eral Motors. which dropped out about | 


six weeks ago 
among the 
der 


GM, however, ‘is not 
new crop of Detroit bid- 


NBC is holding out for sponsorship 


of the 
basi.. 


program on a solid 52-week 
which would tap the bank- 


roliev for approximately $1,200,000 in 


costs ($500,000 for talent, and $700,000 
for 1ctwork time). 
Snag in current negotiations is that 


sor sponsors only want it on a 26- 
wee.: Lasis. One would grab it up in- | 
stanily if NBC would agree to a 16- 
weer deal embracing all the concerts 
bein: maestroed by Arturo Tosca- 
nin! 


Likelihocd is that NBC will yield 
on the 52-week demand and make 
som: compromise 


ANACIN HEADACHE ON 


‘ELLERY QUEEN’ SHOW 


American Home Products’ (Ana- 
cin) “Ellery Queen” show on CBS. 


whose late-season hiatus which 


started Aug. 28 occasioned some sur- | 


prise, returns to the air on Oct. 9. 
The unexpected late summer sign- 
off has been linked to AHP'’s cutting | 
corners. on its programming budget, 
and apparently the same conditions 
will prevail when “Ellery” resumes. 

Show will be practically entirely 
recast. with Sidney Smith, Ted De- 
Corsia and Santos Ortaga—three of 
radio’s “demand” actors—all check- | 
ing off. Report is they were asked | 
to take a 50% cut in fee and refused. | 

American Home Products has also} 
cancelled out on its sponsorship -of | 
“Real Life Stories” on Mutual, { 


Premieres 


(Sept. 25-Oct. 5) 
Sept. 26 

Eddie Cantor Show, with 
Margaret Whiting, variety; 
10:30-11 p.m.. Thursdays; WEAF- 
NBC: Pabst: Warwick & Legler. 

Sept. 29 

Jack Benny Show, with Phil 
Harris. Rochester, Dennis Day, 
situation comedy 7-7:30 p.m., 
Sundays: WEAF-NBC; Ameri- 
can Tobacco Co.; Foote, Cone 
& Belding 

“New Electric Heur,” with 
Phil Spitalny Orch, music; 4:30- 
5 pm. Sundays; WEAF-NBC; 
Elect: Light and Power Co’s.; 
N. W. Ave 

“Forever Tops,” with Paul 
Whiteman Orch; 8-9 p.m., Sun- 
day WJZ-ABC (Sustaining). 


Fitch Show, with Phil Harris, 
Alice Faye; 7:30-8 p.m. Sundays; 
WEAF-NBC: F. W. Fitch Co.; 
L. W. Ramsey 

“Are These Our Children?” 
drama: 4-4:30 p.m., Sundays; 
WJIZ—ABC (Sustaining). 

Eddie Bracken Show, situation 
with Ann Rutherford, 
William Demarest; 9:30-10 p.m., 
Sundavs: WABC-CBS; Texaco 
Co.: Buchanan 

Bob Burns, situation comedy 
with Shirley Ross; 6:30-7 p.m., 
Sundays: Anacin; Dancer-Fitz- 
gerald-Sample. 


comedy 


Sept. 36 
Joan Davis Show, variety; 
8:30-8:55 p.m., Mondays; WABC- 
CBS: Lever Bros.; Young and 


Rubicam. 

School of the Air, 5-5:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday; WABC- 
CBS. (Sustaining). 

Glamour Manor, variety, with 


Kenny Baker: 2-12:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday; WJZ- 
ABC: Procter & Gamble; Ben- 


ton & Bowles, Compton. 

Grand Slam, aud-participa- 
tion: 11:30-11:45 p.m., Monday 
through Friday; WABC-CBS; 
Continental Baking Co.; Ted 
Bates 

Hollywood Jackpot, aud-par- 
ticipation, with Kenny Delmar; 
4:30-5 p.m., Monday-Wednesday- 


Friday; WABC-CBS; Whitehall 
Products: Dancer - Fitzgerald - 
Sample. 


Buck Rogers, drama; 4:45-5 
p.m.. Monday through Friday; 
WOR-Mutual; General Foods; 
Benton & Bowles. 

Oct. 1 

Fibber McGee and Molly, sit- 
uation comedy; 9:30-10 p.m., 
Tuesdays; WEAF-NBC; Johnson 
wax: Needham, Louis, Brorby. 

Amos 'n’ Andy, situation com- 
edv: 9-9:30 p.m., Tuesdays; 
WEAF-NBC: Lever Bros.; Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan. 


Oct. 2 
“Up to Youth,” forum; 8:30-9 
p.m., Wednesdays; WOR-Mu- 
tual: Triangle Publications; Al 


Paul Lefton. 

Jack Carson Show, situation 
comedy, with Arthur Treacher; 
8-8:30 p.m., Wednesdays; WABC- 
CBS: Campbell Soup; Ward, 
Wheelock. 

Pot o' Gold, aud-participation 
with Peter Donald; 9:30-10 p.m., 
Wednesdays: Lewis - Howe Co; 
Roche. Williams, Cleary. 

Oct. 3 

Duffv’s Tavern, situation com- 
edv, with Ed Gardner; 9-9:30 
p.m. Wednesdays; WEAF-NBC; 
Bristol-Myers; Young & Rubi- 
cain. 

Dennis Day Show, situation 
comedy; 7:30-8 p.m. WEAF- 
NBC: Colgate. Ted Bates. 

Abbott and Costello, variety, 
with Marilyn Maxwell, Skinnay 
Ennis Orch: 10-10:30 p.m, 
Thursdays: WEAF-NBC;: R. J. 
Reynolds; William Esty. 

Oct. 4 

Sparkle Time, with Meredith 
Willson Orch; 7:30-8 p.m., Fri- 
days: WABC-CBS; Canada Dry; 
Erwin Wasey. 


Oct. 5 
Roy Rogers Show, variety, with 
Gabby Hayes, Dale Evans: 9- 
9:30 p.m. Saturdays; WEAF- 
NBC: Miles Laboratories: Wade 
Ager 73 
Frank Merriwell, drama; 10- 
10:30 p.m., Saturdays; WEAF- 
NBC. (Sustaining). 


“This Is Hollywood,” with 
Ray Milland, Ann Todd, Hedda 
Hopper: 10:15-10:45 p.m., Sat- 
urduys: WABC-CBS; Procter & 
Gamble; Compton, 





DIRECTOR OF KLZ PROGRAMS 


CHARLES ROBERTS 


Coming up thee gh the 
announcer and actor, radio veteran 
Charles Roberts. close student of 
new radio techniques, directs more 
than 75 live KULZ programs per 
week 


KLZ, DENVER. 


Mich, Case Won 
In Supreme Court 


Lost Again at FCC 


Washington, Sept. 24. 

Radio Corp. of Muske- 
which bested FCC in a 
Supreme Court fight, found 
it had won an empty victory. Last 
week (20), the commission for a 
second time proposed to deny Ash- 
backer use of the 1230kc wave- 
length, and reaffirmed an _ earlier 
grant of the channel to competitor 
John Fetzer, licensee of WJEF, 
Grand Rapids 
FCC ruled first in favor of Fetzer, 
in June, 1944, and disposed of Ash- 
backer’s bid for the same channel 
by setting it down for a later hear- 
ing. Ashbacker promptly appealed 
the procedure here to the high court, 
which ruled last December that FCC 
must hold a simultaneous hearing on 
all mutually exclusive applications 
before granting or denying any of 
them. 

The Supreme Court ukase resulted 
in FCC’s setting aside its grant to 
Fetzer, who was already operating 
WJEF at Grand Rapids on 1230kc, 
and holding a comparative hearing 
on both bids. 

FCC, however, having toed the 
line procedurally, has come up with 
the same verdict in Fetzer’s favor 
—and this time, is is unlikely the 
decision will be reversed. 

The commission's latest ruling de- 
clared that giving the slot to Ash- 
backer would not provide an addi- 
tional radio transmitter in Muske- 
gon, since the company merely 
wants to swap channel of its pres- 
ent station, WKZO. A grant to Fet- 
zer, On the other hand, the Commis- 
sion said, would add another outlet 
to Grand Rapids, bring additional 
service to over 200,000 listeners, and 
give the city its first CBS nighttime 
network tiein. 





Ashbacker 
gon, Mich., 
recent 


CBS Gets Down to Grass 
Roots in New ‘Actuality 
Report’ Type Program 


CBS is planning to launch an am- 
bitious new type of public service 
program in 1947, best described as 
an “actuality report to the nation.” 
Program aims at a weekly report on 
segments of public opinion on 
most crucial economic 


the 
issues of the 


gathered by teams of reporters-in- 
terviewers moving around the coun- 
try for the purpose. 

CBS program reps Edward Mur- 
row, Lyman Bryson. William Fine- 
shriber and Robert Heller will meet 
in Washington next Tuesday (1) 


Brotherhood, 
Commerce, 
can Business, and various farm 
groups to discuss the program. 

Series will run 39 weeks, of half- 
hour programs, probably on Satur- 
dav afternoons. 


Lawes Show for Mutual 


Lew is E 
Sing Sing, 


NAM, Chamber of 


Lawes, ex-warden of 


will return to the air next 


| month in a new show for Mutual, 
;sponsored by Trimount Clothes. 
Show, to run 15 minutes once-a- 


week, will likely be a dramatization 
of prison cases, although format 
hasn't definitely been set. Definite 
time is also being held up, pending 
word from various net stations, 





ranks as 





} sharp, which has just bought 


Status of “Chesterfield Supper 
possibility that it, 





Greybeard, Go West 


The 1946-47 broadcasting season will probably see a continued 
exodus of network shows from New York to the Coast, leavin 
a handful of major nighttime airers emanating from Manhattan 
N. Y.-to-L. A. migration, which over the past few seasons has left 
little doubt that, production-wise, radio is a much a Coast “baby” 
films, may include the “Hit Parade” before the season rounds out 
That “Parade” has stayed on in N. Y. over the years is attributed to 
the fact that the late George Washington Hill, the sponsor, wanted it 
that way. But with his death, a switch is reported under consideration 

The Phil Baker “Take It Or Leave It” show for Eversharp, another 
| N. Y. origination, goes to the Coast next month for an indefinite 
with possibility that it may headquarter there between tours 
the 
Schick product, also looks set for a Coast berth, with Morgan currently 
in the market for a Hollywood home : 
Club” 
too, may depart for the Coast. 


8 only 
. The 


as 


stay, 
Ey er- 


Henry Morgan show to plug its 


appears to be in doubt, with 














Bitter Fruit 
NBC's salute to KRGV, ite 
Weslaco, Tex., affiliate 
“Here's grapefruié juice in your 
eye,” following the Florida Cit- 
| rus Assn. sponsorship of the 
Fred Waring morning show. And 


the network kidding, 
either. 


It’s. all been straightened out 
now, and the Texas station is 
carrying the Waring commercial, 
but it put up a bitter struggle to 
the end. Why, reasoned the Wes- 
laco station, should a Texas sta- 
tion plug Florida grapefruit 
“when our own grapefruit is out 
of this world.” 


On the other hand, not a 
single NBC affiliate in California 
kicked up a fuss, despite state 
legislation which forbids ship- 
ment of grapefruit from other 
parts of the country into the 
state. 


was 


wasn't 





moment, with rank-and-file opinion | 


with reps of the CIO, AFL, Railway | 


New Council of Ameri- | 








| 


Set Pattern For 


(BS Showcasers 


| CBS has finally evolved its pat- 


itern of programming for its 5:30 to 
6 cross-the-board “Showcase Time,” 
which gets under way next Monday 
(30). Programs being developed by 


nighttime calibre, will be spotted 
during the half hour, with a flexible 
policy permitting for displacing 
shows as others round out. 

It was a tossup for a_ while 
whether CBS would use the 5:30 to 6 
or 11:30 to midnight segment for its 
program-development showcasing, 
but the net settled on the earlier 
period on the basis that twice the 
audience would be available. The 
11:30 segment will be given over to 
;serious and middlebrow music. 





| Up: Monday, “Oklahoma Roundup”; 
| Tuesday, Ceasar Petrillo’s musical 
show from Chicago, which, however, 


of Romance,” recently dropped by 


| Colgate, which will revert to its 
original format; Thursday, “Hawk 
|Larabee” (nee “Hawk Durango” 


Here’s the “Showcase Time” line- 


the web, and considered to be of | 


| stations which had been operating 


,have been given a clean 


G More Stations on FCC Hot Seat, 
Programming Faces Blue Book Test 


Washington, Sept. 24. 
FCC last Friday (20) tabbed for 
hearing the renewal licenses of a 
| half-dozen radio stations whose pro- 
| gramming allegedly fall short of 
goals set forth in the Blue Book, 
| but hastily assured the radio indus- 
| try it had by no means made up its 
|mind to yank the culprits’ licenses. 
Stations, thus put on the hot seat, 
are: KBIX, Muskogee, Okla.: KMAC 
}and KONO, San Antonio, Tex.; 
| WIBG, Philadelphia, and WTOL, To- 
ledo. These hearings are in addition 
to one already called on the renewal 
license of Hearst’s powerful Balti- 
|}more station, WBAL, where situa- 
|tion is further complicated by news- 
|men Drew Pearson and Bob Allen's 
| filing a competing bid for the Hearst 
outlet. 
Commission said it had skedded 
jall seven licenses for hearing be- 
|cause a_ statistical breakdown of 
their formats indicated they were 
|not giving “a well-rounded program 
'service.” However, FCC was quick 
to point out that this information 
is not considered conclusive and all 
seven will be given full opportunity 
| to introduce any other relevant in- 
formation to show that actually their 
| operation is up to Blue Book stand- 
ards and follows earlier promises 
‘made to the Commission. 
Over-commercialization and heavy 
padding of spots was rumored as 
source of FCC’s irritation in most 
cases. Both WBAL, Baltimore, and 
| WTOL, Toledo, were singled out in 
\the Blue Book for special criticism, 
| but the other five outlets have only 
|recently come to FCC's attention, 
|it was understood. , 
Indicative of its general pattern of 
|action, FCC revealed that 400 other 


! 


on temporary licenses at one time 
or another in the past two years 
bill of 


health. All 400 now have regular 


| three-year franchises. 


FCC’s statement was couched in 
less formidable terms than that of 
the Blue Book and generally was 
taken to mean that licenses would 
be jerked only if broadcasters pet- 
sisted in being bad actors. 

At the same time, FCC disclosed 


| that another 79 renewal applications 


| No action 
will be a filler; Wednesday, “Theatre | cases. 


when spotted on the web last sum- | 


mer); Friday, the J. C. Flippen_ghow, | 


“That's Life.” 
Late night musical shows will in- 


clude “Music You Know” on Sunday; | 


|Eileen Farrell on Monday, (Tuesday 
still open); “Invitation to Music,” 
Wednesday; Thursday, musical show 
tieing in Juilliard School. Friday and 
Saturday nights will be given to 
dance music. 


-Warnow to Sound Off On 


The Army recruiting show, 


were awaiting action in Washington. 
will be taken on these 
Commish added, until dis- 
puted cases involving the licensees 
are cleared up or FCC completes 
engineering and legal studies, apart 
from program operations. 


Luce’s Left Hand Cuts 
Radio, But Right Plays 
Footie With the Medium 


Henry Luce’s Time and Life !s it 





| the market for a new, radio show, 
via Young & Rubicam, which han- 
dies the Life-Time account. Outfit 


Mutual in Web Switch 


“Sound Off With Mark Warnow,” | 


which has been on CBS most of the. 


summer, is going to stay on the air, | 


| switching to Mutual on Oct. 10. 


| weeks by “Carrington Playhouse,” 
which is going off. N. W. Ayer 
}agency is handling the Army re- 


cruiting programming. 

Mutual will also have a new, 15- 
minute Saturday a. m. show. at 10 
a.m., beginning Oct. 5, with “Smilin’ 
Ed McConnell” being sponsored by 
Cole Milling Co. J. Walter Thomp- 
son is the agency. 





'some conflict between 


| j . tlv 
It will take over the 8-8:30 Thurs. | it but NBC apparent) 


| day night time held down for 33) 


has definitely decided against reviv- 
ing the “March of Time” show, but 
efforts thus far to acquire a new 
package have been unsuccessftil 

Time-Life has made overtures (9 
NBC for time, but the web is sold 
out. It's reported the publishing 
outfit was interested in picking UP 
a show from another web if NBC 
would open up time in which to spo! 
nixed the 
idea. 

All indicate 
circula- 
tion and editorial end of the Luce 
publications as to radio’s worth. Ed- 
itorially, Time has been on a rapping 
binge lately, taking the viewpoint 
that ratings have been dipping be- 
cause radio in general is losing ap- 
peal, ete. But the circulation mo- 
guls apparently still think the media 
has impact. 


of which seems to 
the 
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CHI PHILANT 


Ff hose Stardust Plugs 


Looks like the air stars are in for some double duty this season. 
They're selling not only entertainment, but their sponsors’ prod- 
uct as well. Not all the top-budgeted nighttime shows are back 
for the fall semester, but a sufficient number have checked in 
to indicate that a hapless trend is shaping up—with the sponsor 
more determined than ever to hitch his plug to a star. A Frank 
Sinatra personality flipping off an Old Gold testimonial, a Dinah 
Shore singing the praises of Ford Motors, a Don Ameche rhap- 
sodizing over the virtues of Drene Shampoo—in fact, you can 
pretty well go right down the line. It might be good salesman- 
ship, but is it good showmanship? | 





} 


Nobody’s being kidded. Without those commercial tag lines, | 
radio would wind up in a situation paralleling the eight to | 
10-page ad-less New York dailies when they were forced to go 
sustaining during the truck strike. But when a sponsor leaves | 
the impression that to him radio’s all business (and we don’t | 
mean show business) and the entertainment aspect is secondary, | 
that’s something else again. Obviously, there’s bound to be an | 
unmistakable payoff when Sinatra puts in a personal plug for | 
Old Golds, but it’s just as important to weigh the danger of | 
stripping the star of dignity and cheapening the show. 


It all started harmlessly enough when the “integrated” com- 
mercial got rolling a couple of seasons back. As a comedy insert, 
it often paid off in some socko byplay. It still does, when a 
Jack Benny kicks around an “LS/MFT.” But now, apparently, 
it’s “all kidding aside.” The sponsor wants his plug straight— 
and straight from the star’s mouth. 


And that ain’t good. 





NBC Holds Off on 500G Reactocaster 
As Schwerin Makes Formal Com] Bid 


Horace Schwerin, whose “pre-test- % 
ing-while-you-wait” Reactocaster is 
currently being tested on a _ twice- 
weekly basis on WEAF, NBC's tlag- 
ship station in New York, made a 
formal presentation to the network 
brass during a policy-shaping pow- 
wow at Shawnee, Pa., last week, in a 
bid to wrap up an exclusive com- 
mercial contract with the web. The 
test period via WEAF expires at the 





NBC’s ‘Get Tough’ Stance 
Kiboshes King Cole Show 


NBC has again applied its “get 
tough” policy on pregramming and 
nixed a 15-minute Saturday show 
spotting the King Cole Trio. The 
5:45-6 p.m. Saturday time was pur- 


end of the year, chased by  Wildroot, via the 
Thus far the web chieftains are] BBD&O agency, with a 145-station 
non-ccmmittal, but it’s known that] hookup. 


they were favorably impressed with 
Schwerin’s program testing opera- 
tion and what it’s revealed thus far, 
It's probable that Niles Trammell & 
Co. will hold off on a definite deci- 
sion until December. 

There's a lot of coin involved, with 
NBC, in the event that it signs up, 
underwriting the operation for a cool 
half-million. However, that could 
be on a sliding scale. For when agen- 
cies and radio bankrollers are signed 
up for Reactocaster participation, 
their tab would be written off the 
NBC outlay. 

Under the network's exclusive, the 
agency-client tesijng would, obvi- 
ously, be restricted to NBC program- 


NBC programming veepee Clar- 
ence Menser was of the opinion the 
King Cole show’ wasn't. strong 
enough for such a spot and lineup 
of stations and told Wildroot to dig 
up a stronger show. 

Wildroot’s still looking. 


Biow—Bloody 
But Unbowed 


These are trying days for the Biow 
agency, and the next month or two 








ling P ‘ 
, NBC grabbed itself a lot of space |? witness a drastic overhaul of 
I gre ed itse a lot ol sp ve ee . - ino 
‘ ; its network programming 
in the magazines and dailies after | ¥ or 


The Philip Morris account, in par- 
ticular, has been a sore spot in agen- 
cy production operation in recent 
months. The Rudy Vallee show for 
Philip Morris, which has made NBC 
very unhappy, is being aired on a 
week-to-week basis. “It Pays to Be 
Ignorant,” also a ciggie show, is 
scheduled for another dumping—it 
was tossed off last season in favor 
of the ill-fated Abe Burrows’ “Holi- 
days” show and subsequently re- 


Cincinnati Symphony To 
Debut WLW-WINS 2-Way stored—and it now looks like the 
“Philip Morris Playhouse” will come 


. 
Package Program Mill |. 3.-1 in November as replacement tor 
“Tgnorant.” 

The Eversharp-Schick program- 
ming has also been a fiasco to date. 
Schick’s Monday night CBS “Tonight 
on Broadway” show goes to the scrap 
heap. Schick for a while looked set 
to replace it with “The Fat Man,” 
but instead Biow grabbed up Henry 
Morgan. (See separate story.) 


demonstrating the WEAF pre-test- 
ing operation to the press. Mean- 
while, several thousand reprints of 
last January’s four-installment series 
in Variety which originally outlined 
the entire project are being sent out 
by Schwerin to the industry. 





Cincinnati, Sept. 24. 

The Cincinnati Symphony Orches- 
tra will be Crosley Broadcasting 
Corp.'s first major contrib to New| 
York’s radio scene this season, with | 
@ two-and-a-half-hour Saturday 
night airing over Crosley’s N. Y. 
Outlet, WINS. 

While the Crosley people are reti- 





— about announcing the symph ’ 
Plans, waiting until they have ? , F N Lif 
Wrapped their N. Y. outlet’s pro- ortia aces ew ' . 





gramming into one package, it be- Not so long ago Young & Rubicam 
Came known here that the longhair | agency inherited the “Portia Faces 
feed to New York will start Oct. 19,| Life” daytime serial from Benton & 
and will last through the winter.|! Bowles in a reshuffle of General 
Efrem Kurtz will be guest conductor Foods programs and accounts. Now 


On the opener, but Eugene Goosens| the show reverts to B & B, which 
will take over the baton in Novem-| will cue a change at the production 
ber. helrn. 

WLW, the local Crosley outlet and} Switchover was originally sched- 
home base of James D. Shouse, will} uled for Oct. 1, but Y&R now keeps) 


it until the first of the year. Lester 
Vail has been producing for Y&R, 
but David Levy da: 
dio fer the agency, is assigning a new 
producer into the spot pé nding the 
move to B&B. 


not participate in the broadcast, 
Which will be fed to WINS only. 
Shouse, prexy of the corporation, is 
a member of the board of the Cin- 
cinnati Summer Opera, which WLW 
Carries locally each year. 





i . 
| dio production centers, following in 





ENUF'S EN 
ATTITUDE 


The story of Chicago’s deteriora- | 


HR 





nation’s key ra-| 
. j 


one of the 


tion as 


|wake of the wholesale exodus of | 


talent and shows to New York and 
the Coast, is not new. 

reached the stage where, for 
time, the homeoffices of the 


major networks have become def- 


| initely alarmed. 


They’re viewing the ituation 


Strictly from a_ dollars-and-cents 


viewpoint on the amount of coin be- 
ing earned from Chi-originating 
sponsored shows. The general im- 
pression is, don’t be surprised if the 
networks, in order to balance the 
scales, start pulling in the Chi horns 
and go in for some drastic reduc- 
tions in personnel. 

NBC, in particular, has felt the 
Chi commercial production-program- 
ming scrameroo. The web’s Chi di- 
vision no longer gets billing credit 
for the four sponsored Irna Phillips 
daytime shows, 


the income from the Miles-sponsored 
“National Barn Dance” Saturday 
night program, and it has taken the 
budget rap for the Carnation show, 
which moved to New York. 


As far as NBC is concerned, it’s an 
unhealthy situation. The web has 
tried to combat it, originating the 
Jim Ameche show from Chi, latch- 
ing the Mars Candy “Curtain Time” 
sponsorship on to the Chi billings, 
and moving some of its public serv- 
ice shows to the midwest. But it’s 
known that the web is pretty well 
resigned to Chi’s lowly place in the 
radio production picture. 


doesn’t even have one of the per- 
ennial Wrigley shows emanating 
from Chi any more. Gum outfit cur- 
rently sponsors the Gene Autry 
Sunday program, but it’s from the 
Coast. There are only two Chi-orig- 
inating shows on the CBS roster, and 
one of them exits from the picture 
next week. It’s the Continental 
Baking “Bachelor’s Children” show, 


with the sponsor dropping it 
and buying the new Irene 
Beasley show instead. That will 


originate from New York. Which 
only leaves ‘Ma Perkins” on the 





head of daytime ra- | 


Columbia agenda. 


ings on “Breakfast Club” three-way 
sponsorship, probably feels the Chi 
debacle less than the other webs. 


Nielsen Takes 506 








General Foods has pulled out of 
the A. C. Nielsen radio 1¢esearch 
operation. In terms of billings, it 
adds up to a $50,000 a yea) ip for 
|the Nielsen Radio Index. 
| GF quietly pulled out about 2 week 
ago after buying the NRI research 
| service for the pa t three vears. Con- 


| trary to the client-agency protocol 
ithat prevails, GF footing the 

| $50.00G annual bill As a rule, the 
| bankroller picks up the tab for mar- 
| ket research, but where advertising 
| research is involved it’s 
jagency budgetary 
| For the past thre 


matter. 


years, GF was 


| willing to bypass the rule, but the} 


sponsor decided this year that the 
} . ‘¢ : 2 . A ° »« 
| $50,090 tab for the radio advertising 


aa 


But it’s | 
the first | 
four | 


which have moved sous d 
to the Coast. It’s been stripped of 


Exodus of the “Websters” show 
from Chi to the Coast presents a} 
similiar problem for Mutual. CBS 


ABC, thanks to its $4,000,000 bill- | 


Rap As GF Ageys. 
~ Refuse to Kick In 


strictly an} 


OPY TIRES 





NETS 








Yes! Macy’s Tells Gimbel 


Daytime show of “Answer 
Man,” heard over WOR, N. Y., 
twice daily, 12:45 p. m. and 7:15 

} p. m., will be broadcast from 
| Gimbel’s book dept. Sept. 30- 
| Oct. 5. 

WOR is owned by Bamber- 


| ger’s dept. store, which in turn 
is owned by Macy’s. 


| 





Soap Floats Out 
| Of Old Format In 
Daytime Switch 


Cincinnati, Sept. 24. 
& Gamble, radio’s top 
spender, and chief proponent of the 





Procter 





daytime serial formula, is mulling a 
aytime half-hour show which 
| ny-passes the cliffhanger format. 
| Move is significant in view of the 
| fact that if the program hits the 
|network schedules it would replace 
i|two of the soap operas on the cur- 
rent P&G schedule and mark an- 
other attempt towarc making serious 
inroads on the soaper formula. 


Show P&G has in mind is “The 
Fifty Club,” currently spotted on 
the Crosley WLW station here in 


Cincy. P&G is planning to test it in 
four or five other 
|termine overall audience acceptance 
| of the luncheon gabfest-audience 
participation show. 

| Thus far the P&G’s segue from 
soapers to other type of daytime 
programming has been gradual, but 
making definite inroads. Company 
co-sponsors Mutual’s “Queen For a 
Day” and ABC’s “Glamour Manor,” 
and shares in the bankrolling of 
“Breakfast in Hollywood.” 


Durr Raps ABC 
On WXYZ Price 


Washington, Sept. 24. 
Three months after approving the 
isale of the King-Trendle radio sta- 
| tions—WXYZ, Detroit, and WOOD, 
| Grand Rapids—to the ABC net, the 
| FCC today (Tues.) published it 
| opinions in the case, showing a wide 














rift in the commission. 


As rumored, Commissioner Clif- 
ford J. Durr dissented again, with 


Commissioner Paul Walker support- 
ing him, the ruling being 4-2 jin 
favor of ABC’s purchase of the two 
properties. (ABC has since 
WOOD to Liberty mag.) 

Durr and Walker lashed out at 
permission to let ABC pay $2,800.- 
000 for WXYZ, of which sum $2,155,- 
000 is for good will. They said that 
amount is more than twice the book 
costs of the net’s total facilities be- 
toh this deal. 

The dissenters declared 
deal is a setback for FM radio, 
pointing out that ABC is spending 
for its new AM outlet in Detroit 
more than 84 times the $33,460 it 
had slated for FM expenditures in 
that city. 

The entire commission, however, 
was unanimous in approving ABC's 
$15,000,000 stock floatation program. 


ABC: Did We Say That? 


A week ago the ABC net was mull- 


sold 





ute capsule shows. 


markets to de- | 


that the 


ing the idea of cancelling five-min- 
But that was be- 


WEAF's Long Pants Worry Network 
As Offspring Kicks 


Sustainers Shins 


It looks like NBC is going to have 
problem on its hands. It all stems 
from the fact that WEAF, the web’s 


flagship station in New York, in its 
new-found concept as to a station’s 
responsibility for worthy public 


service programming, has been kick- 

jing off some of the web shows to 
| make room for its own programe 
ming “in the public interest.” 

Thus far the station has been move 
ing in slowly, yanking out less con- 
spicuous network airers, such as the 
8 o'clock morning news roundup, the 
1:45 p.m. Robert McCormick news 
program; before the Sunday after- 
noon “National Hour” show went off, 
WEAF gave it the brusheroo 1 
favor of its own show. 

But from all indications when the 
station gets rolling in earnest on its 
public service schedule, more and 
more network shows will get the by- 
pass treatment. 

NBC recognizes the lofty motive 

| behind the WEAF scheduling. But 
there’s one aspect of it that the web 
can't afford to ignore, and which will 

| affect the network when more vital 
programming is passed up by its key 
| station. There’s always the danger, 
| it’s felt, that other affiliates may be 
influenced by WEAF’s decision in 
| their refusal to pick up network 
| sustainers, When they chime in 
| with: “Why should we carry it when 
|} your own flagship station ignores 
| it?”, NBC would like to have an 
| answer that makes sense. It’s look- 
ing for one. 


Its Crosby In 


~The Middle, With 
Morgan on Top 


With Henry Morgan sold to Evere 
sharp-Schick, the ABC net has come 
pleted its Wednesday night cream 
lime segments, building a parlay 
that puts Bing Crosby between “Pot 
o’ Gold” on one side and the Mor- 
gan show on the other. 





Morgan has been on Tuesday 
nights since he bowed in as a sus- 
tainer with his own half-hour show 
a month ago. After his third broad- 
| cast—and, ironically, after his top 
scripter, Aaron J. Ruben, asked for 
and received a release—Eversharp 
grabbed him. He starts his sponsor- 
ship career Oct. 16, the same night 
Crosby opens on the net for his 
Philco platter stanza. 





Happy Felton replaces Peter Don- 
ald as ‘Pot’ emcee, latter having a 
conflict with his WOR ‘Can You 
Top This’ Wed. show. 

“Pot” comes back to the air next 
Wednesday (2) for Lewis-Howe Co., 
peddling Tums. As of Oct. 16, when 
the Crosby and Morgan shows join 
the ABC parade, the web’s Wednes- 
day night setup will include: “Pot,” 
9.30-10; Crosby, 10-10:30; Morgan, 
10:30-11. 


WOV Enters Robbins In 
Spinners Sweepstakes 


_ AsN.Y. Battle Gets Hot 


| WOV, the Bulova-owned indie, 
has joined in the Manhattan “Battle 
|of the Disk Jockeys” and is throw- 
|ing its top audience puller, Fred 
Robbins, into the highly competitive 
wax-spinning sweepstakes. 


Robbins, 





whose nighttime ‘1280 
Club” segment outdraws most of the 
indies, is switching over to the 6:30 
period starting next Monday (30), 
in a bid to make inroads on Martin 


research furnished by the NRI should| fore a spensor came along. Now | Block’s late afternoon “Make Be- 
| be divided among Youn s & Rubicam | Champion Spark Plug Co, has bought | lieve Ballroom” (WNEW) and the 
| Benton & Bowles, and Foote, Ccne &|the Friday night, 9:55-10 spot for a, forthcoming Ted Husing WHN 
Belding, which handle the ultiple | full network smallie. jockeying. 

GF air shows. Apparently the agen- Show, wiih format not yet set. but WOV program reshuffle also in- 
cies couldn't agree on plunking down | probakly a gabber with dramat over-| volves switching Rosalie Allen's 
the coin, so GF decided to exit the} tones, will start either Oct. 4 o1 | hayseed disk session into the 9:30 
| Nielsen picture. Oct. 11. } p.m. slot. 


~~? 
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THE FORD SHOW 


Robert Emmett Dolan’s9 Orch; 

George Montgomery, guest; Tom 

Frandsen, announcer 
Writer: Abe Burrows 
Producer: Bill Wilgus 
30 Mins., Wed., 9:30 p.m. 
FORD MOTOR CO. 
WABC-CBS, N. Y. 

(J Walter Thompson) 

Th new Ford Show, sparked bs 
Di Shore and Peter Lind Haye 
} i ysl eight-cyvlinder production 
1OD uit t best it was only oper- 
at ’ on six on the premiere broad- 
cast lust Wednesday (18). This is the 
sho vith which the Ford Motor Co., 
s i | other prograimmins . 
ma id to capture a whole new 
po ir market geared to promoting 
1 mariness anda performance Oil 
th Ti Ford product with a d 
emphasis away from the non-existent 
low-cost angle. With an eve toward 
a more youthful market hep to the 
sire imlined convertible-station wagon 
Ford job. it was natural to bra ket 
the show back-to-back with Frank | 
Sinatra. And it won't do CBS any | 
damezge in its Wednesday night pro- 
gra ! buildup to meet the com- 
petition of the “Duffy’s Tavern’-"“Mr 
District Attorney” parlay in the sam«¢ 
} nn NBC 

: tilie with a_ strictly prof 
§ al production job off te J. Wal- 
t Thompson belt that endowed 
the half-hour show with all the 


ooth -,running behind-the-scenes 


nevertheless the two- 


Sty 
el 


accoutrements, 

cylinder lack on this Ford job was| 
fairly apparent. When Miss Shore 
was singing, particularly such tunes 
as “Sun in the Morning” and “To 
Each His Own,” it was strictly a 


high-gear operation. Too, Miss Shore 
can now 
technique 
the star 
deniable 
It could well have been that the 
Peter Lind Hayes contrib 
quite measure up to what was 
The object of multiple 


That she’s a top asset in 
spot on the show is un- 


Initial 
didn 
expected 


agency bidding in recent months fol- | 


lowing his boff Copacabana, N. Y, 
nitery reception and the overaccented 
air buildup he got via Miss Shore's 
intro, the total net effect of his 
comcdy routine was to leave the im- 
pression that he’s still an unknown 
quantity as a sock radio personality. 
The fault may have been in the two 
satirizaticns he chose—his_ nitery 
Texon bit and his English a la James 
Mason routine in some byplay tabbed 


“The Ninth Wail.” Hayes can defi- 
nitely project his personality over 
the airlanes; he has an easy, ratural 
demcanor about him which gets 
across. but his comedic talents in 
terms of radio weren’t as socko as 


one inignt have anticipated. 

The serint shortcomings didn’t end 
there, either. The Shore-George 
Montgomery (first of a series of 
guestars) Mr. and Mrs. “toast opera 
bit had a belated quality about it. 
Nor was it particularly funny. In- 
evitably inviting comparison with 
the Fred Allen-Talullah Bankhead 
cereal gabfest of last season, this one 
wasn't even in the running. 

Whicre the Ford Show on its teeoff 
really went off the deep end, now- 
ever. was in the reprise of the 
Cameron-cameo institutional com- 
mercial, on this occasion handled by 
the Ford “roving reporter,” Henry 
LaCossitt. There’s questionable value 
in adhering to institutional plugging 
in a “sell goods” era and while obvi- 
ously geared to tip off the buying 
public why Ford is only operating at 
60 production, the free-enterprise 


overtones with a sideswipe at strikers 


seemed strictly off-base. That kind 
of supplementary verbiage added on 
to the regular commercials is going 
overboard for a half-hour show. 
Rose. 





“MEMORY LANE” 
With Melvin Winters, Bea Mornin, 
Dude Skiles, Emelio Caceres, fran- 
cis Carresi, Stanley Nelson 
15 Mins.; Mon., Wed., Fri., 5:50 p.m, 
Writer-Producer: Stanley Nelson 
TAYLOR BEDDING MFG. CO. 
Texas Quality Network 
(Pitluk) 

Tecing off the fall season, WOATI 
has uncovered it’s new staff orches- 
tra in a series emanating from its 
San Antonio studios. Series is well 
produced and should have a follow- 
ing 

Program revives tunes of yester- 


day using as its theme “Memory 
Lane.” Such faves as “For Me and 
My Gal,” “Louise,” “Alice Blue 


Gown” and a Victor Herbert medley 
were caught on this airing. Tunes 
are well played by the studio group 
which is composed of w.k, artists 
both here and nationally. Group will 
be heard in a series of jive programs 
later on in the season which should 
attract many listeners. Francis Car- 
nesi is the vocalist and is more ma- 
tured than when caught vears ago. 


His voice shows improvement and 
should, with proper grooming and 


buildup, make good national network 
timber. Orchestra was given an Op- 
portunity on “Louise” with Caceres 
ut the violin; Morin at the organ; 
Skiles at the trumpet and Winters at 
the piano each giving out on a solo. 

Nclson is program m.c. as well as 
treating the commercials for Morn- 
ing Glory Mattresses made by Taylor 
Bedding. These are in good taste 
but the center commercial can be cut. 
Good effect is made linking the dates 
of the songs with events of those by- 
gone years in introducing the songs. 

Andy. 


|THE GINNY SIMMS SHOW 
With Dinah Shere, Peter Lind Hayes, With Danny Thomas, guest; Frank | 


really 


gram, 


of the potentially 


ot the all 


Thomas 
that, 
last Friday’s (20) stanza, he’s headed | 
ior 
radios 
Rubicam’s 
should 

about a 


to 
\ 
to 295 n 


tion 
boys 
Thomas 
|spot and the first of a series 
of 
clipped off. 
ithe 


handle lines with a surefire | 











“The Sportsmen’ | 
Wilson, announcer. 


DeVol 
chorus; 


orch, 
Don 


| Producer: Ben Brady 
Writers: 

Snyder 
|Special Music: Lester Lee, Eddie C. 


Hugh Wedlock, Howard | 


Herkose 


30 Mins,, Fri., 9 p.m. 
BORDEN’S 
WABC-CBS, N. Y. 


(Young & Rubicam 
Chalk this one f the 
y pieasant, engaging 
e tall neste! The big new: 
ibout the new Ginny Simms pro- 
however, is that it definitely 
Danny Thomas as one 
ntially gifted comedians 
Slotted in for a gue 
tee off the Borden show in 
Friday night at 9 period, 
definitely demonstrated 

proper material as on 


up as one ) 


show 


St 
‘ Veo) 
stabdlisne 


‘ 


not t 
ts new 


oO 


given 


niche among 

Young & 
production braintrusters | 
something in a_ hurry 
Simms-Thomas 
show is a 


upper-bracket 
funny men. 


al 


do 
permanent 


camup, if the opening 


faithful barometer of his importance 


the program 

In editing the 

25 minutes because of the eme! 

rency Henry Wallace talk to the na- 

on Friday, Y & R production 
wisely retained the full 

contrib, with a 


initial show 


of “Song 
Life’ request selections 

Happily Thomas bore 
of the 25-minute byplay 


Your 


brunt 


land, thanks to the smart Hugh Wed- | 
lock-Howard 
and 
song 
nique by Lester Lee and Eddie Her- 
| kose, 
|grated, nicely tempoed comedy and 
singing show. 


Snyder si 
an equally effective 
tailored to the Thomas 


scripting | 
specialty 
tech- 
it added to a well-inte- 


up 


It could well have been 
“Danny Thomas Show” ) 
of what was heard on the premiere, 


but this in no way minimizes Miss 


Simm’s own contribution or her 
stature as a performer. Because of 
the sock Thomas routine, to evalu- 


ate it as the “Ginny Simms Show” 
is difficult at this point. Her vocals 
were tops, her smooth and natural 
emceeing never fell short. Which 
spéaks well for the show’s future. 
But the spark that lifted the pro- 
gram several pegs above the usual 
variety show was provided by 
Thomas and the writers who wrote 
his lines in character. 

Don Wilson gets a crack at some 
of the banter. in addition to han- 
dling the Borden commercials. 

Rose. 
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LOUIS-MAURIELLO FIGHT 
With Bob Stanton, announcer 
Producer: Burke Crotty 

2:09 Mins.; Wed. (1%), 10 p.m. 


GILLETTE SAFETY RAZOR 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 
(Maxon) 
Joe Louis pulled an unintentional 
switch on Gillette for this fight. 


Dough-guys who paid. $100 for a ring- 
side seat at last June’s Louis-Conn 
bout complained they didn’t get their 
money’s worth, whereas Gillette had 
a chance to get in several commer- 
cials for more than its money’s worth 
in that eight-rounder. With Louis 
polishing off Tami Mauriello in a fast 
and furious first round in this one, 
the people paying only $30 for a 
ringside tab saw plenty of action but 
Gillette had a chance to get in only 
one pitch—and that came at the end 
of the fight when a large number of 
viewers had probably already turned 
off their sets. 

Video-wise, the fight was up to 
NBC's usual top standard. Because 
of the dearth of interest evidenced 
in the fracas, the web decided to han- 
Gle the fight like any other affair, 
without the fanfare attendant on the 
Conn-Louis bout. This meant cut- 
ting cut the between-rounds byplay 
used for the June event, when Ben 
Grauer introduced personalities at 
the ringside. With only the ring it- 
self to concentrate on, consequently, 
NBC used only two cameras instead 
of the five used for Conn-Louis, but 
the scanning this time was even bet- 
ter. 

Each of the two cameras was 
equipped with an RCA Image Orthi- 
con tube, making possible clear, high- 
ly-defined images. Producer Burke 
Crotty kept his closeup lens on the 
two boxers during the entire round, 


which was all to the good. Mauri- 
ello’s first blow, which staggered 


Louis across the ring, was easily dis- 
cernible and the cameras didn't miss 
one of the resulting Louis punches 
which brought Mauriello to his knees 
for the kayo. 

Setup this time also included a 
mike directly above the ring, which 
clearly picked up all the referee's 
instructions to the boxers, as well as 
the sounds of the blows landing, the 
boxer’s shoes scraping across the 
canvas, etc. Sounds from the crowd 
also came in clearly and the mike 
picked up the classic introduction 0‘ 
announcer Harry Balogh: “May the 


better contestant emerge triumph- 
antly.” About all that was. missed 
was Mauriello’s slightly profane 








statement after the fight, which has 





| 


down | 


| had 


dramatic | 


job, | 


the | 
on the basis | 


“CANADIAN CAVALCADE” 

With Jean Dickenson, Dixie Dean, 
Howard Cable’s Orchestra; Cy 
Mack, m.c. 


Writers: Edward W. Edge and Kay | 


Edge. 
Producer: Rai Purdy. 
30 Mins.; Monday, 8 p.m. 
BORDEN’S 
CBL, Toronto; CBC, Canada 


(Young & Rubicam) 


Rai Purdy was one of Canada’s top | 


radio producers when he tossed 
everything to join the Canadian 
Army. Now mustered out with the 
rank of Lt. Colonel, he’s back i 
radio with “Canadian Cavalcade,” 
of the Domuiunion’'s highest- 
budgeted shows and his first civil 
ian-radio assignment His duties 
overseas have not dented his sense 


of showmanship. 

“Cavalcade,” carried on the CBC's 
trans-Canada network of 28 stations, 
reveals again the Purdy talent for 
whipping a show together that is 
marked by spontaneity and the ut- 
most he can get out of the line-up 
It's an audience show staged in 
CBC Playhouse. 

Format for the season will include 
guest stars and interviews with un- 
usual Canadian personalities, inter- 
spersed with musical backgrounds of 
Howard Cable's orchestra Tee-of! 
Jean Dickenson up from New 
York and in top form for her glis- 
sandos in “Italian Street Song” and, 
to the finish of the 30-minute stanza, 
singing Strauss’s “Blue Danube.” 

Sandwiched in on initial program 
was Dixie Dean, piano-accordion 
recording and radio artist, and one 
| of the stars of “Meet the Navy,” the 
| Canadian service show produced in 
| Toronto by Buddy DeSylva before 


| it went overseas. Dean had no 
trouble in scoring with his “Ca- 
| nadian Capers” medley. 
Chief appeal of “Cavalcade” is its 
searching for Canucks with an in- 
| teresting down-to-earth story. Best 


| was told by an Ontario woman who 

whipped the housing shortage by 
building an eight-room house with 
fieldstone foundations and_ thick 
adobe walls, the whole solid after 
nine years and “cheap as dirt” to 
build, and a mecca for scores of 
would-be builders daily who seek 
the lady’s free advice. 

Whole show was an overall suc- 
cess On sprightly pacing and spon- 
taneity, marked by adroitly-written 
commercials — whether gagged or 
dramatic—that were cleverly segued 
into their proper slots, and plugged 
the Borden product not only without 
irritation to the listener but were in 
themselves entertaining. McStay. 





already gone down in the annals of 
radio as a classic. 

Boo Stanton handled the blow-by. 
blow well. Announcer for ‘the first 
time in his video career became ex- 
cited during that terrific round. He 
wouldn’t have been human if he 
hadn't. Despite his exuberance. how- 
ever, he kept his head and still out- 
lined the fight in a detailed fashion. 

Gillette commercial—the one and 
only—was much better than the ama- 
teurish slides used last time. This 
one featured still cartoons drawn to 
the Gillette pitch of “Look sharp, 
feel sharp, be sharp,” and should 
have been well-received by anyone 
watching at that time. Stal. 





“OVER SHOEMAKER’S 

SHOULDER” 

With Vaughn Shoemaker, Den Faust 
Producer-director: Loraine Larson 
11 Mins.; Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 

WBKB, Chicago 

Running commentary and ad libs 
between Chicago Daily News car- 
toonist Vaughn Shoemaker at the 
drawing board and Don Faust as an 
interested questioner-listener was 
smooth and the camera follow was 
excellent. Closeups of Shoemaker 
sketching a political cartoon about 
the Truman-Wallace brawl and ex- 
plaining it as he went along was also 
an audience pleaser. Shoemaker 
drew his sketches on a cardboard 
treated with a hypo solution to bring 
out contrast between India-inked 
lines and white space, @nabling video 
enthusiasts to see clearly. 

Camera pan of previously sketched 
cartoons wasn’t clear enough for an 
A-grade pic. In the main, however, 
pix were well defined, and the out- 
side interference was negligibie. 








Tele Followup 





Arthur Daley, featured sports col- 
umnist of the N. Y. Times, returned 
to the videowaves last Friday (20) 
night as an alternate announcer with 
Bob Stanton of the Giants-Green 
Bay Packers football game, broad- 
cast by WNBT (NBC, N. Y.). Just 
as good as he was last year when he 
handled mosi of the pro games for 
WNBT, Daley dressed up his play- 
by-play reporting with the kind of 
inside stuff and knowledge of the 
game that’s required of a top an- 
nouncer, 

Daley has a solid, well-pitched 
voice that injects enough interest 


(Continued on page 46) 








up | 


“STARS IN THE AFTERNOON” 


With Dinah Shere, Frank Sinatra, 
Ann Sothern, Elliott Lewis, John 
Brown, William Keighley, Virginia 
Bruce, Theodor Von Eltz, Howard 

| McNear, Peter Lind Hayes, Ralph 

Morgan, Jean Hersholt, Hoagy 
Carmichael, Arthur Lake, Penny 
Singleton, Hanley Stafford, Mar- 
lene Ames, Jimmy Durante, Garry 


| Moore, Howard Duff, Sandra 
Gould, Arthur Q. Bryon, Patrice 
Munsel, Jack Smith, Paul Me- 
| Grath, House Jamison, Staats | 
Cotsworth, Les Damon, Claudia 
Morgan, Vaughn Monroe, Bob 


Hawk, Bob Hannon, Tom Howard, 
Lulu McConnell, George Shelton, 
Harry McNaughton, others; an- 
neuncers Bob LeMond, Howard 
Claney, others 

Producers-Directors: William N. Rob- 
son, Robert Lewis Shayon 

Assistant Directors: Larry 
Ace Ochs 


Burns, 


| Writers: Carroll Carroll, others 
Music: Archie Bleyer, Lud Gluskin, | 


others 
90 Mins.; Sun. (22), 3 p.m. 


| WABC-CBS, N. ¥ 
the | 


In the first of two 90-minute 
broadcasts Sunday (22) to showcase 
its 1946-47 talent, CBS dished out a 
program that had more entertain- 


;ment and unity than one would nor- 


mally expect from such a potpourri 
The hour and a half moved fast and 
Dleasantly, with only a few sags in 
a generally high level of entertain- 
|ment graph. The novelty of a show- 


|case of network talent, of course, 
jhas worn off, but this program 
| Showed some originality and plan- 


ining in its getup, and a good jug- 
| ling of material, to keep it varied 
land interesting. 

Further interest attached itself to 
| the appearance of such new (to 
|}CBS) talent as Dinah Shore, and to 
ithe ball-bearing-smooth intermesh 
lof Coast and N. Y. taJent and 
;quences without any halt or bugs in 
ithe program. The occasional fluff 
|was confined to the lines, as when 
|Jimmy Durante missed up on a 
|script gag, but even this was turned 
to account for a _ laugh. 

| Program was off to a good, gaggy 
| Start as Miss Shore and Frank Sin- 


Se- 


| star lineup, went off to see “Mr. 
System” (who turned out to be the 
| lisping Elmer voice of the Bug: 
| Bunny cartoons) about getting a ro- 
|mantic song interlude on the pro- 
|gram, Of course the pair finally got 
|their chance to sing, but it was just 
|}a so-so duet at the end of the pro- 
gram (“Tea For Two"). Customers 
| would have been better pleased 
| with a couple of solos somewhere in 
| between 

But “Mr. 





System” held them off 


}as he showed them what other tal- 


ent he had. Most of the intros, as the 
program segued from one stint to 
another, were smart and original, 
although a few were corny and un- 
inspired. A couvle of the veteran 
comedy shows showed their age, in 
the “Blondie” and “Maisie” excerpts. 
But for the most part, performances 
and material were okay. Sequence 
of Jimmy Durante and Garry Moore. 
perhaps, was tops, with Moore's 
gags and Durante’s malapropisms 
being sure-fire. Takeoff on an “Inner 
Sanctum” mystery, with an all-star 
cast comprising “Crime Doctor.” 
“Crime Photographer,” “Thin Man.” 
“Sam Spade” and “Dr. Christian.” 
trying to solve the whodunit, was 
an amusing stunt. 

From “The Family Hour.” Patrice 
Munsel warbled “Sempre Libre” and 
Jack Smith crooned “Rica Pulpa”: 
from “American Melody Hour,” Bob 
Hannen sang “To Each His Own.” 
Virginia Bruce did well in a some- 
what melodramatic sequence from 
Lux Radio Theatre in a “The Letter” 
excerpt, and the “It Pays To Be Ig- 
norant” digest was rowdy and funny. 
Hoagy Carmichael lazied nicely 
through “Georgia.” and Peter Lind 
Hayes had some good mimicry. 

Bob Hawk wrapped the package 
up neatly in a tasteful tribute to 
CBS and what the network strives 
to be—a revresentative segment of 
Americana. Scripting of Goodman 
Ace, Carroll Carroll and others: pro- 
duction by Robert Lewis Shayon 
and William N. Robson: perform- 
ances by the star talent—were wov- 
en smoothly together, to get CBS’ 
fall setup off to a neat start. Bron. 





“FOOTBALL FORECASTS” 

With Eddie Dooley; Dan Seymour, 
announcer. 

15 Mins.: Thurs., 10 p.m. 

ALL-AMERICA FOOTBALL 

FERENCE 
WOR-Mutual, N. Y. 

(Frederick-Clinton) 

In a move to hypo interest in its 
schedule, the newly-formed All- 
America Football Conference is 
bankrolling this session of pure pig- 
skin palaver. Eddie Dooley, former 
Dartmouth quarterback. handles the 
chatter with a rapid-fire. slightly 
nasalized delivery, and in his perusal 
of the football scene is careful to 
avoid any plugs for the stand across 
the street—the National Football 
League. 

Dooley’s stock-in-trade comprises 
the usual crystal-balling of next 
week-end’s games, post mortem 
analyses of last week’s contests, and 
thumbnail sketches of the outstand- 
ing stars in his sponsor's league. A 


CON- 


stiff concentrated dose of football 
talk, the session’s appeal is strictly 
limited to the addicts and the dope- 
sters on the lookout for a way to 
beat the football pools. 








$$$ 


THE RUDY VALLEE SHOW 

With Tommy Dorsey, Bert Gordon 
guests; Benny Krueger Orch. 
Chorus; Virginia Gregg, Frank 
Graham, announcer 

Director: Joe Parker 

Writer: Bob Marko 

30 Mins., Tues., 8 p.m. 

PHILIP MORRIS 

WEAF-NBC, N. Y. 

(Biow) 

It could very well be that all hell 





| woras: 
|} squawk 


| of 





| air. 


| read 
| with a starchiness that demonstrated 


——EE 


| ceded, it didn’t much matter. 





will pop loose when the NBC pro- 
gramming boys get a whiff of this 
one (as though they haven't already!) 
A capsule review of this new Rudy 
Vallee show for Philip Morris could 
well be summed up in very few 
NBC’s got a_ justifiable 
If the web’s programming 
chief, Clarence Menser, was unhappy 
over last year’s Thursday night 10:30 
“Villa Vallee” time for Procter & 
Gamble, it’s a natural that his senti- 
ments over what's happening now in 
the Tuesday night at 8 time is strictly 
the kind of talk that'll get no further 


ithan a closed circuit. 


Last weck’s (17) show was not only 
bad. It was embarrassing. In terms 
major programming operation 
(true, its $9,000 budget is in contrast 
to last year’s P&G $14,500 outlay, but 
still a hefty talent-production chunk), 
it was embarrassing to the network, 


to an otherwise strictly pro agency 
operation, to a sponsor who's no 
novice in nighttime programming, to 


the Tommy Dorsey-Bert Gordon 
guestar contrib, and above all, to the 
memory of a one-time conferencier 
who long ago set the pattern for the 
succession of gracious hosting on the 
But that wasn't the Vallee heard 
last Tuesday (17). 

True, Vallee was handicapped by a 


| script that was slow, and stilted, and 


lacking in anything even suggesting 
inspiration, yet he did nothing to 
counter the deficiency. In fact he 
his lines (and muffed some) 


how out of character he is in the 
fleld of comedy. At the best he 
achieved the status of a stooge feed- 


ing lines (end what lines!) to Gordon 
and Dorsey. 
But unfortunately, even the usually 


| reliable Gordon had nothing to work 
}atra, presumablv left out of the CBS | 
| to 


with. By the time Dorsey got around 
batoning his musical insert, and 
nullifying the sad verbiage that pre- 
On the 
show heard, the format seemed to be 
hanging in mid-air; it wasn’t quite 
apparent whether they were striving 
for a variety show or a situation 
comedy, 

This program preemed on Sept. 10, 


| with the first airing, featuring Hal 
| Peary and Lina Romay, counting as 


the actual audition show under 
NBC's edict to “give us a good show 
or get off.” Menser wasn't any too 
happy with the results, but accepted 
Vallee’s word that it would improve. 
The show caught was the second, 
considerably under the par of the 
teeoff program. 

From here on in, it’s between NBC, 
Vallee and Biow. Rose. 


“THEATRE VS. TOLERANCE” 
With Milton Berle, Joe Louis, Noble 

Sissle, W. C. Handy, Timmy RKog- 

ers, Bill Robinson, Uta Hagen, 

others 
30 Mins.; Mon. (23), 11 p.m. (one shot) 
WNEW, N. Y. 

Show biz people from now on 
ought to be applauded not only for 
their traditional, w.k. big hearts but 
their alert minds as well. Sensitive 
to the horrors and danger of race 
bigotry, a typical cross-section of the 
entertainment world joined in the 
crusade to end lynching in America, 
which was highlighted Monday night 
(23) by a rally from the stage of the 
Mansfield theatre, N. Y., following a 
benefit performance of “Anna Lu- 
casta.” In line with its established 
policy on racial problems, WNEW 
contributed a big share to the cam- 
paign by picking up the proceedings 
and spreading the circumference of 
the fight. 

In a unusually sober mood, Mil- 
ton Berle emceed the show, giving 
brief intros to the parade of white 
and Negro luminaries who filed to 
the mike to voice their anti-intoler- 
ance sentiments. Opening with Joe 
Louis, the group included Noble 
Sisste, prez of the Negro _Actors 
Guild; Bil! Robinson; John Wildbers, 
producer of “Anna Lucasta”; Walte: 
White, exec secretary of the National 
Association for Advancement of Col- 
ored People; Uta Hagen, and Rosetta 
LeNoire, from the cast of “Anna Lu- 
casta.” W. C. Handy, composer of 
“St. Louis Blues,” sang the origina! 
blues classic, “The Memphis Blues, 
while Timmy Rogers, of Cafe Socicty 
Downtown, N. Y., worked over & 
novelty tune without much weight. 
Aside from these two numbers, the 
show didn’t pack much_ entertain- 
ment value; but it was serious, there- 
fore valuable in another way. 


ALAN YOUNG SHOW 

With Jim Backus, Ken Christy, Doris 
Singleton, Charlie Cantor, “Smart 
Set” (Patricia & Mike Corrigan, 
Gerry Salathiel, Gloria Wood, Leo 
Dukehorn); music, George Wy!¢; 
announcer, Jim Wallington 

Writers: Al Schwartz, Sinerwood 
Schwartz, Joe Young 

Producer: Eddie Pola 

30 Mins., Fri., 8:30 p.m. 

BRISTOL-MYERS CO. 

WEAF-NBC, N. Y. 

(Young & Rubicam) o 

Alan Young is proof positive 

that, given talent to start with, new 

(Continued on page 46) 











Weduesday, September 


25, 1946 


Ri VARIETY 





RADIO 37 











PACT | 


ie 


Ka 
T Tb. 


‘Batter Up” time in the 
network-radio talent league 
Negotiations for a new contract (o1 
contracts) start Tuesday (1) be- 
tween thé networks and the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists. 

Each side has wound up its pitch- 
ing arm and is ready to go when 
the game is called Tuesday at the 
headquarters of the New York Bar 
Assn., N. Y. The nets have a slight 
this moment, as far as bar- 
technique is concerned. 
priding itself on being a 
union, made 
ally every of its steps public by 
having these aired at the recent Los 
Angeles convention. The net execs, 
however, have been holding quiet, 
off-the-cuff meetings, with only a 
handful of veepees, labor-relations 
experts, and attorneys in attend- 
ance. AFRA's moves, therefore, are 
known to the other side—but AFRA 
only guess how the nets will 
react to the various proposals. 

It will be a strictly 
batch of negotiators on each side 
that will get together. AFRA has 
placed its job in the hands of 
George Heller, national executive 
secretary (who is also secretary of 
the largest, New York City, chap- 
ter); Ray Jones, national asst. 
sec; Claude McCue, Pacific 
national rep and head of the Los 
Angeles chapter, and Henry Jaffe, 
attorney. The nets will place thei 
cases in the hands of Robert D 
Swezey for Mutual; Clarence L. 
Menser for NBC; Frank White for 
CBS, and Charles “Bud” Barry fo. 
ABC. All are veepees but Barry 
who is mational program director 

Three-Way Hurdle 

At the very commencement there 
is sure to be the kind of argument 
that has snagged global politics in 
the United Nations, the two sides 
disagreeing on whether one. of 
AFRA’s requests is “substantive” o1 
“procedural.” 
the last pact, signed in 1944, and 
expiring Oct. 31 this year, was one 
agreement with three parts to it, to 
wit: 








na- 


]t's 
tional 


edge at 
gaining 
AFRA, 
democratic has 
one 


can 


“professional” 


(a) Network commercial 
ment in N. Y., Chi, 
San Francisco; 


(b) Commercial employment fo 
Chicago locally; 

‘c) Commercial employment on 
the 11 Pacific states and on local 


programs over Pacific stations. 

Right there, the nets will say these 
are three separate and distinct con- 
tracts, each of them to be negotiated 
separately. That hurdle will have 
to be surmounted before any furthe: 
negotiations proceed. Involved as 
part of this part of the negotiations 
is the place for the negotiations. 
The nets will insist on separate 
meetings in at least three different 
places, N. Y., Chi and the Coast. 
AFRA will want to put all the eggs 
in the N. Y. basket. 

Once this “procedural” o1 
Staritive” dispute is settled, they get 
down to seales. AFRA will ask a 
35‘) increase for actors, singers 
4nd announcers on national network 
Shows; and it will want to wipe 
differentials between regions. 

Following commercial negotia- 
lions, AFRA will want to establish 
Sustaining parity—i.e., get commer- 
Cial seales for sustaining shows. 
The latter point will make little dif- 
ference for 15-minute sustainers, but 
will mark a substantial increase, if 
won, for people working on half- 
hour sustainers 

Next will come the effectiveness 
of the contract. AFRA for once will 
Insist that only stations that recog- 
nize AFRA locally shall benefit 
from the national contracts. There 
“re network affiliates around the 
country that don’t recognize AFRA. 
The union will insist, in effect, that 
these “be read out of the network” 


#nd should not be fed programs on 


which AFRA members work. 
Alse Transcriptions 
While these major network nego- 
liations proceed, AFRA will conduct 
*nother set of talks, with transcrip- 
ion companies. Here, no central or- 
£anization is empowered to do the 


bargaining for the employers. These 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Research data, copies of speeches 


minutes of meetings and other mate- 


Wet Blankets 


CBS programming dept. has 
been running into some extra- 
curricular headaches in connec- 


‘BATTER UP’ FOR APRA AND NETS 


Spingarn Springs Into Radio Arena 
With Another Finger-Point ‘Expose 














tion with its brace of 90-minute 
rial collected or requested in con- promotion programs (Sept. 22-29) 
nection with the CBS program Man- stowcasing top talent on all wet ¢ Round of radio exposes, sparked 
agers Clinics in New York will be commercial airers. x by release of FCC’s Blue Book last 
ready for distribution in about a li seems that some of the agen- Workshop to Reprise spring, speeded on ts wav by 
month cies handling _ the sponsored yharles Siepmann’s “Radic second 
Meanwhile, the third and _ final shows have been getting temper- ‘ ° y Chance” and hitting the g money 
Clinic is in session this week (23-27) amental over the spotlighting of Day Baseball Died with Frederic Wakemann’s The 
at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel in N. Y.| talent; if they felt a character Hucksters,” will be augmented here 
William Fineshriber, Roy Langham fromh another agency’s show was First repeat broadcast on the pres- next week when Public Affairs Com- 
and Robert Kennett preside at all getting two more gag lines than | We te tet mittee, Inc. turns off the presses 
meetings and luncheons. Current] their own, the pressure boys jent cycle of Columbia Workshop |“Radio Is Yours,” a capsule-sized, 
batch of local program men embrace| went to work on the network, shows will be given this Sunday (28). | plainspoken critique of radio for the 
the small-wattage home town group.| with resultant “appeasement It's “The Day That Baseball Died,” | @ynan 
They followed the high-powered and | lines” written into the script scripted by Irvin Title. which was The paper-back pamphlet, to be 
| regional] station reps who met the CBS, incidentally, has been | g, ne a f ss iiaien toute put on sale for the usual dime, is 
two previous weeks. This was the splurging plenty of coin on the | po 7 ts sts stlesai ._ ..|understood to have an assured pre- 
| second year of what CBS has in brace of shows. particularly on CBS felt that proximity of World press circulation over 100,000 with 
mind as an annual institution. the writing end. As his first free- Series games made it a natural for} wide distribution expected n 
Talks have been given the pro- lance assignment since checking repeat, along with fact that web re-| schools and libraries throughout the 
gram men from out of town by such; out of J. Walter Thompson, Car- ce.ved an enormous fan mail ing,;country. Author is Jerome Spinge 
CBS personages as Davidson Taylor,| roll Carroll was pacted for a the reprise arn, who has had long experience in 
Edward R. Murrow, Elmo Wilson,| comedy writing contrib. It’s re- Repeat will differ from criginal| both business and government end 
Cabell Greet, Mrs. Frances Wilder, ported he’s getting $1,000 for | production only in omission of music; | f radio. 

Robert J. Tayler and Robert L each of the two shows. But that’s it’s been decided that the musical Spingarn, recently released from 

| Shayon only a small part of the budget |} score was superfluous. (Continued on page 46) 
— — = 








“AFRA will insist that | 


employ- | 
Los Angeles and | 


“sub- | 
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are venturing forth in new 
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This is the time for testing. New products 


are entering an untried market; old products 


war-born improvements are ready to be intro- 
duced; changes in price structure, in distribu- 
tion policies, in sales appeals, await accept- 


ance or rejection of an unpredictable public. 


safe and sound approach to 
problems like these is the intelligent use of test 
markets, WLW offers its advertisers and pros- 
pective advertisers a Test Market Plan, com- 
plete in scope, and so thoroughly integrated 
as to make possible any test or combination 


of tests...at remarkably reasonable cost. 


We invite your study of this plan, and of 
WLW’s facilities for implementing 1 


Contact your nearest WLW Sales Ofice— 
our representatives will be glad to go over 
Test Market Plan, created by cba 





630 Fifth Avenue 
New York 20, W. Y. 
Circle 6-1750 





360 W. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago 1, Ilinois 
State 0366 


San Francisco 4, Calif. 





The Notion’s Most Merchandise-Able Station 
Crosley Broadcasting Corporation 


Cincinnati 2, Ohio 


6381 Hollywood Bivd, 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 
Hollywood 5408 


Exbrook £033 


packages; 


1105 Mortgage Guar. Bidg. 
Atianta 3, Georgia 
Vain 5750 
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Canadian Broadcasting Corp., a 


hours on Sundays, this covering 49 be 
Canada’s population, mostly in, ter rhompson 
urban centers Latter’s 

Today, the CBC operates two net- | senting 
works serving English-speaking Ca-iwere boug 


CBC to Celebrate 10th Anni Nov. 2 


With Airers Over 3 Nat'l Networks 


plus the} 
Quebec 
and the} 


Toronto, Sept. 24. nadians 


nark the 10th birthday of the | French 


*) 


»f special programs wil 
- > ver CBC’s th = lav: the 
" rks—Dom yn, Tra yrty 
f ~y ) 
ada and F Speries Ol nall : ‘ 
: 
programs vill present the Da 
I rf i lized radio I 00a ) 
ida intl past decade, with dra- 
: . P Of 
i reports of BC perations 
, SS} 
talks fron fficials On alms a! : 
: : { . 
acnievements pius exchange Dtro- 
’ S 
erams from the American networks . 
mouth, N. S 


BBC 


Superseding the Canadian Radio 


coast-to-coast, 

serving 
Province. 
be | French networks operate 16 hours a 


rk operates 


S servic 


nal 


g t 
Savs 


Broadcasting Commission, CBC was ’ 
established Nov. 2. 1936, and given Mrs. Thackrey S KLAC 


regulatory powers over all broad- 
casting in Canada. At that time, the 
CBC inherited eight Government 


ned stations and 14 privately- 
yned stations, the CBC initially 


ing an operating network service | 2) 
six hours on weekdays and 82 erest if 
»v Art 


Dorothy 
ownel rf 


was concluded 


holdings, 
interest in the station, 
$112,500 


here this week where- | 


Sept. 24. 
now sole 
here. Deal 
250-share in- 
ormerly held 
of J. Wal- 
repre- 





—<— 


ci sc'yrne sae | FM Sets Down, Under 1% of Total; 


in N. Y. becomes WCBS, so does 

WEAF become WNBC. 
All of which has cued specula- ° nd ° 

tion as to whether ABC network | ermits pp cations um er 

will push its fight to gain com- | 3 

plete possession of that tag for 


its WJZ 
says there isn’t a chance—1! 
belongs to 
would 


he FCC 


flagship outlet. CBS | Washington, Sept. 24. 
t still | Although FCC reported last week 
them; that Ed Noble a potential of almost 1,000 FM sta- 


with tions authorized and applied for, 


to first base 


simultaneous pronouncement from 


the Radio Manufacturers As 





ry 38) 


ning to ov 


We. the 


on CBS 


volve® writing, 
attempt made to hypo the 


with an 


stanza with 
inative job 


gram has failed to achieve its poten- Even more significant to radio 
tial as an audience grabber observers here was fact that, while 

Same fermat will prevail but stars overall radio production moved up 
will be worked in, and program will); in August—reaching an all-time 
have a show biz tis p peak output ol FM sets slumped 


San Antonio 
here on Thursday (26) to a group of Ray C. Cosgrove, president of the 
agricultural authorities of the south- | Radio Manufacturers Assn., speak- 


west 


rhaul the Gulf-sponsored 
People” Sunday night show 
Shakeup is expected to in- 
producing chores, etc., 


Feeling is that the pro- 


Boies é ? T showed that, of an all-time record 
— PEOPLE T0 AL ER production of 1,500,000 radio re 
os only aé_paltry 


ceivers in August 
PEOPLE AND CHORES 13,000, or less than 1% of the total 
thy in terna pi tron 


were FM-equipped 
Ves Taken together the facts me 
that no matter how fa 


smarter, more imag- 


with FM sets 


some 6,000 to 7,000 below the July 


KCOR will play host | production figure of 20,000 units 


ing to the Electrical Industry 


t FCC speeds 
ywction on FM station requests, the 
public won't get a chance to ap- 
praise the new service until the 
radio industry has unloaded a lot of 
AM models and is ready to resell 








1] HIGHEST AUDIENCE RATINGS 


ON KNOXVILLE STATIONS 
PROGRAM 





STATION 


RATING 


/ 
/ 
/ 





J. DAVIS —- A. RUSSELL 


WNOX 


26.2 





FIBBER McGEE AND MOLLY 


25.6 





RADIO THEATRE 


WNOX 


25.3 





VOX POP 


WNOX 


24.9 





BLONDIE 


WNOX 


24.1 





CRIME DOCTOR 


WNOX 


23.6 





ALDRICH FAMILY 


WNOX 


23.4 





JAMES MELTON 





DR. CHRISTIAN 


WNOX 


22.7 





WNOX 


21.6 





SCREEN GUILD PLAYERS 





TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT 











10 good reasons why WNOX is your best buy | . . . 





REPRESENTED BY | 


BRANHAM 
Ce 











Yes. th latest C. E. Hooper 
survey shows WNOX has 10 
out of the first 11 HIGHEST 
RATING PROGRAMS...... 


Based on surveys extending from December, 1945, 
through April of this year, Sunday through Soturday 
evenings, Hooper shows WNOX, with CBS programs, 
has 10 out of the first 11, and 11 out of the first 15. 
The meaning is clear as a beacon. So many top ratings 
offer proof positive that most folk in the Knoxville area 
prefer WNOX programs — that they will hear your spot 
announcement or program message if you use WNOX, 


the station most listeners in the Knoxville area tune to 


for 10 out of their most popular 11 programs. 


Wiley qt 


10000 WATTS + 990 HC + KNOXVILLE, Tenn 








} Washington, Ine, last week, pooh. 


poohed reports that manufacturers 
were deliberately withholding FM 
from the public, and blamed the de 
lay on difficulties in tooling UD as- 
sembly lines and FCC's shifting tha 
FM band to a higher place on 


spectrum 


‘Late Fall’ 
Cosgrove said that FM sets would 
begin to come off the lines in , 


ume in September or later in 


th 

fall, with every indication that it 

would be considerably “later in the 
fall 

And no amount of talking 

g, 


(FMers point out) can alter fact 
that 8,600,000 exclusively standard 
broadcast receivers have been put 
on the market this year, less than 
40,000 with AM-FM combinations 
Meanwhile, the FCC last week 
unleashed a detailed status report 
on all FM applications and grants 
Breakdown showed _ that aS rf 
Sept. 13, there were 864 FM per. 
mits or applications; 65 FM stations 
were on the air; 270 construction 
permits had been issued: 261 other 
companies held conditional grants 
for FM operation Action on bulk 
of those with conditional approvals 
was being held up, pending re- 


| ceipt of additional engineering in- 


formation, FCC gaid 


In addition, the commission dis- 
closed it had set down 137 FM bids 








Good-Neighbor Policy 
Washington, Sept. 24 

U. S. and Canada have en- 
tered into a “gentlemen's agree- 
ment’ governing use of FM 
channels along the Canadian 
bordet Agreement provides 
that neither country shall make 
final assignment of an FM chan- 
nel within 250 miles of the bor- 
der until the action is okayed 
by the other 

Existence of the compact was 
learned this week when FCC 
revealed that three U. S. appli- 
cations for FM outlets had been 
referred to Canada for coordi- 
nation with assignments north 
of the border. The three appli- 
cants are: The News Examiner 
Corp.; Troy Broadcasting Co., 
Troy, and the Wooster-Republi- 
can Printing Co., Wooster, O 














for hearing. Another 191 applica- 
tions are awaiting action at FCC 
offices. Most of them, FCC simply 


| hasn't got around to studying. Some 


57 will move as soon as applicants 
file program plans. 

Finally, the commission said there 
were 31 FM bidders who have al- 
ready reecived two FM_ stations 
apiece and who will not be given 


|a third until the entire backlog of 


FM bids has been checked and other 
companies receive a first and second 
FM grant. 

‘Exert Pressure’ 

Latest wrinkle in FM production 
here is a monthly newsletter to 
radio dealers sent out by Ben 
Strouse, manager of WWDC, newest 


| winner of an FM permit here. 


The second in a series of such 
pep talks went out last week (19) 


|and urged D. C. dealers to exert 
| pressures on the manufacturers to 


get FM sets in production. Strouse 
wrote dealers that they could dem- 
onstrate FM by dialing into the 
Washington Post station WINX-FM, 


Or experimental outlet W3XL. 


licensed to the Commercial Radio 
Equipment Co. 

WWDC, Strouse said, would go on 
the air with temporary equipment 
shortly after Jan. 1, and would be 
broadcasting with a powerful 20 kw 


| transmitter between March and 


June, 1947. 


Marty Goodman Exits MCA 


Martin Goodman has resigned 
from the Music Corp. of America 


radio department to go on his own 
as personal manager. Parting, effec- 
tive as of Oct. 4, is amicable 
Goodman, previous to joining 
MCA, was in the radio dept. of the 
William Morris agency, and prior ‘) 
that was a showbusiness attorney 
Goodman will be personal mana- 
ger of Jean Sablon, whom he signed 
to one of the most lucrative sustain- 
ing pacts on the air. Sablon’s tak2 


|for a 15-minute weekly stint over 


CBS is $1,000, 

















Sunday Night, September 29th 
JACK BENNY 


will be back for his 
15th Year in Rado 


with 


MARY LIVINGSTONE 
PHIL HARRIS 
ROCHESTER 
DENNIS DAY 
DON WILSON 


Every Sunday-NBC Network 


7:00 P.M. Eastern Time 
6:00 P.M. Central Time 
5:00 P.M. Mountain Time 
4:00 P.M. Pacific Time 


REPEAT BROADCAST 
PACIFIC COAST STATIONS—9:30 P.M., P.T. 


peesenren BY LUCKY STRIKE -L.S./M.EF.T. 


a 
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From the Production Centres 
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~ ? ? 1" 
IN NEW YORK CITY... | 
Fred Allen to do Sheridan Whiteside role in Theatre Guild's” uiring of 
“The Man Who Came to Dinner” on Nov. 24 over ABC....J. E “Dinty 
Dovle. special events director fo WABC (CBS, N.Y.) for the last 18 


months. named news editor of the station newly-created post, with Henry 
Untermeyer su -eding as special events chiel Vinton Haywo 
fer sy displaced sacroiliac just before dress 1 ‘hearsal of NBC televisio 
“Mi Mergenthwirker's Lobblies” Sunday (22), went througn ehea i 
and the actual airing In pain, with his docto tanding by in the yntrol 
b 

Go A, littl jog, which re) Black 
no » frequ b ro the 18th floor progran g hdqs. of ¢ BS 
Ernie Martin back to Coast tot CBS. with Cy Howard following Peter 
18-vear-old son of Adele Seymour, has just t married b t is ¢ ntinu ng 
as a student at Columbia Uniy Moe Hastings. who handles the Satur- 
dav afternoon symphony program on ABC. has a book coming out in the 
spring under the Creative Age banner titled “Visitors to America It's a 
collection of biogs of foreigners who came to America and have good 
stories to tell. They range from Lafayette to Churchill Leonard Ho tol 
is checking out of Young & Rubicam talent dept., with his exit scheaulea 
within the next month or so Lester Gottlieb, of Y&R, due back todas 
(Wed.) from the Coast Wick Crider, of BBD&O, Nha: also checked 
fro the Coast Richard Pack. WOR publicity chief, to give course 1n 
I lo public wna oO { nat N. Y. 1 is 1] I sk rp i | 

ries of n ical comme! ais M 23) ( several kev stations 
cluding N. Y..s WJZ and WNEW), handled Dy Sterling Robert B 
WOR'’s feature ed, also appointed trade eaito! E. P.-H. “Jimmy” Jame 
Mutual sales exec, appointed member of NAB research committee 
Norma Roberts, Mutual’s magazine editor, quitting for domestic If 
New Haven Michael Jablons now trade editor at Mutua vith Fra 
Zuzulo upped to agency and columnist contact 

Larry Menkin, back from Coast to write a raqgio seri for Chai 
Coburn entitled “The Con Man” Earl Wilson's new book Pike’s Peak 


or Bust.” will be dissected on the air by the “Author Meets the Critics 
program day and date with its publication release, Oct. 3 Life mag may 
do a spread on it during the broadcast, over WQXR, N Y Rene Cani- 
zares. Variety's Havana mugg, broadcast the Louis-Mauriello fight by 
shortwave from N. Y., will DX the Zale-Graziano meet, Sept. 27, and 
will also do the World Series by shortwave. His sportscasts are broadcast 
in Cuba over RHC-Cadena Azul net....The “Hiroshima” four-shot show 
on ABC drew a mail of a little over 300 letters. One letter was from a 
lady who congratulated ABC “because I'm an RCA stockholder myself 
Another said: “I always liked WOR’ N. Y. Radio Directors Guild ball 
skedded for Nov. 25 in grand ballroom of Waldorf-Astoria. Tea Gannon 
director of radio for Weintraub agency, named general chairman of 
committee....“Keeping Up With Wigglesworths” now airing on 43 sta- 
tions, with Cincinnati, Baton Rouge and Hot Springs markets added 

Gertrude Scanlan, local radio manager of BBD&O's New York office, 


named national radio account rep on Wildroot account. Sister Eleanore 

takes over berth of local radio mgr....Betty Mandeville, producer-director, 

has resigned from Biow agency after nine years. She produced “FBI In 
+ 








DUEL’ WILL TOSS E-T 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 


International radio plugging will 
be included in the campaign back- 
ing David O. Selznick’s release of 


|ly distributed transcriptions to vir- 
tually every foreign station will 
mark the first time such a method 
of exploitation has been tried. 

| Howard Brown, local radio pro- 
ducer and exporter, is handling the 
deal for Selznick, while the latter 
handles production and all costs. The 
platters will be distributed gratis on 
oo basis of their quality and ap- 
| 

| 








peal catching cuffo time in exchange. 
In non-English speaking countries 


“HIRES TO YA‘" 
FOR SECOND YEAR ; 4 ied i 
HIRES SUNDAY PARTY | straight musical platters will be cir- 


|culated. Disks will be accompanied 
ABC, COAST-TO-COAST iby script material which may be 


'translated by native announcers. 





Arthur Lee Simpkins sang “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” over WBBM in 
PLUGS AROUND WORLD spiritual tribute to the late Johnnie Neblett....Walter Lurie of MBS pro- | a 


“Duel in the Sun.” The use of free- | 


| Peace and War” and directed “Crime Doctor”....G. William Anderson, 
Jr.. has joined Foote, Cone & Belding in N. Y. office as asst. to Stephen ll r 
Czufin, veepee and American Tobacco account exec....Don Ball back at ; 


CBS as asst. director of editing dept., his former post. , 

ABC web preparing a big ballyhoo for next week (1) when its N. Y. 
flagship, WJZ, celebrates its 25th anni... CBS’ veepee Ed. Murrow will Inn. 0 ¢ 0 
zo to ‘Paris in November as a member of the U. S. delegation to the n wher 
UNESCO meeting....ABC’s music editor, Dr. Harold Strickland, renew- 
ing his music classes at Hunter College. ...Leonard Carlton to Kenyon Minneapolis, Sept, 24 


| & Eckhardt as asst. producer on “County Fair,” with James Knox bowing Stanley Hubbard, founder o¢ 
‘out of that spot....Jeff Selden new continuity head, Oct. 1, at WNEW, | KSTP, local NBC outlet, today (Tues.) 





while William E. Shea quits New York to take up similar job at WHODH, | became full owner of the station 
Boston American Veterans Committee kudosed “Superman,” its chair- | through purchase of 75’ of stock 
in. Charles L. Bolte, appearing on the air on the show last week for the | outstanding He had owned the 
purpose Add writers on Jimmy Durante-Garry Moore show: Stan Davis | other 25‘ 
ind Elon Packard N. Y. to D. C.: Wahoo LaHay, of N.W. Ayer, in | Hubbard, president and genera} 
’ with Phil Spitalny air preem next Sunday from Constitution | manager of the station, had ope: ited 
Hall New package outfit specializing in political and relief programs | it since he founded it 19 years ago 
as been formed in New York under title Feature Productions. Heading | by purchase of KFOY and WAmp 
¥a ition are Walter Lewis. former managing director WTNJ, Trenton stock. Purchases were made from 
NJ. Peter Roland. Hollywood film research and Ff st E. Hofheins, | Frank Brown estate, 500 shar and 
former UNRRA officer. Lytton Shields estate, 1,000 


shares, 


Brown and Shields had backed Hub. 


IN HOLLYWOOD °° ¢ e | bard in the original venture 
It's now official that Bob Ballin, recently made a veepee by Ruthrauff | Indicated purchase price would 
& Ryan, heads up the Hollywood operation relieving Nate Tufts, who goes | put station value at about $110,000. 
‘ast to become account exec for the agency on a new piece of business | Ramsey county probate court, St 
Sam Pierce moves up as supervisor of production. Realignment was made | Paul, permitted ransier of 111 
yy Merritt “Pete” Barnum, who also had a few talks with Frank Morgan shares from the Brown estate held 
ative to blocking the move of the Pall Mall account from R & R to | 1! name of James Brown, minor son, 
Foot Cone & Belding due Sept. 28 Tom Breneman’s abscessed ear may Deal will be submitted to the FCC 
rce him to < short his vacation for treatment t the Mavo clink | f r approval It was inlicipated 
I Quinn now captaining the rewrite squad for Mel Blan John | that the FCC might forego the 
G | branching off into the transcription b s with five-minute sual 60 y Nall , ( rf 
Vest Pocket Mysteries” and “Marketing” as the initial sellers Sheilah u msaction being what if No 
Graham's cinema chit chat on Don Lee renewed by Rayve while a national | CM@ns¢ 1 management is foreseen 
eal pends Bing Crosby cut four records for Philco from Thursday | 
h Sunday. He'll hunt deer and pheasant on his Nevada ranch be- 'Schreiber’s Top WGN \) ot 
tarting the next batch Ray Sinatra taps the downbeat on the Bob D 
B show, taking over from Gordon Jenkins who this season is ex : ag a 
to Dick Haymes and Auto-Lite Carol Richards, staff singer at Frank Schreiber was ‘appointed 


KSTP, St. Paul, won Bob Hope's “Cinderella slipper’ and opens in the | executive director of WGN last week 


cal spot If she works out she will be permanent replacement for | by Coiji. Robert R. McCormick, editor 
Frances Langford....Jane Lait doing a whale of a press job for Philco’s and publisher of the Chicago Tribe 
B. Crosby and Burl {ves Maestro Claude Sweeten hospitalized after | une, which owns the station. Move 


vere heart attack. NBC’s Alex Robb still in critical condition....KNX | was an uppance for Schreiber, who's 
Newcaster Nelson Pringle was guilty of questionable taste when he bulle- | been general manager of the station 
tined the passing of G. W. Hill in this flippant manne1 “George Wash- | for the past few years. He succeeds 
ington Hill is dead; yes, George Washington Hill is dead.” He defended | Chesser M Campbell, who was 


it as a sober paralleling of Luckies slogan Name guestars will be | named treasurer of the Trib. Latter 
called in when Phil Baker pitches “Take It Or Leave” here for nine | also retains title of veepee and ad 
veeks or more....Just when it looked like “Man Called X"” would be | manager for the papet 

Frigidaire’s new entry, the client pulls a surprise and renews “Hollywood A Trib staffer since 1918, Schreiber 
Star Time.” Also in the running were Arthur Godfrev’s “Talent Hunt” | now takes complete charge of WGN. 
and a show built around Monty Woolley....Hastings Piston Ring bought aaa 

“Michael Shayne” for a Mutual spread after being confined to the coast Lawrence, Mass. — Frederick P. 
Don Lee network for Union Oil. Latter will replace it with a mystery | Laffey, discharged from the Army 
show of its own creation....Marlyn Maxwell is the featured singer with | with the rank of Sgt., is returning 


Abbott and Costello....Tom Conway replaced Basil Rathbone as Sher- | to WLAW here as chief announcer, 
lock Holmes for Kreml. Rathbone is going back to the theatah " 


IN CHICAGO . . . / Do You Need 











duction dept. in town for confab with midwest execs....Doroth¥ Hamil- 
ton, ex-Wave, on WGN public relations staff....Dick “Two-Ton” Baker Rehearsal Hall? 
laid up with laryngitis, with Jeanne McKenna subbing in his spot on WGN 
.David J. Kempkes, NBC central division engineer and rel Army FOR YOUR BAND 
captain, awarded Legion of Merit for service in African-Middle East the- RADIO PROGRAM 
atre....RKO pix promoting “The Stranger” via station breaks and e.t.’s on LEGITIMATE PRODUCTION 
practically every station in town....M. Michael Brown will head new 
radio dept. for James J. McGuinn and Associates, new Chi public relations We have available a large ballroom 
firm. Diak Enroth will do color and Jack Brickhouse play-by-play on |{|/—-Monday to Friday mornings and 


| football games aired over WGN this season....Geraldine Kay added to afternoons. 
| ‘““Ma Perkins” cast....Gil Hix, WLS newscaster, resigned....Rev. Hugh STAGE 36xi2 
| Calkins will do 13 Thursday morning broadcasts on parent- child problems WITH FULL EQUIPMENT 


over MBS, starting Oct. 3....ABC’s bowling team is a combo of execs R 

) ‘ S, ATES 
Jim Stirton, Gil Berry, Karl Sutphin, Garry Vernon, Fred Dickinson and comamuman ubeaton 
Frank Coveney....Roy Franklin, former program manager of WCFL. 


taking over assistant-boss job at a Savannah. Ga., station....Ade Hult, Phone SU. 7-3000, Banquet 
| veepee of MBS midwest division, off on business hop to D. C. and N. Y. Department 
Don McNeil, “Breakfast Club” emcee, teed off the local Community 


Fund Drive by addressing 650 volunteer workers....Gene Autry gave RIVERSIDE PLAZA HOTEL 


WBBM a sagebrush-and-prairies touch Sunday (22) Lonny Lunde, 10 

: gebr ( : ay (22 J y L ; - D STREET 
year-old Quiz Kid and composer, is a songwriter on the side, latest com- BPR ig Bi. Rhy NEW YORK 
position being, “You've Got Blues, Oh Brother. You've Got Blues” 






































~ 
_REQUESTFULLY YOURS” 
uit i PROVES IT 
' Wand Paul Brenner, 
ue every early evening 
© delivers in North 


Jersey- 


(34 TIMES AS MANY FAMILIES per dollar 
as any New York network station... 
At least 2 TIMES AS MANY FAMILIES per dol- 
lar as any New York independent station! 


Another Reason Why... 


WAAT delivers more listeners per dollar 
in North Jersey—America’s 4th Largest 
Market*—than any other station, includ- 
ing all 50,000 watters! 


Source: Pulse of North Jersey and Standard Rate and Dote (Excluding tolent costs) 

"De vow realize this market 

contains over 3M million 
people; mere then these 14 
cites combined: Kensas City. 
Indianapolis, Rochester, 
Denver, Atlante, Toledo, 
Omeheo, Syracuse, Rich- 
mond, Harttord, Des Moines, 
Spokene, Fort Wayne, Dailies. 








































“DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR NEW JERSEY’S BEST RADIO BUY 
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UOPWA Victory Bumps 
' Off Old-Line IATSE, IBEW 
In CBS Union Elections 


Two old-line unions—the Interna- 


‘tional Alliance of Theatrical &nd LS. /f, 
| Stage Employees, and the Interna- ) /; ‘ 
| tional Brotherhood of Electrical ¢ CO toe CH 
| Workers, both AFL—took a licking 
| in the final count of the CBS col- 
| lective bargaining elections com- oO N A S YMPH O N 7 sss 
| pleted yesterday afternoon (Tues- 
| day) by the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board. The elections were 
held June 14. 

For the citywide white collar unit, 


* 

. ? 

the winner is a CIO union, the Ra- thats 
dio Guild of the United Office and 
Professional Workers of America. 


| This outfit got 338 ballots out of a 
total of 796, or three more than a 


clear majority. IBEW was third on ALL O VE R T H E I ND IANAP O L I S 


the balloting, having got 104 votes, 
as against 212 for no union at all. | BUYING AREA WHERE LISTENERS 
IATSE came in ’way behind, with; 
only 135 votes. 

In separate balloting for Meetiie| DEMAND Q U A L I TY PR O G RA M S 
in CBS television, it was a fight be-; 
tween two AFL unions, IATSE and} 
the newly chartered Radio Directors 

Guild. RDG won by a vote of 8 to | 
5. While the total here, 13, is very 
small, the battle presages an impor- 


BASIC NBC ° 5000 WATTS 
tant precedent on who is to control 
television unions in the future. JOHN E. PEARSON COMPANY Representatives 


Prince George, B. C.- CKPG joins | AFFILIATED WITH THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
the CBS Trans-Canada Network, 


Oct. 1 as a supplementary station. | 


| 
| 
' 


LIKE THE NAME OF 





On the air as an indie since last | 
February, the outlet, a 250-watter. ‘ 
‘is on the 1230ke band. DET AWW TZ AYVNYVZ/ ANY" aww we” a~ww Fama 
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d CBS Affiliate 
Enters Black-White 


Washington, Sept. 24. 
A second CBS affiliate hopped 
aboard the low-band _ television 
pandwagon last Thursday (19) when 





FCC handed out a permit to the 
Louisville (Ky.) Times and Courier- 
Journal, licensee of WHAS, to set! 


up a $150,000 black-and-white video 


station. ; 
The first Columbia affiliate to 


desert the CBS high-frequency color | 
the Dallas 
(Tex.) Times licensee of 
KBLD, which black-and- 
white video license the first week in 
September. 

Both stations are 50 
basic CBS outlets, who apparently 
decided to risk .their chances on 
the present-day type of video trans- | 
rather than hold off until | 
or some other system of | 
of color tele becomes commercial. | 

On the other side of the 
WTAG, Worcester, Mi another | 
CBS affiliate, dropped its black 
white tele application early 
summer, with the explanation that 
it was waiting for color. At same 
iime, FCC last week handed out one 


school was 
Herald 


its 


television 


got 


kilowatt 


mission 
the CBS 


fence 


and 
this |} 


of the first video permits to be} 
used for non-commercial video 
Grantee is Iowa State | 


operation. 
College of Agriculture and Mechanic 
Arts, Ames, Iowa. 


Chi Agencies and Clients 
To Get Full Tele Briefing 
In R&R-Sponsored Meet 


Chicago, Sept. 24. 

To inform client and agency ac- 
count executives of developments 
and new trends in television, and to 
show how advertisers are taking ad- 
vantage of the new medium, first in 
a series of television symposiums is 
slated for Wednesday and Thursday, 


Oct. 16 and 17, in Ruthrauff and 
Ryan offices here. Meet was orig- 
inally set for Sept. 18 and 19 and 


is being brought about in conjunc- 
tion with the Electric Association of 
Chicago, who recently completed the 


groundwork for a canipaign to es- 
tablish Chicago as a top ranking 
television center. 


Delay was brought about to per- 
mit the agency to take advantage 
of National Television Week, spon- 
sored by TBA and the TBA con- 
vention, when they intend bringing 
the latest information and _ 1947 
video plans to personnel and clients. 

With national advertisers signing 
long range contracts and set manu- 
facturers allocating at least 20% of 
their production to the Chicago area, 
the symposium has developed top 
interest. 

One of the principal reasons for 
the symposium is to present a clear 
and factual picture of the new me- 
dium to prospective users of tele- 
Vision. 


All Chi Tele Time Sold 
Under Pro-Rated Sked 


Chicago, Sept. 24. 

Response to new rate card based 
On the number of sets in use in 
this area has sold out all available 
commercial time on Balaban & Katz 
television station WKB, it was an- 
nounced last week by Bill Eddy, 
Station director. 

Since the number of receivers in 
the areas govern both rates and com- 
mercial time allocations, WBKB 
execs, claiming they’re holding out 
for only the best of sponsored shows, 
are still keeping a high percentage 
of time open for public service pro- 
grams, Eddy said. Meanwhile, con- 
fabs with prospective national spon- 
sors indicate an extension of time 
Schedules, 


Relay Snafues Telegrid 


Telecast of the Army-Villanova 
football game last Saturday (21) by 
WNBT (NBC, N. Y.) underwent a 
forced cancellation through the in- 
ability of NBC engineers to get a 
relay system in working order be- 
tween N. Y. and West Point in time 
for the game. WNBT substituted the 
Yankee-Athletic baseball game, 
Played at Yankee Stadium, N. Y. 

What arrangements were made 
With the sponsor of the football 
ame, Goodyear Tire & Rubber, was 
not disclosed. Next skedded Army 
£ame is with Oklahoma on Saturday 





(28) and NBC hopes to have the 
Telay system installed by then. 


Par’s Raibourn-to Head | 


TBA Awards Committee, 


Paul Raibourn, Paramount vee- 
pee, prexy of Television Productions 
and a board member of the Tele- | 

| 





vision Broadcasters Assn.. has been | 
named chairman of the TBA awards 
committee, which will decide eis. | 
ners of the TBA awards of merit | 


this year. Awards, for outstanding | 


Paris Delegates Now View 
Conference on Video Sets 


Installed by French Govt. 


Paris, Sept. 24. 


Delegates to the Paris Peace Con- 
ference are now enabled to watch 


proceedings on the screens of tele- | 


vision sets, installed in the ancient 


Fashions Enter Video As Agency 


Takes On ‘Powers Charm’ Via ABC 


Marking the first time in television 
that an ad agency has taken over 
sponsorship of a show, with 


the | 


video should make the medium a 
natural for plugging fashions. 


Under terms of the deal, three of 
the agency’s clients will take over 


contributions to the technical and Luxembourg Palace by Radio Dif- | Clients coming in later on a part.ci- | aa ey + ° na 
|commercial advancement of video fusion Francaise System works | pating basis, the Chernow Co., Inc.. on a participating basis each week. 
will be presented at the udehaaaaieal similarly to that employed at kab. deed “itt AGO eetodie Show, with Powers and some of his 
| ep é , “gan 4h. | Hunter College, N. Y., during the _—— , television tO | models in the cast, has been on a sus- 
'BA convention, scheduled for the|.. : Bf, 4 , Guring the |, kroll the “Jol = “apes tai * teal = ne tae 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., Oct. 10-11 United Nations Security Council — —— sone Robert Powers | taining basis Over WABD for the last 
: ] meetings, when tele sets were in- Charm School” for 13 weeks, start- | two weeks. Format follows the same 
Others on the awards committee | stalled in the press lounge ing Oct. 3. Shows will be produced | lines as the “Powers Charm School” 
a Waltey Howie American Video sets with a 12x8 inch scree n “f oo ieee baat en foo yess a — a wer 
eekly editor: Eric Odgins 13. oe ages agency chief and his mannequins 
peer ‘ae Py bn ona were placed in the salon outside the ; demonstrating tips on pene. ng. 
; fi : — —— a main conference room. where dele- Price the agency paying for the ’ Ses we Pig 2 
Nichols, This Week editor: Edward | gates can sit and watch the pro-|Show was not disclosed. Most of irkciae ag appication, — ~ 
Barrett, Newsweek exec director: ceedings in comfort. French radio |Chernow’s 106 clients are fashion benefit of women listeners 
F. RB. Lack, Western Electric vee- system is using a 450-line picture | Manufacturers and the agency had Harvey Marlowe, ABC television 
pee; Charles Butterfield, AP radio for the event, indicating that French |More than $1,500,000 in ad billings production chief, will continue as 
editor; Dr. Alfred N. Goldsmith. In- experiments with the 1,000-line im- | /@st year. Agency reps pointed out producer of the show. 
sutute of Radio Engineers veepee, | ages have not yet been developed | that the fashion industry ranks next > 
and Paul J. Larsen, board member sufficiently for working purposes.|tO the automotive industry as the | 
and chairman of the tele committee | Telecasts are still on trial. but if | largest advertiser in the country but, R | Editi B k T | 
of the Society of Motion Picture they prove successful, several more | for obvious reasons, has never gone oya I ng 00 on e € 
| Engineers. ‘sets will be installed for the benefit | iN much for radio. New show. thev New book on television, with con- 
of the working press uid, will give fashion advertisers a | tributions by most of the NBC video 
Considerable difficulty was en nance eC Vhat video can do fol staffers, is slated for ear ly public: - 
Denver—Vick Chemical, through countered at first. since special n tion by McGraw-Hill Edited by 
Morse International agency, is spon- antenna had to be constructed fo1 In line with this. Paul B. Mow: John F. Royal, NBC exec veepee 
soring “Shorty, Sue and Sally” in| the thickwalled palace, Difficulty was | national Grater of “ABC aah ae over television, the book is titled 
ey b cera gs gli Bed the phe taggers pigs yo dele- clared that “it's my firm conviction Television Production Problems 
oneany.  hawe Bo hg Bsc ser llige At wend Pagnlg mone roe tna the fashion industry will be- Most of the chapters consist of 
ture “saddle rockin’ rhythm” west- hones ‘the Eiffel leg er at psi rar ome of the top spenders in adaptations from lectures given dur- 
ern music. . in Paris 4 , ngN point rae ogy ; Mowrey pointed out | ing the television workshop course 
aris. that the visual aspects inherent in! at Columbia Unive rsity last year, 
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A COWLES STATION 


WOL 


“THE VOICE OF WASHINGTON” 


Represented nationally by 


THE. KATZ AGENCY, 














INC. 





quarter hours of NEW local business—all on a 52- 


week basis—were signed up by WOL in the thirty- 


day period ending August 15. 


registers quickly and economically. 


abilities from Katz today. 


Proof positive that 5000-watt WOL is first choice in the nation’s seventh- 


largest city with locol advertisers, whose advertising hos to ring cosh 


Profit by the preference of these on-the-spot sponsors—get WOL avoil- 
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US. Invites World to Radio Powwow 


To Bring 1932 Madrid Treaty to Date 


Washington, Sept. 24. * 


_ : . , | 
The United States, through the 
International Telecommunications | 
Bureau in Switzerland, last week 


issued invitations for a world radio | 
conference, to open April 15, 1947, 
in or near Washington. 
The mew 


to bring up to date the old Madrid 


conference is necessary 


Convention of 1932, which still gov- 
erns international use of radio. Use 
of shortwave channels and a host of 
other new radio services which have 
sprung up in hitherto unused ranges 
of the spectrum will be discussed at 
the parley. 

The State Dept. issued the invi- | 
tation as the White House tardily an- 
nounced names of the official U. S 
delegation, which left Washington 


attend a 


yesterday (Monday) to 

special five-power radio parley in 
Moscow, opening September 28 
The Moscow meeting is a _ pre- 
liminary one at which no binding 
agreements will be made. Francis 
Colt de Wolf, head of the State 


Dept. Telecommunications Division, 
headed a delegation of 14 Govern- 
ment experts and seven aides. Other 
parties to the five-power meet are 
Great Britain, France and China. 





WOLL WITHDRAWS AS 
PETRILLO PROSECUTOR 


Chicago, Sept. 24. 


Withdrawal of U. S. attorney J. 


Albert Woll from prosecution of 
James C. Petrillo, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians prez, was an- 
nounced here by Woll on his return 
from Washington, D. C., where he 
had gone to ask that his office be | 
relieved of handling the case and 
that a special assistant attorney 


general be assigned instead. 

Woll gave no reason for his with- 
drawal from the case, in which 
Petrillo is charged in a criminal in- 
formation with violation of the Le« 
Act prohibiting a union from fore- 


ing radio stations to hire “unneeded 


| musicians. However, it’s pointed out 


that Woll’s father, Matthew Woll, is 
a veepee of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in which Petrillo 


holds a similar office. 
Move to have Woll withdraw was 
instigated by Dr. Joseph E. Maddy, 


director of the National Music Camp 
at Interlochen, Mich., who was re- 
‘cently expelled from AFM. 


| 





Harmon’s E.T. Football 


Forecasts Follow Rams | 


Chicago, Sept. 24. 

Deal lined up for Tom Harmon to 
predict the most important football 
results of the week this season is an 
unusual one in the electrical tran- 
| scription field, inasmuch as Harmon 
isn't exactly in a position to be ob- 
jective in his prognostications. He's 
very the game 
itself as 
position with the Los Angeles Rams 


much in the swing ol 


a result of his quarterback 


Recording equipment will be 
lugged around the country, follow- 
ing the Rams, and platters will be 
flown back to Criterion Radio Pro 


which owns the pack- 
out to 


ductions, Chi, 
shipped 


age, to oe 


in various markets are Kay Daumit 
(men's toiletries) and Clipper Craft 
Clothes. 
nights, depending on availabilities, 
for 13 weeks starting this week. 





CHI RADIO CLUB ELECTS 
Chicago, Sept. 24 

Chi's Radio Management Club 
| elected new officers at a meeting 
jlast week Officers are Holman 
Faust, prez; Mark Smith, veepee; 
|Kay Kennely, secretary, and Ken- 
| neth Shepard, treasurer. Outgoing 
officers were named trustees. 

Wesley Nunn, ad manager of 
Standard Oil, addressed the group 
on future plans of Chi’s Federated 
| Advertisers. 


stations | 
from here. Among sponsors lined up | 


It’s for Thursday or Friday , 








NEW BLOOD GETS FCC | 
LICENSE PREFERENCE 


Washington, Sept. 24. 
FCC followed its usual pattern of 


preferring a radio newcomer to a 


company with other radio news- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| called it 


paper holdings when it ended a bit- | 


ter three-way contest here last week 
(20) and awarded a standard station 
permit to the Star Broadcasting Co. 
of Geneva, N. Y. At the same time, 
the commission turned down the 
competing bids of the Finger Lakes 
Broadcasting Co. of Geneva, and the 
Seneca Broadcasting Co. of Roches- 
ter, for the same facilities, 


Decision, FCC said, was based on 
fact that Geneva had greater need 
than Rochester for radio. service. 
And as between the Geneva appli- | 
cants, the Star Co. had no other | 


radio holdings, and its directors 
were local people who would active- 
ly participate in management of the 


station. Gordon Brown, principal in 
Finger Lakes, already operates 
WSAY, Rochester, and planned to 
|spend only two days a week in 


Geneva, if he got okay for a second 
station there. 
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Bi BROOKLINE AVENUE, BOSTON 15, MASSACHUSETTS 





Heceptance da The YANKEE NETWORK'S Foundation 


THE. YANKEE NETWORK, inc. 


Member of the Mutual Broadcasting System 


Represented Nationally by EDWARD PETRY & CO,, INC, 








highly - controversial 


FCC 
Blue Book is just a Sucker-list for 
the Reds, said Justin Miller. presi 


dent of the Nationa] Assn. of Broad 
ads 

casters, in a speech before the N.Y 
Rotary Club last (19) He 
: e 


“a rich source of material 


week, 


for the unscrupulous and unwary” 
who are interested in d¢ , 

: stroying th 
he 
free radio which only Americans 

. . | an 
enjoy 


In a speech devoted mostly to 1d- 
ministrative law, Miller stated that 
the Communist Party wants to tak 
over free institutions in America > 


did Hitler in Germany, and that 
the present cFiticisms vented against 
radio (as the Blue Book) played 
into totalitarian hands Just as it 
was the fashion a generation ‘ago 
to make fun of Rotary, he said $0 
is at fashionable today to berate 
raqalo., 


Claiming that the FCC is arrogat. 
ing powers to itself not given it by 
Congress, Miller went on to Say: 

All in One Boat 

“Radie, press, 
tures are in the 
government can 
control all Its 
Constitution 


and motion 
same boat 
control 
powers 


pics 
If the 
one, it can 
under the 


are no greater with 
respect to radio broadcasting than 
with respect to any other medium 


of communication The proponents 
of the Blue Book use the argument 
of scarcity. But if radio channels 
are scarce, so is newsprint and raw 
film And the fact is that radio 
channels are becoming much less 
scarce, what with FM and Pulse 
Modulation—a fact which is seri- 


ously embarrassing the advocates of 
the Blue Book philosophy. Further- 


more, if radio can be censored by 
FCC, then facsimile broadcasting 
can be censored And FX is noth- 
ing other than a radio-transmitted 
newspaper 

“The Blue Book is only one of 
many criticisms currently directed 
against radio. A woman called me 


recently and complained that people 
on the radio were saying ‘vetran’ 
rather than ‘veteran.’ She wanted 
to invoke the power of the appro- 


priate Government agency to cure 
what she considered an egregious 
error. Of course she was in good 
faith. But she didn’t realize that 


in trying to correct so trivial and 
inconsequential a thing as a slight 
mispronounciation she was willing 
to invoke and acquiesce in the ex- 
ercise of power that could be the 
end of free radio, free communica- 
tion, free government. 

“But, consciously or unconsciously, 
such criticisms of radio as the Blue 
Book do tend to obfuscate people 
like the good woman who didn’t like 
to hear ‘veteran’ mispronounced. 
If such confusion becomes suifici- 
ently widespread, the way will have 
been paved for the government to 
take radio over—and to take the 
press and motion pictures over. 

“And that, I submit, is the Com- 
munistic technique.” 





‘Quiz-Down’ Moppet Show 
~ Wins School Board OKs; 


Resumes in Chicago 


Chicago, Sept. 24. 

“Quiz-Down,” moppet show 1 
which kids of average intelligence 
answer queries supplied by listeners, 
and OK'd by teachers of Chi public 
and parochial schools, will be re- 
sumed Oct. 5 over WLS. ; 

The package, backed by the Chi 
Daily Times and WLS, has enjoyed 
fine success here, and is making 
other cities cognizant of show's P° 
tentialities. Newspaper-station come 
bo sponsorship of this package has 
extended to Detroit, also in its sec 
ond year of production, St. Lou's, 
Pittsburgh, San Diego, Miami, Kala- 
mazoo, Mich., and Zanesville, Oh10- 

Original idea for show was the 
brainchild of Carol Moody, who in- 
troduced package in Ithaca, N. Y. 
Idea spread to Chi, where WLS and 
Daily Times took a flier and ended 
up with a golden egg. 

Student quiz teams are composed 
of six members each, and participa 
ting team supplying most correct an 
swers are presented pen and pencil 
sets. Success of program is seen by 
fatt that local educational boards are 
singing praises of program for what 
it does in developing study among 
youngsters interested in being on the 
Saturday package. 


Blue Book a Red Herring to Miller 
As NAB Prexy Waves Rotarian Flag 
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{ FM CIO-PAC Readies Wax | ed V Los Gl Ri h 4 
all Markets, FM To Get Kicked ncorporated Vets Lose GI Rights 
| 
The CIO Political Action Commit- | 
_ Problemt of athe neophyte i-|NETS’ BOFF JOB [terest in she plans since the outst, CINCY GRID CASTS IN [a crcl’ anheuncorporate to set up 
Chicago, fits from the Veterans Administra- 














Campaign Airers; 
d P| N RB ; For Campaign Airers; . % 
| iad . . 
Around Plenty at NAB Convention To Hit 450 Districts’ = As ‘Self-Employed’ in Allentown 
Washington, Sept. 24. * | tee unfolded its album of radio plans | —e te 
Problems of the grass roots AM | P + Washington, Sept. 24. 
censees will receive major attention founded by the late Sidney Hillman, | vote fulltime to the project without 
NAB's upcoming convention in (0) C r plans to reach 450 Congressional dis- | : PRE as LPS ey 
> Oct. 21-24, according to a N WALLA E XIT tricts so Pl with pth esr tee INDIVIDUAL DISARRAY compensation may not receive bene- 


agenda released here last Washington, § ‘ local groups ready to s nd s sabi . : ‘ 9 . 
detailed ak « , : nes } a on, ept 24 € ) pen izeabdie Cincinnati. Sept 24. ee on "‘eaehomimahaine r ee ae 
week. With special sessions sched- ee 
‘led the wee watters amd the in- ; a 
vled fo! ‘ulate FM’ers. NAB is pronto and handsomely Friday (20) 
corset Samia is la ; Platters prepared by the organiza- . 1 . 
looked aking a wise play for |1n handling the biggest story this | ;; ee rganiza a3 s _ ’ ’ down the request of five vet owners 
looked on aS Making a e pi , Lest § J Ae tion national office in N Y. were their Cincy affiliates. WLW ay re 


chunks of coin on the air during this " - aan : : 
year's elections Neither NBC nor CBS football nessmen. This much was made cle: 


, aS usual, came through 
here last week when VA _ turned 





casts this season will be aired by 





lissident factions within | tov had in s t} t} the Penn-Allen’ Broadcasting 

, f most dissident factions hin |} town has id in some months—the | not deemed to mpress trade TEKRC. r t ] ’ ; P 

wo o1 mé not aqeemeda too impressive Dy trade | WKRC respectively. Yet both sta-!Corp. FM outlet at Al to. } 

| a © I S| \ | A ia ole rT i uULIe TL at d € 1OoOW?Nn « 

its membersnip firing of Sec etary of Cr mmerce opservers The Vv contained star names 4 ns wy . . foy “her efit . lien of comr 

. , 7, , ’ } i ‘ . rh : tions ill have gridiron programs I benefits ir fu «(Of npensa- 
Opening day of the convention will ee —Betty Garrett, The Mariners, Greg- g prod 

headline FM discussions, W ith Acting ory Peck, William Bendix, and Kay |" Saturday afternoons through the T fj I 1 

I e : ’ ; . . ’ aes ~—— < eo. <— re five vets, neadedad DY KRayn 

FCC chairman Charles R. Denny WRC, the NBC o & o outlet, beat | Kyser—but the names are not ex-| fall Kok i t k r vat 

‘ > » NA by . amy a ; J <a — ee +4) ohn, president, sank a their 

kevnoting. At ihe same time NAB | the town by sending a special events | ploited. Content is mostly jingles and WLW, which also is linked with dougt nd that of th ‘ ve nto 
‘ : | se. : } ne . } a 2n <¢& < oO e ‘Ss Inte 

has given over the entire morning |crew equipped with wire recorder | spiels. Some of the platters are cper Mutual, has booked that web's foot- I All sak FM : 1 I 

vas : som he piat al oa i : an +1, the Allentown FI] They in- 

of Oct. 23 to small market stations, | to Wallace's office in time to catch | ender: ball series, kicking off Sept. 28 with | , ae t 

, 2 ; rs. ‘ é : : . = corporatec as a maitel 0 cone- 

‘ + leadership of NAB director |him reading his brief letter of resig- : 5 the Notre Dame-lIllinois tilt. All are 5 

under leac I £ Beside the spots, 15-minute script- venience and thereby lost all] rights 


‘ ¢ ar . at the Deg ‘ . » ba Ss nsore bv he J 5 f } te- 
J. Allen Brown and Marshall H. nation to the pres Mutual promptly ed “forums” and dramatic sketches. ponsored by the Uz S. Army Re 1s Si Neneh aadinntiie nivae salt 
Pengra, chairman of the Small Mar- | notified Bruce Catton, Wallace’s top PAC } cruiting division. This arrangement §°* , Pe eet ee ; F 
‘ Bic f ; 





oe eek ae anckeiiblia oe be , ily | 
kets executive committee {publicity man, that it would clear sleteer ba ie, hai cata. " Saif. crowds WCPO out of the Mutual “tlie who start their own 
With over 1,000 broadcasters ex- | any segment of night time for a Wal-| pour broadcast it will have J , | Picture, the Scripps-Howard statio ltl al admitting that tl ets 
pected at the Chicag meetings, | lace talk and ABC came through | p, wie Cine: Matte Cite De Hav. | also sharing Ot OR Oe ea .. ; igh admit ing , at 7 3 
NAB announced that over 859 ad-j| with a specific offer of a night half | jjya, and George C he Crosley 50,C0 ( sb vate wortsis g for hemselve ; 
nee registrations are already onjhour, with CBS also offering to| cheauled for airing a few davs be.|SUTPrise deal comes off wok, |the VA's solicitor last. week ruled 
_ Make Cie avasievre, fore the balloting (Continued on page 46) th e GI Bill er Rights po the f - oa 
The Schedule | Decision was to use a four-net- Grecter emphasis is being placed —— that thev wane rit employed 
Schedule of events at radio's first | work hookup that night for the less|on spot plugs this year than ever|national issues. During the °44 elec-; by the corporation. Any other in- 
fulldress get-together since pre-war | than five-minute speech in which] before, largely because the cam-|tions, when the campaign wus na-|terpretation of the GI Bill, VA said, 
gg 8 Bertani sie | Wallace explained his position and | paigns are local in nature in spite of| tional, platters were used most ex- would lead to abuses in disposal of 
NAB president Justin Miller will! future ideas to the nation the fact that they're concerned with'tensively of any radio means benefit payments 
deliver opening address, Tuesday, | == z —_ ee with 'tensively of any | ) 
Oct. 22, at 10 A. M. | 


Sunday, Oct. 20, will be devoted | 
io pre-convention registration, fron 
10 A. M. until 5 P. M. 

Several of the NAB’s standing 
executive committees will hold ses- 
sions Monday morning, Oct. 21, with 
the afternoon given over entirely to 
FM and facsimile. NAB board of 
directors will meet in closed session 
Monday night. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 22, plans call fo! 
a breakfast under auspices of the 
Chicago Radio Management Club. 
Tuesday afternoon will feature dis- 
cussion of programming and report 
of the Broadcast Measurement 
Bureau. 

Wednesday's schedule includes | 
music copyright, small market sta- 
tions, public relations and NAB 
business discussions. At this last 
session, directors-at-large witli be 
elected, and the membership will | 
vote on amendments to NAB by- 
laws. A panel of experts will dis- | 
cuss freedoms of press and radio at | 
# no-host dinner that evening. 

Final day's schedule will include | 
talk by a Civil Aeronautics Adminis- | 
tration official, and retail and broad- 








| 
| 























Cast advertising clinics. Sign-off | 
banquet will end formal convention | | 
Thursday night, ( 
Albert D. Lasker Sez 
He Had Nothing to D 
e e b ] . } 
With Luckies’ Switch 
: New York 
Editor, Varirry: 
In speaking of the transfer of the 
Be nny and Morgan shows from one | 
advertising agency to another, you | 
State: - 
“The story goes that Hill During the first two weeks of September an And, of the 410 replies, these were divided as 
promiont A. D. Lasker, the ex- electrical power strike threatened to paralyze follows: . 
rd & Thomas chieftain, who Pi ; : } i this 
, ; = ittsburgh, Pennsylvania for the third time this 
is ee with playing a major on é . Housewives Business Men 
role in building the American year. or 
r ' . ° SPS beescdsedeneseas 37.2% KDKA...... édaweceaai 35.9% 
Tobacco empire, that the tobac- All five Pittsburgh stations made every effort ae ~ 
os eeeonal weak came den be os aiishs Une aida a4 0 dovdladed, KDKA....... canbaendy 36.2% ree racasocee ntl 
returned to FC&B (outgrowth > ‘ STATION X...........10.2% STATION X...........15.3% 
of the Lord & Thomas agency ) When the strike threat abated after a court STATION Y........... 8.2% STATION Y........... 12.3% 
~ full. Knowing that death was injunction, an independent research organization STATION Z........... 8.2% STATION Z........... 7.4% 
mapve tres ‘aan te bcan - made personal interviews, asking 500 Pittsburgh 
ve from C) Z ° — . os hh : . ° 
In justice to the facts, I must deny business men and housewives this question; Certainly, we take our hats off to the leader, 
a Statement in its entirety. And “Which Pittsburgh station, in your KDKA ... one of America’s oldest stations... 
Be ee ee ae Oe Sennen © opinion, gave you the best service dur- having 50,000 watts and affiliated with NBC. 
Print my denial as I am to have you . ¢ i. smannenciest” ; ‘ f ; 
Co so. I have had no connection ing the power strike emergencies: But we point with pride to KQV’s amazing re- 
ei pe advertising business in #ny The results from 410 who expressed opinions sponse, especially among the women who had 
a -atire . } . . . 
Reed s Theme te 4 oe or were: an opportunity all day and in the evening to 
- c é uldated, i- * er te . 
til the present time i fact Boat Re eee es 36.1% select the station giving them the best service. 
1 retired from the business, 1 liqui- AF F< aR en enters 33.2% They knew that in the previous emergencies KQY 
a Lord & Thomas so that I | ER eee 12.7% was first with the news... a service that won for 
oO} > . ¢ 2 } . . . 7 6<é 
cei ag: Meo nr ed from the ae 10.2% us this year a Variety Magazine ‘Oscar’ for ‘‘out- 
) whic a een engaged | ws “ys es *s 
for 45 years. That there might be STATION Z.... 2... eee eee seveeee 7.8% standing spot news coverage. 
no misunderstanding, I permitted no | TH . Tre 
successor firm, MUTUAL AFFILIATE _ 


After my retirement I saw Mr. | 
Hill from time to time, but because 


I was ill all of last year and Mr. Hill This response from Pittsburghers adds much té the mountain of evidence that proves 
rare wl this year, I saw him only on we are upholding our reputation as .. . 
«re occasions in the last two vears. 
A no time did he indicate to me | ee R 
11 any way what his intentions were . b | 
With regard to any advertising a a ITTSBURGH 5 GGRESSIVE TA are), 
hd connection. If I knew of any | o% 
ecuons he had taken it was only 
because I chanced to read them in ' NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES: WEED AND COMPANY 
the columns on advertising printed 
nN the New York papers. | 

Albert D:: Lasker. . 
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CFRB Awaits New Spot on Ke Band, 
CAB. Prexy Calls Step a ‘Grab 


Toronto, Sept. 24. 


The Board of Governors of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. will 
decide tomorrow: (Wednesday) which 
of two wavelengths will be allo- 
cated to CFRB, Toronto, largest 1n- 
dependent station in Canada, whose 
present frequency of 860 kc has been 
taken over by the CBC. This is in 
keeping with the federal govern- 


ment’s policy to place all high-pow- 
ered stations under CBS operation. 

Of the two frequencies “offered” 
to CFRB, neither will give a clear 
North American channel. Hereto- 
fore the Toronto 10,000-watter has 
been able to broadcast in all direc- 
tions, but it will be unable to do so 
subsequently on either of the two 
alternative wavelengths submitted. 
Each frequency will permit the same 
strength 1n si but CFRB broad- 
will henceforth be limited in 
direction, so as not to interfere with 


‘nals, 


casts 


‘Curves Fly as FCC Hears 
Five Pitches for Three 
Bridgeport FM Licenses 


Bridgeport, Sept. 24. 





testimony among the straight stuff 


last week 


For Future D.C. Video 





+ With five applicants pitching for 
] three FM vacancies, Bridgeport’s 
N BC, DuMont Prime FM hearings revealed some. harsh | 


Washington, Sept. 24 Advisory board of leading local 
NBC-owned WRC here has a new | citizens to counsel on operating 
stunt to publicize video and whet| policy is planned for Bridgeport | 
public’s appetite for tele receivers | Herald's FM station, FCC examiner 
well in advance of debut of WRC’s! Col. James D. Cunningham was told 
own video operation scheduled | here by Leigh Danenberg, publishe: 


around Christmas time. Idea is that} of newspaper. 


each Friday and Monday night, NBC Group is to include ‘a minister, 
studios here are thrown open for] veterans’ expert, educator and two 
“Televiewing Parties” of 50 or more | representatives each of labor and 
people. Video fare is provided by | management. 

NBC’s New York station WNBT, Herald is one of applicants for 
with shows fed to Washington via|three Class B channels allocated 


Bridgeport. Others are Yankee net- 
work and Harold Thomas, respec- 


coaxial cable 
In another part of town, Dumont’s | 


video outlet WTTG has inaugurated | tive owners of city’s two AM broad- j 
policy of sending out program logs,|casters WICC and WNAB; Travel- 
with New York shows regularly fed|ers Broadcasting Corp., operating 
to Washington on Tuesday, Wednes-|WTIC in Hartford; and Harry F. 
|day and Thursday nights of each|Guggenheim, copper tycoon and | 
week. However, Dumont to date| Long Island publisher. Latter did 


other North American stations on 
this band 

The 860 frequency is one of Six | 
exclusive channels granted Canada 


under the Havana Conferernce—if the 
power is 


increased to 50,000 watts, | 


a factor it was impossible to carry | 
out during the war years because of | 


lack of equipment, etc. While CFRB 


sought government permission to up| 


the station to this power, CBC has 
turned down the independents’ re- 
quest and will work the frequency 
into th nationalized setup of power- 


ful CBC stations across the Do- 
minion. 
Harry Segwick, general manager 


of CFRB and president of the Ca- 


nadian Assn. of Broadcasters, whose | 


membership heads of 81 independent 
stations across Canada is bitterly 
protesting the “grab.” 














has no space for studio audiences, ° 


e o 
Inside Stuff—Radio 

“Carrington Playhouse” on Mutual tomorrow night (Thursday) will 
be devoted to a satire on radio, with a number of radioites playing them- 
selves, and Procter & Gamble veepee William Ramsey taking the role of 
William Shakespeare. Show, titled “Shakespeare Comes to the Carrington 
Playhouse,” was scripted by Ernest Kinoy. Appearing on it, on the 
air, will be Elaine Carrington, producer of the show; her daughter, 
Patricia; her secretary, Elsie Frank; Mutual’s top producer, Herb Rice; 
and the show’s regular director, Perry Lafferty. 

“Playhouse,” incidentally, is folding after the Oct. 3 broadcast, when it 
will have completed a run of 33 weeks. Mutual, which hasn’t been able 
to snag a sponsor, is reportedly dissatisfied with a multiplicity of “fantsay 
type” scripts produced on the airer. Mrs. Carrington, however, says she’s 
dropping it because she’s leaving for the Coast. 


(Continued on page 46) 





Henry A. Wallace upset more than one applecart last week. For one 
thing, he kept the “Song of Your Life” spot off the Ginny Simms show 
which preemed Friday night (20) (see review). But that elision was a 


| temporary one, and Harry Salter, one of radio’s top orch conductors, is 


putting a lot of faith in the possibility of that spot. Salter, before he went 
into the Army (from which he graduated as major), had spotted “Song 


| of Your Life” as a sustainer for a full half hour on the old Blue network. 


| 
| 




















Mat. 


LOU CLAYTON 
ONITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—C BS—-9:30 p.m., EDT 


M-G-M—‘This Time for Keeps” 











“It Happened in Brooklyn” 














| its quickie fillin on the Simms show. 


It copped some sock ratings at the time, around 1940. In moth balls since, 
the “Song of Your Life” format has now been taken out of the bag for 
Salter owns the idea, however, 
and there’s a possibility that it may yet grow back into a fullfledged show 
on its own. 





One-third of the 925 U. S. stations now broadcasting the U. S. Treas- 
ury Salute series, “The American Notebook,” plugging bond purchases, 
are airing the program at choice time-segments, between 6 and 11 p.m. 
weekdays or 1 to 11 p.m. Sundays, according to Brent O. Gunts, chief 
of bonds radio section. Almost all the others use the 15-minute disks 
between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. weekdays, with only a few airing during late 
evening or early a.m. 

With program also used extensively by schools and industrial plants 
over p.a. systems, series probably ranks as the most widely broadcast 
radio program in the U. S. today, Gunts believes. He estimates that 
broadcasters are giving $3,500,000 worth of free air time annually for this 
one bond feature alone. 





Radio is becoming more and more conscious of the increasing use of the 
tag “ex-GI” after names in crime news stories, when tag isn’t a necessary 
part of the story. WOR, N. Y., took the lead last June in clearing up an 
unfair situation that reflected against the military services as a whole, 
when Dave Dirscoll issued a directive to staffers to omit the tag in 
broadcasts. 

Now KLZ, Denver’s manager Hugh B. Terry has taken a similar stand, 





in a memo to his news staff, to eliminate mention that crime stories deal 
with vets unless latter fact is an important element in the yarn. 





The proverbial luck of the Irish held true in the case of Barney Boyle, 
WOR, N. Y., traffic manager, who with his wife returned last weekend 
from a five-week visit to Ireland. With reservations on their returning 
American Airliner scrambled, the duo switched to the Belgian Sabena 
line. They had actually boarded the plane when Mrs. Boyle decided she'd 
rather wait and take a U. S. ship, and the pair got off. Belgian ship was 
the one that cracked in Newfoundland. Two suitcases of the Boyles are 
still on the cracked-up plane. 
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FASTER 
RECORDING 
SERVICE 


CINEMART offers you-- 


@ Hours suited to your convenience 
@ One of the largest studios in New York 
@ Highly experienced technical staff 
@ Faster service and deliveries 


Phone us today: PLaza 3-9172 


CINEMART 101 Park Avenue - New York 17, N. 
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Detect’ Preems ABC’s 
Tele Sustainer Policy 


“Detect and Collect,” radio quiz 
show aired Saturday nights over the 
ABC web, is slated to make its tele- 
vision debut tomorrow (Thursday) 
night at 8 o’clock as an ABC video 


sustainer, Lew Lehr, emcee on the 
radic program, will also handle the 
tele version, which will be televised 
over WABD (DuMont, N. Y.). Har- 
vey Marlowe, ABC television pro- 
duction chief, is the producer. 

Show inaugurates a new policy for 
sustainers handled by the ABC video 
staff, in that it’s skedded for only 
two weeks instead of the usual four. 
ABC is now scheduling commercial 
shows for as long as 10 weeks, ac- 
cording to Paul B. Mowrey, depart- 
ment head, and in order to give the 
production staff a wider variety of 
shows on which to experiment, the 
sustainers have been cut down to 
two weeks. 


If a sponsor picks up the tab on 
the show, though, Mowrey said, it 
will run for as long as the sponsor 
bankrolls it. 
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Tele’s Gimmick 


Continued from page 1 








evidenced sufficient interest in the 
play to make the authors an offer 
hasn't been disclosed yet, but it’s 
certain the Broadway biggies 
away from the video performance a 





“MR. MERGENTHWIRKER'S 
LOBBLIES” 

With Vaushn Taylor, Vinton Hay- 
worth, John McQuade, Patricia 
Shay, Maurice Manson, Phitip Kob- 
inson, Jack Sloane, .Ed Mannery, 
Everett Gammon, Frank Uarris, 
Bob Lieb 

Writers: Nelson Bond, David Kent 

Producer: Fred Coe 

Asst. Prod.: Howard Cordery 

Sets: Bob Wade 

75 Mins.; Sun. (22), 8:35 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 








hypoed interest in tele’s promise for | 


the future. 

As video dramatics go, ‘“‘Lobblies” 
undoubtedly received the _ best 
treatment of any play yet staged 
a tele studio. With video's 
finity to motion pictures, authors 
Nelson Bond and David Kent have 
a sure bet on their hands fvr a film 
offer. As a legit production, 


close af- 


trated tightening around the 
to build up interest that drags at 
times, especially in the first act. 
Three-act whodunit, revolving 
around a group of invisible pixies 
who hang around a newspaper 
fice, has something of the better 
qualities of both “Front Page” and 
“Harvey” but lacks the punch of 
both these hits in its present form. 

Tale has Mr. Mergenthwirker, a 
strange little guy who can see and 
hear the lobblies because he’s ‘“‘pure 


paper a clean scoop on a jewel rob- 
bery, however, the editor finally be- 
lieves in them. Father of the edi- 
tor’s girlfriend, a mayorality candi- 
date, is accused of the murder and, 
to save him, the editor 
false confession. This makes 
“pure in heart” also and, in a 
finish, the lobblies reveal the 


him 
sock 
mur- 


culprit. 

Vaughn Taylor packed solid com- 
edy throughout in the lead role of 
the whimsical Mr. Mergenthwirker. 
(Part, incidentally, would be a 
natural for Danny Kaye. in case 
Sam Goldwyn is interested). Vinton 
Hayworth, as the editor, fitted the 
part like a glove and John McQuade 
backed him nicely as his pal who 
was still a legman. Maurice Man- 
son, as the paper’s big boss, and 
Philip Robinson, as a press photog- 
rapher, were capital. Only draw- 
back to the cast was Patricia Shay, 
the lone distaffer, who apparently 
couldn’t quite follow the rapid pace 
built up by the male members. 

With a couple of excellent sets by 
Bob Wade, Fred Coe did a master- 
ful production-direction job. Several 
whimsical touches, such as includ- 
ing the names of the lobblies in the 
cast credits, were .good gimmicks: 
Three acts alternated between the 
two sets, with a clean cut from one 
set to another, keeping the tempo 
high throughout. Special effects, in- 
cluding a newspaper and telephone 
being moved by invisible hands, 
came off well. Production debits, 
such as the overplaying of the 
musical intro after the curtain 
ralser, were few and far between. 





Dallas—Irene Taylor, vocalist, will 
replace Bonnie Hail as soloist on the 
“Penthouse Serenade” aired over 
WFAA for a quarter hour each 
Tuesday. 


took | 


in | 


how- | utes on Monday and Thursday, 
ever, the play would need concen- | 


seams } 
| tribution 


of- | 
| WCKY has recorded the voices of its 


in heart,” trying to interest the 
managing editor of a _ smalltown 
daily in his pixies for the better- | 
ment of the community. Editor, 
thinking the guy’s off his nut, 
naturally gives him the brushoff. 
When the lobblies, through Mer- 
genthwirker, predict a murder to 
the goriest detail and give the 


makes a | 


derer to him and help capture the 





| WRGB Doubling 





Air Time Sept. 30 


Schenectady, Sept. 24 

The new relay schedule between 
WNBT, NBC video outlet in York. 
and WRGB, General Electric (Co. 
station in Schenectady, will go into 
effect Sept. 30. WRGB will then 
proximately double its air time. In- 
stead of the present three-night-a- 
week plan, WRGB will be Sending 
out images six evenings, Saturdays 
excepted. 


ip- 


Telecasts from New York will be 
handled through the powerful new 
relay station at Hillsdale, near Hud- 
son. That city is about 45 miles from 


| Schenectady, on the west bank of 
the Hudson River. New setup calls 
for 20-minute local telecasts via 


WRGB on Mondays and Thursdays; 
90 minutes on Tuesdays and Wednes.- 
days; 30 minutes on Fridays. The 
Sunday offerings will be two hours 
of relay. 

be an hour relay 
Wednesday; 


will 
and 


There 
Tuesday 


ot 
130 min- 
and 
two hours on Friday. 


Cincinnati—As a mid-western con- 
to American Speech 
Standards research, being conducted 
by the University of Wisconsin, 


¢taff members, Dick Woods and Gary 
Lee. The L. B. Wilson station was 
selected by the university to make 
two recordings of a standard script 
to determine mannerisms and style 
in speech and diction of American 
radio station announcers. Research 
is being conducted by the Depart- 
ment of Speech of the ufiversity. 
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| 


a fair wind 


adds to the speed of the boat 
and the pleasures of sailing. 
But in fair winds or foul, 
good times and bad, Weed 
and Company's large staff 
of experienced representa- 
tives consistently achieves 
maximum results. 











WEED 


AND COMPANY 


RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 
New York © Boston © Chicago © Atianta 
Detroit © San Francisce @ Hollywood 



































‘It’s only since Paw's been eatin’ Wheaties 
that he cranks the car like this!’’ 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 


|| Real People Named On 
Air Ask 1006 Although 








| 


—~ -_ o +o 
Pittsburgh — Florence Sando, for) First program, laid on Washington’s | Claiming No Slander 


last 


tator store 


for Kaufmann’s 


WJAS, has resigned to become di- | vthers in the series. 


rector of women’s activities at 
WCAE. She takes over the Polly 


several years femme commen-| Stillaguamish River, is already in| 
on|the works, and pair is working on | 


Malone show, and other duties, Miss | 


Malone switching exclusively to 
Horne department store's “News- 
reel” program on WCAE with de- 
parture of Polly Rowles for New 


York. Miss Sando is a graduate of 
the Carnegie Tech drama school. 

Rita Conlin has been promoted 
from the program department to 
the promotion staff of WCAE, there- 
py following in the footsteps of her 
sister, Peggy Conlin, who was pro- 
motion manager at the station be- 
fore her marriage to Jimmy Murray, 
now KQV sales manager. Miss Con- 
lin replaces Nancy Maxwell, who 
quit to become publicity director 
for WJAC in Johnstown, Pa. 





Toronto—Musical director of sev- 
el Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
program series, Albert Steinberg has 


| Young & Rubicam as 


} 


|; gone 


resigned to become concert master | 
and assistant conductor of the Van- 


couver Symphony orchestra. 





Kansas City—Big Six football will 
get a double-barrelled airing locally. 
Walt Lochman, KCMO sports di- 
rector, announced last week that he 
will spiel games under sponsorship 
of Crown Drug Co. This will bring 
two local broadcasts, sincc Sam Mo- 
len of KMBC has been signed to air 
a weekly game for Dodge dealers. 
Lochman teed off with the Kansas 
U-Texas Christian opener played at 
Blues Stadium here last Saturday 
(2°), as did Molen. Each will broad- 


cast what he selects as the “top” 
game of the week, although it may 
not be the same game for each 
each week. 


New York—WWRL, Woodside, be- 
gins a new football feature Sat. (28) 
at 9:15 p.m. titled, “The Football 
Seoreboard,” with Jocko Maxwell, 
vet spertscaster, as emcee, Program 
will feature analysis of the day’s 
games and forecast of: future grid- 
iron scraps. 





Cleveland—Ralph Worden, WGAR 
news editor since 1936, upped to new 
post of director of public affairs. 
Will work with program director 
David Baylor, devoting full time to 
advising labor and civic groups on 
use of radio. WGAR’s Charles Day 
named acting news ed. Don Hyde, 
WOWO, Ft. Wayne's news ed, also 
to join WGAR news staff. 





Des Moines—Cornerstone for the 
transmitter building for KCBC, Des 
Moines, has been laid and construc- 
tim of four 200-foot towers is to 
start next week. The 1,000-watt sta- 
ti . will begin operation Dec. 1 with 
studios to be in East Des Moines. 
The Capital City Broadcasting Co. 
will operate with the following of- 
ficers: George O’Dea, president; Sid- 
ney Pearlman, veepee and general 
manager and Hugh Gallagher, sec- 
retary-treasurer. 





Denver—“Aid to veterans” is the 
theme of a new series of weekly 
discussion broadcasts conducted by 
Mack Switzer, special events man 
at KLZ. Cooperating with the Vet- 
erans Advisory Council of Denver, 
programs have broadcast valuable 
information on how ex-Gl's_ go 
about applying for pay for unused 
furlough time, aired appeals for 
emergency housing for vets who 
wish to attend Denver U but who 
can find no place to live and pre- 
sented problems in general facing 
discharged service personnel as they 
return to civilian life. 





Seattle — Local radioites, Johnny 
Forrest, commentator, and Bob Fer- 
Tis, announcer, are readying a new 
series of quarter-hour programs 
based on the romance and adventure 
On and along the rivers of America. 

















everybody knows 


means good broadcasting 
5000 WATTS DAY & NIGHT 
columbia ofMiote 


Greensboro, n. ¢. 


represented by hollingbery 





|for promoting public 
| gone out to the station’s transmitter | heavy ,swinter of 
at the small suburb of Broadview | scribed how Hunter prevailed upon | 





Chicago, Sept. 24. 
Charging a radio program broad- 
|cast five years ago was an “invasion 


| 





of their iv ‘ 
Boston — Two .Monday through | real privacy,” & South Debete 
Friday morning quarter hours were couple last week filed an unusual 
signed by WCOP, Boston, last week. | Suit for $100,000 in Circuit Court 


Cluett Peabody is taking the 8:45 to 
9 A.M. period, and Coco Wheats the 
7:45 to 8 A.M. slot. Cluett Peabody | 
program started Sept. 9 with Nancy | 
Dixon doing a commentary quarter | of Cheyenne Agency, S. D., who are 
hour in behalf of sanforized prod- | asking $50,000 each, charge that the 
ucts. Contract is for one year with | program, “Wings of Destiny,” spon- 
the agency.|sored by Wings Cigarettes (B&W), 
Coco Wheats program debuts Sept. | portrayed them in an episode titled 
30 with Happy Hank. Rogers aa Boge mg from Heaven,” 
Smith is the agency. on Sept. 19, 1941, using their real 
names and causing them undue pub- 
‘ | licity. 

Pony City —Myron Curry, an- | Series was an actual history of air 
uncer, was moved upstairs to post | loits of the AAF. tak f h 
of continuity editor at KMBC here bene r= ; ; re 

; | files of the War Dept., with latter’s 
last week. Robert Liggett, who has | ,¢: mission to use the stories on th 
been KMBC’s continuity chief, has | 55 +54 : * 
to WCAR, Pontiac, Mich., to | Hunter. who is 
up duties as program director. | tndian Service, a Federal 
‘s was portrayed in the “Bundles” pro- 
gram, which told of dropping food 
from airplanes to Indians during the 
1931. Story de- 


ere, naming NBC, the Russel M 
agency, and Brown & Wil- 


liamson Corp. as defendants. 


Seeds ad 





take 
Cleveland—WGAR’s seeking means 
service has 





Heights. Villagers 


can now call|the AAF to bring aid to the Indians 
transmitter to 


report fire, and| Although the couple do not claim 
transmitter, which maintains round-|they were slandered in any way, 
the-clock vigil will notify volunteer |they say the show was a breach of 
firemen. their privacy. 


Couple, John G. and Jessie Hunter, | 


broadcast | 


employed by the | 
agency, | 


$1,500,000 Preem Set for Wax Web 


With 18 Programs Already in Works 


Advent of the Bing Crosby disk ; outside. 
execs, 


Green will be one of the 
with Ray Block musical di- 
rector, Firm is represented by Dia- 
|mond, Poletti and Mackay, attore 
| torneys, with Franklin D. Roosevelt, 


i}show into network activity has has- 
' 

|tened formation of a transcription 
}network that’s been in the making 


ithe past year. Outfit, brainchild of |Jr., of that office handling the ac- 
Ray Green, producer of package | Count. 
transcription shows, and called the ‘Fifth’ Net 
Transcription Broadcast System, has| TBS’ stations are in major cities, 
filed corporation papers, set up pro- | 224 Gute will call itself a “fifth” 
|network. Firm’s talking points to 
duction and sales staffs in N. Y.,| member stations is the elimination 
Chicago and Hollywood, and plans|of the costly line charges in normal 
to be on the air sometime before |network operation; more perfect 
Jan. 1. shows in that programs can be re- 


Company estimates it will take $1,- | recorded until satisfactory; and fact 
| 500,000 for programming operations | that local stations won’t be bound 
|the first year, and claims half the |down to any time schedule, getting 
{sum is already raised, all to be pri- | choice of best time locally. 
| vately financed. Firm has signed up| Outfit is setting up a sales organ- 
| 168 stations throughout the country | ization both to sell locally for sta- 
|thus far, over 65% of them being |tions as well as nationally, compa- 
rable to co-op setups on present live 


| affiliated with one of the four pres- 





ent networks Eighteen programs |net shows. Local stations wil! share 
are already in works, as follows: A | n sale of time, as well as benefit 
| 15-minute strip show, five times a/| financially in other ways due to the 
week; five-a-week, 15-min. news | setup. 


|}commentary; and a five-a-week, l€- 
min. musical show; also, a half-hour | 
variety show, half-hour mystery, and 


Green and associates in his Kere 
mit-Raymond transcription company 


(handling “Hollywood Open House,” 
|half-hour dramatic show, last-|“at Home With Faye and Elliott 
— very likely “ mong Orson (Roosevelt)” “Famous Fathers,” etc.) 
Welles and his Mercury Players. | will probably dissolve the K-R out- 
| Company has execs coming in|fit, with its properties bought by 


'from other radio jobs and from the! TBS. 











Sept. 29th WSPA 


goes 9000 watts 


Day and 


September 29th, far-reaching WSPA will 
encircle the Midas-rich WSPA Piedmont 
with a notably stronger signal, intensifying its 


16-county listening audience. 





| 








September 29th, WSPA’s newly installed 
417-foot tower and 23-mile copper wire ground 
system will improve its daytime signal an 
estimated 40°. But more important —Septem- 
ber 29th WSPA increases nighttime power 
from 1000 to 5000 watts. 

Right now WSPA sells to 124,908 radio 
homes* in the Spartanburg-Greenville market 
with a Monday-through-Friday daytime 
share-of-audience of 52.8* and Sunday- 
through-Saturday evening share of 74.8*. 

With this new signal] strength—5000 watts 





Night 


day and night on 950 kilocycles—WSPA will 
completely blanket “one of the best-balanced 
sections in the entire country.” 

And WSPA, more than ever, will swing the 
balance your way. 


* Net weekly daytime circulation, CBS Listening eves, 7th series, 1944 


*Hooper Station Listening Index, Spring 1848 


WSPA 


SPARTANBURG, 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Represented by Hollingbery 

5000 watts day, 5000 watts night, 950 kilocycles 
Wolter J, Brown, Vice-Pres, and Gen'l Manager 





CBS station for the Spartanburg-Greenville Market 
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comics can grow. Down from 
Canada only a couple of years back 
with lots on the ball but no rep ad 
speak of and needing some polish- | 
ing, Young has hit the bigtime. His | 
first NBC show last Friday night 
(20), filling the former “Duffy's 
Tavern” time on the net, was not 
just a promise. That was inherent 
in Young’s former airings the 
ABC web. Now, on the net which | 
thus far maintains its comedy lead- | 
ership, he has delivered 


The two Schwartz boys, Sherwood 


on 


and Al, plus Joe Young, gave the 
} ‘ o. } 

comic a good, smooth, potenti lly | 

amusing script to work with. But} 


of course he could have fouled it up | 


at any one of a dozen places. That | 
he didn’t is a tribute to his own 
mastery of being funny. without} 
mugging or milking. And that’s 
tribute also to the cast that sur- 
rounded him. For each one really 
had something to do in the script, 
an they carried their roles ofl 
neatly 

Pcsult was a half hour of palat- 
ab'e probabilities wrapped up with 
neat showmanship that should augw 
plenty of payotf for Canada’s contrib 
to the American radio scene 

Jim Backus, Ken Christy, Doris 
Sineleton, and Charlie Cantor came 
through on their assignments in top 
fashion, with Cantor earning — 
double-A and Miss Singleton ratins 
something less than a B in_ on 
schoolmaster’s markings but doing | 
well nevertheless, and the others 
falling in between. 

™he “Smart Set” quintet helped 
with jingles that simultaneously 
jlueged the show and the-esponsors 
Ipana and Vitalis products, with Jim 
Wallinston okay as_ the official 
Bristol-Myers salesman. The five 
singers, ably backed by George 
Wvle’s music, alco did themselves | 
well in their own version of “South | 
America, Take It Away.” Cai 
“1 WAS A CONVICT” 
With Edwin J. Lukas, Dr. Ralph 

Sanay, Charlotte Carr, Craig Mc- 


Writer-Director: Murray Burnett 
Produce:: Elsie Dick 
30 Mins.; Soturday, 9:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR-Mutual, N. Y. 

A sensible, well thought-out show 








Ae ~WTAG Leads In 
83 Out OF 96 — 


Of. the 96 periods per week 
rated by Hooper (Dec. - Apr. 
‘46) in the Worcester crea, 
WTAG leads in 83 and is a 
stose second in the remait- 







| mati 


l 
( 
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| 
Yoneald, Larry Haines, Paul Dubov 
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| POOR Oe 
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“I Was a Convict” is ample proof 
that listeners can get meaty enter- 
tainment from a public service pro- 
sram. This program, its catch- 
phrase billing says, has a purpose, 
and fulfills it completely 

Show 1s 
prote 
leads to 
correction; against and 
community which refuse to 
concern themselves with problems of 
their members, moral illnesses which 
they alone can doctor “Convict” 
took a summer hiatus, but back 
with more punch than ever 

Opener to the program is a dra- 
ation of the crime for which 
the ex-convict guest was convicted 
and served time. Cons are never 
identified, even to the studio audi- 
ence, who are blocked by a screen. 


as 


designed as an articulate 


instead of 


sche ol 


crime 
and 


systems 


increase 


1s 


On show caught Saturday (21) 
“John” was accessory to a drunken 
murder of a barkeep, well-thesped 
n a short skit. Remainder of the 
first 15 minutes was devoted to ad | 
lib interrogating of the con by Ed- 
win J. Lukas, exec director for the 
Society for the Prevention of Crime, 


and the equally ad lib answers. This 
period was a revelation. Background 


eading to commission of the mis- 
feed presented con’s case sympa- 
hetically but without the usual 
eor-jerking, do-good smear. 


Second half of the program began 
with a forum discussion between Dr. 
Ralph Banay, former chief psychia- 
trist at Sing Sing and Charlotte 
Carr, director of Citizens’ Commit- 
tee on Children, with Lukas. Then 
the specially invited audience of 
people active in juvenile delin- 
quency and crime prevention was 
invited to ask questions. 

For the job it does, “Convict” 
hould be given top slotting by the 


net. Currently it’s heard Thursdays 
on Niutual and Saturdays on WOR, 
N. Y. Tomm. 


< SOSOPPOOHOOOE.Y 544064 
- 

- Followup Comment: 
+o ° ‘+ ; 

CBS’s “People’s Platform” last 


Sunday (22) had been skedded to 
take up the subject of wage stabili- 


| zation but was switched to the day’s 


hottest topic, l’affaire Henry A. 
Wallace. The net drew on two ra- 
dio personalities from rival broad- 
casting organizations to handle the 
ticklish debate, Frank Kingdon be- 


ing borrowed from WOR (Mutual) 
and Tex McCrary from WEAF 
(NBC). The choice couldn’t have 


been better, since they really kicked 
the topic around. 

Striking, however, was one out- 
standing fact about this show—as 
well as what the Wallace uproar has 
come down to in general. McCrary, 


while declaring himself against 
Wallace, used terms like “stupid 
man,” “second rate’ and _ other 


derogatory remarks. And these re- 
marks were directed against the 


| President of the United States. 


“Theatre Guild on the Air” 


tinued its fine pace Sunday (22) 


with a high-grade performance of 


the George Kelly Pulitzer prize- 


t against a penal system which | 


con- 


winner. “Craig’s Wife.” Dialog was 


tautly trimmed to fit the hour 
| space, while theme of the play, and 
|simplicity of the situations, seemed 
‘right down radio’s alley. What es- 





pecially made the production notable | 


|was the performance of Florence 
| Eldridge (Mrs. Fredric March) .as 
| the wife, in a many-sided portrayal 
of the. self-centered, superficial 
| femme. March, himself, was of in- 
| estimable aid as her easy-going, de- 
| 


luded spouse High-grade drama 
here made high-class radio, and 
Lawrence Langner and associates 


may well take a bow for bringing a 
legit know-how to an audience of 
| millions 





| Tele Followup | 
—__—. (gntinued from page 36 = 





into the proceedings without over- 
| doing it. With Stanton signed to do 


the Army football games over 
WNBT, Daley will probably con- 
centrate on the Sunday afternoon 


pro games and should be welcomed 
by the fans. 

Scanning of the game, under the 
supervision of producer Burke Crot- 


ty, was not up to NBC’s usual par. 
| Crotty depended too much on a 
| medium shot when a closeup of a 
|running play would have been 
| better. Most of the passes in the 
first half, which saw seven touch- 
downs scored, were brought within 
sood range of the lenses, but the 
cameras were never able to follow 


the ball in flight on either a pass or 
punt. 


“Ladies Be Seated,” a recurrent 
audience participation show on tele- 
vision, was revived last Thursday 
(19) night by ABC over WABD 
(DuMont, N. Y.). This time, how- 
ever, the program was sponsored 
with B. T. Babbitt paying the tab to 
plug Bab-O. 

Show inaugurated the premium 
giveaway plan on video, with home 





tag from a can of the stuff in order 


to rece:ve one genuine Egyptian 
scarab pin. Number of returns 
should be a good indication of the 


number of viewers watching the 
show, but the results have not been 
disclosed yet. 

Price paid by the sponsor was also 
kept under wraps, but whatever it 
was, he certainly got his money’s 
worth, to the detriment of the show. 
Besides an opening and closing spot, 
almost 10 minutes of the half-hour 
program was devoted to describing 
the scarab pin, modeling it via live 
pin-uppers and making with the spiel 
on the premium plan. That's much 
too long for a commercial. 

Video-wise, the show followed the 
usual “Ladies” format, with Johnny 
Olsen handling the emcee chores in 
Okay fashion. Producer - director 
Harvey Marlowe again demonstrated 
his prowess with dissolve shots that 
come in the wrong places. Reason 
why Marlowe won't make a clean 
cut from one camera to another re- 
mains a mystery, but he could cer- 
tainly perk up his shows if he did. 
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| Spingarn 
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the Navy as lieutenant commander. 











started out as scripter at WNBX, 





CLEVELAND’S 


STATION 
GETS 
BIG HAND 
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again and again for the best 





any other regional station. 
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ABC Network 
CLEVELAND, O 
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Listeners heartily applaud Cleveland's CHIEF station 


has more local daytime listeners in Northern Ohio than 
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local shows on the air. WJW 


Springfield, Vt., migrated to New 
York where he did radio and gen- 
eral publicity, then moved on as at- 
torney in FCC's law department. 
Most recently, he served for several 
months as radio consultant to the 
Senate Small Business Committee, 
turning out pieces for Harpers, 
Readers’ Digest and others on the 
side. 

Theme of his latest radio opus is 
that whether they know it or not, 
the people own radio, having put out 
25 in receivers for every dollar put 
up by the broadcasters for trans- 
mitting equipment. The pamphlet 
urges listeners to make both their 
likes and dislikes known through 
forniation of community radio coun- 
cils and the like. 

Less impassioned than its prede- 
cessors, the Public Affairs pamphlet 
sticks pretty close to the facts, quot- 
ing widely both government and 
trade sources to document both sides 
of controversial issues. But like the 
publications that went before, it 
lands with both feet on sOap operas, 
plug-uglies and the middle-commer- 
|cials on which radio has grown fat. 

FCC’s Blue Book, newspaper-radio 
relationships through the years and 
the do’s and don'ts of the radio 
statute are also spelled out in full 
for the radio-minded layman. To 
impress the inner workings of radio 
more clearly on the neophyte, script 
is amply illustrated with Public Af- 
fairs Committee pictographs. 

Author Spingarn is also respon- 





850 KC 
5000 Watts 
DAY AND NIGHT 
HPFADLEY 


REED COMPANY 





sible for the Senate Small Business 
Committee’s report on “Opportuni- 
ties for Small Businessmen in FM 
Broadcasting” last spring which was 
persuasive in effecting a change of 
heart at FCC on holding out some 
FM slots for latecomers. Naturally, 
his enthusiasm for FM carries over 
into the Public Affairs piece. 








————————— 
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‘Batter Up’ 


Continued from page 37 
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sessions, with any transcriptioners 
who choose eligible to attend, will 
probably be held evenings during 
the month of October. The main 
drive in the transcription field will 
be to bring transcription fees up to 


parity with live broadcasting; and 
to get what AFRA calls “decent 
rates for spots, one-minute = an- 


nouncements, and jingles. 


The present transcription contract 


|is really four years old; it was signed 


lin 1942 and renewed with virtually | 


| tain 





viewers invited to send in the Bab-O | 

















no changes in 1944. AFRA will main- 
that the spot-jingle-announce- 
ment issue was not as prominent in 
1942 it and must there- 
fore be looked into as a fresh issue. 
Still one more set of ‘negotiations 
on the schedule. This concerns 
staff employees of the nets and sta- 
tions. These talks will also proceed 
during the month. 

Fact that AFRA has one big 
point on its side—all the contracts 
expire Oct. 31, and the union plans 
to tie them all up together by the 
end of October. 

On the whole, the union is going 
into the negotiations with good 
strength, its membership now being 
about 25,000 nationally. Two political 
wings, particularly in N. Y., have 
made peace for the time being, in 
order to show “unity.” There a 
third group springing up—insisting 
on a special meeting of the New 
York chapter to consider a resolu- 
tion placing it on record against 
Communism. It's possible that this 
meeting may have to be held by 
middle of October, smack in the 
middle of the labor negotiations. 

Many New York members who 
used to battle over political mat- 
ters are agreed that the. special 
mecting during negotiations would 
be a mistake, declaring that the 
fight against Communism is really a 
fight against any kind of liberal la- 
bor policy on behalf of the union. 
Net execs, aware of the move, sit 
back and smile; knowing that move 
is in effect on their side—anything 
that will cause union friction will 
help them. 

October, therefore, shapes up as a 
hot month for the radio talent peo- 
ple. As one said this week: “If we 
get hoarse on the air, it will be the 
fault of the negotiations.” 


as is now, 


is 


IS 


is 
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Cincy Grid 
Continued from page 43 


WCPO, which carried Mutual games 
last year while WLW broadcast NBC 
offerings, will follow a_ football 
scoreboard schedule, sandwiched 
with its established news and head- 
lines stint on the hour and _ half- 
hour. 

WKRC has its Dick Nesbitt and 
Syd Cornell team of pigskin mikers 
back for their sixth season, this time 
under Alms and Doepke, local de- 
partment store, tagging. They will 
follow Ohio State, except for two 
Univ. of Cincinnati clashes. Nesbitt 
was an all-American pro in '32 when 
playing with the Chicago Bears. 

WSAI will carry ABC football 
feeds; and WCKY, indie, will add 
period scores to its recorded music, 
special and news programs. 


Charges Fly 


Continued from page 44 


not appear at hearings here 
expected to show at next 
Oct 18 in Washington. 
Heavy soap opera output of WTIC 
as NBC’s New England outlet was 























and is 
session 


pin-pointed by Yankee’ counsel, 
Thomas Dowd, who obtained from 
Leonard Patricelli, WTIC program 


manager, admission that station has 
five hours and a quarter of serials 
between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. daily. 
Patricelli noted, “People don’t have 
to listen. If they don’t like it, they 
can tune in to ancther station.” 
Joseph Lopez, manager of WICC, 





With New Grant 


New Yo.k City’s FM 
WNYC-FM, given the money 


this week needed to place it on p 


Station, 
was 





ar 
|with any commercial station 


in the 
} country 

| Without dissent, the New York 
| City Board of Estimate, which 
|passes on city budgetary items, 


| voted $19,000 to the station to ampli- 
ify its FM transmitter to the strength 
of 20,000 watts 
FM 

At the same time, the Board voted 
Seymour N. Siegel, program director 
and station’s acting chief, extra per- 
sonnel budget for the hiring of three 
engineers whom he will need as a 
result Of the station's expansion of 
its FM programming. 


maximum power for 
under current regulations. 


WNYC, the city’s AM outlet, op- 
erates on only 1,000 watts, and is 
|restricted in broadcasting time to 


daylight hours only. The FM opera- 


tions, which have been on a nine- 
hour-per-day schedule until now, 
will be increased to 12 hours be- 


ginning Oct. 1, Siegel said after the 
city group granted the new budget. 
The FM station's license permits 24- 
hours-a-day broadcasting. 

Plans are under way now, Siegel 
said, to increase the FM operations 
on an independent basis, entirely 
separate from the AM programming. 
The Board of Estimate grant to 
the station aroused comment in the 
trade in view of the repeated re- 
ports, since William O'Dwyer suc- 
ceeded F. H. LaGuardia as Mayor, 
that the present administration ex- 
pects to dump the station to private 
interests sooner or later. Trade sees 
in the adoption of the new budget 
an indication that O'Dwyer has been 


won over to the principle of not 
only keeping WNYC as city prop- 


erty but, possibly, to an idea of ex- 
panding its facilities. 








Almost Sold Out! 


The Shopper® Special, 
woRC's big morning show, 
accommodates many adver- 
tisers Monday through Sat- 
urday, 7 te 9 a.m. But — 
are only two 1-minute avall- 
abilities left, Tuesday, a 
day and Saturday. nae / 
Wm. Malo, worc, Hartror 
4, Conn., oF Paul H. Raymer 











Meme Oa!! 
OLAN SOULE 


Guest Starring On 


“NBC’s Grand Marquee” 


Press Representative 


DUTTON-LIPPOLD 

















COUNTRY ESTATE 
Hyde Park, N. Y. 


Approximately 50 acres at Crum EIl- 





admitted that routine of “Dialing for 
Dough”, station’s telephone-cash fea- 
ture, had been switched on counsel’s | 
advice to eliminate phases which | 
might be interpreted as a lottery. | 

Interesting aspect of situation is | 
that no matter who wins the CPs, | 
the transmitters will be located on | 
property owned by WNAB’s Thomas 
in nearby Trumbull. 


bow Creek, near Koosevelt Memorial; 
includes modern 14-room house and 
j-room tenant house, garages, three- 
story’ barn, numerous auxiliary bulld- 
ings, water system, also productive 
apple orchard, woodlands with bridle 
paths; equipped machinery and tools. 
PRICE, $60,000 


Box 3644, Variety, 154 W. 46th St. 
New York 19, N. ° 
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Town Hal 


DIE CONDON 
Ist CONCERT—Otn SEASON—SATURDAY, OC 


1, 2 at 5:30 


PRESENTING A TYPICAL AMERICONDON 
, GROUP OF FAMOUS JAZZ ARTISTS 


SUBSCRIPTION SERIES = 8 FIRST SATURDAYS AVAILABLE AT TOWN HALL BOK OFFICE 





WNYC-FM Bistime 














WE'RE GOING TO BE 
THE SINGING STARS ON 
TWO OF RADIO’S TOP SHOWS, 


| 


Current DECCA Hit 


My Buddy’s Chick 
Walk It Off 


Soon To Be Released 


For Sentimental Reasons Squeeze Me (Don’t Tease Me) 
It’s A Pity To Say Goodnight By Duke Ellington and Lee Gaines 


a , Helle, Goodbye, Forget It 
With Ella Fitzgerald By Lee Gaines and Rene De Knight (of the D.R.B) 
and Jimmy Mundy \# 


” 6. Thonks to the William Morris Agency for foing outside their broad precincts in the interest of their . 
4 


clients —o rare gesture, highly commended, deeply oppreciated. 


uawacenevr: PAUL KAPP 


400 MADISON AVE. MYC: 


% VRB. 


1K 
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Andrews? Heywood, by the way, 
contributes some awfully nice piano 
to the proceedings. 

The Brunswick Collectors’ Series 
] an album of “Songs of Trinidad” 
by Wilmoth Houdini, accompanied 
by Gerald Clark’s Night Owls. 
Houdini, who took his tag after see- 
ing Houdini do magic in an old 
movie, is one of the classiest of all 
calypso singers. These faces were 
originally recorded by Brunswick in 
1931 for export only and are the 
genuine product. Tunes are “The 
Cooks in Trinidad,” a perceptive 
commentary on the treatment of 
cocks in Trinidad; “No Mo’ Bench 
and Board”; “Arima Tonight, Sangre 
Grande Tomorrow Night,” a swell 
carnival song; “I Need a Man”; 
“Sweet Papa Willie”; “Honey, I’m 
Pound to Go”; “Black But Sweet”; 
and “Stop Coming and Come.” The 
accompanying band (all West In- 
dians except bassist Al Morgan) is 
superb, It’s hard to predict the re- 
ation to these faces among the juke 


operators. Fact that Houdini was not | 


American market, 
not preoccupied 
makes him diffi- 
at times. 


for the 

consequently 
enunciation, 
to understand 


waxing 
and 
Wi.h 
cult 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 











to induce Tommy Lyman to lacquer 
an album. So far, no dice ... Will 
any gals ever top the Boswells’? And 
why don’t more jocks play Helen 
Morgan’s “My Bill’? It’s on Victor 
27681. 


Points Up AFM’s 
Hike of Diskers 








Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 24. 

| Disk manufacturers, who are next 
on the salary-boost list at the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
probably can look forward to a hot 
time if the words of Leo Cluesmann, 
AFM secretary, can be taken as an 
indication. Speaking at the annual 
meeting here Sunday (22) of the 
New York State Conference of Mu- 
sicians, Cluesmann referred to the 
“huge profits” now being made by 
| disk 





| would have to share the mountain 
|of coin with AFM members. 


| Contract between the AFM and 


te. | recorders expires in January, 1947, 


newed interest in calypso, however, | but negotiations on new terms are 
should help overcome this draw- |¢xpected to begin late in October. 


beck. 


Decea’s album of “Square Dances” | 


by Al MacLeod’s Country Dance 


Band is a neat job with, obviously, | 
limited appeal. It consists of six 12- | 
Round | 


inch sides-“She’ll Be Comin’ 
the Mountain,” “Billy Boy.” 
Grapevine Twist,” “Dip and 
“Mademoiselle from 
and “Cowboy’s Dream.” It probably 
won't mean a thing to Lindvites, but 
the caller’s name is Ed Durlacher. 
He's ; ll right, too—in an RFD way, 


“The 


Armentieres,” | 


AFM notified diskers last spring that 
|they could expect demands for a 
| boost; how large he did not say. 


Hotel New Yorker Drops 





pits; Icers for Band Policy 


New Yorker hotel’s (N. Y.) Ter- 
|race Room, which heretofore cou- 
|pled name bands to its ice revues, 
will drop the Iatter and attempt to 
operate strictly as a band room. 





of course. Furthermore he now does Inability of the hostelry to replace 


his stuff for the N. Y. hillbillies 
several times a week all over N. Y. 


Cit: under Pepsi-Cola 
which sponsors his free square 
dances. 

Decca, which has an altogether 
Ieudable habit of coming up with 
so-called novelties hus Bing Crosby 
and Orson Welles in an album of 
Ovear Wilde’s “The Happy Prince.’ 
It’s quite pleasant stuff ... The disc 


companies are making so many chil- 
dren’s clbums these days that thev're 
in danger of neglecting the 
Three of the best. thoueh. 
been put out by Columbia. They are 
“Puss in Boots.” “Jack and _ the 
Becnstalk.” and “Cinderella.” Treat- 
ment is same as broace’st over CBS 
in Nila Mack's “Let's Pretend” 


adults, 
have just 


»| Vania 


|day luncheon 


|its ice tank. plus the fact that the 
|Les Elgart orchestra, brought into 


| . 
ausvices | the hotel last week following settle- 


|ment of the musicians’ strike, is do- 


|ing so well at the b.o., caused the 
| decision. 
| In going into a straight band 


| policy, the New Yorker is taking on 
| Strong competition in the Pennsyl- 
hotel. Latter is only two 
| blocks away and has consistently 
played the very top names available. 
Currently, Claude Thornhill’s post- 
war band is on tap. Under the band- 
only policy, the Yorker will 
work Monday to Saturday, 7 p.m. to 
|2 a.m., cutting out music at Satur- 
sessions and closing 


New 


| Sunday. 





alr- 
ings. Miss Mack, by the way.. will Irving Fields signed a year's con- 
probzbly cause as much excitement tract with RCA _ Victor on the 
as Ed Durlacher around Reuben's, | strength of the four records he cut 
but she knows her stuff and these! two weeks ago. 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Sept. 12) 
London, Sept. 13. 
Bless You 
Primrose 
Down in 
There's 


Hill 
the 
Harvest 


.Leeds 
Strauss 


Valley 
Moon 


Laughing on Outside. .Connelly 
Can't Begin Tell You. .Chappell 
Do You Love Me Chappell 


Money Is Root All Evil. Chappell 


Land Beginning Again. Feldman 
Let Bygones Be Feldman 
Cruising Down Rive Cineph 
Rain Must Fall Wood 





Sinatra Attorneys 
Arranging Details 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Henry and Sol Jaffe, New York 
attorneys for Frank Sinatra, have 


arrived here to work out the details 
of the singer’s withdrawal from Bar- 


ton Music Co. and possibly attend to 


his future music publishing ideas 
The Jaffes reportedly brought with 
them settlement terms offered by 


| Ben Barton and Hank Sanicola, co- 


. >. 
By George Frazier 
The revival of the o ies continues ; are distinctly worthwhil kiddie | 
nnabated. ane everythin considered | fare. They are mentioned here on 
1 a fine thin The coonskin | the not unreasonable’ assumption 
t. the autographed slicker, and | that VArrery readers may want to 
ulele are in the jukes these | know what cooks in the diaper de- 
if not in fact, certaint; partment 
spirit. For example, Columb has a Sinatra’s “The Things We Did Last 
Dinah Shore of “I May Be Wrong, | Summer” and “The Coffee Son 
But I Think You’re Wonderful.” The} (Columbia) are two of his finest 
1 of course, is one of the best | chores. “Summer” shapes up as the 
e\ and Dinah sings it with taste | pbigeer hit of the two, but the jukes 
affection. Its couplin®’ is, “Who'll | won't be making a mistake to put 
t ax My Violets” and, like “Wonder- | both sides on the agenda Betty | 
ful.” it sounds like a can't-miss with | Hutton’s “Walkin’ Away With Ms 
1 jukes, jocks and home-and-ifire- | Heart’ and “What Did You Put in| 
cers. If-the estate of distaf¥ vocal- | That Kiss?” (Victor) are a good deal 
] sometimes seems a little bank- | less than sensational ... Pete John- 
rupt these days. it is all the more | son’s “Housewarmin'’” album on Na- 
renson for us to be grateft for aj} tional is pretty unexciting stuff ex- 
Dinesh Shore. cept in isolated spots. Johnson's a 
Another promisine Colt ice | fine pianist, but he and the rest of 
ic Harrv James’ “W Does It Get | his ‘roup. aren't projected” very 
T ’ co Early?” The Vv" ) tutely on these faces 
Fedayv Di Vito ane appropri Wax Facts 
] orous, The reverse is an instru- z ' 
“—" +r " Department of Everything-Hap- | 
? tal. “The Beaumont Ride and ' 
‘ . 5 1: ; pens-In-Brooklyn: Answering. this 
] hould provide a kina ot test Case ; ; : ; " 
A rat here on tl latter departments suggestiol that the 
At ans “ate, ere 0 tnis la 1 . ; 
¥- , jocks might get a change of pace by 
t James band in contrastu stvles dD. 
ee ; ° ‘ os ““e . i. ser aa ) 
- oe p:j." | playing a real oldie like “Cohen On 
If the band of “The Beaumont Ride ae ke 
; . . re" ’ the Telephone,” Art Ross, jock on 
has been falling off sharply ir popue- [oo = , . 1 
a ea +33 “Tate” should | WLIB, New York, replies that he 
l.rity, the idiom of Late should | : 
} put it back near the top |spins a lot of venerable things, | 
1 yu yack a > tor >» 
‘a among them “Cohen on the Ameche. 
Cab Cateway, who es eee, | Ross is heard from 7:10 to 9 each 
a riehit In the hove Jukes, s! wee morning and from 3:30 to 5 every 
n th oO > ¢ ATION With is . * 
cn » in all location afternoon . Concert Hall Society, 
Bs sone Bade Ps * Q tal amed , ° ° j 
C nea — an I Got G Vane’) Tne.. a new organization, will bring | 
N tiie It Sa SO-C lied eataiogt ly fout a series of 12 albums comprising 
l and Cab sings it effectively. | 1, ve pe “hs ; | 
a 16 compositions never before re- | 
) azz addicts will probably enjoy “ - . 
riot jazz aadaicts will pre ibiV en) corded in the U. S. Sets will be | 
i nor saxo} » passage . ‘ ; 
t tin te nor saxophone p ( limited to 2 000 subscribers | 
lecea’s strongest entry for the Fates te 
j yr ge: ] e . \l I “ {Lynn Duddy has recorded a kiddies 
yi 'xses I 2e K ee Nial Ss i . — 
; —— Waee | ; ; ‘|album for Sonora ... Barbasol has 
Prother to Mul Doris Fisher- | . Se eigen es 
1] Rok tf “Thrill | bought jock Sherman Feller’s WEEI 
ln yberts excerpt from rill | ; 
A a . ae A eo A Sic. | (Boston) show for a year... Jimmy 
) ST AZL, A nN ; narews ols- ’ , P 
: “tes i a sepa il aia Cannon, N. Y. Post's featured sports- 
, 1 the swell accompani- ; : : é : 
ue sao te . H ‘ : I his | “ riter, is looking for Marion Harris 
; of Eddie eywood and is 
anit : . Mies thas aw! 4 platters Don Walsh of Steve 
all band. le tune is on the cute ‘ -n : 
- . ; *~ |Hannagan’s office has been trying 
. A S 
side. but, then, aren't the merry 


producers and predicted they’ 


On Barton Co. Split 


owners with Sinatra of the Barton 
firm. What they call for are undis- 
closed, but one of the conditions is 
said to involve the lifting of a ban 
placed with Columbia Records 
against the release of all Barton | 


Sinatra. 

Meantime, Sinatra made an aggres- 
sive move against his former asso- 
ciates. He backed a truck up to 
Barton's branch office here late last 
week and removed all the furniture. 
It's asserted his attorneys convinced 
him that the action wasn’t strictly 
according to hoyle and they will be 
restored today or tomorow (Wednes- 


day ). 


songs disked bs 


Ross Named Veepee 
Charlie Ross, professional man- 
ager of the Barton Music firm, has 
been named a v.p. of the outfit and 
probably will assume a piece of the 


business with the final cleanup of 
details involving Frank Sinatra's 
withdrawal from the _ business. 


Sinatra had a one-third partnership 
with Ben Barton and Hank Sanicola. 
Whether the slice that will go to 
Ross comes out of the piece Sinatra 
will return, or whether it will come 
from Barton’s and Sanicola’s hold- 
ings, isn’t certain, 

Sinatra’s withdrawal from Barton, 
incidentally, has begun a stream of 
offers to him from various major 
N. Y. publishers. They are offering 
all sorts of deals, from setting up a 
firm for him to ordinary seljing- 
agent deals for the songs he’ll con- 
trol stemming from his Metro films. 


XMAS SPECIALS TO GIVE 
BING PLENTY RIVALRY 


Bing Crosby, whose diskings of 
“Silent Night” and “White Christ- 
mas” have for some time kept the 
holiday pop sales of such items un- 
der his thumb, will get plenty com- 
petition this year. Last Xmas he 
bucked Frank Sinatra for the first 
time, but this season every one of 
the companies is turning out a 
Xmas special. 





Jo Stafford, for example, made a 
‘pairing of the topmost numbers for 
Capitol in N. Y. Perry Como has 
made a_egroup fof RCA-Victor: 
Cosmo, Majestic, Musicraft and 
others all have items from religious 
groovings to “Jingle Bells,” “Winter 
Wonderland,” etc., ready to hit the 
market, 


Shep Fields No Longer 
Rippling Rhythm for MCA 


Shep Fields’ contract Music 
Corp. of expired 
last week, has not been renewed and 
the leader will henceforth freelance 
among the various agencies, 





with 


America, which 





| Fields has long wanted to remain 
| as close to N .Y. as possible and do 
|}radio work along with occasional 
one-nighters, locations, ete., and this 
hankering is responsible for his 
feilure to renew with MCA. He had 
been with MCA for 12 years and 
originally held one of that agency’s 
$1,000,000 contracts, i.e.. a pact effec- 
tive until he paid $1,000,000 in com- 
| missions. 

Fields is also 
fields. He has the New Rochelle, 
N. Y.. agency for new Frazier- 
Kaiser automobiles. In addition, the 


ranging into other 





Brooklyn agency. 





| My Fickle Eye (Santly-JOv).....ceeeeeee 


1. To Each His Own (9) 





(Paramount)... 


2. South America Take It Away (6) (Wit’k) 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


{ Eddy Howard...... Majestic 
-+». Victor 
{ Andrews Sisters 


rews sisters....,. Decea 
) Xavier Cugat.. 


Columbia 
{ Frank Sinatra... Columbia 


3. Five Minutes More (6) (Melrose)...... 
3. Five Minute we ie felros ) Tex Beneke..... Victor 
4. Surrender (10) (Santly-JoOv)...cceccce | aeey TNE ose ssesi “ sed 
| Perry Come .........Virio 
Jarry C 
5. If You Were the Only Girl (3) (Mutual), } Petry Como..........Vi 
} Dick Haymes Decca 
: a ‘ ; ce { Dinah Shore... Columbi 
6. Doin’ What ves Natur’lly (14) (Berlin) ba ot 
». Do iat Con alu Berlin ) Freddy Martin.. . Victo 
7. Gvypsv (22) (Leeds) j ink Spots cooose.. UECCR 
| Dinah Shore......Columbia 
. er , ; { Peggy Lee.. Canito} 
8. Don't Know Enou About You (15) ( : hgiad abi 7 
nt Know = ' Mills Bros. ...........Decca 
9 I Got Sun In Moi ning (7 ) (Be lin) | Les Brown ‘tehece Colun i.) 4 
{ Ethel Merman...... .Decca 
Jarry ’ ; 
10. They Say It's Wonderful (18) (Berlin) \ Perry Como seeectens Vicior 
t * | Bing Crosbs Decca 
“ ‘ 
Coming Up 
: \ Frankie Carle, . Columbi; 
. » lving PRED 46 4 464604400 OS ar 
Rumors Are Flying (Oxto1 | Betty Rhodes Victor 
t Guess fll Buy Papers (C-P). .cccoccdscs Mills Bros Decca 
[ Don’t Know Why (Feist).....cccces -.+» Tommy Dorsey....... Victo 
Nignt anG Day {TIATMS) .. . 685s e0cc sweeten Bing Crosby eee. Decca 
1 Know (Morris) Ss ale id es ole rer ‘ Tex Beneke..........Victo 
My Sugar Is So Refined (Criterion) a“ Johnny Mercer,. Capitol 
i { Freddie Slack ..... Capitol 
House of Blue Lights seee* | Andrews Sisters......Decca 
st ae tl ; , Connee Boswell... ... .Decca 
7 . > Steve ) : 
Who Told You That Lie (Stevens)........ ) Vaughn Monroe...... Victo; 
~ {| Haymes-Forrest ......Decca 
"ou a ) *e@eteeeee 7 ‘ 
Do You Love Me (BVC).... ) Harry James......Columbia 
Shanty in Old Shanty Town (Feist)........ Johnny Long Decca 
More Than You Know (Miller) ecocvcee Perry Como......... Victor 
iste €¢ CAYO) { King Cole Trio......Capitol 


Dea i 
(Berlin) 


Stone Cold (Miller) 


Blue Skies 


To Dig Gold Out Of 
Them Thar Hillbillies 


Pop music publishers are realizing 
the folk 
catalogues, the 
move of three major pubs into the 
hillbilly fleld, making 
overtures in the same _ direction. 
Robbins, Bourne, and Mayfair have 
all begun laying the groundwork 
for entrance into the western and 
hill market, and Shapiro-Bernstein 
is buying up occasional hillbilly 
copyrights. 

Mayfair is preparing to set up a 
subsidiary publishing company, with 
advisers coming from some of the 
top names in the folk music field. 
Robbins, meanwhile, is planning a 
similar company. Bourne strategy 
has not reached the concrete stage 
as yet. 


selling power of music 


according to latest 


with others 


Shapiro-Bernstein has bought up 
several tunes, latest being “My 
Phillipine Baby,” purchased from 


Apollo Music. Tune was recorded for 
both King end Four-Star. 


A few of the other majors have 
been in the field for several years. 
Leeds’ hill division has been under 
Riley Shepard, singer currently cut- 
ting for Musicraft, although there’s 
no contractual arrangement. 


Move of the pubs into the hill 
satalogue brackets was cued by re- 
cent slump in sheet and record sales 
when, as in the past, hillbilly sales 
held steady for most of the com- 
panies. Situation was reminiscent of 
the depression dropoff in sales, when 
disk manufacturers were maintained 
in business largely by virtue of their 
hillbilly artists. Outstanding ex- 
ample of this was Elton Britt, who 
sold for Victor when nothing else 
would move off the shelf. 


So. Cal. Jukesters 


Join Teamsters Union 


Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 
Juke box workers here have not 
only changed the name of their or- 
ganization to the Sout..ern Califor- 











|nia Automatic Music Operators 
|Assn. but have pulled away from 
| : 

the International Brotherhood of 


Electrical Workers and joined Local 
396 of the American Federation of 
Labor’s Teamsters Union. 

Through its hookup with the Team- 
sters, the association is in a position 
ito control shipments ino bars and 


leadcr will sell Kaiser boais with a|other places where music machines 


are used. 





Why Does It Get So Late (Harms)......... 
Something Old, Something New (Barton?.. 


Pop Pubs Preparing | 
| 
| 





| Crosby-Andrews ,, 
§ Betty Hutton 
"** ) Jerry Colonna 
Fitzgerald-Jordan 
Benny Goodman 


..- Decca 
sees. Victor 
Capito] 
anes Decca 
Columbia 
- Haymes-Forrest 
Frank Sinatra 


Dec a 
.Columbia 


Morris Plans 


Rating Appeal 


Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris ‘seems 
bent on fighting the availability rat- 
ings awarded by the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. Handed a 250-poin’ boost 
for his Morris catalog, while the 
Melrose and Mayfair firms, part of 
his combine, were held at 900 and 
800 points, respectively, Morris is 
planning to appeal the decision. He 
wants more points for all three and 
doesn't plan to stop until he gets 
‘em. 

Morris drew the extra 250 poinis 
from the Society’s Appeals Board, 
after having been turned down by 
the Publishers Classification Com- 
mittee. He’s now carrying his appeal 
to the full director board, which 
probably will wipe off the 250-point 
boost by the Appeals Board. Same 
body did that last year, when the 


Morris firm was boosted from 790 
to 1,000 points, but its move was 
made before Morris appealed the 


decision. It simply exercised its right 
to disagree with and cancel any i!- 
creases awarded by the Appeals 
Board. This put Morris in the po- 
sition of accepting his current rating 
or renewing the fight. He did the 
latter and is likely to lose it again 
on appeal to the full board, thereby 
launching the battle he promises to 
spark. 


CAESAR’S SONG BOOK 
AIMED AT JUVES 


In a liberally illustrated volume 
of songs called “Sing a Song ol 
Friendship”, published by himself, 
Irving Caesar’s “jingles of soci! 
significance” is aimed to promote a 
better understanding among the !3- 
tions of the world. Songbook, slanted 
at a juvenile audience, has an intro- 
duction by Fannie Hurst as well! as 
an insert reproducing letters of com- 
mendation from Ellis Arnall, gover- 
nor of Georgia; Edward R. Siet- 
tinius, Jr., U. S. representative to the 
United Nations; and Sumner Welles 
among others. Column of Mrs 
Roosevelt's is reprinted in which she 
also affixes her stamp of approval. 

Some 19 odd ballads are contmed 
in the volume, all of which are 
written around a theme of peace 
and friendship. With musical “!- 
rangements by Leo Russotto 
illustrations by Albert Barbelle 
book has already been translated 0 
adapted into six languages® asice 





and 


from the English version. 





ta 


Se pm 





=, 








PP Re ew ee 


s 








ee 0 





» mcm 
ad 


Wednesday, September 25, 


1946 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


_ 49 





SPA TERMS MAKE PUBS BOUNCE 





Plenty of Friction As Aftermath why 


Of N. Y. Musikers Strike; Hotels In | 


Move te Make Up for Added Costs '..2:::«:.: 


York Local 
Federation of Musici- 
against N. Y. hotels 
cettled more than a week ago, the | 
aftermath of the walkout is. still 
ausing friction between the princi- 


ine New 


While 


the American 
strike was 


© } 


pal Hotels are taking their time} ©. “gic go aan ert record for 8 | details of the proposals asked by the 
) putting music back into the vari- | vee pte Ps ona he garg ad - end here |SPA as the basis of the new con- 
rooms and are doing quite a bit last week when the Ken Bailey trio | tract with publishers effective Jan. 
f hag vith agents, all of which closed at the Fort Pitt hotel after a@|}) Those publishers, however, who 
' ad Thos 802 executives to 10-ye al span oO iifit went into down- | have received copies of the pro- 
re town inn shortly after repeal and |posed contract did two things: (1) 
P ‘ ad been there continuously eve i\They fell out of their comfortable 
ee er Le lleather chairs: (2) they bounced and 
them, are a Se = oy S-| Bailey was replaced by Billy | hit the ceiling. | 
{ rf »-Hen huSsiec scneauiles 1 ye . , Bin a ] a oe : 
Pe pect Bes “ei Peay tote oe drw foursome, another Pittsburgh |. This reaction. to their proposed | 
t #9 them based on the 20% boost # i‘ \terms wasn’t wholly unexpected by 
802 won. They are revising hours | the SPA committee who set up the 
ird. cutting out men (802 al- proffered contract, after working on 
n the settle nent so long 0eS nlo }it for almost a year. It has empha- 
why wa a _' a hat ia <tc . |sized to publishers’ representatives 
at OEMS, NED ORS. Rees Seeee that the terms as presented consist 
ack, then given two weeks notice).4 s 


lt, some hotels are paying 
music than they did be- 
One, as a result of 
is schedule manipulations, is paying 
$30 less weekly. 
Meanwhile, the 
through a 


to 


ore the strike 


name band 
scramble, 
with music. 
Yorker, for example, found no 
(Chuck Foster, who 


went as 


pected, reopen 


New 
one 
had 


available 


been set until later this month, had 
siarted a four-week run in Dono- 
hue’s, Mountain View, N. J.). As a 
esult, Joe Glaser’s ABC, Music 
Corp. of America and General Art- 
sis combined to loosen Les Elgart 
irom a Thursday opening at the 
Knickerbocker Yacht Club, Port 
Washington, L. I., to make him 
#vailable to the hotel. Ted Straeter, 


wndo iS waiting for the Biltmore'’s 
Bowman Room to be refurbished 
(ts being delayed by lack of ma-| 
terials), took the Knickerbocker 


joo 
Claude Thornhill was hurriedly 
pulled out of dates. including a week 
at the Earle theatre, Philadelphia, 
to go into the Penn Monday (23). 
Blue Barron went back into the Edi- 
son; Griff Williams returned to the 
Waldorf. Astor Roof, which would 
nave had Sammy Kaye until Sept. 
29, decided to call it a season and 
‘et Kaye go his way (to the golf 
course and racetrack for a vacation). 


Henry King reopened at the Roose- 
velt, 


Muzak’s Disks 





For Sears Label 


Muzak and Sears-Roebuck will 
‘tart merchandising shortly a rec- 
ord-of-the-month idea, on the same 
basis of the book-of-the-month club, 
featuring vinylite waxings which 
Will average over $1 a platter. 

k Aimed at the great midwest mar- 

et, folksy standards, waltzes and 
the like will be recorded by artists 
such as Vivian della Chiesa, Lanny 
Ross, Teddy Dale's band, Dinning 
Sisters, et al. 

Platters will go out under 
Sears label. Idea of Muzak pro- 
“ucing the biscuits may eventually 
be extended to embrace great de- 
bartment stores, like Macy's, Bam- 
berger, etc., in the metropolitan 


\ y 
“tie “4 area. each to have its own 
label, 


CARLE PROBABLY WILL 


STAY WITH COLUMBIA. 


Frankie Carle's orchestra, objec- 
e of several Major recording com- 
panies, since his current contract 
. ith Columbia expires in November, 
Probably will stay with Columbia. 


4) 


Carle's representatives had been 
ser > . ° 

“F tny dickering with the new 
‘“G-M company, but the fact that 


the latt 


*ecords until after the first of the 

“ear helped kill negotiations. 

arle’s name has become one of 

bi, _ Strongest record sellers in the 
‘siness. His Columbia sales of last 

year and this, rates him right up with 
© leaders in sales totals, 


the 


802 of + 


spot ~ | 
eX- | 


the | 


er will not begin producing | 





He Should Have Owned | 

at ‘ A “ 

rhe Joint by This Time | 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 24. 

Longest local 





Receivership To 
Liquidate Debts 


Hollywood, Sept. 24 

| Following survey which should be 
completed before end of this week, 
ARA either will continue to operate 
as disk firm or be liquidated. Max 
| Fink, attorney for receivers, stated 
chances look good for possible con- 


| 
} 
j 
} 
| 
| 


tinuance of plattery, but = only 
thorough survey can point to final 
decision. Meanwhile, ARA_ went 
into receivership Friday, beating 
government tax seal by matter of 
minutes, when U. S, tax men were 


kept from padlocking assets by prior 
petitioning of creditors. 

| Petition, signed committee of 
|creditors, stated disk firm has assets 
totaling $560,000, consisting of equip- 
|ment, materials and recordings. 
| However, against this sum are back 
j faxes of $110,000 owed to the U. S., 
$62,000 owed to Union Bank and 
Trust, payroll default and general 
'creditors’ demands totaling $350,000, 
|plus notes held by Mark Leff and 
\family for $490,000. General credit- 
{ors will ask Leff claims be subordi- 
nated to theirs in event of liquida- 
ition. Government, bank and em- 


by 


ployee debts will be paid first, with | 


|ereditors asking second position, 


| Although government has already | 


}seized warehouse with raw _ stocks, 
\it’s understood the padlock will be 
|taken off provided company decides 
fo continue to operate in order to 
j\liquidate debts. Francis Quitner, 
who was appointed receiver, will 
|meet with creditors to decide course 
of action. 


N.Y. Music Printers 


In Bad Way Due To 
Shortage of Paper 


New York music printers are in 
a particularly bad way regarding 
paper on which to print music. 
;Some of them may be forced to 
shut down this week because the 
truckers who serve them have not 
yet settled their portion of the re- 
lcent city-wide strike. If that hap- 
| pens, music pubs, who have had a 
| difficult time the past couple weeks, 








normal channels, will be hit harder. 

Meanwhile, the few publishers 
who before the war had the fore- 
sight to stock up on paper and who 
still have reasonable amounts of it 
on hand, are being diligently chased 
by contemporaries who haven't any. 
And the former, in most cases, are 
hanging on to what they have. 

How the remaining strikes of dif- 
ferent truckdriver locals are still 
tying things up is 
the spot one publisher currently 
finds himself in; he has a carload of 
paper in a N. Y. yard, but the 
drivers who serve the latter are still 
on strike and others won't break 
their picket line. So the paper can- 
not be touched. An attempt was 
being made earlier this week to 
| have the car shifted to another yard 
| where there is no strike. 


being unable to ship music through | 


exemplified by | 


LEFT OPEN 
OR TALKS 


Walte I Dougla 


Publishers 


chairman 


Protective 


Assn., and Herman Starr, head of 
the Warner Bros. music combine, 
were last week (19) handed copies 


of a new contract by representatives 
of the Songwriters Protective Assn., 
few of the rank and file music 
publishers are as yet aware of the 





only of “proposals” that are open to 


| negotiation. The aforementioned 
publishers feel that there will be 
plenty of the latter, or they might 
as well lock their doors and go 





home, turning the keys of their of- 

fices over to songwriters they meet 

on the way out. 
Meanwhile, everyone 





connected 


la clam-like attitude. SPA 
publisher reps a minimum number 


of copies of the proposals, which 
were distributed to various major 
pubs. As a result of this, attorneys 


began working overtime as of Mon- 
iday (23) digesting the SPA ideas. 
MPPA attorneys got it before they 
did and thus began the skull work 
MPPA, incidentally, refused 
comment on the situation until 
proposals are completely di- 
and the first meeting of. its 
board on the problem. Latter oc- 
| curred last night (Tuesday). Inci- 
| dentally, all MPPA meetings on the 
lsubject will be held at night so as 
| to avoid interference with ASCAP 
| meetings, since the boards of both 
lare interlocked. 

While the new terms have been 


(Continued on page §0) 


Facchine Quits 


MCA On Coast 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Russ Facchine, who has headed 
the band department at the local of- 
fice of Music Corp. of America since 
being discharged from the Navy 
earlier this year, resigned his post 
as of last Friday (20). What he in- 
tends doing is so far undisclosed, but 
it’s suspected he’s going into a per- 
sonal management deal. 

Meanwhile, Facchine’s resignation 
has caused shifts in other MCA out- 
posts. Maurie Lipsy, head of the 
Chi branch, moves here about Oct. 
1, while Jim Breyley takes over as 


chief of the latter office. 


Cosmo Reinstated 
By AFM in Deal To 
Pay Off Larry Clinton 





| earlier. 
i to 

the 
gested 














Cosmopolitan Records, which went 
| on the “unfair” list at N. Y. local 
1802 of the American Federation of 


Musicians recently, due to its failure 
to pay Larry Clinton some 
owed him, has been reinstated. Mid- 
dle of last week, Cosmo's president. 


he would pay Clinton a 
sum, said to be $1,000, 
the company did any new 


whereby 

| stipulated 
fevery time 
recording. 
| Clinton drew the first payment on 
|account last week when Cosmo did 
|a date with a small band. Settlement 
| of the affair, however, does not re- 
|secind the resignation Clinton filed 
| with Cosmo which ended a one-year- 
| with-options contract between them. 
| Pact hadn't run its first year and 
| was cancelled on the advice of AFM 
‘executives. 


ee + 


Starr (WB) Bows to RCA Plea to-Cut 


with the negotiations has developed | 
gave to| 


$6,000 | 


Harry Banks, made a deal with 802 | 





Disk Royalty a Quarter-Cent; See 


Concession Breaking Down Others 


+ 





RCA’s Big Hoopla On 
Billionth Disking 


RCA-Vicior preparing a big 
| hoopla for next month when its 
| pressing machines will turn out the 
billionth disk made by the company 
Billionth pressing will be a 12-incher 


is 


inscribed by the Boston Symphony 
under Serge Koussevitsky with 
‘Semper Fidelis’ and “Stars and 
Stripes Forever.” 

Event will be marked by national 
promotion and a dinner to RCA ex- 
|ecutives by Camden, N. J., city of- 
igicials. Camden is the site of RCA’s 
|main disk factory. 


Sells Song Rights 
For $300, It Now 
~ Looms As Big Hit 


Dick Rogers, co-writer 
| Hughie Prince of the song, “I Guess 
iI’ll Get the Papers and Go Home,” 
ibeing published by Campbell- 
| Porgie, is in a spot few songwriters 
| find themselves. He sold his interest 
jin the tune for $300 months ago and 
ithe melody now giving promise 
lof becoming a solid sheet sales hit. 
Prince, too, is thought to have dis- 
| posed of a portion of his rights. 


is 


| Rogers, probably figuring that 
{nothing would ever come. of 


|“Papers,” handed his interest in it 
{to Arthur Jarwood, owner of Cam- 
| bridge Music. Music men remember 
| this firm as the one involved last year 
|in the “Swagger” program on WJZ. 
|This show, backed by a Broadcast 
| Music, Inc., publisher-affiliation, was 
ithe program which started quite a 
,controversy in the music biz since 
‘for. weeks its own songs were 
| plugged on WJZ time seven nights 
| weekly—at BMI’s $48 per plug re- 
jturn. “WPapers’ was one of the tunes 
| put on the show in this manner. 

| Jarwood, after the “Swagger” 
| Show was pushed off its time by WJZ 
; executives, made a deal with Camp- 
| bell-Porgie to publish. That was 
|last February and the firm had held 
| the tune since. 


Carroll Gibbons, Yank, 
Britain’s No. 1 Dance 


Fave, May Do U.S. Tour 


American bandman Carroll Gib- 
bons, a longtime fixture in England, 
returned to London from New York 
Monday (23) on the Queen Mary 
to open Sept. 30 at the Hotel 
Savoy in London with a band com- 
prising five reeds, five brass and 
four rhythm. There’s a good chance, 
however, that Gibbons may accept 
some U. S. dates in three months, 
having had a number of offers. 

What impressed the Britishers 
about Gibbons that, just before 
ithe blitz, he was in America on a 
holiday and, as an American, he 
didn't have to return, but did, and 
|stayed throughout. Gibbons was in 
}and around his native Boston for a 
| week, and also spent a week in New 
| York. 





is 


| Accompanying Gibbons back to 
|London is Eddie Standring, director 
and g. m. of Campbell-Connelly, 
making his first American visit. 
| While caught in the middle of the 
|Local 802 (American Federation of 
Musicians) strike in New York, 
|'which muted most dance spots, 
Briton did see enough of New York 
and environs in the 2!2 weeks he 
was in the U. S. 

Reg Connelly, on his recent visit, 
had aligned a number of Anglo- 
American music deals with Shapiro- 





Bernstein’s new Mood Music (Co- 
lumbia Pictures) affiliate, E. B. 
Marks Corp. for the Ernesto Le- 


cuona catalog, etc. 


with | 


loped late last week 
in the line up by major music 
publishers against granting RCA- 
| Victor a concession on royalty fees 


. 
| based on the company’s new 60c re- 
|tail price for pop disks. Merman 
| Starr, head of the Warner Bros. pub- 


lishing group, after a meeting with 
Jim Murray, head of RCA’s disk di- 
vision, agreed to accept from Victor 
a fee of 1%4c per side for al ecords- 
ings of his music sold at the recentiy 
nstalled 60 

By tn move starr becalns tne 
first major publisher to acceu to 
| RCA’s plea. On the 50c price the 


company had been paying publishers 


l4oc per side, but when the pop disks 
went to 60c, tI royalty cut auto- 
|matically jumped to 2c. After ine 
i creasing the re tail pi e first, RCA 


| apprcached the publishers seeking a 
| Mc concession, asking the pubs to ac- 
ic 34c. None did, at least none 
admitted they did, until Starr last 
week made his deal with Victor, 

he few publishers know 
Starr’s move are plenty pceve 
They are curious, too. They saw 
Starr in recent months demand- 
ing RCA pay the full statutory rate 
of 2c for the use of all WB 
on the basis of Starr’s claim that the 
music of his three companies wis not 
| being assigned to. his liking, that it 
was not being distributed to top ar- 
tists at the same ratio the music of 
other publishers was turned over to 
these people. Why Starr should sud- 
denly reverse his field and give RCA 
the 134c concession it had been ask- 
ing, after forcing a 2c per side roy- 
alty all along. something about 
which they’re speculating. 

Break Others Down 

Since Starr represents Harms, Wit- 
mark and Remick, three of the most 
powerful catalogs in the music busi- 
ness (Harms is the most powerful; 
it is rated at 11,000 availability points 
in ASCAP, which is double the rat- 
ing of its nearest competitor ), it’s fig- 
ured that his move in okaying KCA’s 
request for a 1%4c¢ royalty will bieak 
other publishers down. They will 
follow in his wake sooner or later, 
though some may hold out for a 

(Continued on page 53) 


Jack Robbins’ Buy 
Of 100-Yr.-Old Co 


Jack Robbins’ ASCAP entree will 
be via the Hamilton S. Gordon, Inc., 
catalog, a 100-year-old house special- 
izing in sacred and standard music 
which enjoys seniority. J. J. Rob- 
bins & Sons may continue to ope 
erate this as a subsidiary unit, under 
its original firm name, and still build 
up a new Robbins catalog. He is 
consummating the deal to buy that 
firm’s catalog, including a five-year 
employment contract to one of the 
surviving brothers. 

Robbins is set to publish the next 
Bob Wright and Chet Forrest musi- 
comedy score they're doing for Ed- 
win Lester (“Song of Norway,” etc.). 
He’s also setting partnership pub- 
lishing deals with Ferde Grofe, Desi 
Arnaz and Duke Ellington besides 
publishing new folios by Dr. Hugo 
Frey (“Music for Millions’) and 
Domenico Savino. 


HAROLD STERN TO HEAD 
| EAGLE-LION’S MUSIC 


Harold Stern, vet musical director 
for Broadway tuneshows, leaves for 
the Coast today (Wedneday) to be- 
come a musical director at Eagle-Lion 
studios. Long associated with Olsen 
& Johnson ingtheir prattfall revues, 
he led the orch for ‘Hellzapoppin” 
for four years and for “Sons o’ 
Fun” for two years. 

Stern headed the orch which 
played in the bandshell at Manhat- 
tan Beach, N. Y., for 27 seasons, and 
also played for long stretches at the 
Ambassador, Biltmore and other 
New York hotels, 


of 
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Rosemarie Lombardo’s 
Tonsillectomy Result NSG 


ie Splits With Alexander, Get 
asie Splits With Alexander, Gets | ult NSC 
| Complications following Rose- 
e er arie Lombardo’s tonsillectomy have 
Wi thM IS © in and will probably keep her 
nus or enewing ] Orr ut of chirping action for several 
































more weeks, Operation was per- | Aaron Gonzales turned in Spanish lyrics for Jimmy McHugh-Paul Adam- 
, —s formed three weeks ago, with nor- | Son tune, “¢ hiquita From Santa Anita,” for “Hit Parade of 1947" at Re. 
William Morris agency capped & aay , a rv usually “takin about | Public Arthur Franklin will be music coordinator for “Copacabana ’ 
mat c.é e c < s = c : ‘ 7: 
— . sion s ek r ‘-ecaD- elalaenies 4 . ’ . " ry © - . * hd : 9 
long campaign last week by recap Chase, St. - Sets neni ange ee Marlin Skiles writing background music for “Dead Reckoning” at Colum. 
turing the Count Basie orchestra, a sta i « r nenine 4 ed in on the case | bia Jack Elliott composed eight songs to be used in shorts by Meridian 
cit istance that involved quite a Chase hotel, St. Louis, has Do rid nossible that the Lon Productions Emil Newman scoring “The Best Years of Our Lives” for 
among the agency, the iead sufficient name bands lt wht never be able to | Samuel Goldwy: Frank Skinner grind background music for two 
Willard Alexander, his personal ‘to nex eal Spot has Frankie Pe Universal-International pictures, “Swell Guy” and “I'll Be You 
manager for the past few months. | yo ters starting Oct. 4, with George Franz Waxman completed scoring job on ; ( ry Wolf at Warners Cass 
R ’< return to Morris. from which . sO : Daley opening her own music shop in San Fernando Valley A ' 
A S Aas ava = . ( e¢ \ OVO . 
| , ; De composing score for Harry Sherman’s “Ramrod” at Ente 
he was withdrawn by Alexander. | Calif. Ballroom Ops : an’s “Ramrod” at Enterpris 
a g with Vaughn Monroe, foll ° 
ly he Sé a Stra 
a sp between the maestl and Hote . To Meet On Setting 
neh *% h includes Jimmy D 
é A ( MiCiu ‘ 
Alexa! 4 . ; pa s 
7 se Victor Lombardo, Tony Past A 
Morris — — Basie h appomatiane Claude Thornhill. and Frankie Carle Up of (wners Ssil. an eviews 
the payment by Morris to the leaael ; 
of a $15,000 bonus in return for a Hollywood, Sept. 24 ee 
one-vear with options up to three e e Meeting of southern California 
F 7 wr ‘ “7 4 sarriee « ¥< orche ni? tris P 
irs’ contract. It also involved at ] on smit S ballroom operators will be held Oct.| KEN CASEY ORCH (13) Poor tg tigh oth S ee : A ag rimony 
agret ‘nt by Morris to pay Alex * . a 2 .| With Gloria Dale oe OUpie WeeK ago 
4 \ : 5 at Los Angeles Athletic Club for ; Or 
ande 35% of the commissions Rustic Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, N. J. . 
’ o a ain ae Wien ae purpose of forming nucleus of € ; ni : ! wich Ss 
eal ) Dalit LO < ren Casey whos ea ariou, " y ; “ 
. ~ "ah tent ag ectiaiet iclinnem Cnessters Agen ; : ae ae tee 1993, | HAL HARTLEY ORCH. (15) 
clo pe Dé a deal mad A k i) Plu ¢ Weste1 Ballroom Oy bands around New York since 1923, 
: —_ ; 4 linn here . ‘re -arne SELAND BALLROOM, MONT- 
Alexanaer alt he left Moi 0 Barney McDevitt, of Avodon here now fronts a young crew of earnest RO . | I 
plo" yut ist before withdra and A. V Jamford of Pacific Coast | ex-G.I.’s at this spot. Formed around REAL 
Basie and Monroe from the agen London, Sept. 25. | Amusement Co., are sparking meet, six months ago, the band "f . wei It's hard to tell whethe: rt 
roste! Too British songwriters held two! which will be attended by Larry | pean nen yng ieee. Pesce ail Hal Hartley pulled a smart move by 
: ve } ‘Is ) Oo MOTLES < 
Prio to Basie’s move back to neetings today (Tuesday ) witl the | Geal head of Midwest Ballroom nang a ani Tachisb | ankling the El Morocco, one of top 
M 4] ider is said to have! first huddle demanding that the} Operators Ass! who has been in- apie 7 : | niteries here, where he played fo: 
Ai gg aa cae ae | Sheil Broadcasting Corp. arrange! vited to assist in forming new Casey s arrangements feature | four years, to come to this jive joint 
approached the agency with his own 2 —_ — at in ‘a @ ag onena ea : vs ; J , plenty of bounce n’ brass but On| Hartley's band had considerable fol. 
plan to return the band there. This| its program schedules to insure all=-) grouf the other hand, the outfit is versatile | |gwing at the El, but whether he can 
called for the agency’s guarantee- | ing of a minimum of 90% British | Outfit plans to discuss correction | enough to be equally able on sweet garner the same popularit, rere 
ing him (Alexander) a minimum |tunes along w ith a bigger percent-| of prices and other problems as they | and Latin rhythms. It's also evident | Roseland remains to be seen 
of $15,000 yearly for the next five | age of operatic and classical selec- | arise They also plan taking up that ore on oe numbers, Possible booking of name bands 
years against 35% of the band’s com-| tions. Second powwow of cleffers| such problems as ASCAP levy and the melody is never lost. |}may bring mobs to the spot, though 
mission earnings, or to buy Alexan-| was for purpose of forming a Brit- | possibility of BMI arranging simi- Sidemen are amply spotted for it must be admitted on opening night 
der’s interests out for a flat $17,500.| ish songwriters’ association equiv-| jar collection setup <r = -—y oe are Mor- | (14) 7 joint was jammed 
} ie alent to the U. S. Songwriters’ Pro- ris Libby, who trumpets a unique Hartley has boosted his crew to a 
Morris turned the deal down alent to the S, ! g ion Cien VW ; at 
. t ve You Anything But Love »ll-balanc » \ ; 
Ever since Alexander left Morri tective Assn = a ne | Pas gh hw Bhat on th B I : | - a) 15 men which is a 
6 ’ d Xc I 5 °- . ¢ i ‘ons Tre > “ove » . he 
to set up his own office, last winter, Should BBC fell to mest apy Gloria Dale, red-headed vocalist 11 he eel ah tas GL Gheenands ee 
Morris has been after Basie to re- |™men's demands, representations will u S who's on the portly side, gives out | are different, of course. but the bovs 
penne ay . . : |be made to Parliament and even to with latter. A vocalist of more eye | are ¢ . . : 
gain booking rights to his band. | ~ < 1uinu rom page 49 —— » : - | are coming through in fine shaps 
Latter sed been handled by Alex- | Prime Minister Clement Attlee. At- Soe wee ee and aural appeal would be of in- Being strictly a rug-cutter’s spot 
ande who farmed hin out to vari- tending meetings were Noel Coward, | kept under cover, the paramount | estimable aid to a newly launched | much of the band’s success will lie 
ander, oO ta C a +e ee Eric Maschwi A. P ; Te a orchestra such as Casey's. Skin- bg hist Recep lind 
ous bookers in various fields Ivor Novello, Eric Maschwitz, A. P.' proposals are these: ante tie Pe ibe Bye ; | in how far the men can go in blow- 
; Herbert. Joe Gilbert, Jimmy Ken-| ww. contrac dur which + b- | beatel em deRosa, piano and] ing their brains out, and setup of 
This method of sellin; the orches- | ,.gy Michael Carr and Hayden lis! aC pireoorete ty under W my 1 : pub- | epee solos by Bill Maxted and Joe | civ brass five sax and four vinwthum 
aeeseeth , 7, ee S —a sher accep a song will not con- | p "eS ‘tively. c & + fat iy . 
tra, however, developed a couple of | wooq = pi iy a0 Me 8 oh Rs I | DiRobe yee roe gp atone ds OF Or ow for | seems to fill the purpose to perfec- 
‘(rane Alexander and Joe Glaser . stitute an assignment of rights. tj};a nice change of pace. our-man | tion 
Slaps. Ana ew cee ener, Songwriters’ conclave resulted in ; ae suka rithi ix |arranging§ staff. |} led bv Ken! “Ss; 
he f Associated Booking Cor; ‘ is an offer to assign within six | arranging _ staff, 1eade dy en What's needed most now are a hot 
tee BP gt agitons mie OORINE SO'P | an election committee compris!Ns | months To earn the assignment, | Sisson, also rates a nod for better | Vocalist. n welty items and x ee 
¥ n ] ¢ e 4 me aser , 7 ‘ r: . -_ ’ ‘4 . " ( “3 ie S i rsome Loot 
got into two arguments when Glaser | pric Maschwitz, Noel Gay, Vivian the publisher must print a certain | than average treatments scounmnennenin P ; 1 coe 
booked Basie into tie Aquarium ‘lis. Irw Dash. Ji > Kennedy. | ‘ ; : ‘ | As soon as Casey irons out the | °* g ara. 
; Ellis, Irwin Dash, Jimmy Kennedy,! number of sheet music copies, one 
Restaurant, New York, and Alexan- . Cilber Michael Carr. Billy abs ‘ minor wrinkles inevitably present in 
, Joe Gilbert, Michae arr, 1UY | orchestration and at least one key "a N T 
der refused to pay him commission | Reed Sonny Miller. Tommy Connor a ape sti If at ie mak an) all con bands, outfit may well move riterion’ $s ext ome 
, he i ‘ . ser . . pole ae ; oe *!| vocal orchestration. a 1e e€ Of; upwards from this Palisades show ad , 
on the job. Later, Glaser set the | Box and Cox with Bruce Sievier as | . ne this hae Bove egg et, 5. are ee Criterion Music. which recently 
band into the Band Box, Chicago : six months this has not been done, the’ window , ; 
—— ae a Ox, ©nlcaso. | temporary chairman. Also Arnold | conewriter can demand the return of went into book publishing as a side- 
por noes Sk ae rs ¥ | Clayton and Phil Cardew, heads of | his.tune without returning the ad- | JIMMY JOY ORCH (12) | line, by taking on the marketing of 
‘ommiuss Ss. : Ss > } e . re < . , : “ = P _ —- , . . 
icstieieas geo po ts ms the arrangers, composers and COPYy-| vance he received. (This is to pre- | With Bobby Dixon, Jack Rael |} & Jazz tome by Dave Dexter, will 
OXING & witnarawn. ists section, a branch of the musi-| vent publishers from accepting | Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City |}also publish in the U.S. the next 
As a result of Basie’s move back | cians’ union, will give expert advice | songs, filing them away and never| Jimmy Joy is an old face on the | edition of Frenchman Charles De- 
to Morris, geod Fy Rs a |on trade gine matters. The com-| working on them, or holding thea | Saneenee in nga a, but he’s} launey’s “Hot Discography.” Book 
managing the band. ilt ins, | mittee is skedded to meet again | yntil ready.) with a new band this season.| igs due later in the year. 
is handling the chore. Oct. 2 Re . Outfit is one he’s been building since Dexter’s book, “Jazz Cavalcade,” 
3-6c Royalty on Sheets |its assemblage in Chi last spring, " 
Pp . lid | when salaries of his old outfit forced will be released next month. 
r= Er ee et 3 a | SPA proposes a sliding scale on | . 
nd | : : the askin ice . = — = 
; ‘ : | royalties calling for: | him - ieee" the ether and 
J . o; , se ic . P 
“TODAY S TOP TIP! (a) 15% of the wholesale price on| This crew uses the locally well- | Top Tunes for Your Books 
the first 106,000 copies sold, or not} known Joy style. with tunes right | 
lless than 3c per copy; (b) 20° of | out of the honeycomb 
| and rhythms | 7 
a 7 lthe retail price on ail sales between jon the moderately lively side. Solid | An All Time Favorite 
100,000 and 300,000, or not less than | sweet has been the Joy forte for lo! | 
4c per copy; (c) 25% of the retail | these 20 vears, and it takes with the ? 
* Ml price on sales between 300,000 and | customers as much as_ ever. It’s | 
ont ot | 500.000. or not less than 5c per copy; jon 4 for this compact dinner-dance | 
' } ’ Ss | 
‘ , | (d) 30% of reta e | 
: Roy Alfred and Fred Wise eta. ing paw pre ead The date also returns the Terrace | 
ro Bc , — “| Grill to its estore rut of top names | 
men es : | and semi-names, Joy is to be fol- | 
; Track Records Jockey , No bulk deals: for example, no | lowed by Orrin Tue ker’s band, which | 
1 Columbia Les Brown |} agreements with foreign music pub. | hasn't made a stand here in years | Music by ‘ 
; * ° | A d ee 
7 . (4; lishers to handle the catalog of a;  “ reed man himself, Joy plays 
' a — — | U. S. publisher. |them heavily in his instrumentation | JIMMY McHUGH 
; y — 4| Fifty percent of all foreign income, | — og — Saxes, including 
4 Decca Romo Vincent 4 | including advances. | sent of 1 te ne omange di his standby Published by Robbins 
: t Fifty percent of the statutory roy- | poo playing two clarinets at once : 
if * * * 20 : registers as cleverly as ever. While 
: hy | alty rate from mechanical sales (Ic | the saxes carry the main load. brass — 
t Transcription Handicaps Jockey | ner " py sold to songwriters, since | section of trumpet trio and trombone READY WILLING ABLE 
+ | legal rate is 2c). | works in nicely. Rhyth 
| Capitol P \ ythm section ’ . 
’ P eggy Lee & Frank DeVol rt Fifty percent of all revenue ac- | fills out with piano, string bass and Di y kK: 
, scharged Vet wanis toe get back: 
} Standard Freddy Martin 4 | cruing to publishers from all sources | | drum. lI rhe » thenwied t ele busl- 
Lan -Worth The F Knight - nor th Vocal work features Bobby Dixon. | roug nowledge of ma 
g our Knights 4] | Other than the usual sheet sale in- young balladeer, and okay. Jack || 2% Desires job with futare. Ref- 
World Les Brown a | come, mechanical and synchroniza- | Rou takes rhythm singing, ani erences furnished. Contact Box 649, 
. . i] | tion revenue. — (¢ s ean: anc 7 as . 
s MacGregor Jimmy Grier Roreeee : Thi means lyric | yoy chants out most of the oldies, VARIETY, 154 West sth St., New 
Capitol P Ww Hunt | mags, which are currently returning | 5, unis Sane a a 3 York 19, N. Y. 
i P ee wee run j| publishers approximately $650,000 eputed. Joy usually 
| Standard The Starlighters | annually, tieups with jewelry, nov- | gum = Sowa —————— 
NBC Thesaurus Novatime Trio /elty. clothing concerns, etc.). 
Lang-Worth Tommy Tucker Quarterly accountings to song- 
Muzak Jerry Seers i|writers and more detailed account- 
4 7 ings 
Associated Elliott Lawrence er 
shers cannot dispose of for- 
* m * eign rights to a song before giving : : 
lit a try in the U. S. This is Pn pre- Lyrics and Music by BETTY MAIER 
Playing ‘THE BEST MAN’ Across the Board {| vent a publisher from taking a song. a 
Jack Smith Dick J | shelving it for the future in the U. S. | Available for Revue 
: ac mi ic urgens while foreign affiliates work on it 
Bobby Sherwood Buddy Rich and exhaust its possibilities. Then 
Martha Tilton Jimmy Grier when the U. S. publisher eventually | 


returns the ditty its potentialities 


‘| Leighton Noble 

















which expires Jan. 1. 


Tommy Tucker {| abroad have already been dissipated. 

Buddy Morrow Doris Day so that few other pubs will accept 
|| Freddy Martin Jack McLean jit 

King Cole Trio Les Brown These proposals are not couched 

Marshall Young Eugenie Baird in the language devised by the SPA 

} enatage aod ps ge 1, committee and attorneys, and they 

fn y ous Frima are not complete. But, essentially. 

* * + jthey are the salient points in the 

| proposals. On the basis of the feel- | 

Entered by VANGUARD SONGS {ing among publishers aware of 

; : | them. it may take more than the 

Trainers next three months to arrive at a! 

Harry Tenney Billy Stoneham Herb Montei | Satisfactory conclusion. Or the ne- 

; Marty Tenney Chicago Hollywood | Sotvations may drag out beyond the 

New York ; rf} expiration of the current contract 

[ ||; between the SPA and publishers, | 

; esos td Gd 1S et 9 9 Ie Ee et Pee. 


George Duning composing score 


i 


Music Notes 


Milt Stein now representing Pemora Music in Hollywood. . 
Buenos Aires representative of various U. S. publishers. 


.Ralph Todd, 
in New York. 
for “Johnny O'Clock” at Metro. ... 






























































OH, 


OH, LIN-DA ES 


GOOD. SHE 
BIEN LA BUE- NA VE - 


Copyright 1946 by Betty Maier 








LIN-DA MEANS BEAU- Ti- FUL BUE- NA MEANS 





WAS A GOOD NEIGH-BOR, SHE UN-DER- STOOD. 
ci - NA QUE COM-PRE-DWO BIEN. 


Orchestration Ready 


Contact—ELLIOTT JACOBY 
Station WOR—PEnnsylvesia 6-8600 


LIN- DA Y  BUE- NA TAM- 
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Lewis R. Zeyher has been named | executive . Billy Butterfield cut 
Morris’ band...Eli Oberstein, RCA- | four sides for Capitol Records 
ee i repertoire head, |Connie Haines, backed by Manny | 
Victor artists anc ‘ Kline’s band, waxed four platters 
sold his Barryville, N. Y., estate for Mercury—Bob Eberly forn 
( acres, swimming pool, tennis ocalist with Jimmy Do. 
{ ek Benny Goodmans press astra, in Hollywood for a 0 
° 2 i) ] } evs 
agent planning to distribute plastl ; 7 . ht sag = "Mel — 
lobsters te newspapermen to herald Vie ne sut on a show for wound- 
B G’s disking of “Pity the Poor) de liers at Bidmingham General 
Lobste1 Pan - America Reco H t Jane Powe vyaxed 
; distribute Gotham a ; on the f 3s sl sal M 
Coast. Gotham will distrib Pan- H iy Mexico”... Tex Be 
A in the east Glenn Miller orchestra signed for a 
Barry Gray, WOR's all-night | musical short, “Ten Minutes to 
disk jock, to do a broadcast tron Love at RKO Russ Morgan 
Aquarium Restaurant, N. Y.. Oct. 3 | Dand checked in at Columbia Pic- 
when Duke Ellington band opens |tures 101 musical Specialty spots in 
there . Jack Leonard, ex-band vo- “Cigarette Girl 
list now a single, signed to seven- oe 
yeal Columbia film contract ' Pittsburgh 
‘J . Taps. -Major ha} ¥ or 8 Victor Lombardo’s band into Bill 
with General Artist una hee fo! two weeks hee 
bh a press af ent, ha pe ‘ Oct Tommy Carly: hig 
into regulal Army ana ine I : 2 ) holds until then 
it a career, currently ee 7 Baron Elliott orchestra, re umil r as 
Washington, D. C : WCAE staff band, will double into | 
Joe Mooney’s quartet, which Nas) yooue Terrace for fortnight starting 
ce created such a stir at Sandy’s, Pat- | Oct, 18 Justine Wayne into the 
erson, N. J., moves into Club 18. Green Acres cocktail bar and Bills 
New . York, Oct. 7....Albert Ea || Catizone’s orchestra into the main 
named assistant ad manager of Co-| gining room Eddie Metcalfe, 
lumbia Records....Lilyann Carroll, formerly with Tommy Tucker, re- 
ex-Louis Prima vocalist, into Coro- | cently out of the army, Joining new 
net, Philadelphia, Friday (27) for| Homer Ochsenhirt band at William 
two weeks .Marianne Dunne, last; Penn Hotel's Terrace Room as vo- 
with Herbie Fields band, into new | calist and lead sax... Ginger Snaps 
Charlie Ventura combo Jack | have had option renewed at Oasis 
" Meyerson shifts to general manager |through middle of next month 
of World Broadcasting, Decca sub-|Stan Bailey trio Hollywood Show 
sid. while Stanley Goodman takes}; Bar, replacing Two Kings and a 
his Decca spot as merchandise man- | Queen .. . Both Billy Leech, former 


On The Upbeat 


New York 


1Army as a major and into Allied 
Record Manufacturing Co. as an 


ager of phonograph and accessories |Guy Lombardo vocalist, and Johnny 


diy 
ne 


Donahue & Coe to handle M-G-M!WBBM in 
sk advertising. . 


al 


no 


rel 
Boys plays first eastern theatre date 


Tucker added | Kirby, 
to band 


ision.... Tommy 
w femme quartet 


KDKA singer, who left town 
short time ago to join staff of 
Chicago, have landed 
commercial shows there. 


only 


..Leonard Stevens 
w road manager for Elliot Law- 
orchestra....Lecuona Cuban 





ice 


Dallas 





at Earle, Philadelphia, Oct. 4 Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey's bands 

will play opposite each other here, 

Hollywood T. D. at the State Fair of Texas, 

Lew Fidler and his Latin band | while J. D. is at the Plantation... 

opened at the new Club Cobar, Los| Woody Herman orchestra due for 
Angeles . , Leo Fortin, trumpeter, | 4 run on the Interstate Circuit 

recently discharged from the Army, | Harry James orchestra doing a series 

rejoined Lawrence Welk’s orches- | |of one nighters at Dallas, Houston, 
tra ... Eugene R. Mathis, out of the | 'San Antonio and Port Arthur 


|Joe Sudy’s band now on deck at 

















| Pappy’ s Showland ... Mural Room 


POCKET of the Baker Hotel has reopened 

lafter being closed for _ several 

months, with music by Vincente 

METRONOME |Brigale . “Lady of Liberty” a 

When Opened, Back of Case Serves |song written by John W. Miller, 
as ‘ 


local lawyer and set to music by 
Paul Wellbaum, has been published 
by Carl Fischer, Inc. 


Eneel. 





Chicago 


Earl Hines marks his 20th anni 

a bandleader when he opens at 
| Regal Theatre, Chi, Friday ; 
Five Harmoneers, spiritual singers, 
pacted by Chi office of William 
Morris and signed by King Records. 
. Chester Conn of Bregman, Vocco 

|& Conn in Chi to promote score of 
| 20th-Fox’s “Three Little Girls in 
| Blue” . Armand Kline left Wil- 
‘liamson Music to move over to Mood 
Dick Jurgens started run at 
Aragon Ballroom last week, his first 
Chi date in almost four years, since 
, entering Marines Lawrence 
| Welk, now playing one-nighters in 
|}the Dakotas, follows Jurgens into 
the Aragon sometime in November 
for an indefinite stay Sully 
Mason opens at the Lowery hotel, 
St. Paul, this week Mel Cole 


as 
the 


(27) 





INCHES 
PERFECT MECHANISM 
ACCURACY GUARANTEED 


ACTUAL SIZE 2% 


No Federal tax 


$25. Nickel Chrome 


Mat! Orders Promptly Filled 
Vrice Includes Postage and Shipping 


ALFRED H. GLASSER 
JEWELER 
421 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 


orchestra closing at Colosimo’s 
opening at Vine Gardens. 








and | 
|terfere with the booking of them | 


Irving Berlin Wins Inj. In 


Amateur Song Gimmick 
Federal Court of Newark granted 


an injunction Monday (23) halting | 


use of Irving Berlin's name by | 
Eleanor Filak or anyone connected 
with her in the organization known 


as Universal Writers of America. | 
Suit was originally brought in New- 
ik last fortnight by Berlin’s at- 
rney T Newman — of 
O'Brie! Driscoll & Raftlfert 
Miss Filak disappeared from New 
York offices set up under UWA, and 
New Jersey was found to be he! 
home 
Berl stituted action when it was 
that UWA, headed b\ VI 
Filak vas circulating a liette t 
ateur songwriters asking them to 
join the organization at a $10 an- 
ial fee, and signing it “Irving Ber- 
lin.” Composer charged illegal use 
of the name to defraud in brief filed 


bv Lawler. 


Col. Records 
Mex. City Plant 


Cincinnati, Sept. 24 
Priming for a chunk of the half 
billion records the disk industry is 
aiming at for 1947, Columbia Re- 
cording executives, production, sales | 


|and advertising chiefs, and personnel 
ifrom 48 distributing points through- 
out the country conclude a two-day 
convention in the Gibson hotel to- 
|night. Attendance is close to 500, 
| including a constellation of the CBS 
subsidiary’s top warblers and toot- 
lers, brought on to give personal | 
oomph to the powwow, the largest | 
yet held in the platter field 
Columbia’s newest of three press- 
ing plants is located at nearby Kings 





Mills. This unit was purchased in 
December, 1944, from Remington 
Arms, finally went into small pro- 


duction five months ago and is ex- 
pected to double Columbia's pre- 
war output by early 1947. Formal 
opening of the plant was tied in with 
the sales convention today. 

At one of the business sessions | 
which filled Monday’s (23) schedule, | 
Edward Wallerstein, CRC prexy, | 
announced that the expansion pro- 
gram calls for two new pressing 
plants, one in Beverly Hills, Calif., 
'and the other in Mexico City. Erec- 
tion of these properties are to start 
with the lifting of government re- 
strictions on materials, the sites for | 
them having been purchased, build- 
| ing plans drawn and equipment and 
| material orders placed. 


—E 





Newark Terrace Room 
_ Resumes, as Ballroom, 
| With Glen Gray Orch 


Terrace Room, Newark, 
| started its career as a cafe 
the war, when Frank Daile 
it as a substitute for 


during | 
y opened 
his war- 
snagged Meadowbrook, in nearby 
|Cedar Grove, N. J., resumed last | 
| week (Tuesday) as a public ballroom 
under the name of Terrace Ball- | 
room. While the Rosenhaus broth- 
owners of the Mosque theatre 
building, which houses the room, 
couldn’t make a go of it as cafe op- 
;erators last season, when they suc- 
ceeded Dailey, the chances seem much | 
better that Simon La Farge New 
York concessionaire, is going to do 
allright with the spot as a ballroom. 
| Cheering for him will be Dailey, 
who didn’t care much for the Rosen- 
haus use of the room as a cafe 
| since their search for the best name | 
bands constantly threatened to in- 


ers, 
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DOWNBEAT CLUB 


VICTOR-BLUEBIRD RECORDS 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


745 Fifth Ave., New York 22 PL. 5-5572 
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. | dancefloor. 


| three 


| for his Meadowbrook. 
La Farge debuted the 
a flat 83c admission week- 
$1.17 per on weekends. Open- 
| ing night crowd was claimed to have 
surpassed 1,600, which is more pa- 
trons than the spot held at any time 
during its run as a cafe, except a| 
|half dozen or so occasions 
Dailey. Remainder of the week was 
good and the weekend was reported 
big. There is no other public ball- 
room in Newark. 

La Farge didn’t change the appear- 
ance of the room much. It had been 
|completely redecorated by Rosen- | 
|haus. Notably, he enlarged the 
He is running contests | 
every night. 
So far, La Farge has bought only 
bands, Georgie Auld and 
| Buddy Morrow to follow Gray. He’s 
| not looking beyond those as yet, pre- 
\ferring to wait and see what hap- 
|pens at the b.o. He won't use the 
|top names, although it’s probable 
‘one will be brought in every now 


| days, 


| BVC Signs Broekman 


| by 


, week. First works by Broekman to 
| be marketed by BVC will consist of 


which | 3 


| Violins and Love,” “Intermezzo for 
a Day in May,” 


ica 
| ‘ 
{Tommy Tucker’s orchestra, 


|have purchased a neighborhood bar 


ballroom 
| policy with Glen Gray’s orchestra, | 
4 | askiog 


mien | 





and. then, 





| 
in Sunnyside, L. I, which will open | 
|}Oct. 2 under the name Melody 
| Lounge. | 


Weeks ‘Fast’ ay 

Band Hotel Piayed Week On Bate 
Griff Williams....Waldorf (550; $2)......... coscces-- O £1,300 1,300 
Henry King......Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)............ 9 1,100 1,100 
Les Elgart...... . New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).......... @ £1,000 1,000 

Chicago 

Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; $3-$3.50 min ) 
Conventions helping to healthy 6,000 : 

Mel Cooper (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $1.50-$2.50 min ) 
Had been closed by strike. Phil Regan opened Wednesday (19) and built 
p good 2,000. 

Sherman Hayes (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 min ) 
Arthur Nelson puppets and Singing Mart pened in new show Friday 
(20). Strong 3,200 on the entire week 

Clyde MeCoy (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel; 700; $3-$3.50 min ) 
Closed by strike. Holdover show reopened Friday (20). Nice 1,500 for 
Friday and Saturday only. 

Freddy Nagel (Empire Room, Palmer House; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Evelyn 
Knight and Rolly Rolls followed Dunninger and non-music layout Thurs- 
day (19). Socko 7,500 on the week 

Louis Prima (Panther Room, Sherma hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min). 
Powerful 7,000 

Los Angeles 

Leighton Noble (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50: 2d wk) Rush on here as 

rike closes other hotels: clips 4,500 tab 

Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50 indef). Strikeslashed, only about 
2.500 covers 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Gracie Fields terrific 
6,000 

Saxie Dewell (Blackhawk; 500; $2-$250 min.). New layout opened 
Wednesday (18), following Del Courtney. Extra good 5,700 

Dick Jurgems (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15). Opened Tuesday (17). Very good 
21,000. 

Art Kassel (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15). Okay 17,000 

Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $3-$3.50 min.). Jackie Coogan, Arthur 
Lee Simpkins, Diosa Costello with Shaw for neat 3,600 

(Los Angeies) 
Tex Beneke-Glenn Miller (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 3d wk). Hit hard 


by walkout so only gathered 10,000 entrants 


Bill Butterfield (Avodon, B, Los Angeles, 6th wk). Repeat for another 
nice 6,000 

Lionel Hampton (Trianon, B, South Gate, 2d wk). Fairly well satisfied 
with 5,900 pasteboards. , 

Carmen Cavallare (Ciro’s, N, Hollywood. Ist wk). Smash houses after 
half week start good for 2,800 covers. 

Benny Goodman (Meadowbrook, B, Culver City, 2d wk). Staying as 


powerful as ever with encored 9,000 customers 

Jimmy and Tommy Dorsey (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park (5th and 2d 
wks). Fraternal stand keeps up boffo to 13,000 entrants 

Jan Garber (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 2d wk) 
over this still holds to 5,000 payees. 


,*% 
. 


Even though season's 











Material is ready on 


- December - 


Composer-maestro David Broek- 
man was signed to a term contract 
Bregman, Vocco & Conn last 


a series of new compositions under Lyric by Music by 

the title, “The Music of David TIM GAYLE GENE SUTTON 

Broekman.” MAGGI McNELLIS Licensed thru 8M! 
List includes some unusual titles, ar 


la Raymond Scott. They are: 
“Samba of the Orchids,” “Etude for SUTTON MUSIC COMPANY 


1000 Broadway, San Diego 1, California 





“Dialogue for Love,’ 
‘Chant of the Amazon” and “Beauti- 
ful Blue Hudson.” 














KEYBOARD ARTISTS: 7 


We gave you “Dizzy Fingers" and 
"Kitten on the Keys" 

NOW! 

Our Greatest Piano Novelty 


MUSICAL |] 











Dugan, Galkin Team 


John Dugan, head of the theatre 
department of Musie Corp. of Amer- 
and Joe Galkin, manager of 
become 
| business partners n@®xt month. They 




















Spot seats 150 and has been under- 
going a complete refurbishing the 
|past few weeks. It will use small 
| musical combos set in the middle of 














1619 Broadway, New York 19 





MILLS MUSIC, INC. | 


|of a huge circular bar. 























WHEN THE ORGAN 
PLAYED AT TWILIGHT 


WALLACE-CAMPBELL-CONNELLY 








~ SANTLY-JOY, 


Tale pie 
"1619 Broadway, New York 19 © 
Tommy Voalando, Gen. Prof. Mar 





Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 30 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cover- | 


age Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks. Pub- 
lished by the Office of Research, Inc. 

Survey Week of September 13-19. 1946 
A GR Sees vee ee nee 3 eee e Se Tre ey ey eee ee oe Robbins 
Along With Me—*“Call Me Mister”..............000; ...+..Witmark 
Ais "THO Be ORCA V OB. oe cosas Ak cee ‘ weeeee meMiIck 
Blue Skies—j“Blue Skies” ............. ....-Berlin 
Coffee Song, The ana , mek Valiant 
Doin’ What Comes Natur’lly—*“Annie Get Your Gun”. Berlin 
Five Minutes More .....Melrose 
For You For Me Forever More Chappell 
Girl That 1 Marry, The “Annie Get Your Gun” Berlin 
Gypsy ee ae ee ee re a ee re ee Leeds 
1 Don’t Know Enough About You ; . C-P 
I Don’t Know Why—j“Faithful In My Fashion” Feist 
I've Got Sun In the Morning—*“Annie Get Your Gun 3erlin 
If You Were the Only Girl. .... Mutual 
I'll Be With You In Apple Blossom Timé Broadway 
ite Gf PIC Tk ee GROOGUIGIE so ieicas cad cuceeececeessgeue eee Leeds 
Linger In My Arms a Little Longer Baby .... Bourne 
et eR ee rer er errr . .Capitol 


: cae etJROrG 
“Three Little Girls In Blue” Triangle 
‘Call Me Mister” ...Witmark 
Santly -Joy 
.Famous 
Berlin 


Rumors Are Flying 
Somewhere In the Night 
South America Take It Away—*' 
Surrender ; 
That Little Dream Got Nowhere My Heart” 
They Say It’s Wonderful—*“Annie Get Your Gun” 


fe Oss 


This Is Always—j“Three Little Girls in Blue” mrre: 3 & 

To Each His Own—i“To Each His Own” Paramount 
Whatta Ya Gonna Do BMI 

Why Does It Get So Late So Early —_ _....Harms 
Without You (Tres Palabras)—*"Make Mine Music”... ....Southern 
You Keep Coming Back Like a Song—7;"Blue Skies” Berlin 


Following songs are those that did not have enough performance credits 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, Sept. 21) 
To Each His Own. .Paramount 
Five Minutes More.....Melrose 
If You Were Only Girl. .Mutual 
Surrender .. .... Santly-Joy 
So. Am. Take It Away. .Witmark 





Rumors Are Flying.....Oxford 
I Don't Know Why... Feist 
Gypsy . : Leeds 
I Don’t Know Enough Cc-P 


| Lost Without You Advanced 

| Coming Up 

| This Is Always BVC 
I Guess I'll Get Papers C-P 


And Then It’s Heaven Remick 


My Sugar So Refined. .Criterion 
Who Told You That Lie.Stevens 
Somewhere in Night Triangle 
Pretending Criterion 
More Than You Know Mille: 


Old Buttermilk Sky 
Linger in My Arms 


Burke-VH 
Bourne 








Band Plays by Ear 
Only, So Never Heard 
Of Copyright Protection 


St. Joseph, Mo., Sept. 24 

Ray D. Nye, operator of a 
cafe at nearby Savannah, 

fined $600 for song 
| Federal Court here 

| Was 





roadside 
Mo., was 
infringement in 





imposed for permitting a five- 


} 
| 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


The joint promotional tieup between Columbia Records and Revlon Cose 


| metics, is costing the two outfits a total of $600,000 exploiting the cos- 


| 
| 
| 


metic firm’s new “ultra-violet” lipstick and nail polish plus a long range 
buildup of the platter firm’s chirpstress, Dinah Shore. Whole campaign 


| will be woven around use of the Harms’ tune “Who'll Buy My Violeis?” 


Stunt was born at McCann-Trickson. Fact that agency handled both ace 
counts made it a natural. Revlon has appropriated $500,000 for an all- 
out “ultra-violet” campaign and Columbia’s participating to the tune of 
$100,000. 


Lyrics of the oldie, ““‘Who')j Buy My Violets,” were slightly altered to fit 
the situation, by the addition of the word. “ultra.” Columbia is backing 
the number witn a campaign which includes distribution of the recore 


to some 600 disc jockeys and music librarians, special promotion to coin 
machine ops and plugs on its own CBS air program, The Columbia Rec- 
| ord Shop, emceed by Martin Block 

Incidentally, there are two versions of “Who'll Buy My Violets’ tne 
Harms version was copyrighted in 1940 with music by Jose Padilla, lyri 


| Spanish 
| Violetera” (“Won't Somebody Buy 


| the case involving the Music Publishers Holding Corp. 


Sept. 18. Penalty | 


by E. Ray Goetz, French words 
words by 


Albert Willemetz and Saint-Granier a 
Marks Music copyright “La 
Violets?”) in 1934. Padilla 
by Paul Hill. English lyrics were 
Montesinos scribed the Spanish words. 


DY a 


Eduardo Montesinos 
My 
music with an arrangement 
by Francia Luban while 


wroie 
this also 


done 


New York court of appeals is setting some sort of a record in deliberating 
(WB music com- 


bine) vs. American Tobacco Co. Court has had the MPHC appeal from ean 


appellate division reversal of a N. Y. supreme court decision in its favor 
for more than six months without indicating a nod to one or the other. 
Cases preceding and following the MPHC action on the docket have been 
disposed of some time ago 

Action involves a suit for $100,000 damages against American Tobacco 


for the claimed mishandling 
“Hit Parade” 


of the accurate position on its Lucky Strike 
program of two songs published by the Warner firms. 
































on the week to be included in the top group. They mostly are tunes | Plece band to play two copyrighted Tommy Dorsey did not take any issue with the inclusion last week of 

rising in , opularity. jtunes on which ta, spot had not | Paul Barry and/or Jack Johnstone in the Coast golf tourney of the Music 

All Through the Day—i“Centennial Summer”.......... .Williamson received permission of the copyright | Publishers Contact Employees union, which is contrary to earlier reports, 

Come Rain or Come Shine—*"St. Louis Woman”... Crawford owners. | Dorsey was said to have threatened to withdraw his prize donation due 

Cynthia’s In Love My ere ye. a ABC Members of the band, testifying in | to a beef against Barry and Johnstone's participation in the tournament 

Fither It's Love Or It Isn’t—i“Dead Reckoning”........ Mood Music | their own defense, said they played (both are members from N. Y., and were on the Coast visiting). Tourney, 

Everybody Kiss Your Sweetheart ..Feist jonly by ear and depended on radio | incidentally, was won by Charlie Warren in a 36-hole elimination match. 

{ Guess I'll Get the Papers and Go Home tC-P and juke boxes for picking up their | Johnstone won the putting title 

OR OR Be Oe oo a eer re err eee rT Advanced reportoire. Since copyright notice | ——_—— 

It's My Lazy Day ;' ery . Stevens is vocally omitted from air and coin | Seems like the Russians are solidly decided that jazz isn’t jazz unless it 

I've Never Forgotten—‘“Sketch Book”.... .. Morris | disk performances, they were un- | plugs the Soviet. For the second time in less than two months a sta‘e 

i ce RR 5s Cs ards 6 Vang 06a Nea eee ogee Re .Dorsey Bros. | @ware of the necessity for securing | music critic has taken hefty pokes at a state pop bandleader, saying in 
\ GUO is. 006 bs obs wdon 09 0nd ewe eedasaden Miller | Permission. | effect that the people want their music draped in pink, and scoving 

My Fickle Eye : ey ee eT -Santly -Joy a = | “ideological scantiness” of the maestro’s jazz. 

On the Boardwalk—"‘Three Little Girls in Blue”...... -BVC Spike Jones draws $9,500 for three; I. Alferov, music critic, aimed his thrusts at Leonid Utesov, saying latter 

MME eR Tee CERES ELE LLU E Leek ye Feist days Oct. 3-5 at Kennewick. Wash- | had “followed road of creative degradation of imitating western Euroe 

PR od rsh C5 PS RRSTEIS BOS EEA AS ORI A CRORES Sr Capitol ington, grape festival. pean jazz.” 

PEMONCr OF LOVE 6506s ceewcB ar Mayfair | ‘ 

Route 66 . Mei Soe dials Burke- VH —— en ———— — 

ES I IO Ie CO iii vive ccessencensicdnadecedies Shapiro . 

Tumbling Trumbleweeds Williamson @. Does your radio sound different lately? 

Under the Willow Tree .Peter Maurice . vs ‘ 

Which Way That the Wind Blows. ........ccsccccccccee ove Sun A. 


Yes, because for the first time in musical 
history, the Number One song in the nation 
was written by 


Who Told 
Whole 


.tStevens 
Robbins 


You 
World 


That Lie 


Is Singing My Song 


¢ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. t BMI Licensed. 


: | Mex. Composers Seek 
| Govt. Help in Forcing 
| Disk Box Royalties 


Mexico City, Sept. 24. 


ed 


Jay Livingston 


and 


Ray Evans 








-STANDAR 


Help of the government in get- ( 
iting what it calls equitable royal- 66 ’ Y ze 9 9 
ties from jukebox use of disks in T O a) 6 h His Own 
scribed with its members composi- 


tions has been asked by the Society 
of Authors, Composers and Writers 
of Mexico™SMACEM). 

According to the Society, the 17.- 


(Inspired by the Paramount Picture) 
WATCH THE STATISTICS GO BY! 


a 








| 000 juke boxes licensed in local 
| restaurants, taverns, beer saloons, Number 1 on the Hit Parade' 
eic. each operate average of 17 hours Number 1 Sheet Music Seller! 
daily. And, while they yield their N her 1 in Radio Perf < ae 
| operators small fortunes, the com- umber in adio rertormances. 
| posers get but peanuts—a mere 50 Number 1 in Record Sales! 


centavos (10.5 cents) a day. 


(5 Records Out of the First 8) 

Number 1 in Juke Box Favorites! 
(4 Records Out of the First 9) 

Number 1 in Records “Most-Played-on-the-Air!” 
(5 Records Out of the First 8) 


IN A SONG, ITS THE POPULARITY THAT COUNTS 
FURTHERMORE, “TO EACH HIS OWN” 


is the most popular song ever written with this 
title! 


ALSO, Jay Livingston and Ray Evans are the only 


| New Agency 
| Newly formed agency, United At- 
| tractions, besides handling legit 
casting and radio packages, is also 
invading the band field. New Ken 


Casey outfit, at Rustic Cabin, Engle- 
wood Cliffs, N. ., first band. 





is 








ie 7 | 
Starr-Victor 





Continued from page 49 


a9 aie songwriters under contract to Paramount whose ; 
WHIIe,. ’ 

| It's also said that Starr gave th first names are Jay and Ray! 

same rovalty concession to Capitol ov . } . 

and me both of which intend NO QO] HER SONGWRITERS CAN MAKE | HIS STATEMENT! 

|; going to vVUc. 


— — range Mary disk Coming Soon — “On the Other End of a Kiss” 
royalty situation 1s a le song- * “ae ’ y . : 

writers, represented by the Song- Beverly Music’s New Number 1 Plug Tune. 
| writers Protective Assn., last week 


| handed music publisher representa- 
tives the proposals they seek in a 
new contract between the two fac- 
itions. Ineluded in these proposals 
| (see separaie story) is a request that 
|sonewriters be paid one-half of the 
stat'ittory royally rate for recordings. 
This means le. And if Starr and} 
| othec publishers agree to accept 1%4c | 
| from Victor and other diskers, and 
ithe SPA wins its point, publishers | 
|} will wind up with %4c per side for | 
| themselves, the same as they now | 
get at a 50c reiail price. | 


IN PARAMOUNT PICTURES: 
Currently: 

All the Songs in Bob Hope’s “Monsieur Beaucaire.” 
including “Warm as Wine” and “A Coach and Four” 
Ready For Release: 

“Beside You” Sung by Dorothy Lamour in 

__ “My Favorite Brunette.” 
“Piccadilly Tilly” Sung by Virginia Field in 
“The Imperfect Lady.” 


For new artist copies and 
arrangements, write or phone 
PHIL KORNHEISER, Manager, 
_ Standard Exploitation Dept., 
The Big 3, 1619 Broadway, 
New York 19, Circle 6-2939 

























i 








——--- 








54 VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, September 25, 1946 





Fred Waring Looks for 1006 Take 


On 10 One-Night Concert Dates: 


is ager ager of s orch, plus Lawrence 

Fred Waring is taking his aggre- manage r ol " ore p Y ot a ana 
reek 1olde i aking a total ¢ ) »O- 

sation on a brief tour this week Golden, is taking 
" t least | ple with him, including producer, | 
ric s expected to gross al least | Di with l . ag 

j lit 1 to adic yineer, writers, ete so Nhe 

190.000 in 10 days, in addition t ne 

$100.00 n ; ee a sa ea : daily NBC 
hi< $17.500 per weeK yross iro \ ( Rong 
hip r NBC yroadcasts. In the group will be his 

SNOOP sili) Vel at \ p ite Wheat- 

>| > t top scale of only $3.60 : Jan¢ wi ain ae » 
rage ee , »y Gordor Goodman, Walter 

> ! a ceiling ol ’ . } a 
in ‘n ties, and to a | ny ba heft. Mac Pet Stuart Churchill 
$4.20 in Chicago, Warmg will aver-|— an c: etic the 
per-c< *rt eanup ; ia 
ave a $10.000-per-conce! te sees ‘a alee club rhe 
10 10 yppearan 7 cmameidl Pret 
asians e concerts wil originate during 
He opens tonight (Wednesday) al lin. tour from Buffalo, Chicago and 
: a . 

the Public Auditorium in Cleveland Clevelan necessitating several 
Thence, as far as his concerts g0, he | shuttles to the Chi and Buffalo radio 


proceeds to the Military Auditorium, 
Milwaukee, tomorrow (Thurs jay) 


between concert dates 






































night: two concerts at Purdue Uni- 
versils Hall of Music, Lafayette ‘ICE CAPADES’ SETS 
Ind.. Friday night (27); and Butle % 
atta ot tadianibatis, “Sepucdey RIAL CHANGES 
18.000 Indianapolis Saturday MANAGE | 
nicht Ae Brian McDonald former! musi- 
Th Chi date is down for Oct l omedy juve and for the last three 
at the Civic Opera House; then seasons emcee for “Ice-Capade. a 
comes the Warner Theatre, Erie has been named company manager 
‘ » performances); the Armory, at) of jce show. He'll continue in his 
Syracuse, seating 6,500; and the West old berth. too. doubling between the 
Side Armory at -tingston, Pa., out- | two slots McDonald replaces Bud 
sid Wilkes Barre, seating 5,900.) Bium, who is still unable to return 
Here, in addition to the regular $3.60 | tg work after a stroke he suffered | 
top, a special block of tickets is be- | jast November. At same time, Wal- 
ine sold to local bigwigs at $24 a! ter Good just out of the Army, was 
couple appointed business manager fot “Ice- | 
All except the Erie and Purdue | Capades.” 
Univ. dates are on 60-40 percentages, With return of Bernie Lynam 
with the bigger end going to Waring.! from the service and his reunion 
At Erie and Purdue, the guarantees | with Larry Jackson as a comedy act, 
bring the take well into the $10,000 | Leo Loeb, featured in “Ice-Capades” 
per average, but there will be two! last two seasons, has left show, 
shows each in those places along with Howard Sullivan, to join 
Waring, whose own office made! “Ice-Cycles,” minor league  icer 
the arrangements through Ed Lee, | being backed jointly by “Ice Follies” 
“——- ~ and “Ice-Capades” to play spots not 
= covered by the larger icers 
ABS~ | 
peal Union Melts Ice Sh 
¥ nion wieilS ice SHOW 
- 
|e Producer for Bond 
GC ps American Guild of Variety Artists 
oo clamped down on rehearsals of Roy 
ee Schulte’s blade show, “Ice Revels,” 
and held up proceedings until pro- 
STEVE EVANS ducer put up $3,000 cash security to 
guarantee salaries of the perform- 
Offering ers. Show had been set to open in 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS Haverill, Mass., but had to cancel 
465 CLUB, SAN FRANCIS( oO because of the N. Y. truck strike. 
MATTY ROSEN ASSOCIATES Schulte, according to AGVA, had 
been on the union’s unfair list for 
| having closed last season owing 
| $1,500. When he started lining up 
|current show the union stepped in 
J (i E |and he subsequently paid off that 
| indebtedness. Another claim for 
| $650 held by the Chicago branch of 
A] 3 L, A N E | AGVA then cropped up and was 
| taken care of. 
DANCE STYLIST Psteg an AGVA rep apprised 
ave Fox, head of the union’s N, Y. 
| Glenn Rendezvous | local, that Schulte was readying to 
| take out the show, latter stepped in 
| NEWPORT, KY. and made producer lay the bond 
—— ‘coin on the line. 
| Met.: GEO. LIBBY Te 
‘Carnegie Hall, New York mi 
Dir.: JOE MANN Vie Perry Carries On 

















DO YOU need good right hand man Vie Perry, pickpocket act, despite 





experienced in various phases show- a fractured leg received in a fall 

business ineluding vaude hooking, at the Olympia theatre, Miami, Mon- 

agent, talent buying, casting. Army Ra 9 : A <-.3 

experience as entertainment special- day (23) insisted upon finishing 

ist, produced G.I. Shews overseas, theatre date. He had to take time 

script) writer with Armed Forces |) - ant 

Radio Network, public relation with | off for medical attentian. 

Army Headquarters in states. After finishing Olympia date he'll 
Lo 


x 1020 open at the Kitty Davis’, Miami 
Variety, 159 W. 46th St., N.V.C., N.Y. : ’ am 
Ce oe ' Beach, Sunday (29). 














Despite Leg Injury 


| Adams, Newark, Grants ‘Vauder-Hotel Clerk, 
‘Pitmen Tilt; Resumes Shows Stabbed by an Irate 


Adams theatre, Newark, last week 


| settled its dispute with the Newark 


local of the American Federation of 
Musicians and is set to open vaude 
shows Oct. 3 with Buddy Rich orch 
on initial bill, 


Settlement came after a compro- 
mise agreement in which musicians 
minimums were uppea $5 Original 
niou and was $10 to previou 
$80 ile in addition to shorter hours 
With the $5 raise othe! mands 
vere dropped 


LOUIS HELPS TAMI GO 
BACK TO BARTENDING 


By JACK PULASKI 

addicts got a far bigger 
of the first-round knock- 

ami Mauriello 
title 


at 


Fight 
bang out 


aay 
out 


of | Joe Louis 
thelr meeting last Wednes- 

(18) New York’s Yankee 
Stadium than when the champ kKay- 
ved Billy Conn earl 
The In the 
lesslv but went out talking to the 


It 


by 
mm. 4 
day 
ier this summel 


gathered 


y ballpark t 
m- 
selves was an 
er, one that will bolste gate 
the Tony Zale-Rocky Graziano 
middleweight championship bout that 
finales the 
Friday (27) 
are $30 
former 
When the Bronx bar- 
keep, smacked Louis with 
a right to the face shortly after they 
squared off, sending the 
Bomber halfway across 
against the ropes, 


unexpected 
the 


outdoor 
Tickets 
was 


VOXINE 
the 
that for 


season 
latter 
the 


for 
lop, as 
Mauriello, 


suddenly 


Brown 
the ring 


}ence of opinion whether the champ’s 
knees touched the canvas. Well, they 


almost did; Louis grabbed the mid- 
dle rope to become vertical. If it 


|hadn’t been for the ropes he would 
have landed in N. Y. Times writer 
|Dawson’s lap. Two minutes later 
|Tami was on one knee, in the same 
spot, while being counted out. 


| The radio buildup before the fight 


was compared to a soap opera by 
listeners who weren't sure they 
heard correctly when Mauriello 
said “I got too g.d. careless” into the 


| portable microphone in the ring af- 
iter it was all He was bulled 
j}into apologizing the next a.m. Tami 
| went into a spasm of weeping in his 
| dressing room, bawling because “my 
\friends will think I’m a bum.” 


over, 


The fight was at least a break for 
|Metro’s new advertising’ blimp, 
which circled overhead flashing a 
!running electric news sign ballyhoo- 
|ing “Holiday in Mexico” at the Capi- 
| tol. 


| Louis-Mauriello match was some- | 
; what reminiscent of the Dempsey- | 
|Firpo fight, most colorful socking 


{event in a generaton. Last week's 
| scrap could have been like that but 
| for the fact that the contender 
|couldn’t take it as did the “Wild 
| Bull of The Pampas.” Tami had his 
|}eyes open with one arm draped over 
| the second rope at the count of 10. 
| It didn’t look like he could have got- 


thrill- | 


for 


there was a differ- | 


| 





Cowhand, Recovering 


Francis Cotter, who 
temporary stand as 
clerk in a small midtown Manhattan 


AGVA Clears 
mg GAC in Pact Mix 


| American Guild of Variety Artists 
has absolved Chi branch of Gene: al 


Vauder 
doing a 


ihotel while waiting a booking, Is re 
ering in Roosevelt hospital, N. Y Artists Corp. of blame for issuance 
from his brush with a rodeo hand |of American Guild of Musica] Art. 
ind the housing shortage. Cotter, | jsts contracts several weeks aZ0 for 
wiv has a cat act with fi ” os quintet of acts booked by GAG into 
signa a vo ~ . lerkin 3 w 2 os Shadowland nitery. San Antoni " 
a.m. Sunday (15) when a rider will ; : 
the Gene Autry Rodeo strode in and Matt Shelves AGVA head who 
iemanded a room. When Cotter said | went to Chicago to. straighten out 
ere were none available vokel | the snarl, upon return to New Y rk 
drew a knife and sta ‘d him in j|yesterday (Tues.) stated it was just 
the neck and chest the case of a green stenog filling out 
Andres and Cotter did a song-and wrong contract forms and_ union 
comedy act on the old Keith circuit would let the matter irop as far 
Recently they've been breaking in a/as agency was concerned 
| boxing cat rouline on the vet's cir- Acts had been booked in for six 
cuit, and were in New York waiting | weeks but cancelled after two weeks. 
for a date with implication being that. since 


|ten up. He was dragged to his cor- | 


ner, 
Paid attendance was 38,494, gross 
being $335,063, not exceptional at 


the scale and considering the size of 


$259,029. Louis 


got $103,611 


Entire upper stand went for $3 a 
copy and fans ambled into the upper 


shelf almost up to the time the fight 
started. 




















Memeo - - 
Concerts—ROBERT STOLZ —following his 


October. Available guest appearances in January, 


DANCE ORCHESTRAS— 


SHORTY SHEROCK now at Stardust Ball 


Exclusive Representation 


Hotel Lincoln, New York City 





Hollywood Bowl, Lewisohn Stadium, Grant Park, set for European tour in 


ENOCH LIGHT opens Hotel Taft, New York, Sept. 25th. 
JOHNNY MESSNER opens Hotel McAipin, New York, Oct. 4th. 
CHARLIE VENTURA opens Spotlight Club, New York, Oct. Ist. 


—other big doings brewing— 


HARRY MOSS AGENCY 


Suite 314-316—Circle 6-4500 
Tops Also in Name Acts and Cocktail Units 
Write—Wire—Phone for Open Time on Attractions 


recent successes at 


1947. 


room, New York. 


—Fran— 








the park. Federal and state taxes of | blood, his throat slashed. 
$75,000 came off the top, net being | Said he saw Acorn bending over | 

and | Velez 
Mauriello’s share was $38,854, by far Acorn then ran into the bathroom | 
the largest purse he ever collected, | 29d attempted suicide. 


| between the comic and the boxer at 





Shadowland does not have any basic 


; agreement with AGMA, which cov. 

ACROBAT S ASSAULT PUT ers concert and operat field it 
was not obligated to fulfill contract. 
OVER UNTIL SEPT. 30) Nitery aces. however, nave pact with 
AGVA, which paid off act two 

Alex Ben Yarbi's assault case was | weeks’ salary from bond cash Sree 
put over until Sept. 30 in special) vigusty posted by nitery and also 

sessions court, N. Y., last week.| intends processing claim fot per- 
Yarbi, acrobat and understander of! formers for additional fou unplayed 
the Four Moroccans, was continued | yeeKs 

in $500 bail. He was arrested two Meantime Shadowland has folded 
weeks ago on complaint of Bernard | . ; ; 

: 5 and union can only hope to collect 

oussman, stage oe - Nicky when its ops start up again 

Blair's Carnival, N. Y. nitery, who : 

alleged the acrobat beat him up 

Latter claims he hit him in self- | ¢ ) ; ° 

defense. Yarbi and his partners Razor's Edge Will Shave 

i\who had been appearing at the 

“te were cancelled after the Stageshow at Roxy, NY. 
racas. ; 
Upon taking their woes to Ameri _Roxy theatre, N. Y., in setting 
can Guild of Variety Artists on ‘The Razor's Edge for mid-Novem- 
Blair’s alleged contract breach. ber, will use an abbreviated stage- 
Yarbi was subsequently given a | Show because of the lengthy film. 
hearing by that union’s trial board, | Palent will comprise Rosario and 
with latter meteing out a $700 fine, Antonio, Senor Wences, and Bob 
suggesting that he reimburse Suss- Hannon. 

man in the amount of $300 medical} Carl Ravazza and Al Bernie are 
expenses, also a six-month suspen- slated for bill following current lay- 


sion from membership in union 
Yarbi plans to petition AGVA for 
a rehearing when court 


tled. 


Comic Held in Fatal 
Stabbing of Boxer 


Montreal, Sept. 24. 

William “Bill” Acorn, comedian, 
playing the Samovar nitery, is under | 
police guard in the hospital, and | 
Lester “Al” Velez, a U. S. boxer, is | 
in local morgue, as a result of an | 
alleged stabbing match that took 
place early Friday morning hour 


}out topped by Beatrice 


will be “Margie.” 


Kay Film 





case Is Sset- 





the nome of Caro] Grauer, manager 
of the nitery. 

Acorn, who had been playing the 
Samovar for the past eight weeks 
and was set to close yesterday (24), 
tried to commit suicide by slashing 
his throat after his lifelong frievd 
was knifed to death. 

Slaying came after # all-night | 
drinking bout and argument over an | 
unidentified woman. 

Grauer said he was awakened | 
about 6 a. m. when he heard Velez | 
scream, and, running down stairs, | 

| 





“LAFFINGLY YOURS” 


Hal Fisher 


JUST CONCLUDED 





3 WEEKS 


MAYFAIR 
CLUB 


BOSTON 


Saw the boxer lying in a pool of | 
He also 
with a knife in his hand. | 


Saranac Lake 


By HAPPY BENWAY 
Saranac Lake, Sept. 24 
After a rest toutine at the TO: 
Rogers, Earl Larimore shot back to 
Broadway to resume activities with 


the Theatre Guild. SOPHIE TUCKER 
Terry Douglas, 


songstress, who | 
sumenere Dare Su, * Sew stunts cn 8 we 66 GEOEED A Pail: 
ILEGE TO WORK ON THE 
SAME BILL WITH YOU. 


Glenn Forrest, formerly of 
Dir.: 


the 
in 


Charlie Ahearn troupe, checked 
for observation and rest cure. 
Chris Hagedorn, ex-NVAite who 
cured here eight years ago, motored | 
in for check-up. Given an okay | 
and returned to N. Y. 
Oscar Price left for 
week after summer 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 




















Broadway 
vacash in |} 
| 


| 


last 
the downtown colony. 

Ivy Ritchie, who mastered “Rib” | 
operation, upped for meals and mild | 


THE EXCLUSIVE AND AMUSING 





exercise Recent visit from her | 
daughter Caryol cheered her up 
plenty. 


Bob Cosgrove, ex-legiter, left for | 
Broadway after a two month fur- 
lough here to reserve duties at Co- 
lumbia Pix. 

Eddie Vogt has studied so hard 
between rest periods, he is now 
head of Research Department Lab- 
oratory at the Rogers. 

Fanny Montana in from N. Y. C. 
bedside her brother, Dr. Mon- 








ae 


ae gad ii:iin 
Laurette and Glymas 








a. DANCING HUMORISTS 
Sept. 20 to Oct. 3 
BROWN HOTEL, Louisville, 


tana, who is perting up o.k. at the 
Rogers. 
Write to those who are iil 








Ky 


—, 


ow 


























Wednesday, September 25, 
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Culinary Unions, Hotels Deadlocked 
In L.A. Strike; 25 Spots Grant Hike 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Meeting held yesterday (23) be- 
tween union spokesmen and restau- 
rant and hotel management repre- 
sentatives failed to result in any 
progress toward settlement of a six- 
culinary workers | strike. 
reps walked out after 
in conference, although 
restaurant men stayed on 
additional two hours. 


day-old 
Union 
hour 
and 
ar 


one 
hotel 
for 


Temporary restraining orders have 
been issued to prohibit picketing 
around hotels. Some 2,000 waiters, 
cooks, bartenders and service help 
from five culinary unions met at the 


Embassy Auditorium following an- 
kling of the earlier meeting, and 
agreed to remain out, maintaining 


that the arbitrator’s ruling on wage 


demands slashed them anywhere 





from 20° to 40% 


Independent meetings of five 
unions are slated for tomorrow (25) | 
at the Embassy Auditorium. No 
further date has been set for nego- 
tiations at this time. Of the group | 
of 12 hotels and 72 restaurants origi- | 
nally hit by the strike, some 25 | 
restaurants have signed contracts 


and reopened 

Culinary workers struck suddenly 
Thursday and caught hotels and 
restaurants right at lunch hour 
Walkout of 6,000 cooks, waiters and 


bartenders affected 14 leading ho-| 

- * | 
tels and 59 restaurants in Los An-| 
geles and vicinity. Among. those | 


forced to close because of a lack of 
food and drink were the Earl Car- 
roll theatre and the Palladium 
dancery in Hollywood. 

After one day of striking, pickets 
were withdrawn and workers 


Roosevelt and Biltmore hotels, the 
Pig’n Whistle Corp., and Florentine 
Gardens, because of a_ restraining 
order issued by Judge Allen Ash- 
burn in Superior Court. These com- 
panies charged violation of contract 
by the unions and asked $50,000 
damages for the first two days of 
the strike and $28,000 for each day 
thereafter. 

Meanwhile, dining and bar workers 
remained away from 12 major hotels 














HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics’ 
Currently HOTEL CAIRO 
Washington, D. C. 


Dir: MATTY ROSEN 
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20 E. 42nd St., N. Y. C. 


MUrray Hill 2-2848 





last 
re- | 
sumed their jobs at the Hollywood- | 





and 57 leading restaurants. Among 
the Hollywood eateries affected 
were the Brown Derbies, Musso- 


Frank’s, Lyman’s and the Chi-Chi. 

While the striking continued on 
Saturday, 15 restaurants signed new 
agreements with the workers and 
were reopened. They were the Ar- 
cade Grill, Earl Carroll’s, 
Steak House, Chasen’s, Cook’s, Steak 
and Chop House, Horace 
Hull’s Grill, Judson’s, Lindy’s, Musso- 
Frank’s, Rene and Jean, Somerset 
House, Victor’s, Charochka and the 
House of Murphy. 

Meanwhile the Restaurant - Hotel 
Employers Council of Southern Cali- 


fornia, representing 84 members, 
wired William Green, AFL prexy, 


and Hugo Ernst, chief of the Hotel 
and Restaurant Employes Interna- 


tional Alliance and_ Bartenders 
| League, charging the strike as il- 
legal, and demanding the suspen- 


leaders 


AFM Peace Cues 


sion of local union 


Many N.Y. Preems 


With settlement of the musicians’ 
strike plus a return to post-Labor 
Day normalcy, N. Y. hotel and cab- 
aret nite life again blossoming 
forth with reopenings and new 
shows. A number of spots are either 
unveiling for the new season or 
preeming new entertainment. 

Lou Olman’s Onyx club bowed 
night (Tuesday) with Maxine 
Sullivan returning to W. 52nd street, 
plus trios of Loumel Morgan and Al 
Casey, whose music will be on the 
sweet motif. Boniface is maestro 
Val Olman’s brother. Moving into 
tre show at La Conga for a six- 
week return engagement starting to- 
morrow (Thursday), is Miguelito 
Valdez, who recently closed a sing- 
ing date at Los Angeles’ Club Bfazil. 

Hotel reopenings for the new sea- 
son include the St. Regis’ Iridium 
Roon slated for next Wednesday (2) 
with a special benefit dance for vets 
in army and navy hospitals. Regular 
ovening is set for the following eve- 
ning. New ice show stars Carol 
Lynne plus George Wagner and Jack 
Strand with a line of four girls. 
Orchs of Paul Sparr and Theodora 
will supply the dansapation. Hotel 
also reopens its companion room, the 
Maisonette, on Tuesday, Oct. 8, with 
music by George Koch and the Four 
Stars. 

Other reopenings include that of 
the Waldorf-Astoria’s Wedgwood 
Room, whose fall preem is set for 
next Thursday (3). Emil Coleman 
and Mischa Borr split the music 
chores. Paul Draper will top the 
show. New cocktail lounge of the 
Sheraton Hotel also opens Oct. 2 
with organist Paul Weber. 


Chi’s 5100 Club Reopens 
Chicago, Sept. 24. 
Shuttered for six months, 51 Hun- 
dred Club will make another try 
starting Wednesday (25). Spot plans 
opening with small combos and then 
returning to its old revue format. 
Opener is Billy Burton's orch. 


1S 

















DIRECTION 
MARK J. LEDDY 


and 


LEON NEWMAN 





Thanks to. 
SAMMY RAUCH 


MARSHALL BROS. 


JERRY AND DANNY 
ROXY, NEW YORK 


NOW 








Castle | 





| booker. 


Heidt’s, | 


| 
| 
| 


Feed for Jesse Kaye At 
Hotel Astor, N.Y., Sept. 30 


Jesse Kaye, recently named head 
of the Hollywood office of M-G-M 
records, is being tendered a dinner 
by the vaude industry at the Astor 
hotel, Monday (30). Until his as- 
signment to the Hollywood post, 
Kaye was the Loew . stageshow 
Sidney Piermont has suc- 
ceeded hirh, 


Dinner committee consists of Nat 
| Kalcheim, 


Leonard Romm, Sammy 
Rauch, Harry Mayer, Johnny Dugan, 
Leo Cohn, Benny Kutchuk and Joe 
Flaum. Ducats are $12.50. 


$500,000 Bond 
Coin Up at AGVA 


American Guild of Variety Artists 
has more than $500,000 cash security 


Lou Walters Bringing Over Parisian 
Acts for Revue at N. Y. Latin Quarter 


+ The first all-Continental floorshow 
|in a Broadway nitery since the days 
'of the French Casino is slated to go 
into the Latin Quarter, N. Y., some- 
time in January. Lou Walters, LQ 
boniface, is planning a trip to Paris 
next month to line up talent for this 








Agents Eyeing Cuba As 
Lucrative Booking Spot 


New York and Miami talent agen- 


cies are submitting talent lists to display. This is Walters’ second 
Havana hotels, particularly the} European trip in recent months. On 
Hotel Nacional, in belief that Cuba! previous jaunt, Walters saw talent 


| will healthy chunk of tourist | that would fit his requirements, and 


get a 


business from Miami Beach this| he’s making this jaunt to recheck 
vinter previous judgment and issue cone 
Reason for increased interest in | tracts. 

the Cuban situation is the regular; He plans to run the French show 

plane service from Miami to Cuba | for 12 weeks and thus amortize the 

by which it will be possible for va- | $300 transportation costs for each 

cationers to take off nightly for aj|performer. Walters will also im- 


round of Cuban niteries and be back 
in Miami before dawn. 
| Talent agencies are 


port some line girls. 
Importation of talent by Walters 


the | ; mn ac ancsw -re io} 
is seen as one answer to current high 


stressing 


be gee omg igen angle that U. S. floorshows will pay cost of name performers. Even with 
| for its membership, greatest amount | off because o ; 1e ‘ursions. = . ele: XR ict nt 
the vaude talent has ever had up, | , ye patawsdl. ccc boyy siti ax a eed ee ae paver Ns 
| according to Matt Shelvey, national bi Be, Nic liffic “ve : r 2 ~ 
head of AGVA. This is in addition e e shes get. No difficulty is foreseen in 
to some $170,000 refunded of nitery ore il | Q oringing ine acts over inasmuch 1S 
and theatre owners who had ful- | se hippie Mie Page - pe gpd niney 
a , BUata co < rl ) iploye 


filled salary obligations or went out 
of business with clean slate as far 
union is concerned. 


as 


ment. 


~ On Booking Snarl 


Layout can only stay 12 weeks be- 


AGVA always had a substantial | cause of the booking of Sophie 
sum up on new operations but | ; Tucker who goes into the Latin 
|amount has soared to a new high| _ Chicago, Sept. 24 Quarter in April at $5,000 weekly, 
isince union invoked ukase that all| . Nitery comic Willie Shore is in| This show will also remain 12 weeks, 


|niteries and theatres must post cas 
ito cover talent budgets. 


Want Any Part of ’Em 
For ‘Student Prince’ 


Plaint of concert impresarios, like 
in every other field, is the short- 


age of headliners, but Associated 
Concert Bureau, is attempting to 
rectify the matter by running a 


concert series of unknowns at Car- 
negie hall, N. Y. Consequently this 
venture merits the support of long- 
hairs even at a $3.60 top. 


at the RKO Jefferson but with less 
variety, but on one of these shin- 
digs, the concert crowd is going 
to perk up and go out of the hall 
muttering that they’ve seen a star 
of major dimensions. 

Such was almost the case at Fri- 
day’s (20) concert when a kid from 
Brooklyn with talent, nerve and a 
flair for showmanship, virtually took 
the show. But a great measure of 
soprano Costanza Pillori’s boff re- 
turns were due to the intense heat 
of this unventilated longhair em- 
porium. 

With the audience using the pro- 
grams more as fans than as refer- 
ence and having been worn out be- 
cause of a virtual succession of 
heavy German vocal works—this 
Brooklyn diva came up with light, 
melodic bits that were relaxing and 
easy to take. Consequently the 
clamor at her exit. But even with- 
out the atmosphere that made her a 
showstop, she’s worth watching. Her 
renditions of the Jewel Song from 
“Faust”, and a pair of Puccini arias 
show need of a more mature ap- 
proach and some polishing of her 
upper registers and then Edward 


Johnson may give her an impor- 
tant job. 
The preceding singer, Richard 


Bellamy, a serious miened tenor, al- 
most ruined Miss Pillori’s act when 
he gave out with a pair of light 
numbers, but unfortunately his voice 
showed up too thin in this house. 
Joan Bishop, a mezzo-soprano, 
followed in the same vein as Miss 
Pillori, but unfortunately, the 





| “Gerechter Gott”, which seemed to | 


| pianist 


|David Halcombe followed 


novelty of the situation was then 
lost. Miss Bishop is a looker with a 
pleasant voice which needs further 


| development. 


Ruth Brall, contralto, opened the 
session with a Wagner piece, 


be the theme of subsequent talent. 
in the 
with Hadassah Sahr, 
with Chopin, 


vein 
interposing 


same 


| Brahms and Revel to show poten- 


| tiality, 


|played creditable acrobatic 


while closing keyboard ex- 
by Margaret Barthel dis- 
eighty- 
eighting to give the customers visual 
well as aural interest with her 


ercises 


as 


| complicated runs. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


ithe cause of the 


As this concert stands, it’s evident 


{that more showmanship would aid 


individual talent. 
The layout could stand routining so 
that the performers wouldn't have 
to stand coldly on their own. 
Jose. 


h | the middle of a bogking mess. Both 


Chains and | 
established circuits still operate on | 


The bill resembled a one-nighter | 


Current Ted Lewis layout ends its 
run Dec. 21 and a four-week show 
with Georgie Tapps, Dick Buckley 
and Chandra-Kaly dancers, with 
others to be signed, will comprise 
the interim booking. 


the Chez Paree and Rio Cabana are 
advertising his appearance at the 
| same time, starting Oct. 8. 
Manager Al Borde booked Shore 
; into the Rio, but Shore went ahead 
on his own and booked himself into 
the Chez, it being understood Shore 
isn't satisfied with the buildup Borde | : . 

has been giving him and feels he | Purek Joins Fisher Agcy. 
can do better through another| Sol Turek, booker with USO-Camp 
agency, probably William Morris. 


| Shows, has resigned to go with the 
Shore is looking for radio and film| Arthur Fisher agency as successor 
commitments, in which he feels 


to the late Billy Diamond. 
Morris is stronger than Borde. Turek, who’s been with Camp 
Chez is in line for Shore’s serv- 


é Shows for past three years was pre- 
ices, however, as it holds American | viously a vaude producer, and at 








Guild of Variety Artists contract | one time talent booker on the Loew 

signed by Shore. Rio has only book- | circuit. 

p+ Rigen by Borde, and no} George Oberland will fill Turek’s 
GVA contract. | spot at USO. 

















Miami Bistro Angling 
Milton Berle at 1236 | 
After N.Y. Carnival Run 


Probably the highest offer made | 
for a cafe engagement has been giv- 
en Milton Berle, current at the Car- | 
nival, N. Y. Ned Schuyler, of the 
Beachcomber, Miami Beach, is bid- 
ding $12,500 for services of the com- 
ic plus an additional $3,500 for a 
surrounding show to be selected by 
Berle. 

Berle is currently getting $7,500 | 
weekly guarantee plus overages on 
business over $42,000. He’s frequently 
grossed more than $10,000 weekly on 
this date. He’s staying at the Carni- | 
val until January. 


COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


os. 1 thru 13 at $1.05 each or 
13 Scripts for $13.00 
Nes. 14 thru 20 NOW READY! 


$2.00 each—Double Scripts 


SEND FOR THEM NOW! 
CATCH UP ON BACK ISSUES! 


“BOOK OF BLACKOUTS” 
3 Volumes at $25.00 per Voi. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 

10 Sock Parodies—$10.00 
NO C.O.D.'S 


PAULA SMITH 


Ls 











Ken Maynard, film cowboy, | 200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 
booked for a vaude tour starting at | Ex-Servicomen Subcertbors: 
the St. Charles’ theaire, New | Send Us Your Home Addrese 
Orleans. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Havana Madrid, 
Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis, Cane- 
tina, Carmen & Rolando, Sergio 
Orta, Line (6); $3.50 min, 


Marking a departure from the 
usual procedure of integrating Latin 


acts with the straight American 
stuff. the Havana Madrid's new fall 
show sets up a Sharp line of de- 


marcation between the two varieties. 
Whether the idea’s a good one is a 
moot point. Rhumba acts, including 
Canelina, Carmen & Rolando and 
Sergio Orta are good, but they re 
outdistanced by the zany comedics 
of Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
who have the last half of the show 


all to themselves. Rowdy antics of 
the duo get such a boff reception 
that audience almost forgets what 
precedes them . 
Lewis tees off the fun with his 
synchronized mugging and motions 
to recordings of Danny Kayes 
“Dinah” and Cyril Smith’s “sow 
Song Guy's got stint down to per- 
f v1 Martin then warms up his 
Pp } t! oth baritone ol a 
pl yf pops Young croonel 
creatly improved since appearance 
at this club last winter. He still 
bounces around, younces the mike 


and kids the audience but his com- 


pletely relaxed manner builds up a 

nice intimacy with the crowd and 

he draws plenty of applause. 
Rowdy action that pulls belly - 


laughs starts, though, when Martin 
and Lewis team up to carry the last 
20 minutes together. Duo goes 
through a bunch of zany routines, 
apparently following a set format 
but improvising most of the way 
along the line. The hoked-up gags, 
impressions, terping, etc., probably 
wouldn't go in the more sedate 
niteries but it’s sock stuff here. 

Sergio Orta, emceeing the Latin 
stint. gets the show off to a fair 
start with a hot version of “Coffee 
Time in Havana,” backed by the 
line. It's a good number but evi- 
dences poor staging since the gals 
have to walk clear across the stage 
from the stagedoor and then stand 


there looking nonchalant until the 
music starts. Orta gets his 300 
pounds around okay to the fast 
tempos but his heavily-accented 


Fnglish makes him hard to take as 
an emcee. 

Canelina. holdover from the last 
show, follows with her tongue-twist- 
ing Afro-Cuban singing. Backed by 
some hot rhythmic drumming by 
Catalino, she sells her stuff well 
with a powerful, throaty voice and 
plenty of hip-shaking. Ultra-hot 
terping of Carmen and Rolando gets 
the heaviest palm-beating for the 
Latin acts. Gal shows off as much 
as possible in some sexy-cut cos- 
tumes and their dancing, taking in 
floor-wriggling. etc. is almost 
wicked. Routine is fast-paced and 
clicks solidly. 

Carlos Varela and his band back 
up the show well and Varela shirf&s 
personally in a short comedy stint 
with Martin and Lewis. Catalino 
and his orch fill in on the stand to 
provide continuous rhumba dansapa- 
tion. Stal. 





1 Fifth Avenue, N. VY. | —kidding the jitterbugs to a slow | 
Betty Grimes, Bill McGraw, Bob | tempo rendition | of “Doin’ What 
Downey, Les Parker, Hazel Web- | Comes Natur'lly. 
ster; no cover or minimum. | Robert Craig, handsome young 
— 20th-Fox singing juve with a so-so 
This intimate hotel bar has be- | voice, rounds off the specialty num- 
come one of the most popular of the | bers. Craig works almost entirely 
Manhattan’s classier boites. Small, with showgirl line. They team best 


tastefully-decorated room with 
subdued lighting draws a 


ent burghers, 
agers are also in evidence. Club's 
no cover, no minimum policy, plus 
the continuous entertainment, 
the payees coming steadily. 
Management has left just enough 
room in the centre of the tables for 
two over-size baby grands and the 
talent 
siders. Only acts suitable, 
quently, are those that can 
standing still. 


work 
There’s no mike but 
the room is so intimate that p.a. 
system is unnecessary. Acts work 
under a stationary baby spot, which 
is all the light needed. 


New show lined up under the | 


supervision of William Duryea is 
well-tailored to the room's decor. 


Betty Grimes, billed as a ranking 
tennis star and songstress, pleases | 
with a group of pops. Bill McGraw 


also gets nice returns with a well- 
trained set of baritone pipes. (Both 
under New Acts). Bob Downey and 
Les Parker handle the accompani- 
ments in top fashion and also shine 
at the keyboard in their own spots 
Hazel Webster fills in with musical 
interludes at the piano to round out 
the show. Stal. 


Oval Room, Boston 
(COPLEY PLAZA HOTEL) 

Boston, Sept. 20 
Jean Sablon, Blair & Dean; Sam- 

my Eisen’s Orch (10); $2.50 min. 
In a strong bid to snare back a 
little of its former society trade the 
Sheraton chain Copley Plaza has 
again refurbished its Oval Room and 
Merry-go-rouna cocktail lounge ad- 
jacent, stepped up the quality of its 
cuisine, service and appointments, 


its 
steady | 
clientele composed mostly of afflu- | 
although the teen- 


has | 


practically sits on the ring- | 
conse- | 


N. W. , up to an eminently workable bid in 


every department. 
Main change is in the bar, wholly 


redesigned by Mary Morison Ken-| o Hanlon who gives out pianistically | 
-nedy, staff decorator for the chain./ ang yocally on a rep which ranges 
Spot now offers Hammond organ | from Irish ditties to medley of Itv- | 
swing in a quiet way, instrument | ing Berlin yesteryear ditties. Be- 
mounted on the turntable inside 4) tween shows payees are invited to 
circle of love seats. Oval room, NOW | join in community sings which keep 
white and green, remains otherwise | things informal and jolly 
the same. It's a modestly-budgeted layout in 
Sablon, a Hub fave, hasn't been | keeping with pop prices of the place 
here since “Streets of Paris,” but his! ang this bit of the Bowery should 
discs and radio show have given him eo reasonably well on Dream Street 
plenty of draw in recent months Edba 
“ame in W th sper al Baron arrat vy . 
nt= for Fisen’s string-heavv ban . . ; 
eet ter a dae eae ee | Ole South, N. Y. 
San “These Foolish Thing Place Art Hodes Orch (6), 4 Knights, 
Pig ile * “Symphonv.” “The Girl That | The Spotlighters (3); $2-$2.50 min. 
arry.” ‘S > Pont.” and other - : 
Brey Aga Pig Piero A others in Latest addition to Broadway's 
French. some in a little of both.| nitery row, Ole South could easils 
Personality sets him over the lan- qualify as an uptown Nick’s on the 
‘uase barrier though he erred in first | basis of entertainment offered, with 
‘how by. starting off in French.| music both old and southern of a 
Evervbod\ knows he can sing | sort. Subterannean spot has a few 
Frencl nd he needs to establish | ventilation difficulties to iron out, 
a ~ eood in English from the | but with proper ballyhoo might ulti- 
ay ; mately appeal to the wee = small 
ea was a +t] fF | hours crowd, being more accessible 
, \ < to theatres thg.: comoparable joints 
a lo need prov ng a little bassy,{ . In the lead off spot on billing 
thereafter worked fine The | the Spotlighters (3) evidently 
Eis band. much bigger-leaguer this | brought in for terpers. With vibes, 
eit than before, seconded him ex guitar, and bass, group concentrates 
eellently. and he went over potently }on specialty dance numbers with 
with the smart set first-nighters on vocal treatment for fair returns 
hana from the scattered few who were 
Blair and Dean, neat dance team there when caught. 
start things with nicely contrasted Four Knights deuce the layout 
set of terps with a combo Mills Brothers-Ink 
Elie Spots style anda dash of Charioteers. 


Club Cairo, Wash. 
Washington, Sept. 24 

Yveite, Nip Nelson, Helene & 
Howard. Robert Craig, Line (6), Bob 
Simpson Orch (7); $2-$3 mtn 

Fanciest and most expensive night 
club effort in this town’s history, 
new:-Club Cairo, which opened last 
Friday (20), looks set as the city’s 
elite supper spot if the crowds to 
support such a high budget show 
keep coming. 

Y vette, personality 
tops the bill. A fave 


songstress, 


in this town, 


she had the opening night audience | 


eating out of her hand with a 
smooth performance which runs the 
musical gamut from “To Each His 
'Own” and “Doin’ What Comes 


| Natur'lly” to a smart parody on the 
exotic names of perfumes and an | 
opening ditty in which she warms 


up the house by strolling around the 
ringside and kidding the customers. 
Pushing her hard forgfirst night 
honors was Nip Nelson, whose 
clever line of imitations are solid. 
| His repertoire proves elastic enough 
to keep him going as long as the 
folks out front keep applauding— 
| which was very long when caught. 
|He has a nice change of pace in 
| which he shifts from imitations of 
jazz band instruments to such 
|crooners as Crosby and Sinatra 
land then on to talking comedians 
| like Fred Allen. 
| Helene & Howard have fast 
| moving comic adagio turn which 
| swings off into the turn’s highlight 


a 


in a production number to “Frankie 
ang Johnnie.” 

The six gals are lavishly costumed 
throughout and are used in and out 
| of the specialties to weave the show 
| into a unit. 

Harry Anger, staging the produc- 
tions, expects to change shows every 
two weeks. Lowe. 


A7th St. Follies, N. Y. 
Nat Renard’s “Gay '90’s Revue,” 
| with Lou Dolgoff, Lillian Ashton, 
| Panama Hattie, Billy Hess, Singing 
| Fools (4), Kathleen O’Hanlon; 25c 
| cover, no min. 
| Problem of hypoing biz for dining 
room of Somerset hotel, N. Y.. seems 
| to have been solved, temporarily at 
| least, by converting spot to a nitery 
| and installing Nat Renard’s oldtimer 
unit. Room has also been tricked up 
to resemble a Bowery bistro of the 
so-called mauve decade. Floorshow 
|is in keeping with the decor motif. 
| Renard, former comic of the vaude 
j; team of Renard & West, sits this 
one out and let’s the hired help do 
the cavorting on miniature stage. 
He greets the customers but never 
|; Once reprises, “I'll tell the King 
on you!” 
| Lou Dolgoff, comedian, who was 
one of the mainstays at the Green- 
wich Village Nut Club when that 
| bistro was hitting on all cylinders 
'some years back, paces the show as 
emcee and further down does the 
“Judge” bit with which he has been 
| identified for years. It’s all his own 
| stuff, never once lifting a Walter 
!C. Kelly gag from the latter’s “Vir- 
| ginia Judge” routine. Dolgoff’s fast 
on the ad lib and throwaways and 
ties show nicely together. 

Other items include Lillian Ash- 
ton, erstwhile London Music Haller 


| 





and got off to another nifty start with| with her Vesta Victoria song im- 
Jean Sablon as the name draw. Adds preshes; Singing Fools, barbershop 


| . 
‘trio and pianist, who space nostalgic 


ditties with an occasional Hit Pa- 
rader; Panama Hattie, who gives out 
| raucously on “Hula Lou” and “Belle 
| of Barbary Coast”; Billy Hess, vet 
| Swiss bell-ringer, who makes with 
j; music on bells and tops off with 
Pat Rooney dance and Kathleen 





| Sepia quartet blend nicely in “Just 


|a Little Fond Affection” for the 
| pops, “Darkness on the Delta” as a 
standard, and “Ole Dan Tucker” on | 


the deep South side. Treatment 
versatile and smooth in presentation 
and mike work is okay, as it should 
be from a group doing a CBS coast- 
to-coaster with Arthur Godfrey. 
The Art Hodes group is headline 
attraction and when caught Friday 
| (20) proved pallid fare. Like it or 
|not, Dixieland music is usually 
played with a gusto and sincerity 
not often seen in other forms, 
| Hodes’ group was watery tailgate, 
| with the exception of Pops Foster, 
| ancient bassman who dates back to 
| Kid Ory days and shows up the 
| younger men with his drive. Per- 
| haps the blue and yellow Franklin 
| Hughes trademark on the interior 


Is 


| decoration dictated band’s mood, but | 


| they'd better make up their minds 
| what kind of music is going to be 
played. Group does the standard 
numbers of the Chicago-New Or- 
leans circuit, from “Tin Roof Blues” 


the trumpet is a good horn man, but 
not for stuff that was the rage of 
Europe in the ’20s. 


cial success without being com- 
pletely filled all the time, especially 
without the expense of a big kitchen. 
Only specialty stuff is served. 
tion, just under the Latin Quarter 
makes for stiff compejtition. Tomma. 








Slapsy Maxie’s, L.A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
|_ Jerry Lester, Rose Marie, 


ing Sherwoods (3), Sid Fields. 
Malneck Orch 
ends and holidays; $2 other nights. 


Matty 


Rose Marie, former baby star of 


about the best song stylist ever to 
play local night spots. Despite sec- 
ond billing, she rates and grabs off 
star honors in a solid, show-wise 
display of versatile talent. She opens 
boff with rhythm workout on “I'm 
a Big Girl Now,” changes pace for 
the ballad. “Remember Me.” 

Her top stride is reached with 
smash Durante impression, “Dream 
Man,” and she holds it with two 
encores, “Tain’t Smart” and an 
Italian folk song, both novelties. In 
show business most of her life, Rose 
Marie has what it takes to thor- 
oughly please customers and works 
with an ease and obvious enjoyment 
that gets across, 

Jerry Lester, star of this Sammy 
Lewis presentation, finds following 
‘Rose Marie too tough a chore. He 
rates a number of laughs with ma- 
terial but works too hard and too 
long in trying to sell his wares. His 
songs come through best but other 
material is rough and rowdy. 

Ben Blue, Patti Moore and Ben 

Lessy are regulars at this Wilshire 
boulevard spot. Working both on the 
upper blackout stage and on dance 
floor, trio pleases. Blue’s high spot 
1S a Swami number in second show. 
Miss Moore and Lessy register sock 
in a California version of “Okla- 
homa,” clever parody written by 
Jerry Seelen. Aiding on blackouts, 
all in the general rowly style of this 
nitery is Professor Melonhead (Sid 
Fields). 
Ace dance rhythms and backing 
for acts is furnished by Matty Mal- 
neck and orch. Malneck, Milton De- 
Lugg and band also fiill spot on 
bill with smooth musical medley of 
“Never Be the Same,” “Pardon My 
Southern Accent,” “Goody, Goody,” 
“Through With Love” and “Stairway 
to the Stars.” 
This “All in Fun” presentation 
rates as best yet for this club and 
also stacks up as cleanest in ma- 
terial. Brog. 








but | 


to “Rampart St.” Henry Goodwin on | 


Room is big enough to be a finan- | 


Loca- | 


, Ben | 
Blue, Patti Moore, Ben Lessy, Danc- 


(12); $3 min. week- | 


films, returns to Hollywood as just | 


—— 








Variety Bills 


WEEK OF §S 


EPTEMBER 25 





Numerals tn connection with bills below indicate opening day of show. 


whether full 


or split week 









































Letters fm parenthesis indicate circuit. (I) Independent; (L) Leew 
. , “ ; 
(P) Paramount; (K) KKO; (W) Warner 
NEW YORK CITY |, Dunins Puppets Hotel New Vorker | Riviera 
(apital (lL) 26 Howell & Bowser Les Elgart Orc Jackie Gleas 
> . » , vn 
Paul Whiteman Or Oriental (1) 26 | Hotel Pennsylvania | Hal Winters 
Martha Tilton Del Courtney Ore iClaude Thornhill O | June Taylor 
Roddy MeDowall 2 Barretts | : tdwards & PD 
Prof. Backwards | Soden ates Hotel Plaza Ralph Funt Or - 
Music Hall (1) 26 | COLUMBUS } De Marcos Bobby Ramos oO : 
Rabana Hasburgh | Palace (R) 30-2 Hotel Taft Rogers Corner 
(Charles Laskey | sea & Garter Knoch Light Ore Korn Kobblers 
Estelle Sloan Herman Hyde iceland / Don Bake : 
lovee Renee }(Chaz Chase Ice Revue | Bananas’ O; 
runhilda Roque | Sparky Kaye Kelly's Stubdles | Frank Victor 4 
Hob Williams Vanderbilt Boys Henry Red Allen O | Ava Willian 
hilt Juda Don — Gloria Dale Henry LaMay 
Rockettes John Barry ;S thurchill | 
lCorps de Rallet Vince Tellegrini | Dott e Reid } Lien ne — 
Paramount (PF) 25 | Helaine Jarrow | Peta Terry | Wally Blacker 
Chas Spivak Ore HARTFORD J C Higgenbottom | Jane Dulo 
Bob Ev ins State (i) 27-29 La Conga |Cedric Wallace 8 
mut Kros Duke Bitington Orc Miguelito Valdes |Paul Villara 
Peery Lee Irene Manning | Kstelle & Dimas | Day yaw ) 
Koxy (Ef) 25 Rob Eberly | Lorraine De Wood \ nie 
ne hall ell ae coe sa ae fies at ee 
: Ursa Hy we ” : - Pupil Campo Ore Village Bar 
Rave & Natdi HOLYORE “i Ia Martinique Billy Kelly Dp 
Maurice Roeco Valley Arena (1) 29 | paryey Sstane Garlands 
State (LL) 26 S Dunham Ore [ie nen ian = Alicia W ul 
Do © Phil King il. & E Roberts Pax Ket * \ Rert St allace 
Stanley INDIANAPOLIS § | val Oiman Ore cat tT pei 
nan Clark | Circle (1) 2 Bob M Tie Atsy Lane 
) O'Neill | Henry Busse © oe ciate fimmy Nola 
‘ .- [utin Outer lex Fletche 
Rig . Cliff Na r 
& Novello i* Lowery & Re Ba 4 l.ewis ht Village Vanguard 
Strand (W) 27 Walter Nilsson "Lica bu Bols Chie Chocs 
Bob Crosby Or¢ MIAMI elgg lng Phil Leeds 
Town Criers |} Olympia (PF) 25 Gail nae j Kleanor Bowers 
Don Cummings Al & Val Reno Sirkl he Vrsenet | Don Fry 
The Dunhills Bob Coffee Penl White | Stanley Sacey 8 
Windsor (1) 28-29 | Phyllis Colt % Wivel 
elaine Pat Hennings Feige Francis Rob Lee 
Baron & Bunny Wayne Marlin 3 cry <seren . Gertrude HAild 
Al Schenck NEW BEDFORD Leon & Fadie’e | jean Ainslie 
Eddie Jack & Betty | Baylis Sq (1) 26-28 Lau se stewart rancisco 
Ernestine Mercer Marshall Monte rhe Paysees Bruce Norman 
Flatbush (1) 28-29] 1. & E Roberts L & tL Bernard | Vivian Nickolson 
Gray Family Van Kirk Monte Carle | D'Rivero & Belm'te 
loan Barrys toval Whirlwinds Dick Gasparre | Zanzibar 
Sonny Sparks Diana Barry Roberto | Ink Spots 
(two to fill) OMAHA Siboney iT Carpenter 
Jumaten (1) 25-26 Orpheum (FP) 26 Old Romuntan | Peg Lege Bates 
Danny Hoctor Count Basie Ur Lestie Tros |} Hot Shots 
Gloria & Bob ° Zephyrs Marcella & Nich'l’s | Nvoka 
Raymond Chase Coles & Hekins Olea Orlova Eddie Vinson Ore 
25-28 Pete Nugent | Adrienne Parker | Pee Wee Marquette 
Andrews & B Bull PATERSON Joe I.a Porte Ore Claude Hopkins Ore 
me& I tayvmond Majestic (1) 26-29 
Cook & Brown 2 Jacks 
Catherine Harris Doris Faye CHICAGO 
ATLANTIC CITY Gilbert & Ansley 
Steel Pier (1) 28-28 | Sharon DeVries Blackhawk | Joe Vera Orc 
Grace Johnston 4 Elgins Saxie Dowell Orc Karen Ford 
| Dudleys Midgets 30-2 Rossi Sis (2) H Kadgewater Be'ch 
| Jack Parker Troy & Lynn ai Roberts Henry Brandon Orc 
the Colstons Ted Lester } Chez Paree Song Stylists (4) 
= 2 |} aul & Paulette 
iS — = | (racie Fields | Rollet & Dorothea 
| Grace & Nicco | Nellie Arnaut 
- | Jack Williams D Hild Dancers 
Bill Blate 
[FLORENCE HIN LOWE |/Sici ee, ita ec 
: | Gay Claridge Ore A IL, Simpkins 
Lucio Garcia Ore j Latin Lovelies 





Now at 


VOGUE TERRACE 
McKEESPORT, PA. 

















Per. Mgt.: EDDIE SMITH 
1501 Broadway, New York 
| BALTIMORE Sid Marion Co 
Hippodrome (1) 26) Van Kirk 
Crosby Sis 2 Jades 
Benny Meroff PHILADELPHIA 
13 Kdwards Bros Carman (1) 26 
| Royal (1) 27 F & M Shannon 
| Erskine Hawkins Bob Gentry 
Conway Parks T & F Robbins 
Harmoneers Smith, Ror's &KEdy 
Kitty Murray Earle (W) 27 
State (1) 26-28 Tony Pastor Ore 
| Ishikawa Johnny Morgan 
iS & S Phillips R & B Ambrose 
|Verga & Lee ROCKFORD 
The Banfields Palace (2) 27 
| 29-2 Libonatti 2 
Larry Weeks Leon Fields 
| Jackson & Sugar Irma & Rio 
|; Rob Sis & Whoite Reed & Ryan 
fone to fill) SAN FRANCISCO 
BOSTON Golden Gate (KR) 25 
Boston (R) 26 Tommy Dix 
Alvino Rey Ore Dick Buckles 
| Danny Drayson 4 Evans 
The Jansleys Rose Murphy 
| BOUND BROOK | The Herzoges 
Brook (1) 25-27 SPRINGFIELD 
Stuart Sis Court Sq (1) 26-29 
Danny Hoctor Bromley & Barrett 
Jimmy Jamerson E Siedlers Girls 
Phillis Willis Dick Berk 
CAMDEN York & Kingsley 
| Towers (1) 27-29 Donna Touise 
| Troy & Lynn The Frolickers 
| Yvonne Moray WASHINGTON 
| Birdland Capitol (L) 26 
Buddy Walker Jimmy Jimae 
» Jades Lindsay Girls 
CHICAGO Cookie Bowers 
Chicago (P) 27 Acromaniacs 
Larry Adler Howard (1) 27 
lim Herbert 3 Stooges 


Nicholas Rros 
Regal (i) 27 

Carl Hines Orc 

Holmes & Jean 


Willie Bryant Orc 
Shorty Matthews 











Nellie Hill 
Beth & Martin 


Cabaret Bills 





Aquariam 
George Paxton Orc 
Andy Kirk Ore 

Blue Angel 
Monica Lewis 
Khichard D, Bennett 
Irwin Corey 
Siuart Ross 
Klliis Larkin 3 
Delta Rhythm Boys 

Bradley's 
Rhodes 
Cute Soctety 
(Downtown) 
fimmie Rogers 
Susan Reed 
Clift Jackson 
Vete Johnson 

} C Heard Orc 
Cafe Sectety 
(Uptown) 

wk Gilford 
Vatricia Bright 
Dorothy Jarnac 
Hlape Foye 
Edmund Hall 
Dave Martin 3 
David Brooks 

Carnival 
Milton Berle 
Elly Ardelty 
Stan Fisher 
Marion Colby 
Ben Yost Singers 
Miriam Gwinn 
Miriam LaVelle 


Bob 





Copacabana 
Julie Wilson 





NEW YORK CITY 


Joey Gilbert 
Lynne Barrett 
Ernie Holst Ba 
Lecuona Boys Ore 
Phil Silvers 
Saul Chaplin 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Ross & La Pierre 
Watson Sis . 
Fritzi Scheff 
Ann Pennington 
Willie Solar 
Jacqueline Hurley 
Michael Edward 
Bill Acorn 
Emma Francis 
Patti Sheen 
Margo Wade 
* Shepard D'cers 
Zigry Lane 
Art Waner Ore 
400 Club 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Randy Brooks Orc 
Monchito Bd 
Havana-stadrid 
Dean Martin 
Jerry Lewis 
Carmen & 
Sergio Oria 
Catalino Ore 
Carlos Varela Ore 
Hote} Dixte 
Larry Funk Ore 
Reese Gay 
Lou Seiler 


Rolands 


Jackie Coogan 


Colosimo's Paul Carleton 


Gua Van Ann McCormack 
Betty Morgan | Harry Howe 

| Maurice & Mara | Diosa Costello 
Klmo Tanner | Buddy Shaw Ore 

af losime Models | Falmer House 
Sol Feola } Dunninger 

| Mel Cole Ore 


Rlackburn (2) 
H ; | Maurer Sis 
ayes Orc 
<iocsfie oa Rio Cabana 
W alcome ; 
Jackie Miles 


Hotel Bismarck 
Sherman 
Dell 


Nelson Puppets i 

Shirley Dickinson | « lark Bros. 

Harvey Crawford Rita Oehman 

Betty Hill Nancy Doran 

The Martinis Don Bradfield 

keddie Fens The Lovelies (10) 
Hotel Congress Cee Davidson (re 


Milt 
Wiki 


Herth Trio 
Ochart Ore 


Vine Gardens 
Jessie Rosella 


| 
| 
| 
Ore | 
| 
i 


Letty Karbour Larry Ross 
Hotel Blackstone | Regan Callais 
Phil Regan |} Anita Jakobi 
Mel Cooper Ore Phil DeRev 
Hotel Continental | Jack Page Oro 
James Sykes Joe Kish Ore 





BONNIE BAKER WANTS 
OUT ON FREDERICK PACT 


Bonnie Baker, songstress, is seek- 
|}ing an out on her exclusive man- 
agement contract with Frederick 
Bros. agency, desiring to return to 
Charlie Yates, who previously agent- 
ed her. 

Tom Kettering, of the Coast 
branch of Fredericks, had _ been 
handling her recently and had pact- 
ed deal for her appearances in Ken 
Murray's perennial, “Blackouts,” 
current at El Capitan, Los Angeles, 
and some vaude dates. 

Fredericks are reported unwilling 
to grant singer release and matter 
/may go to American Guild of 
Variety Artists for arbitration 








Pully on Assault Rap 

Trial of B. S. Pully, comic, has 
been set for General Sessions court, 
Oct. 1. Pully is currently out on 
$500 bail for assault on George 
Scharff, a chauffeur. 

Scharff declared that Pully on 
Aug. 24, assaulted him without prov- 
ocation in the lobby of the Belmont 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., and inflicted 4 
| broken arm and head injuries. 


JACKIE HARVEY’S VAUDERS 

Jackie Harvey, daughter of George 
Harvey, of the Paramount publicity 
staff, opens a vaude tour of southern 
| theatres at the Academy theatre, 
; Lynchburg, Va. Dancer has been 
| signed to Abner J. Greshler. 











Georgia Gibbs With Kaye Unit 
Georgia Gibbs, who appeared with 
Danny Kaye when the comic played 
the Paramount theatre, N. Y., earlier 
this year, has been signed to duet 
with Kaye at the Chicago theatre, 





Dean & Ray 


Chicago, Oct. 18. 
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Critics Due In for ‘Iceman’ 


Theatre Guild is setting aside tickets for out-of-town reviewers 


scheduled to attend the premiere of 
Oct. 9. 


“The Iceman Cometh” at the Beck, 


From the Coast will come Wood Soanes, of the Oakland | 


Tribune, he being assigned to the jaunt ‘because Eugene O'Neill lived 
in that California city for seven years, during which time the new 


drama was written among other plays, including O’Neill’s 
due this season also. 


The Misbegotten,” 


“Moon For 


Omar Ranney, of the Cleveland News, will be among the aisle sit- 


ters, going back immediately after 
home town, where his notice will 
Chicago News, will cover 
newspapers serviced by the News. 


“Iceman” 


the performance by plane to his 
be written. Sidney Harris, of the 
for that daily, also 28 foreign 
Claudia Cassidy, Chicago Tribune, 


is due to sit in, while from Boston those slated to attend are Elinor 
Hughes, Herald; Elliot Norton, Post, and Cy Durgin, Globe, all send- 


ing stories or notices by wire. 

In addition, Associated Press wil 
age, with news stories of the prem 
ing and a condensation of the 
House has given AP permission to 


to go on sale the day of the opening. 


not printed for several months after 





drama, 


1 give “Iceman” exceptional cover- 


iere, photos, a review of the open- 
using several quotes. Random 
use the quotes, book of “Iceman” 


As a rule books of plays are 
r opening. 








All Differences lroned Out Between 
League of N. Y. Theatres, ATAM | 


All differences between the League * 
| 


of New York Theatres and the Assn. 
of Theatrical Agents and Managers 
appear to have been finally ironed 
out. It’s now up to attorneys for 
the factions to phrase the wording 


of the changes to the basic agree- 
ment, namely, about “new blood” 
in the union's membership and 


upped pay. 

It has been agreed that provision 
for ATAM to admit new company 
and house managers be reinserted 
in the pact, after it had been in- 
operative for more than a year. 
newcomers will be eligible to join 
each year, as heretofore, but ATAM 
will have the final say whether 
candidates proposed by producers 
are to be admitted or not to its man- 
agerial group. 
group, the so-called apprentice sys- 
tem. 

Compliments have again been ex- 
tended to Anna Rosenberg, who 
served as mediator for both factions. 
Her suggestions were not binding, 
but the union decided to accept the 
salary boosts without going to arbi- 
tration, and she quickly solved the 
new-blood problem that threatened 
to stymie the new deal 
showmen and their company execu- 
tives. Mrs, Rosenberg’s fee is under- 
stood to have been $2,500, which 
would make it 
cession by her. Mediator moderated 
her usual fee because a_ union 
(ATAM) was involved, it sharing | 
the cost with the League. 

Last Friday (20), when the fac- 
tions came to agreement over the 
new-blood clause, the League want- 
ed the right to name five new mem- 
bers in view of the bye 1944-45 
season, but ATAM couldn't see it 


that way and okayed only one can- | 


didate. Between 1942 and _ ‘44, 
League nominated 11 candidates, but | 
only five were admitted in the two- 
year period. 

New salary scales were set forth 
in Variety last week, but salaries 
for company managers on tour were 


unquoted. Those with musicals will | 


get a minimum of $200 weekly; 
managers of straight plays now get 
$166. New scales are retroactive to 
last Labor Day. 


HOCKEY SKED STYMIES 
TODD’S ‘CP’ ARENA TOUR 


Opening of the hockey season in 
October is causing a hitch in sched- | 
uling Mike Todd’s enlarged version 
of “Up In Central Park” in spots 
controlled by the Arena Managers 
Assn. Todd has been dickering with 
AMA execs to book the show at con- 





clusion of its western schedule. 
Park” is current at the Hollywood | 
Bowl. 

With show available for mid- 


October, AMA schedule is up in the 
air, as games aiready scheduled will 
cut up any route AMA can offer 
that one-or two-day layoffs because 
are not feasable because of expensive | 
expense involved in paying cast, and 
AMA has hockey set virtually week 
in its arenas. 


Problem is still being worked 
upon and until all aspects of sit- 
uation are mulled over, no route 


is being laid out. 





Interstate Cancels Pair 
Dallas, Sept. 24. 

“The Hasty Heart” and “Life With | 
Father,” both scheduled to play the 
Melba here and elsewhere on the 
Interstate Theatres Circuit, have 
been cancelled. 

No reason given. 





There is a new-blood | 
provision for ATAM’S press agent | 


between | 


a considerable con- | 





Beavers Into ‘Oklahoma’ 


| Negro Canada Lee 


starred in 
| through the summer, 


Due as WhiteManIn 
‘Duchess of Malfi’ 


actor Canada Lee, who 
“On Whitman Avenue” 
reverses the 
tradition by replacing 


Colored 


| burnt-cork 


| McKay Morris in “The Duchess of 


| Fy iday 
| the 
| Boston, 


j}avenue beauty 
|ment mixes a 


| stuff turns the 


walking without 


| 
| 


| ne - 
la release, 


Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 
Dick Beavers, radio singer dis- | 
covered by actress Queenie Smith, 


was signed by Theatre Guild and 
will be shifted to the Chicago com- 
pany of “Oklahoma.” 

Following his release from _ the 
Army, Beavers played a few bits at 
Republic but was never permitted to 
sing, although he was signed for his 
voice. 


Five | 





Groom Greaza 
Replacement 


Walter N. Greaza is 
| Equity’s assistant exec secretary and 
| Angus Duncan 


resigning as 


Paul Dullzell is the 
Greaza feels that the 
Equity job ties him down too much, 


| considering a weekend radio stint 
and stage appearances. Duncan, 
whose father, Augustin Duncan, is 
Equity’s vicepresident, rejoined the 
| staff after being discharged from | 
the Army about a year ago. 

Equity has had difficulty strength- 
ening its office 
there requiring specialized theatrical 
| background. It seems that every 
; time a Lambs clubber is proposi- 
tioned to join, they refuse 
having the privilege of acting should 
|a stage engagement arise. Assistant 
to Dulizell is regarded as a full- 
a job. 


ANN CORIO’S 136, 107, 


}replace him. 


;exec sec. 








staff, positions | 


unless | 


| Malfi,” 
Drama 


starring Elisabeth Bergner. 
opened in Providence last 
(20). (Lee 
show tomorrow 
not being prepared to open 
in Prov.) 

Idea of using a Negro in a white 
actors part was first regarded as a 
press stunt. It appears now that the 
transition is possible by way of 
special makeup devised by a Fifth 
shop. The establish- 
compound 
facial blemishes and it’s claimed the 
trick for Lee. 
the second time that Morris 
quit in recent months, 
notice from 
| dida”, for which he was brought 
up on charges before Equity’ s coun- 
cil. Upon quitting “Malfi’, after re- 
hearsing several weeks, Paul 
the show’s producer, gave him 
although he could have 
;required the actor to pay him the 
equivalent of two weeks’ salary. 


It’s 
has 


Curious angle of Morris being cast 
for “Malfi” is that J. J. Leventhal 
is guaranteeing the “Malfi” cast’s 


salaries, and he also financed “Can- 
dida” (with Frank McCoy). 

Equity sent Leventhal and McCoy 
$480, which represents Morris’ two- 
week “Candida” salary, plus a re- 
placement player’s expenses, imme- 
diately after the council ruled the 
money was due the managers. The 
coin is repayable to Equity from 
Morris’ salary which he is expected 
to earn sometime this season. Actor 
said that he must have at least four 
months’ rest because of nervous ex- 
haustion, and he sent a message to 
Equity thanking the council for its 
consideration. That evidently re- 
referred to a deferred suspension, as 
the result of the “Candida” incident. 





| Whether the suspension becomes ac- 


is being groomed to | 


shop’s 
| mentation 


| 





DEAL TO PLAY ‘MAID’ 


Ann Corio, former burley stripper | 


who turned legit several seasons | 


signed a run of the play con- 
star in “Maid in_ the 
| Ozarks,” the hillbilly freak that 
| winds up an 1l-week date at the 
| Bel asco Sunday (29). Show surprised 
first nighters and critics by spanning 
summer on Broadway. Accord- 
ae to Jules Pfeiffer, proprietor of 
“Maid”, Miss Corio will receive 
| $1, 500 ‘weekly against 10% 
gross. She will replace Gloria 
| inawetrien, who is’ withdrawing 
| from the cast. 

‘Maid” will play a four-day date 
|at the Academy of Music, Brooklyn, 
|! with Miss Corio starting Tuesday 
(1). Ticket scale there will be $1.65 
top, large-capacity spot making it 
| possible for the show to get around 
| $3,000 ver performance. 


Peter Lind Hayes Will 
Head Carrington Revue 


| ago, 
tract to 





of the| 


| 





| $360, 


Comic Peter Lind Hayes, featured | 
} 


on the Dinah Shore radio show over 
| Columbia Broadcasting System this 
year, is scheduled as star of a revue 
| headed for Broadway. Elaine Car- 


| rington, one of radio’s top morning } 


serial scripters, has written the book 
| and is now dickering with several 
| Pe ople to score the music. She wil! 
| produce, 

Show, according to Mrs. Carring- 
| ton, will also feature Hayes’ wife, 
Mary Healy. Details will be com- 
pleted on the Coast in October, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Carrington. 


Brand new play, “The Pink | 
Cameo,’ by Dana Jonathan, will be | 
tried out this season by Director | 
|Fred Burleigh at Pittsburgh Play- 
| house. 


| tual depends on Morris’ professional 
deportment. 

Czinner is credited with experi- 
menting with a colored actor in the 
show. It appears that the showman 
remembered reading an article in 
Reader’s Digest in which the beauty 
formule for correcting pig- 
p.culiarities was de- 
scribed. 


TAUBER ILLNESS HITS 
‘HEART’ BIZ HARD 


Business of “Yours Is My Heart”, 
Broadway musical, was badly dented 
late last week when Richard Tauber 
failed to appear in the “Land of 
Smiles” musical, in which he trouped 
through Europe for many years. 
German tenor was out of Friday 
night’s performance of both shows 
Saturday (20-21) with a strange ail- 
ment. His vocal chords were not im- 
paired but an obstruction in the 
windpipe prevented him from 
breathing naturally. John Hendrich, 
|a Dutch warbler who sang the part 
| abroad, stepped into the cast ~but 
when it was announced from the | 
stage that Tauber, bball is nearly 60, 
would not appear there was a exo- 
dus to the boxoffice on refunds. 
The gross dropped over $9,000 from 
the previous week’s business. 

Femme lead in “Heart” is being 
sung by Stella Andreva, of the Met 
Opera. She is the wife of M. T. 





| Stark, millionaire merchant known 


in the dress business as “the rib- 
bon king”. He is said to have put 
around $20,000 in the show. 


Court Cites Spa Mer. 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y. Sept. 24. 
Saratoga County Judge Richard 
Sherman at a special term of court 





here declared Jewel Steven, man- 
ager of the Spa theatre this sum- 
mer, in contempt of court for fail- 


ing to appear in supplementary pro- 
ceedings on application of James D 
Connor 

Miss Steven wa 
of the judgment, 
with costs. 
paid within 30 days of the service of 
the order, and may be applied 
against the judgment. 


s fined the amount 
approximately 


PITT : PLAYHOUSE TEST 
Pittsbi irgh, Sept. 24. 


It’s the first time local community 
theatre has done an untested work 


‘jin seven years. 





. : | 
is due to go into | 


(Thurs.) in} 


| people 


to hide | 


Czin- | 


Amount must be! 


, Producers Are Proceeding Warily 


With Spotty Broadway Newcomers 





Mull “Mr. Adam’ as Legiter 


Pat Frank's “Mr. Adam,” 
about the only American male 
sterilization when an atom 
bomb hit the USA, is being read for 
possible Broadway presentation by 
Howard Li while several film 
have expressed interest in 
the book Picture difficulties 
foreseen in the subject, however 
30,000 copies first week 
reviews in New York 
by the truck strike, 
luxuries out of the 
papers. Sidney Sanders 
the book. 


the novel 


escaped 


ndsay, 
are 


300k sold 
although 
were blanketed 
which kept suct 
diminutive 
iis agenting 


its 


| 


first | 
“Can- | 


Critics Agree To 
Name Best’ Play 


| New 


| from 


York Dr Circle, 
John 
because 
“best 
had a 


ama Critics 
which the Daily News’ 
| Chapman walked last year 
ithe group refused to name a 
| play” of the season, has 
change of heart, and at 


an annual selection “without 
to any absolute critical standard. 
Mandatory agreement was 
objections of faction that 
awards should be _ omitted 
season produced no 
plays, group deciding to 


over 


pick 


of “top” merit. Group once 

refused to pick a ‘best’ 

last year marking seccnd time. 
Group also took in seven new 


also 


of some members as to 
group isn't now getting too unwieldy 
and away from its original aims. 
Re-elected to membership were 
Brooks Atkinson, Times, recently 
returned from war 
work, and Robert Garland, Journal- 
American, who asked to be 
mitted after pulling out some time 
ago. Newcomers to group include 
Vernon Rice, Post; William Haw- 
kins, World-Telegram; Otis , 
Guernsey, Cue magazine; Richard 
Cooke, Wall Street Journal; Kappo 
Phelan, Commonweal. 

Group set up new machinery for 


annual ballot on “best” play, based | 
on plan proposed by Joseph _ T.| 
Shipley, New Leader. Reviewers | 


will note their choices anonymously. 
Plays named will then be discussed, 


In case of no voting majority, mem- 


order of their 
winner 

Circle re-elected officers 
lother year, as follows: John 
| Brown, president; Ward Morehouse, 
; veepee; Rosamond Gilder, secretary: 
| Tom ss ieatitioad treasurer. 


Colored ‘Claudia’ ‘Set 


importance, 





for an- 


Lecture division of National 
icert & Artists Corp. has booked its | 
| Negro Drama Group for a fall tour 
of the south and midwest, for the 
unit’s second season as a specia) at- 
traction with NCAC. Group thus far 





has been booked to do _ Rose 
| Franken’s “Claudia” for six weeks, 
starting Oct. 15 at North Carolina 
College for Negroes, in Durham, 
Si 


Group is booked by NCAC like a 
drama attraction, although clubs on 
the lecture circuit also take it 
part of their series. Unit does one- 


(23) annual meeting agreed to make 
regard 


passed 
felt | 
when | 
above-average 
best 


or 
returning critics, to bring its number 
up to 24. Circle now includes critics | 


correspondent 


+ Broadway is waiting for the first 


|real hit of 1946-47. So far there has 


who | 


been no standout among the 
four of which were withdrawn 


trye- 
outs, 
for repaifs or the junk heap 


September entries were sparse in 


number, and while one or two may 
eventually balance up in the black 
there has been no sock addition to 
the legit list. October should usher 
|in better attractions but the seems 
to be a tendency of managers to 
proceed cautiously, especially with 
hows they are confident have merit, 
| evidently heeding the warning that 
showshops on the main stem are 


| how many times will playgoers 


5 


| terday,” “ 


Monday's | 


play of the crop annually regardless 
before 
play. 


| 
whether | 


read- | 


hard to gét. 
Ticket agency men and others ask: 


see 
Annie Get Your Gun.” “Born Yes- 
Call Me Mister,” “State of 
Union” or “O Mistress Mine” 
for that matter, some of the 
familiar favorites, tickets for 
which are not so scarce, such as 
“Harvey,” “Voice of the Turtle 
“Carousel,” “Oklahoma” and “Three 
To Make Ready.” Of course, other 
shows are prospering, too, but there 
is an idea in show circles that new 
clicks are needed to create fresh in- 
terest in the theatre. “A Flag Is 


the 
and, 
more 


Born,” Palestine propaganda, is the 
| most exceptional new play but its 
» | appeal is mainly secular. 

There is steadily mounting in- 

terest in “The Iceman Cometh.” The 

boxoffice at the Beck was opened 


| Monday (23) two and one-half weeks 
| prior to the premiere. New Eugene 
O’Neill play is reported to be grim 
drama in professional circles but 
1612 weeks tickets are on sale, and 
there are six ticketsellers handling 
|} mail orders, it being indicated that 
| $50,000 from that source alone will 
be in the till before “Iceman” 
| bows in. . 





“Park Avenue” 

attended the 
“Park Ave- 
reports from 


from ithe trade press, monthly 

magazines, etc., as well as N. Y. 
° . . . } 

dailies, to raise question in minds} 


High expectations 
| out-of-town showing of 
|}nue” last week but 
| New Haven after the debut were 
| disappointing, even from showmen 
| financially interested. The flock of 
| writing talent connected with “Ave- 
| nue,” however, is expected to whip 


| the musical into much better shape, 


bers will then rate all plays in the | 
and a| 


selected on basis of grading. | 


Mason | 
| Music Box; 


For Another Tour 


Con- | 


but it will require a longer period 
than first anticipated. Show may not 
be brought to Broadway for another 
month or six weeks. It was booked 
for the Broadhurst, and the “Ave- 
nue” delay partly eased the problem 
of what to do about “Three To Make 
| Ready,” which has jumped to ca- 
| pacity in that house. Among try- 
outs doubtful of coming in now is 


“The Temporary Mrs. Smith.” 
Only one opening (“The Bees and 


with vote then taken, and play with | the Flowers,” Cort) this week and 
simple majority declared the winner. | one is 


carded for next, also 
|the Ballet Theatre opens at the 
Broadway. There will be eight 


premieres within 10 days thereafter: 
“Hear That. Trumpet,” Playhouse; 
“Cyrano de Bergerac,” Alvin; “Ice- 
Man”; “Mr. Peebles and Mr. Hooker,” 
“Lysistrata” (colored), 
Belasco; “Lady Windermere’s Fan,” 
Cort (second booking this season): 
“Duchess of Malfi,’” Barrymore, and 
“Loco,” Biltmore. October arrivals 
will include “Happy Birthday” 
(Helen Hayes) and “Present Laugh- 
ter” (Clifton Webb), so the coming 
month therefore figures to bring in 
more than one a ae See. 


BETTY FIELD AGAIN ILL, 
HAVOC IN ‘DREAM GIRL’ 


Betty Field whose appearance in 
“Dream Girl” was concededly her 


fae] 


| top Broadway performance but who 
| was forced out of the play several 


aS | 


| nighters in college and school audi- 


film houses, etc., to 
and white audiences. Group 
of four women and three men is 
managed by Powell Lindsay, Negro 
playwright. who directed the show. 
| Leads are Tommie Moore, who has 
| acted in films on the Coast, and Har- 
rel Tillman, film actor and 
| Vocalist. 


| toriums 
Negro 


two 


Fal!,” 


did 
Must 


season the unit 
first in “Night 
“Claudia.” 


Last 
tou! 
then in 


Heads K.C. Group 
Kansas City, Sept. 24. 
Yost has been appointed di- 
of the local Resident theatre. 


Jon 
'rectol 


both | 


band | 


times because of illness, again be- 
came ill over the weekend and the 
show suspended. It will relight at 


_ the Coronet, N. Y., Saturday (28) 
night, when June Havoc will take 
over. 


Miss Havoc had been engaged to 
replace in “Girl” starting Oct. 7, un- 
usual display ads announcing it 
some weeks ago prior io show’s re- 
sumption after a layoff. Business 
has been excellent since the play 
relighted. 


Conducts Ne. Car. Course 
Irish playwright Lennox Robinson, 
who clippered to N. Y. last Thurs- 
day (19) for his first U. S. visit in 
over 10 years, left Monday (23) for 


| Chapel Hill, N. C. 
He’s to give a graduate course in 
Anglo-Irish drama at Univ. 
' Carolina until December. 


of North 
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6 Legit, 2 Vauders 


Survive Decline 


Of Yiddish Theatre for 46-47 Season 


Yiddish theatre season of 1946-47 * 


tees off next month with but six 
legit and two vaude houses. Drop- 
suts from last year are the Hopkin- 
son, Brooklyn, a key house in that 
borough for years but recently sold 


to a picture chain; also the Windsor, | 


Latter is part of the Brandt 
film circuit and will 


Bronx 
indie 
weekends. Folks theatre, N. Y. 
shows, has also reverted to film pol- 
icy. 


Theatres housing legit in New 
York this season are Yiddish 
Art Theatre, operated by Maurice 


Schwartz; Second Ave., operated by 


'sidore Edelstein; Parkway, Brook- 
vn. under aegis of Nathan Gold- 
erg and Jacob Jacobs, and Bronx 
\rt. under management of Jack 
Chernak. Out-of-town houses are 
the Lincoln, Philadelphia, and 


Douglas Park, Chicago. 
There may be some touring com- 
panies sent out later in season, ac- 


cording 10 Reuben Guskin, head of | 


the Hebrew Actors Union, but thus 
far only one such troupe has been set. 
This will be headed and operated 
by Paul Burstin 
“Hard To Be Honest,” by Louis 
Freiman, with opening set for 
Boston Oct. 6, with Buffalo, Mont- 
real and Toronto to follow. Support 
company includes Lillian Lux, 
Jeanette Paskewitz, Mildred Block, 
Abe Dorf, Morris Seidman and Sam 
Josepnson. 

Second avenue theatre relights 
Oct. 5 with the Isadore Friedman- 
Abe Elstein musical, “I Love You,” 
starring Menasha Skulnick and 
cluding Leon Gold, Max Rosenblatt, 
Jacob Luzanoff, M. Fader, Lillian 
Lilliana, Anna Thomashefsky, Yetta 


Zwerling, Anna _ Tietelbaum™ and 
Rose Greenfield. Oh same _ date 
“Cowboy from Oklahoma” will re- 
open Parkway Theatre, Brooklyn. | 
Cast includes Nathan Goldberg, 
Jacob Jacobs, Leo Fuchs, David 
Popper, Rose Goldberg, Betty 
Jacobs, Anna Hollander and Sara 
Gingold. 


Bronx Art also relights Oct. 5 
with “The Woman That God For- 
got,” by Anna Chernak and Sophie 
Geby. Cast includes Mrs. Chernak, 
Max Lasky, David Dank, Clara Gold 
and Helen Beda. 


Yiddish Art’s ‘Dnieper’ 

Yiddish Art tees off Oct. 21 with 
“The Song of the Dnieper,” by Z. 
Schmeyer and Joseph Rumschinsky, 
dramatized from Zalman Schneour’s 
book of same. title, with Maurice 
Schwartz starred. Support includes 
‘sidor Casher, Menachem Rubin, 
Abraham Teitleman, Mark Schweid, 
Gustave Berger, Anna Appel, Luba 


Kadison, Charlotte Goldstein, Ola 
Shlifko. Celia Person and Jack 
Rechtzeit. 


Lincoln, Philly, also opens Oct. 5, 
operated by Aaron Lebedeff, with 
“Conditional Wife.” by William 
Siegel. Company, besides Lebedeff, 
includes Vera  Lebedeff, Julius 
Adler, Henrietta Jacobsen, Fanny 
Lubritsky and Leon _ Schachter. 
“Life Is Beautiful,” starring Jennie 
Goldstein, opens season at Douglas 
Park Theatre, Chi, same evening, 
with Michel Michalesko, Rose Wal- 
lerstein, Ethel Saltzman, Dave 
Lubritsky, Frances Weintraub and 
Sam Gertler also having principal 
ro'9s. 

‘aude houses, Clinton and Na- 
ti oal, N. Y., have already opened 
for season and lined up formidable 
list of talent. Former has _ Israel 
Rosenberg, Vera Rozanka, Max 


play | 
straight films with English vaude on | 
ae | 

} 


which intermittently played Yiddish | 


and will tour in| 


in- | 





! 

| Engagements 

Lois Wilson—"A Family Affair.” 
James Dunn—“Moon for the Mis- 
| begotten.” 
| John Halliday — “Washington 
| Square.” 

Adrienne Matzenauer, Allen 
Kearns, Frank Milton, Jane Mc- 
Gowan, Youka Troubetskoy, Marilyn 
| Day, Martin Sameth,, Eleanor Jones 


|—“If the Shoe Fits.” | 


| Zero Mostel 





“Don Quixote.” 


Claire Trevor, Phillip Dorn—‘‘The 


Big Two.” 
| Frank Conroy, Andra_ Lindley, 
| Lynne Carter, Ray Bramley—“Hear 
ithe Trumpet.” 
James Barton, Dudley Digges, Car] 
Benton Reid, 
Cagney, Leo Chalzel, Ruth Gilbert, | 
Russell Collins, Paul Crabtree, Mar- | 
cella Markham, Morton L. Stevens, | 
|! Al McGranary, John Marriott, E. 
|G. Marshall, Joseph Marr—The 
| Iceman Cometh.” 
| Etta Moten, Rex Ingram, Leigh 
| Whipper, Fredi Washington, Mildred 
|! Smith, Mercedes Gilbert, Babe Wal- 
lace—“Lysistrata.” 
Jay Fassett, Jean Parker, 
| Murdock, Jessie Busley, 


Helen 
Elaine 


| Stritch, Si Vario, Morgan Wallace, | 


|Parker Fennelly, Marlo 
Shirley Gale—“Loco.” 


Dwyer; 





—_ 


San Gabriel Playhouse 
Returns to Legit 


San Gabriel, Cal., Sept. 24. 
| Mission Playhouse, 
| opened 20 years ago for John Steven 
|McGroarty’s “Mission Play” and} 
| changed to a film policy in 1932, will | 
|reopen to legit Sept. 29. 
| House, a 1,500 seater, has been re- | 
|modeled and will start off with a| 
series of concerts, followed Oct. 19 | 
| by “The Hasty Heart.” Adrian Awan | 
|will stage a revival of “Mission 
| Play” there next year, opening Jan. 
| 15. 





'Radio Maestro Maps 
Own Broadway Musical 


Lloyd Shaffer, maestro on the 
Perry Como “Chesterfield Supper 
'Club,” plans to produce his own 
musical comedy, “Adam and Eve,” 
on Broadway this season. Shaffer 
has completed tunes for the show, 
and is currently finishing the book. 

For the lead bandleader has been 


Nicholas Joy, Jeanne | 


originally | 


_H’wood Actors Lab Goes 


| tory to present “Home of the Brave” 


LOU LEVY PLANS LEGIT 
GROUP ON THE COAST 


Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 

| Lou Levy, manager of the An- 
| drews Sisters, is organizing the Cir- 
cle Theatre, a new legit group of 





players made up chiefly of film 
talent. 
Levy’s representatives are hunt- 


| ing a site for the erection of an out- 





door arena on the ancient Greck 
plan. 





Nat’! Operetta Assn. 
In Oct. Memphis Meet 


| 
Memphis, Sept. 24. | 
Formal organization sessions of | 
|the new National Civic Operetta | 
| Assn. will be held in Memphis in |} 
| October. | 


Preliminary meetings have been | 
held in Louisville and St. Louis. | 
Actual adoption of constitution and | 
bylaws, now being studied by the 
various local boards of directors, | 
will take place at the Memphis hud- | 


dle. Officers may also be elected 
then. 
Joseph Cortese, general manager 


|of the Memphis Open Air Theatre, | 
| denied that the establishment of an 
|association among the al _ fresco 
show towns is intended for the pur- 
| pose of a better bargaining position 
lin dealing with talent, etc. He said 
it is intended merely as a medium 
| for the exchange of ideas and ex- 
| perience. 

Already active in the organization 
|are the St. Louis Municipal Opera, 
| the Iroquois Park Theatre Associa- 
'tion of Louisville, the Dallas Star- 
|light Opera, Grand Rapids, Cleve- 
| land, Indianapolis and Memphis. 
Akron and Pittsburgh are being in- | 
vited to join. 
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To Frisco With ‘Home 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Actors Laboratory will move out 

of town for the first time in its his- 


at the Geary theatre, San Francisco, 
for eight performances, opening 
Sept. 30. It will also be Lab’s first 
appearance in a full-size commer- 
cial house. 

Original cast will appear, with the 
exception of Don Hanmer, who will 
be replaced by Gene Reynolds in the 
role of Fitch. 








Lancaster-Corey Legiter 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 





dickering with radioite Alan Young. 
Situation with Young is at a stand- 
off because the air comic returns to 
NBC Friday (20) with his own 
variety show under Bristol-Myers 
sponsorship. If Young takes the part 
it will be his first Main Stem fling. 


Pasadena’s Fall Sked 


Pasadena, Sept. 24. 

Autumn schedule for the Pasadena 
Community Playhouse opens Sept. 30 
with the F. Hugh Herbert comedy, 
“For Keeps,” diyected by Lenore 
Shanewise. 

Other plays on the fall program 
are “Truckline Cafe,” “But Not 
Goodbye” and “The Rich Full Life.” 











Temple Drama Course 
Philadelphia, Sept. 24. 
Temple University has instituted 
a new course in dramatics, leading 
up to a bachelor of arts degree. The 
curriculum will be under the direc- 
| tion of the College of Liberal Arts 








New legit play, written by Burt 
Lancaster and Wendell Corey, will 
make its bow at Corey’s little thea- 
tre in Bucks County, Pa., with hopes 
of showing on Broadway next win- 
ter. 

Authors will take a six-week leave 
of absence from Paramount, where 
they are currently thesping in 
“Desert Town.” 





‘Lost Colony’ in Black 
Raleigh, N. C., Sept. 24. 
The sixth season of “The Lost 
Colony,” which ended on Labor Day, 
was financially the best year the 
Paul Green symphonic drama has 
enjoyed since it opened at the Wa- 
terside theatre at Fort Raleigh on 
July 4, 1937. C. S. Meekins, treas- 
urer of the Roanoke Island Histori- 
cal Assn., which produces the drama, 
reported that receipts from all 
sources for the summer totaled $126,- 
624.73. 
All expenses were paid, and a 10- 








Kletter, Seymour Rechtzeit, Jacob | and will include both academic and | 2¢re tract of land adjoining the Fort 


Zanger, Pincus Lowenda, Sylvia and 
Miriam Feder, Miriam  Kressyn, 
Tillie Rabinowitz, Solly Schorr and 


Liza Gilbert, while latter has Moe} 


Schoenfeld, Jenny Jacobsen, Sonia 
Zomina, Moishe Oysher, Herman 
Yablokoff, Chaim Tauber, Celia and 
Misha Bodkin, Anna Lubin, Mal- 
verna Rappel, Fania Rubiner, Max 
and Rose Bozyck. Molly Picon is 
also set for here when she arrives 
from her current European trek, 
YJespite decline of number of 
Yiddish houses it has not’ noticeably 
affected earning power of the 288 
members of the union, according to 
Guskin, who stated there are more 
summer dates for Yiddish actors 
than ever before in the mountains 
and resort areas, also much more to 
be earned on concert dates in 
Yiddish centers, which, while hav- 
ing no theatres operating, pay off in 
spades on the “concert” dates. For- 
merly, in the palmy ’20s, some 30- 
odd theatres were devoted to Yiddish 
policies, with 25 in New York alone. 


| technical subjects. 

Actual specialization in drama 
| will not begin until the sophomore 
year. Studies will include acting, 
| direction, stagecraft, scenic design, 
directing and dramatic literature. 

The newly formed department of 
Dramatic Arts will present several 
productions each year in conjunc- 
tion with the Templayers, student 
dramatic organization. 


Lucille Page in ‘Girls’ 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 24. 
Lucille Page, wife of Buster West, 
| one of the three leading comics in 
|the Gertrude Niesen show, “Follow 
| the Girls,” went into the cast here 
at Nixon last night (Mon.), taking 
over ingenue assignment from Vir- 
ginia McGraw, wko left company. 
Miss McGraw had been in the role 
since musical first hit the road in 
Philadelphia several weeks ago. 
Part was originally played on 
Broadway by Dorothy Keller. 








Raleigh reservation was bought from 
| the receipts. 





Manages Toledo House 

Toledo, Sept. 24. 
Edward D. Kita, with the Shuberts 
|since 1921, has been named man- 
| eger of Town Hall, Toledo legit 
| house, succeeding Mrs. Flora Ward 
Hineline, who managed the theatre 
last year. 

Mrs. Hineline had previously for 
13 years brought road shows to To- 
ledo for one-night stands. She will 
continue to bring musical shows to 
Toledo in the 3,000-seat Paramount, 
with her first booking being “Car- 
men Jones,” Oct. 17. Both “Okla- 
homa!” and the Ballet Theatre are 
also scheduled for the Paramount. 





Helenic Tragedies, Inc., chartered 
to produce plays and pictures, and 
to deal in books. Offices in New 
York. 





| Wiman’s musical version of “Street Scene.” 


| bills 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Agitation by Equity for a lifting of color discrimination in Washington 
and Baltimore legit theatres with its implied threat of boycott has en- 
gendered considerable comment in these cities. General opinion is that 
the actors’ organization is being used to Patsy for a difficult and highly 
complicated situation. Will opening the legit theatres to overall Negro 
patronage solve the other existing restrictions enforced by hotels, res. 
taurants, picture houses and department stores? Why should Equity, ac. 
tually a trade union interested in the working conditions of its members 
stick its neck out on an involved matter of social and economic implica- 
tidn? Win, lose or draw, say the commentators, the theatre and the actor 
must wind up holding the wrong end of the stick. 


Trek of Metropolitan Opera singers into legit continues with the sign- 
ing of Norman Cordon, basso, for an important role in Dwight Deere 
He’s second Met singer to 
take the plunge this season, other being Stella Andreva, of the current 
“Yours Is My Heart” (Shubert, N. Y.). 

Annamary Dickey was lead of the short-lived “Rhapsody” two seasons 
ago, while John Brownlee took time off his Met chores three seasons ago 
for the brief tryout.of the revived “Vagabond King.” Margaret Matze- 
nauer, retired Met contralto, has been playing small legit parts. And 
Jan Kiepura, Met tenor of some years back, has been playing legit in 


| recent seasons in “Merry Widow” and “Polonaise.” 


New York truckmen’s strike, which crimped newsprint deliveries and 
resulted in display ads being dropped from New York dailies, also saw 
for legit-theatre copy drop 50% one week and 35% 


for another, 


; Shows expend from $700 to $1,000 weekly in the directory form of ads. 


Daily News, which has the highest amusement rate and the highest cire 
culation was the only daily that continued the directory through the 
strike period. Herald-Tribune particularly splurged with picture and 
legit display copy last Wednesday (18), day after the strike was called off, 

Strike did not interfere with new shows being moved into Broadway 
theatres, because there is a contract between the Truckers Assn. and the 
teamsters union. Dan Tobin, head of the latter group, tersely told the 
truckmen not to violate any contracts. 


Piayhouse, N. Y., will have Mike Onerato and Thomas Brotherton as 


co-treasurers, first time a legiter will have two boxoffice heads. Ben 
Marden, who bought the theatre last season, decided to eliminate the $25 
salary differential between the treasurer and assistant. Last season 


Brotherton was head man in the Alvin boxoffice, while Onerato was at the 
Morosco. 

Brotherton had an interest in the Alvin, along with Norman Pincus and 
latter’s brother. When the house was sold to the Howard S. Cullman 
coterie some months ago, Brotherton banked around $25,000, after provid- 
ing for taxes. Playhouse opens with “Hear That Trumpet” Oct. 7, it be- 
ing Arthur Hopkins’ first production this season. 


A gold mine in which the late Sam H. Harris was interested is being 
sold, and among those who will benefit are the former China Harris (now 
Mrs. Ned Marin), the showman’s widow, Walter N. Haggerty, who oper- 
ated the property, and Coley Madden, former betting commissioner 

Mine deal recalls Harris’ after dinner speech when he and George M. 
Cohan were honor guests of the Jewish Theatrical @uild more than 10 
years ago at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. He excited much laughter when 
telling how “the mill burned down,” referring to a smelter near the mine 
in Nevada. 





Lewis Nichols, who covered first nights for the N. Y. Times during the 
war years, is on leave from the daily for a year or more but is not writing 
a book as reported. He joined the staff 19 years ago soon after leaving 
Harvard, being then rated a “summer replacement.” 

Brooks Atkinson, who resumed as critic for the Times after being war 
correspondent for the sheet, appears to have fully recovered from a 
physical condition caused by foreign hardships. He weighs 131 pounds, 
which is more than ever for him. 





Basil Rathbone declined an offer to appear in Boston with Gertrude 
Lawrence in “Pygmalion” this week on grounds he didn’t want the road 
work that went with it. Rathbone is in “Obsession” switched from the road 
to Broadway at the Plymouth next week. 





“Three to Make Ready,” starring Ray Bolger (Broadhurst, N. Y.), has 
paid off a third of its original investment. Checks went out last week 
to the bankrollers, who anted up sums as low as $50 apiece. Co-producer 
Stanley Gilkey (with Barbara Payne) told friends that, if business con- 


tinues at present rate, show will pay off a second third of the investment 
in another month. 





Pieces of “Bal Negre,” colored dance attraction headed by Katherine 
Dunham, were offered along Broadway prior to opening out of town. One 
per cent. could be had for $1,000. Among those so interested are Hal 
Olver, Dan Melnick and Rube Bernstein. Attraction is being presented 
by Nelson L. Bross, whose father, Edward, produced “St. Louis Woman” 
last season. 

“Negre” came near folding before opening but Dale Wasserman, formerly 


with Miss Dunham, went to Philadelphia where he relighted and redirected 
the dance revue. 





When the Astor hotel, N. Y., was picketed by the musicians union re- 
cently, Equity officials wanted to cancel its fall quarterly meeting, dated 
there Friday (27). There is nothing on the agenda, and most actors are 


busy with rehearsals or tryouts. As the strike was called off the meeting 
convenes as scheduled. 





“Burlesque,” which Jean Dalrymple plans to present with Bert Lahr 
Starred and June Knight playing the femme lead, may be booked inde- 
pendently before essaying Broadway. Reported that Jose Iturbi will back 
the revival. Miss Dalrymple was formerly the pianist’s secretary. 





Fortune Gallo is readying his San Carlo Opera Co. and takes to the road 
soon, first stand out being the Eastman, Rochester, N. Y. It will be the 


troupe’s 35th annual tour, billing for the attraction rating it “the oldest 
road show.” 


Mae West, Todd Sued 





Sullivan Vice Fredericks 





On ‘Catherine’ Rights 


Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 

Mae West and Mike Todd were 
sued for $100,000 in Superior Court 
by Edwin K. O’Brien and Michael 
Kane, Hollywood writers, charging 
piracy of material on the life of 
Catherine the Great. 

Scribes charge they got no pay 
for their material which was used 
by Miss West in a play produced by 
Todd. 





Nuangola (Pa.) Tryout 
Nuangola, Pa., Sept. 24. 
“Abby Smith, Lady,” new play by 
Royal C. Stout, is having its pre- 
miere at Grove theatre, local straw- 
hatter, this week. , 
Stout is the theatre's director. 





In B’way ‘Show Boat’ 


Los Angeles, Sept. 14. 

Joe Sullivan, Metro contractee, 
has been inked to replace Charles 
Fredericks, another Metro pactee, 
for the role of Ravanel in the Kern- 
Hammerstein revival of “Show 
Boat,” current at the Ziegfeld in 
New York. 

Fredericks has been called back to 
the home lot for film work. 





Sets Pa. Strawhat for '47 
Reading, Pa., Sept. 24. 

George R. Snell, owner and pro- 
ducer of Green Hills Lake theatre, 
summer stock house at Green Hills, 
six miles south of Reading, will re- 
open next June 16 with a 12-week 
season, 
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‘Okla!’ Return Capacity 266 in Chi, 
‘Lute’ Weak 16/46, but Outlook OK 


Chicago, Sept. 24. 

Newcomers last week were “Okla- 
on return engagement, and 
Song,” with former doing 
business at $26,000, as was 
expected “Lute.” however, despite 
notices all the way down the 
line got weak $16,500, although 
things are looking brighter. 
Girl.” which also drew 
unanimous raves, got solid $20,000, 
and “Harvey” continued near-capac- 
ity. be ing the town’ s top draw, along 

with “Oklahoma! ’ at $24,200. Long- 
termers “State of the Union” and 

“Bloomer Girl” did $20,400 and 
$39.700, respectively. All in all, it 
was a lush week at the legit 
wickets. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Bloomer Girl,” Shubert (4th 
week) (2,163: $4.80 ). Drooped a 
little, but $39,700 still very good. 

“Dream Girl,” Selwyn (3rd 
(1.000: $4.20). Great $20,000 
ond frame 

“Harvey,” 
(1.000; $4.20). 
with $24,200 

“Lute Song,” Studebaker (1,246; 
$4.80). Disappointing $16,500 in first 
frame. 

“Oklahoma!” Erlanger 
$4.20). Bowed for return 
ment with capacity $26,000. 

“State of the Union,” Blackstone 
(Qist week) (1,360: $4.20). Also off, 
but not too much. $20, 400. 
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“PARK AVE. ACTS IT 
AT B.0., 156 IN BOW 


$29,000 IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 24. 
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proxin 
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nificent on a $4.20 tax included top. 
Current week has a doubleheader, 


Katherine 


lifting 
and 


A 
“Duche 


Oct. 2-5: breakin 


Oct. 


Bye,” 
Weakne 
“Come 
Oct. 24 


Tentative 


quired 
Moss 

ready 
iere | 


Dame,” 


been 
Oct 


IS 


ste 


Hart 
in time 
ere; 


“Born Yesterday” 
the finale (26 


, 
aay 


of 


pre 


Ss 


(In 
On U 
6 


revisi¢ 
sho 


anoth 


postpone d 
24 opening; 
encountering 


Malfi” 
10- 
p’ 


DOOKINES 


-28). 


cession fol 
of 
12: preem 
a Claire) 
with 


include 
which 


yn 
w, 
for 


breakin 
from 


er 


rehear-al 


Mae 


that 


will 


its 
“Miss Jones,” 


lows, 
(Bergner) 
“Sweet Bye 


of 


Oct 
Wes 


ha 
the 


of 
th 
pe 


snag 


at 


Dunham's “Bal Negre” | 
the first half curtain (23-25), 


coming in for 


and 
“Fatal 
17-19 
t for 
ve re 
new 


not be 
its skedded prem- 
“Toplitzky 


Notre 
has 
neilled 

which 
gs, 


Current Road See 


(Period Covering Sept. 
Amer. 


(23-5). 


“Anna 


port ( 


Aud., 


| (30-2): 


Third attraction of the legit sea- | 
son, “Follow the Girls,” and first mu- 
sical, got very good $29,000 last 


week at Nixon. Stays over this ses- 
sion and should easily duplicate or 
better opening stanza, since advance 


is okay. 

Two-year run on Broadway, “! 
Wanna Get Married” and Gertrude 
Niesen were the three things that 
did it, since show itself wasn’t rated 
too hot and there was nobody else 
in the cast to pull them in. “Girls” | 
started off little slowly but by 
week's end had built to almost ca- 
pacity. Just the sort of attraction to 


benefit by big sports weekend, and 
it got a heavy Saturday play. Top 
was $3.50. 

“I Remember Mama” comes in 
Monday (30), also for two weeks, 
giving Nixon two successive fort- 
night engagements in a row, very 
unusual sround here. 


‘Mrs. Smith’ Mild In 
Washington at $12,500 


Washington, Sept. 24. 
“The Temporary Mrs. Smith,” 
Vinton Freedley production starring 
Francine Larrimore and featuring 
Mischa Auer, rang up a mild $12,500 


for its week's run at National. Show | 


had a lukewarm press 
here, with two 
it a mauling. 

Unlike its predecessor of the pre- 


reception 
of the critics 


Hollywood (23-5). 

Blackstone Royal Alexandra, | 
| Toronto (23-28): His Majesty’s, 
| Mont’l, (30-5). 

“Bloomer Girl’ — Shubert, Chi 

(23-5). 

“Born Yesterday”—Bushnell, Hart- | 
ford (23-25); Shubert, New Haven 
(26-28): Wilbur, Bost. (30-5). 

“Carmen Jones” — His Majesty's 
Mont'l (23-28): Shea's, Erie (2): 
Stanley, Utica (3); Aud., Roch. (4-5). 

“Come On Up”—Nat'l., Wash. (23- 


| Baste, Harrisburg (27); Aud., Tren- | 
ton (28). 

“Cyrano de Bergerac”—Cass, De- 
troit (23-28); Royal Alex., Toronto | 
| (30-5). 

“Dear Ruth” — Plymouth, Bos 
| (23-5). 


giving 


ceding week, “Magnificent Heel,” 
which closed after a week here, “Mrs. 
Smith” still has Broadway aspira- | 
tions. Moved to Baltimore yester- 
day (23). 

Mae West in “Come On Up” 
opened here yesterday for one week. 
Strong advance sale indicates la | 
West still has strong draw. Clifton | 
Webb, in Noel Coward's “Present 
Laughter,” bows in on the 30th, with 
“Student Prince” following on Sun- 
day, Oct. 


13. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“If the Shoe Fits’—Leonard Sill-_ 


man. 

“The Fatal Weakness”—Theatre 
Guild. 

“The Iceman Cometh”—Theatre 
Guild. 

“Sweet Bye and Bye”—Nat Kar- 
son. 

“Hear That Trumpet’—Arthur 
Hopkins. 

“Loco”—Jed Harris. 

“Happy Birthday”—Rodgers and 
Hammerstein. 

“Lysistrata” (colored, revival)— 
Max J. Jelin and James Light. 
_“Naughty Naught 66”—Paul Kil- 
iat. 


BLACKSTONE 12G, TORONTO 


Toronto, Sept. 24. 
In for a fortnight’s hitch, Black- 


Stone the magico grossed a fine $12.- | 


200 at the Royal Alexandra here, 
with 1,525-seater scaled at $2 top. 

Family show, which g.-_ its usual 
annual press raves on wholesome- 
ness, etc., has some $3,000 in the till 
In advance sale for second weck. 


28); 
(23): 


“Dream Girl’- 


Ford's, 
“Cordelia”—Capitol, 
Scranton (| 
Rajah, Reading (26); 


Aud., 
Allentown (25); 


Rep. 


30-1): 


Hartford 

“Bal Negre” 
(23-25); 
| Bridgeport 
English, 
“Blackouts of 


Met., 


Lucasta 


(27- 


Balto. 


Co.—Shub 


*— Lyri 
Aud., 
(3-5). 


28); 
Ind'pls. 


(30-5). 


23-Oct. 


ert, 


c, Bridge- | 
Worcester 


Providence (26): 
Hartman, 
(3-5). 


1946” — El] Capitan, 


24); 


5) 
Philly 


—Shubert, New Haven 
Lyric, 
Col. 


Wilkes-Barre 
Lyric, | 


-Selwyn, Chi (23-5). 


‘PARK’ 906 AT H’WOOD 
BOWL IN SECOND WEEK 


Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 








no | 
advance 


with | 
due 


(2): | 


Business was still good in the two 
| Open-air theatres this past week, 
with Mike Todd's “Up in Central 


second frame at Hollywood Bowl. 
Another big taker was 
the Greek theatre, 
Coolish nights 
the week were blamed for 
| the grosses. 

Ken Murray's “Blackouts of 1946” 
stayed up to $17,000 for the 222d 
| week at El Capitan. “State of 
| Union” finaled with $18,500, and was 
richer by .$100,500 after five weeks 
at the Biltmore. Musart’s sepia ver- 
sion of “The Bat” did only fairish 
$2,500 for its first full frame. 


‘Song of Norway 
Tuneful 476 In 
Hub; ‘Ruth 126 


Boston, Sept 
Norway” remained top 
here last week, 
first week’s 


“Rosalie,” 


24 
“Song of 
legit attraction 
climbing well above 
ltake (which should have read $43,- 
000 in this column, not $23,000, 
errored typographically). 
| “Barnaby” cancelled out and didn't 
|open as scheduled, but two take 
this week, each with sock 
“Duchess of Malfi” 
Shubert last night (23), and “Park 
|} Avenue” dittoed at the Colonial, 
both for a fortnight. Biggest advance 
|so far, however, for American 
| Repertory Theatre for Oct. 7, which 
seems set for an SRO house before 
it opens. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Come On Up,” Shubert (1,500; 
| $3.60). Finished third week with an 
estimated $15,000, hurt by unpre- 
cedented Sept. heat wave. ‘Duchess 
|}of Malfi” here as of Monday (23). 
“Dear Ruth,” Plymouth (1,300; $3). | 
|Back to estimated $12,000 on fifth 
week, slight jump over previous 
week and very profitable. Sixth 
| week current. 
“Obsession,” Colonial (1,500: $3). 
| Dropped a little to estimated $10, 500 
on final week; but profitable. “Park 
Avenue” opened here Monday (23) 
| with nice advance. 
“Song of Norway,” Opera House 
| (3,200: $3.60). Rose to an estimated 
| $47,000 on second week after pow- 
|erful $43,000, estimated, on first, and 
| set for a run with plenty of advance 
| as backlog. Advance is what brought 
it up this last week as weather was 
unfavorable. 


advances. 
bowed at the 


is 


‘MARY’ HAS PLENTY FOR 


ST. LOUIS AT $21,000 


St. 24. 
The local legit season for 1946-47 


Louis, Sept. 








Py -~. —— — teed off with a bang Monday (16) 
ee aetrthday”~ Shubert, Bost.|With @ one-week stand of “Mary 
_ ‘ . ; *"| Had a Little...” at the American thea- 
= rev"’—Harris. Chi. (23-5) tre, and did very well. Even after 
oo an ser ° “4 Frisco (23- the crix tossed the anvil with reck- 
Minsty Heart 190.4) i less abandon, some calling it “baw- 
sas aca ripe hiner Erlanger dy.” the customers still clamored for 
“Hear a r —Erla as 
chairs. 
Buff, (2-5). With the 1.700-seat house scaled 
“I Remember Mama” Erlanger, to $3.05, eight performances grossed 
| ae Se eee Pitt. (30-5). 4. [close to $21,000. Crix treated the 
“Lady jindermere’s an —Dlsl-) cast. headed by Edmund Owe, 
|more, L. A. (23-5). - ‘ Mary Brian, Claire Carleton, Fred 
“Life With Father”—English.| Sherman and Gerald Oliver Smith, 
| Indpls. (23-38); Palace. So. swan Fld o.k., but thumbed down the story. 
|La Porte, La Porte (2); Davidson, Tennessee Williams’ re Glass 
Mil. (3-5). . Menagerie.” with Pauline Lord in 
| “Loco” — Playhouse, Wilmington! the top role. opened a one-weeker 
(4-5). _lat the American last night (Monday) 
“Lute Song” — Studebaker, Chi/to a heavy advance. 
(23-5). 
“Mary Had a _ Little” -Davidson, | 
Milwaukee (23-25): Town Hall, To- M Wild 9) ¢ 
ledo (30-5). ian enagerie I 
“Mr. Peebles and Mr. ooker”- d 
|Walnut St. Philly (23-5). _ In 4 Shows at in nis. 
“Obsession” Hanna, Cleve. (23- nal Sept. 24 
28). ndiana Olis, « Page 
“Oklahoma!”—Erlanger, Chi (23-5) Warm weather caught up with the 
“Park Avenue"—Colonial, Bost. | early —— sg oe oe te 
| (93.5 ; here this weeK anc nel yiass 
(23-5). <i git an 
“Present Laughter” Plavhouse, | Menagerie to a mild $9 — in four 
' : ya, 14 Waar performances at the English (Sept. 
Wilmington (26-28): Nat'l Wash 9-21) at $3 top. It was the earliest 
(30-5) a 4) « De if \ dee 
“Son ler ” 2 co | opening here in several years 
Song of Norway Opera House, goer: me indicus game ol at 
ee the Unien”’—Curran tivity in first months. with = = 
Me y “oe tor “Life With Father, week oO 
Frisco (23-5). “ — tatherine Dunham's “Bal 
“State of the Union—Blackstone i gaa semen Oct. 
1Chi. (23-5). , ary ¥ ‘Mary Had a Little.” Oct 
“Student Prince”—Forrest, Philly ET and “Mary Ha¢ ' 
(30-5). — . ; Season at Murat will open Oct. 5 
“Temporary Mrs. Smith Ford's with Tito Guizar’s Latin unit, fol- 
, 972° 2) a ‘vie ; a ain - ‘ 
othe te ad of Malfi*—Ply mouth. | lowed by Phil Spital Oct. 9 
| Bost. (23-28): Aud., Hartford (30-2): | ae : cectee, 
Shubert. New Haven (3-5) ‘Father’ 5'4G, Splits Buff. 
“The Glass Menagerie”—American 
St. Louis (23-28): Music Halli, K. C Week With ‘Road,’ 5G 
(30-2): Capitol. Salt Lake (4)* luffalo. Sept. 24 
“Tobacco Road”"—Shubert-Lafay- Against record high te mperature 
;ette, Det. (23-5) all last week, moth-eaten roadsho 
“Up in Central Park” Bowl, | legit edition of “Life With Fathe: 
| H’wood (23-28): Aud.. Oakland (30-5).| bettered nifty $5,500 at Erlanger f 
“Voice of the Turtle” Locust, | first half of week at $3 top 
Philly (30-5) “Tobacco Road,” $2.40 top | 
“Voice of the Turtle’—Cox. Cin- | half, hung up over $5,000. equalir 
'cinnati (23-28); American, St. Louis| as much in three days as in fuil 
(30-5). weck here last season 
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Heat Fails to Dent Bway Climb: 


‘Gypsy Lady’ Gets Mixed Notices But 
Nifty 346, ‘Horizon’ NG at 5'46 


Hoitest days and nights of the 
summer last week failed to dent 
Broadway grosses much Takings 
were virtually at the same levels of 
ithe previous week Out-of-town 
tryout disappointments continued to 
| mount, and at least one new attrac- 
tion that joined the list to a strong 
advance sale sagged after it was 
clear that the pe rformance was 
under par. Agencies were supported 
during summer principally by a 
quartet of standouts, last season’s 
vintage and the same goes now. 

Two incomers last week were 
“Gypsy Lady,’ which drew divided 
notices, but good business, and “Hid- 
den Horizon,” which was severely 
panned. Solo new show this week is 
“The Bees and the Flowers,” which 
bows in after a week of previews 
It's gotten pro and con comment. 

Estimates For Last Week 

Keys C (Comedu), D (Drama), 
Co (Comedy-Drama) R (Revue). 
M (Musical). O (Operetta) 

“A Flag Is Born,” Alvin (3d week) 
(D-1,331; $4.80) Final week here 
|then switches to Adelphi, where 
Luther Adler replaces Paul Muni; 
“Cyrano De Bergerac” next attrac- 
tion here; propaganda drama big | 
$32,500; sells out 

“Anna Lucasta,” Mansfield (109th 
week) (D-1.041: $3.60). Colored cast | 


stayer making some 
ways and was again 
000 last week. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(19th week) (M-1,427; $6.60). 
doubt the Hammerstein and Rodgers 
musical smash will continue to play 
to standees for many more months; 
nearly $45,500. 

“Bees and The Flowers,” 
Presented by Mort 
| Singer, Jr. (Shubert connection with 
show dropped); written by 
erick Kohner and Albert 
| helmet: opens tomorrow (26). 
“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (34th 
week) (C-993:; $4.80). All it can get 


money 
rated over 


$11,- 


Cort (C- 


Mann- 


at $21,000, pace which laugh show 
should maintain for long time. 

“Call Me Mister.” National (23d 
week) (R-1,142: $6) Standee at- 
tendance; around $33.000 

“Carousel,” Majestic ‘(75th week) 
(M-1,667; $6). In gross only one 
musical (“Annie Get Your Gun”) 


vies with this one; close to capacity 


with great $45,500 last week 
“Deep Are the Roots,” Fulton 
(42d week) (D-968: $3.60). Some 


cut-rating for long-run, mixed-cast 
drama that is turning some profit: 


around $10,000. 

“Dream Gri,” Coronet (32d week) 
(D-1,037; $4.20). Getting fine money 
jafter laying off during summer, 
count being around $19.500 again: 
no performances this week until Sat. 
(28) when June Havoc replaces 
Betty Fields. 

“Gypsy Lady,” Century (lst week) 
(D-1,670; $4.80). Came in with 
from Coast; difference in press opin- 
ion but takings for first seven per- 
formances excellent $34.000. 

“Hidden Horizon,” Plymouth 
week) (D-1,063; $4.20). Opened last 
Thursday and drew _ poor press; 
around $5.500 first four times: “ 
ent Laughter,” Noel Coward play, 
slated for this house: but “Obses- 
sion” first replaces next week. 

“Harvey,” 48th Street (99th week) 
(C-925; $4.20). Between 200 and 300 
tickets for each performance sold 
through mail orders; midweek mati- 
nee turnaway: over $19,000. capacity 

“Icetime,” Center (14th week) (R- 
2,994; 


(Ist 


$2.40). Skating revue’ in 
Radio City primed for cleanup: 
takings have been topping those of 
legit musicals; over $45,000. 

“Life With Father,” Bijou (355th 
week) (C-613: $3.60) At present 
pace around $19,000 run-leader can 
coast through another season 

“Maid in the Ozarks,” Belasco (C- 
1,077: $3.60). Final and 11th week: 
hillbilly freak goes to Academy of 
Music, Brooklyn, next week: 
dropped to $7,500 

“O Mistress Mone,” Empire (26th 
week (CD-1,082: $4.80'. May take 
more than tew new clicks to taper 
pace off this standout grosser; $24.- 
500 estimated 

“Oklahoma!” St James (187th 
week) (M-1,509: $4.80). Musical sells 


out despite length of stay and replica 
on tour; approaches $31,000 


“State of the Union.” Hudson ‘45th 
week) (CD-1,057: $4.80) Topical] 
comedy one of the strongest hold- 
overs: not far from $25.000. and that 
should be pace indefinitely 

“Swan Seng,” Booth (CD-712: 
$4.20) Final and 20th week: exits 
considerably ir the red aro ! 
$7.000 Ol slight! Y more 

*The Voice of the Turtle.” Morosco 
(129th week) (C-939: $3.60) Get- 
{ing plenty of repeater that 
kind of romantic comedy: $14.000 

for three-person play 

“Three ta Make Ready,” Broad 

urst (29th week) (R-1.160: $4.80) 

hey are payil off the invest« 

id with pace at capacity, revue 

ick through new season over 

1000 

“Voenrs Is My Hew.t.” Shubert (3d 

ek) (M-1,382: $6). Advance sent 
this musical off to strong start but 


both | 


No | 


Frea- | 


| all the papers; 


rep | 
| speare’s 


| Woman Knows” 


Pres- | 
| for 


business dived, last week's takings 
dropping under $18,000 Richard 
Tauber out of show three performe- 
ances. 


REVIVALS 


“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (37th week) 
(M-1,623; $6). Among the strongest 
grossers on the list and may climb 

‘further; again quoted at around 
$41,000 last week 

“The Front Page,’ Royale 3d 
week) (C-1084: $4,20) Looks bet- 
ter than most of the new plays that 
have been prepared so far; rated 
around $16,500. 

“The Red Mill,” 46th Street (47th 
week) (M-1,319; $4.80). Figures dont 
lie and pace of this musical, around 
$29.000, means it is here for some 


time to come. 


Turtle Robust 
$19,300 in Philly: 
ZaSu Blah $7,204 


Philadelphia, Sep. 24. 
With only three of the four regu- 
lar legit houses open last week and 
| one of them housing a flop and the 
other a decidedly specialized attrac- 
| tion, “Voice of the Turtle,” playing 
| its third week at the Locust, really 
|had the gangway and. banged 
through with a robust $19,300 despite 

torrid and unseasonable weather! 
Booking of this de Liagre procuc- 
tion of the John van Druten comedy 
is now officially limited, as previ- 
| Ously indicated, to eight weeks on 
| this visit but show is likely to re- 
turn later in season. Congestion of 
bookings, especially new shows seek- 
ing tryouts here, persuaded manage- 
ment to limit this 


current engege- 

ment to eight weeks. 
“Cordelia,” booked rather sude- 
denly into the Forrest to fill a sinele 
week’s gap there, got lambasted by 


in fact, the local crix 


have seldom been so emphetirc in 
théir thumbs-down. Name of ZaSu 
Pitts helped some, of course. but 


show got only $7,200, and was fortu- 
nate to get that. 

“Bal Negre” (Katherine Dunham), 
decidedly a_ specialized attraction, 
won good-to-fair notices and fol- 
lowed the very promising $7.000 for 
its initial three performances ‘show 
opened Friday, 13th) by an okay 
$18.000 last week, its only full local 
stanza. Big at end of week. 

This week finds the American 
Repertory Theatre already zssured 
of a very big first week (of two) at 
the Shubert. First show, Sh2ke- 
“Henry VIII,” bowed last 
night here (23), with “Whet Every 
preeming here Fri- 


day. Two will alternate thereafter. 


| Big grosses are indicated with $3.90 


top. 

Big attendance is also 
“The Student Prince.” Operetta 
skipped Philly last season but is 
booked at Forrest for three weeks 
this fall, and sale is hale and heerty 
with usual angle that it is alwest 
certain to build steadily after opene- 
ing. No big names in cast but Phillv 
playgoers don’t seem to mind chat if 
it's “The Prince” or “Blossom Time.” 

Third show of week which opened 
last night is new one. Tryout is 
“Mr. Peebles and Mr. Hooker,” dra- 
matic fantasy, which came to Wele- 
nut after three performances in Wil- 


indicated 


mington. There wasn’t much ad- 
vance sale here, as little was knewn 
of show (management kept fantasy 
| angle on the q.t.), and there are no 
big names in cast. It’s in for two 
weeks. 

Nothing is skedded next week, 
with “Park Avenue.” Max Gordon 
musical, at the Shubert. Oct. 7: Mae 
West’s “Come On Up.” Walnut. same 
night: “Sweet Bye and Bye For- 
rest, Oct. 14 (musical tryout) nd 
“Blossom Time,” Shubert, Oct. 2i. 
Late October and early November 
bookings are “Song of Norwav” 
(Forrest, Oct. 28) and “Ballet Thea- 


tre” (Shubert, Nov. 4) 


‘WINDERMERE’ NEAT 276 
IN FINAL FRISCO WEEK 


San Francisco, Sept. 24 

“Lady Windermere’s Far ome- 
pleied a successful four-week en- 
agement at the Curran Sat a\ 
(21) Zusiness for its final ek 

ca strong $27,000 

State of the Union,” with C ad 
Nagel, Irene Hervey and Henry 
O'Neill. opened at the Curran last 

ht (23) 

Hasty Heart,” = starring Eri 
O'’Brien-Moore and Dean Harens 
now in its fifth week at the Geary, 
last week did fair $10.700, estimated. 


‘Sense of the Brave” 
Geary for one 


opens at the 


week Sent ?° 
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doctrine of love, equality and non- 
violence, contrasts with the explo- | a S on roa Wa 
0 owll sive nature of the god of wrath as | 
personified by the elderly Jehovah. | . 
ponies owe The latter, his patience exhausted | Hidden Horizon | thriller, but they fail to score this 
» Be a Woman if You Can’ and "The when the town scorns his command- huberts ¢ \ iation with Albert De | Ume. Agatha Christie's dramatized 
, . *9 . Ts) a _ Shubert in” ASSO o vi ‘ nie ; ° +e 
Park Avenue Land ot Opportunitee” are comedy ment, sends the thood which wipes nimi . Saahuetion. af aedicdratik te thes novel is a tame w hodunit. Maybe it’s 
New Haven, Sept. 19. show-stoppers out the community. els (one scene) by Agatha Christie. & "= |) Decat se taey skimped on the humber 
lox production of musical Un ertunsteiv for a good score, it The cast is uniformly good. Hows | turss Diana Barrymore, Halliwell Mi ned “ | of homicides—there are only two 
\j (ol De) 4 ‘ 7 ‘ 4 : See : . Barts ; Pe : ¥ 4 
eumed , ee ee ee 2 ets little backing from the sole de- rd Smith underplays the God role loy Ann ie ase. Phi - spt None. | one offstage—while Indians” had 
‘ vi ; gu ee : -— < i Ol oy Stace *N (‘ourvi ¥ a . 
b and Arthur as hae pe ‘tury | partment Only acceptal le Volk but still manages to convey an im- | Charles B's Opened at Plym th. N. Y.. | em dropping all over the lot. 
tend WW . ¥ m- ely fat he Krroll from that ‘ngle comes via Martha pression ol elf-nowel! and Inher rD 1: $4.20 top | Albert De Courville’s directional 
; NI D aan ey Ruth Matt 0 shite Stewart, who registers with clarity Cignity. Rhvs Williams has an ace |] ist feadselte M ot B oe yr ideas are too British in at least one 
Chish fed Sreuty — he ind tonal quality, Group singing 18 /io%. ‘feld day in the more flashy |<d Beadsell Cha “M is, | department, Characters order gin 
oe : “i _ her oiegge ‘ -00d Iso femme trio and male Satan role. He makes the Prince of Ml ey rout Kiva Leonard . | fizzes and when served, the drinks 
oe Donald Uensiager; costun rine | quartet Darkn od-natured gent who | Gnristina ¢ Anno look like tried highballs—light amber 
‘ rone . ’ Qi i I Wik! 4 
} “bo directed by Kaufmiut Ai In the matter of casting, when it appalled at the wave of hate mith liquid without ice. And on the 
pichigalipaine: os FB aac liree- | comes to satire, Leonora Con - hp |} sweeping the world. Jeft Morrow as b. m ; | equatorial Nile, too. Perhaps it isn’t 
eh ra n r 7 produc tion supervi l Arthur Maregetson can fling or waita bringes sympathy and unde standing limon Moriyn aig i his fault that Horizon is t alky and 
te . neh Be ni "Sub er. Onene’ ag: | Line across footlights with the best of | , » the Strange: and Tom Coley is} tcay Mostyn Bat ud | cnervating though there were SsOme 
by ’ . New Haven Sept l 1 them Mis Corbs tt too, po Sess fYective " the young preacher. Archie » I ~ ‘ ) = ul ! ' | first-night giggles, but at the wrong 
rm SOP Byron Ru considerable charm, but vOCeaseens Paul Huber scores as a_ fanatical + ane , Win ' |time. Looks like the play didn’t 
ive to . soceue Ray MeDonald not hel trong point And semi- ministe1 ind Arthur Hunnicutt pro- cel ‘ee shane up any too well during prep. 
Ned Scoit sei ina ce gio Stewart , ' r satis- | *." aaa : . 7 than in +} ; 1er ‘ : 
Madge Hennett....0..e+- tha Bt ‘son | spoken delivery is not wholly a vides much needed comedy relief. | teyptian 1 nen Damian Nit | tration; another plas has been 
Osden_ 43 yoy oe igang om Corbett factory in handling the lead of — Dorothy Giichrist provides the love | booked into the same I lymouth next 
Mr aren ort ee Chisholm | musical Margctson, likew ise, _ interest and Randee Sanford is an Same authorship and manag “ment | week and another next month. 
— A Crawel 0'0:60:0606 ¢u mee OM Hert le pears to better advantage in ne cam attractive menace Others in the clicked with “10 Little Indians. i Play isa one-setter, the salon of a 
Reg sie ag Bt sieht ia and oe mi ing chores. Ruth gee a large cast are Charles Keane. lt es -— sidew —— pine Fgyot's principal 
ots Md giles tayn Walb : Mary Wickes tuck thing srover Burgess, and Neil ver with tourists. First act estal- 
, Rs ond Walburn | Frrolle and I > ale 1 Hall. Grover Burgess. an Ne) ; F ~ a = ri 
ggg Be "Malaath cs. 2: ets Wickes away nicely in the “Woman” trio and - aac — tions of them These are spoke ST tans th> situation of two women 
sere, cletty os veeeeHarold Mattox ; 24. 4 ll in straight roles. |“: ss . -j- | (and very well spoken, too!) by |. , yin love with the same fel 
Ted Woolds.......+++++0+ Dorothy Bird {also function well in ; “a Martin Ritt directed with authori- Journeuf. The result is that the ac- | @PParently in ove with the same fel. 
aers. Lae oe pees Ww iNiam Ski yer Raymond Walburn is good for laughs tv. and Frederick Fox's settings are Bourneu . 7 yn 1 cohe ie . The | !ow. who marries Kay, the rich one, 
James Mer “ SHAE Laura Mann jn an absent-minded part, and an- outstanding Klep tion is smooth and co ae , , | though not for her money, it's tep- 
car bo ots: Sarees veseeeees ded Prout oth r Hollywood entry, Jed Prouty, j fact also that the rev adv . tI on |idly claimed. Jacqueline, the other, 
Fred Colemar irginie. Gorski | mal h presence felt. Robert , | in only two acts is an added bless- | is always around no matter where 
Carole Ber nger....+.-.. Virginia Tt & ish Im and Charles Purcell offer Henry Vill ing. An authentic song of the pe- | Simon, the guy involved. and hi 
Hrenda Sto fae egg “a ‘ad support. vocal and straight Princeton, N. J.. Sept. 20 {riod (actually written by une sr bride go. In a temper Jacqueline 
Svendin Stacinmnien mannan Carol Chand Wilson Smith, as an athletic dope ‘ a eee ' tre production | is also cunningly employed by Miss swears she’ll kill Kay and after she 
Livonda F.-Stokes-Follansb Lynn and Virginia Gorski. a pint-size cute | of vival of Wliam = Shakesneaa h | Webster in Act II ibsorbs a flock of double brandies, 
ao. Mecmennet | tos indle bits okay torical play. Stars Kva Le Gallienne, Vi There is pageantry and pomp in | @)s0rb a shooting. Right after thar 
rend yearn “alleen Coffer trex, GaRem age nel yg ae Oo ballets | tor Jory. Walter Hampden, June Dum “Henry VIII” and some resounding | there is a shooting. "6 hoe tae 
Brenda Siuyvesant wien Conman Terps held forth via two ballets | on i aes Richard Waring and Philip | “Henry. her | the bride is found murdered in he 
Brenda Catheart... veeeeeJdune Graham featuring Harold Mattox, Dorothy Bourneuf, Cheryl Walk managing di-| dramatic scenes; some of the other | nabin 
Brenda Cathcart-Carteath... - oo ‘is | B “ 1. William Skipper and Laura : ay marge ‘alkes, | action is a little on the static | “There follows much questioning 
B allt picbe ee phd vo Rr) raeb he B th numbers are well re- hery al . by Dav Ffolk Shakespeare's piece, for the benefit iaatin he the Archdeacon Penny. 
‘ - Ke -err-Kerr.. Judai rtrd \ mn itl ‘ . ; ’ arrar \ I ; Sorel: mus aoe - ‘ | mosth . y, € V- 
i 4 - Oniney Adams. ...,Gloria Anderson ceived. Roy McDonald makes a pers |) nyc’ alt hy At "McCaska thea- | Of the untutored, deals Eo Rgag feather, grizzled cleric who becomes 
Brenda Wright, dr... 5F., pa Git onabie juve and clicks resoundingly | ;; Princeto N. 2 ening Sept. 20. | with gt 4 first a MS | i sort of Scotland Yard inspecto: 
Sore be 16; $8.90 to |; eventual infatuation for Anne, one | a : os lice } ‘ 
— with taps. : ' ; } rolog Philip Bourneut | ee oe ee | While awaiting the police who are 
R ical Staring has carried all of its better San: Bi vio Hi deka Richard Werine | of the ladies of his court, — — coming on a launch. The groom also 
If this new Max Gordon music: ‘gs in the besket of stanza one, Duke of Norfolk. Raymond Greenleat | particularly, his relations with the tries ‘Wile Meuthine hand bot tn 
were in less skilled hands, th: phot offers promise that f0eCS | Lord Abergavenny Robert Rawling | interesting character of Wolsey, | is whom he is to bribe. is shot 
eventual outcome would pe Ccx- ae celia in act two Pace of latter |) Cardin \\ ‘ Walte) — we | whom he made one of the most pow- | “ory be only Poth ~ aa eo 
E a } ri 2 asis on DOSS = . aie a e Cromw ss a | allach | aa ha “Ae . ; ’ and. Scenes | eI ‘ ° . - ” 
tremcly doubtful. with — - the | is spasmodic as a case of hiccups. Brandon Angus Cairns | CTful figures in all Engla hligt f | killer on deck. There is a Viennese 
the negative side. Rg 4 a There's no denying that Max} goo) Guar William’ Windom | between these two are highlights o | dochar. ab Hastie diiattante and as. 
alents i red i ing this opus as ned | > lining of | te ” Jory > play »é “NB ils ’ 
talents involved in piec » to analyze | Gordon hes turned out the lining | of Henry vit ae 3; i t r rt _ the play. os ” to | sorted’ persons who don't seem to 
together may well be able to anal: he let for this one. Two striking | Duke of suffolk Efrem nba = | Visually the production i up to | t one way or another 
r ion’ aj é Ss gely | his Wanleu it . apis ich | Satherine of Aragon....Ey e Gallienne | , ner manevs . yg the s »} coun e wal . ; 
the production's major fault: Pail ets by Donald Oenslager form a rich | o*taer! “Ed Woothead | all expectations though at th rami Diana Barrymore as the scheming 
and apply the proper surseé ot 4 lc background for ultra femme apparel | jp on4 Chambertain. Ernest Truex | time it’s not too heavy or cum e | Jacqueline and Malliwell Hobbes, as 
ing in this, “Park Avenue” will prob- Dac! by lasses who know how to| Lord sands .......000 lohn Becher | some, which is necessary for rep- | 4: erchdeacon, are the principal fea- 
ably remain just another street in elo 4 wee principals on down | Sir Thomas Lovell rieenene x a, ~— |ertory purposes. As this reviewer re- be erc + rhage © thal is attractive 
: ; ° “y : gae , Sir rry Guildford. ....... thur Keegan he fogs bet a vn a ures SS { S ¢ ‘ 
anhattan city directory. In any | mod “pete one. on satry Guild ‘June Dupres | Calls, the last revival seen here- ae mi’ Mien shale. 
sas ene will find somethin: it’s top fashion finery. ” he 7 n sd Ange te | Ht a Beerbohm Tree's, 27 years | but somewhat listless as a a 
ev : 7 ; —— {First Chronicles Philip Be ‘ Fe init 5, < ye . : : tes a rod. obbes 
yah : re a : ; parting FR ; pti " or gy a6 eg fing woman who totes ¢ 
to interest it here. Second Chronicles Kugene Stuckmann | ago, with Lynn Harding as the King | e # ; ts 
Although this show is billed as a Mr. Peebles and | Sir Nicholas Vaux oy vie |—fell far below the current one p BI ir Da ie at oe hag tig P 
se - eagliaets ie . » nie - Cardinal Campeius John Straub } Epa : Bh es ; on > and all- air avies oesn see ave 
m''sical comedy, actually it is a play Mr. Hooker An Old Lady Carroll McComas | Pace, entertainment value an | sioneidie dite tia Tae es teas maa too 
aasihi sic, and the “play” angle i : - 20 Griffith Donald Keyes | around theatrical effectiveness. z 3 er : rs is better 
tea ge on tial yugh to sust un the Wilmington, Del., Sept. 20. Lady in Waiting to Katherine..Ruth Neal Waters. fight over. David Manners Is a te 
not substantia — rs FT ieee Utilizine iT ’ Ni Hyman production of dram | Garter ix ne of Arms -Angus Cairns | ™ - las a rich young Londoner traveling 
balance of the production. Uti and | in thee nets (seven scenes) by Edward E Earl of Surrey... William Windom | Hong , ‘incog. Joy Ann Page, stepdaughter 
only two settings, one per act, and Paramore, dr. based on novel by Charles | qrchhicshan oe a interbury.. Theodore Tenley | fhe Duchess of Malfi awe a sroducer Jack L. Warner, 
inus the traditional chorus line, ‘ ~ Martin Ritt: settin Patier Marion Evenson | lof tilm produc 4 
a r fold ‘camara on the inti- | }).\ ick Fon” At Playhouse, Wilmington, A Messenge: Robert Rawlings | Providence, Sept. 20. | makes her debut fairly well +" 
“tv “4 SS > c X ' i rich o ss . S . . " r 2 ° , a 
— yr rage fact that was a !ctdown | pel, Sept 20-21, “AG; $2.40 top. | , , | Capucius Seeee Tee) boul Colmnes production of W. H. Auden | Von Zerneck, who is now in the film 
mate scale. a ac a VaS a 2 ata | tla: tuts ; ele Charles Kean Duchess of Norfolk .Marv Alice Moore | und Merthel4 Brecht edncietion ; lram« | “Notorious,” plays the medico 
to a number of playgoers anticipating rom ccoesees FD Q0GGY Rose! Ladies af the Court Crowd Ladies to I hy John Webster in three acts. Stara Eliza ‘ 7 lbee. 
sometiing of a more elaborate Brother Alf Leland -Paul Huber Kathe rin Cavada Humphre Ann Jack- beth Bergner. Staged b Georre Ryland | = eae 
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hurd'e facing sponsors. Taking the oe m, sich ...Dorothy Gilchrist | —— — — John ect’ tae _ White execuled Is Mine Karinska) Kdwin Lester production of operetia in 
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theme of easy divorce and coinpli- errr rer ce Van i “rer } nice 2 Robert Leser. Mark Mc Opened at grettey Hitan theatre, Providence, iwo acts (eight scenes) — a 
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their satire less — ing re A, MURR cn caccuncésicsverds Jeff Morrow | Jory as King Henry. Both of them DNR ira Seiukedi naa dae cars Soaks, ti eseeeresBaye C anor 
i Ww G i “J . . > . "*h: » Cc t Hiam Layton Cone ee Jack Gow 
various Hollywood characters an 0 | | give fine accounts of themselves. Chaplain te Cardinal Wi Oe ieee aids Seated PER ALES 
os ee * . , . . " e . el eran Rohe » . a Bliss 
modern advertising promotion draw As religious drama this is a laud- | Hampden, of course, has long known Metmen. «Walter Pet< — 3 wert Pike, | usetta..... reer ose meetene, Site 
hearty response. Dialog, per se, is able effort but as theatrical fare it) how to ‘find his way around in| pico... ee me Rebert Pike, The Great Alvarnde. veeeeeesSOhn ‘Tyers 
; i i : ‘ 5 j tes e Cres ATAGO....cceees . 
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“ Pe acca Ale tee? — s os , - € MOOSE s603-5594 pares 
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THEATRICAL FABRICS nent. i rj > > Shak made from stage that the role would | James Andrews, George Dempsey. © au ax 
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DRAPERIES “felt the call to preach,” but who ‘other directress and one of its in-'Dare was later given as Lee's failure lert Searles, Harvey Shahan Ray Smith, 
is coveted by the wife of the town’s | spirational fonts, Eva Le Gallienne, |to play the part and he was expect- eae, Bg gly a Barbara 
\leading i _ : : : “tj imcing yrs . ; “lore 
STAGE CURTAINS® leading industrialist. _The first act | goes nicely by the comparatively un- €d to open in the part in Boston | maiten tel Baugher, Donna Biroc, Flor 
: , has scenes of dramatic fire but the | important role of Katherine of Ara-| Despite the difficulties, seasoned lence feen@ans, aan Siarie Caples, Kail 
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for leading Broadway productions be the big climax—the meeting be- 
and Hollywood studios. 









tween God and Satan. Failing to 
carry the desired punch, the play 
from this scene on loses much of 
the symbolism which heightened in- 
terest in the earlier scenes, 

The character of the Stranger— 
readily identified as Christ—is well 
presented. Making only two appear- 
_ances, the Nazarene, preaching the 


THE AMVETS GUIDON, Aug. 28 
AROUND THE TOWN, by Norman Stocker 


“Nugent Dees It Again: 


“ft have always said that actors are born 
clearly demonstrated last week at the Greenw 
gent stepped on the boards of this traditional 
season and again turned the current play, ‘January Thaw,’ into a one-man 
show. This venerable gentleman of the theatre coasted through his comedy 
role as though he were equipped with roller skates and the result was that 
the younger and less experienced members of this company looked about 
one hundred percent better than they have at any time during the season. 
The pacing of the show was very near perfection, thanks to J. C., and the 
audience reaction was, In result, one of true spontaneous response. The 
laughter and applause were genuine and not sympathetic. ... So to you, J. C. 
Nugent, I say you did it again and you helped thirteen other hard working 
people provide the best show of the current season. Portland welcomes 
you back.” 


Permanent Address: LAMBS CLUB 
130 West 44th Street, New York 
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and not made and this was 
ood Playhouse when J. C. Nu- 
theatre for the first time this 











| who will have her 
company’s second offering. 
| Every Woman Knows,” 
; next week, handles 


big chance in the 
“What 
in Philly 
herself credit- 


| ably as the tragic Anne Boleyn. 
| Ernest Truex — who gets his big 
| chance in the Repertory Theatre’s 
fourth play, “Androcles and the 


Lion”—does his bit here as the Lord 
| Chamberlain. Richard Waring is the 
| Duke of Buckingham. 
| The other sta-red member 
Outfit, Philip Bourneuf, has two 
| roles, and around them hang one 
|of the important news features of 
| this revival. “Henry VIII” has al- 

Ways been regarded as sprawling 
_and episodic, almost as if the author 
| hadn’t quite finished it. 


of the 


;ance to a very very small audience 
‘in the 3,200-seater. Plot deals with 
ithe Duchess of Malfi (Bergner), a 
widow, who secretly weds her stew- 
ard of the household (Connor) with- 
|out benefit of clergy and in defiance 
(of her brothers’ wishes, Ferdinand 
|(Eccles) and the Cardinal (Carra- 
'dine). She bears him three children 
and when the brothers finally hear 
of it they, with the help of DeBosola 
| (Rylands), set about to exterminate 
the lover, the children. the Duchess, 
her maid, and eventually themselves, 
bringing the count of killings to 
nine, not counting the unborn child 
|the maid claimed she carried in an 
|effort to escape death. A bit on the 


or else that morbid side though the audience 
| he might be pulling his punches be- found it fairly hard to keep a 
; cause his own ruler, Queen Eliza- | straight face when three of the 
| beth, was Henry’s daughter (she princivals spend a considerable time 
| doesn’t appear in this play, by the in dying after being stabbed. 
| way). Also, it has long been known} Very pleasing performance is giv- 
| 


that the Bard went to Hollinshead’s 
| Chronicles (contemporary historical 
| piece) for his material. Accordingly, 
Miss Webster has also gone to Hol- 
linshead (acknowledging same in 
program) and has bridged and 
' pieced the scenes together with por- 


‘en by Connor and Rylands, with 
|Miss Bergner, and Carradine giving 
|their usually competent readings, 
Eccles was a bit too hurried in his 
lines and was difficult to follow when 
caught. Scenery, lighting and cos- 


tle 
liott, Mitzi Garber, Irene Hall. an rm 
con, Joan Larkin, Betty Orth, 
Sims, Betty Slade, Maria Tawee! 





Edwin Lester, Coast producer who 
rang the bell resonantly with ‘One 
of Norway” and had a hand in resus- 
citating the Coast version of the yé “f 
teryear Montgomery and Stone — 
rer, “The Red Mill,” — Rar 
Broadway jackpots with his lk - 
entrant, “Gypsy Lady.” Latter cv 
also spawned on the Coast. arty 
the fine production, it can hope I¢ 
only a moderate run, if that. ina 

“Lady” comprises a merger of ae 
scores from Victor Herbert's “7 < 
Fortune Teller” and “The Serenade , 
a happy choice melodically, at a 
compared to the dull and drags) 
libretto of Henry Myers. Of course. 
there had to be a switch in dialog = 
project the Herbert standbys — 
what eventuated fails to hold inte! 
est and merely serves as a stopgap 
for the tunes. First nighters prac- 
tically cheered the latter anda. 
strangely enough, oldies such as Me 
Love You, I Adore You” (from pine 
Serenade”), “Romany Life an 





tumes are all commendable. Malo. 





(Continued on page 61) 
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Authors’ League of 


Subcommittee to Report on AAA Plan 


The heavy cannonading on 
Jiterary front, which was touched off 
yore than a week ago by the out- 
preak of factional warfare in the 


Authors’ League of America over | 
James M. Cain’s plan for an Ameri- | 
can Authors Authority, has tempo-| 


varily subsided into an in-between 
pattle lull. 
the verbal barricades last week 
when the executive council of the 
Authors’ League voted to defer ac- 
tion until a subcommittee brings in 


its report and recommendations after | 


exhaustive study of the AAA. 


Decision to cool off the hot potato 
was taken at last Wednesday’s (18) 
meeting after William Pomerance, 
executive secretary of the Screen 
Writers’ Guild, which is sponsoring 
the Cain plan, made a 15-minute 
bid for support from the 26 mem- 
bers of the council who were pres- 
ent. Unprepared to take a stand on 
the complex legal and _ financial 
angles involved in the AAA, the 
council set up the special committee 
consisting of Elmer Rice, Authors’ 
League prexy; Richard Rodgers, 
president of the Dramatists Guild; 
Christopher LaFarge, president of 


the Authors Guild; Peter Lyon, vee- | 


pee of the Radio Writers Guild; and 
Mare Connolly, representing the 
Screen Writers Guild. 


Meanwhile, Rene L. Kuhn, who 
was invited by Rice to attend the 
couneil meeting as spokesman for 
the anti-AAA faction organized into 
the American Writers Association, 
decided to boycott the proceedings 
because she was refused permission 
to be accompanied by her counsel, 
Louis Waldman. In lieu of attend- 
ing, the AWA released an eight- 
point blast against the Cain plan re- 
peating their charges that it would 
destroy literary freedom, lead to 
regimentation, and violate state laws. 

Outlook for ultimate adoption of 
the AAA by the council of the 
Authors’ League seemed dimmer 
after last week's session. Rice, after 
ehiding the AWA for raising the 
red-bogey scare, declared in an in- 
terview that “in my opinion, it is 
extremely unlikely that the League 
or any of its Guilds, which have 
always been vigilant in protecting 
the freedom of writers, will adopt 
any plan which would entail a sur- 
render by authors of their copy- 
rights, or the setting up of any ad- 
ministrative official or board who 
woukd have arbitrary or dictatorial 
powers, or that would tend to place 
any restrictions upon freedom of 
thought or of expression, or create 
& monopolistic control that would 
deprive any author of his means of 
livelihood.” 

Russell Crouse, in a statement to 
Vantety, declared: “In my estimation 
it will take a very long time before 
the AAA plan can be made effective. 
There are some things in the plan 
with which I disagree but I cannot 
see where any political questions 
can be implicated in the issue. The 
sole question before the Authors’ 
League is the plan’s effect upon 
strengthening the status of writers. 
As for the American Writers Asso- 
ciation, the simple thing for them to 
have done was to have gone to the 
Authors’ League and placed their 
Objections before the body.” 

Although no final date has been 
get for the subcommittee to issue its 
findings, an interim report will be 
delivered at the next council] meet- 
ing of the Authors’ League sched- 
uled in October. Meanwhile, the 
AWA, operating out of headquarters 
in the Devon hotel, N. Y., continued 
to push its campaign to enlist 
authors in the fight against the AAA. 
During the week, additional support 
for the group was received from 
Derothy Thompson, James Truslow 
Adams, Earl Sparling, Rex Beach, 
Dale Carnegie, Morrie Ryskind, Wil- 
liam L. White and Lin YuTang. 
John Erskine heads the outfit. 





UN Werld’s 150,000-Copy '47 Preem 
Newest entrant into the newsmag- 
@zine field will make its appearance 
& netime in late February or early 
March of 1947. Bankrolled by Jock 
Whitney, Jr., Nelson Rockefeller, 
and Michael Straight ‘latter’s family 
connected with the New Republic) 
P-oposed weekly has as its working 
title UN World. Although it has sev- 
eral ex-New Republic staffers for its 
Masthead, mag will not be a do- 
800d sheet, according to its editors, 
but a straight commercial venture. 
Company is incorporated as United 
Nations World Publishing Corp. 
Format, currently being worked 
Over, new calls for a 64-page slick- 
Paper book to sell at around 20 cents. 


the + 
! . . 
| Periodical 
|news, and will place heavy emphasis | __ cul 
lon art. Heading early organization | Ziff-Davis Publishing Co. now has 
| William B. Ziff as chairman of the 


Both sides climbed off | 


Am. Designates 


| 





will have only world | 


are William Patterson, ex-Hearstling 
and press-service man who co-pro- 
duced “True Glory” in Hollywood: 
former 
Ascoli; and Dolivet, 


Louis who } 


lowing several years as a professor | 
of political science. 

Ambitious plans in the hopper | 
|have set mag’s first run at 150,000 | 
copies, plus five overseas editions | 
scheduled for later appearance. 
Overseas issues are tentatively | 
planned for England, France, Scan- 
dinavian countries, China, and a gen- 
eral Spanish-language edition for | 
Spain and Latin-America. One exec | 
said if plans were successful there | 
would be between 19 and 25 over- | 
seas editions in a few years. 

While sheet’s editorial policy will 
take a liberal slant, it’s intended for | 
| Straight news-review presentation. 
Staff at present is composed largely 
of vets. There has been no managing | 








with several men. 





| Bob Hepe’s Book Setup 


The Hollywood capital-gains de- | 


, vice has entered book publishing, ac- 
cording to the deal the Hope Enter- 
prises has made with Simon & 
iSchuster for publication of Bob 
Hope’s “So This Is Peace.” It’s a se- 
quel to Hope’s “I Never Left Home,” 
which sold 1,500,000 copies, proceeds 
to the war relief agencies. This one. 
however, is a_ profit proposition, 
hence the comedian’s own corpora- 
tion is publishing, exploiting, etc., 
with S&S as selling agents, which 
arrangement permits Hope to exer- 


| Norton; Ken B. McCormick, editor- | +o 
| in-chief, 
| nor, 
Milton Runyon, ad director, Double- | 
| day; 
Simon 
Sloane, of William Sloane Asso- | 
| Clates. : 


New Republic editor Max | former post as prexy. 


founded and edited Free World fol- | Berner is 


itor, Herbert J. Morganroth, produc- 
tion director, and Harry G. Strong, 
circulation director. 


{one-third with Jim 


editor set, but negotiations are on | 4 ; : s 
| until spring via Simon & Schuster 


| Mirror 


| Christmas holidays. 





cise a capital gain. 

Comedian is slated to appear at 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune authors 
luncheon Oct. 22 and also on the 
radio program, “Author Meets 
Critics,” around the same time, which 
will coincide with publication of 
“So This Is Peace.” Book has been 
edited by ex-J. Walter Thompson 
radio scripter, Carroll Carroll, who 
likewise assisted Hope on “Never 
Left Home.” This time Carroll will 
share 25% in the new “Peace” book. 





Skelsky’s Guesters 
During his eastern vacation Sid- 
ney Skolsky has aligned 22 guest 
columnists, all name byliners, who 
are writing about Hollywood. 
This is a switch on the usual Hol- 
lywood eelebs, most of whom have | 


/under pseudo bylines. Instead, Dud- 

ley Nichols, Gene Fowler, Claude 
Binyon, Stephen Longstreet, James 
R. Cain, Sam Spewack, Mary Mc- 
Call, Jr.. Gordon Kahn and others 
of that calibre are doing the guest 
cols. 





Geo. H. Lyen Jeins Pan-Air 

George H. Lyon, former assistant 
to Elmer Davis at the OWI, joined 
Pan-American World Airways, Mon- 
day (23) as a publicity and exploita- 
tion exec in its Atlantic division. 
He'll headquarter at LaGuardia 
Field, N. Y. 

While with the OWI, Lyon served 
as Davis’ personal rep at Gen. Eisen- 
hower’s headquarters and prior to 
that was assistant managing editor 
of PM. 





Rebnett vs. Dutten Libel Up 

A third attempt to try the suit in 
which George W. Robnett, exec séc- 
retary of the Church League of 
America, is seeking $100,000 libel 
damages from E. P. Dutton, publish- 
ers, was begun last week in Chi- 
eago’s Federal district court. 

Robnett is suing for alleged libel- 
ous statements made in the book, 
“Under Cover,” authored by Arthur 
Derounian, whose pen name is John 
Roy Carlson. 


stand-ins or ghosts turning out stuff 








N. ¥. U. Course on Boek Publishing | 
A course on “The Practice of 
Book Publishing,” with heads of the | 
publishing industry appearing as | 
guest lectures, will open at New 
| York University’s evening division 
of general education in October | 

Speakers include Joseph A. | 
| Brandt, president, Henry Holt & Co.; 
| Bennett Cerf, president, Random | 
|House: Alan Green, of Green- | 
| Brodie; Meiric Dutton, formerly of | 
|the War Production Board; Hugh J. | 
Kelly, veepee, McGraw-Hill; J. K. | 
| Lasser; Albert R. Leventhal, veepee, | 
{Simon & Schuster; Freeman ad 





,executive veepee, Pocket Books; 
‘Storer B,. Lunt, president, W. W. 


‘ t } 





Doubleday; John O'Con- | 
president, Grosset & Dunlap; | 


Leon Shimkin, exec veepee, | SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


& Schuster; and William | 4444444444444 ¢+¢ By Frank Scully 





Mammy, Fla., Sept. 22. 





Dear Mr. Jolson: 

Ziff-Davis Shifts | 
Shuffle in executive personnel of And you ain't heard nuthin’ yet either! When the notices come tum- 
bling in from all parts of the world, hailing “The Jolson Story” as the 


greatest picture since Fred Ott first mugged before a camera for Thomas 


board and publisher while B. G.| Edison back in 1888, you’re going to feel young enough to wish you could 
Davis, ex-veepee, moves into Ziff’s| again run away from as happy and as holy a cantor’s home as I have ever 
seen on the screen, so you could join Steve Martin in burlesque all over 

Among other changes: George} again. 


advertising director, 


> : You're going to cry, too, because the Dockstader minstrels, the wan- 
Michael H. Froelich, editorial direc- 


dering around Louisiana for a way to merge jazz with lullabies, the Win- 
ter Garden shows, the Sunday night concerts, the Warner pictures, the 
married life in the country, the camp tours will never be yours again. 
But you're going to be happy, too, as you are when you are singing “April 

Showers,” for you have here the picture everybody has been waiting 50 
Fibber & Molly Book 


vears for. 
“The McGees of Wistful Vista” S| You're formidable. Parks is epatant. Skolsky is terrifique. Bill 
ie tenutive tithe of the Sctionizes | Demarest is magnifique. Evelyn Keyes is exrquise. Scotty Beckett char- 
novel Don Quinn is working on for | mont, Ludwig Bonath sublime, Tamara Shayne, adorable, and the Tech- 


Simon & Schuster publication. It| jioier la plus belle du monde. 


é ibber | 
will be developed around the Fibber | & Meee Bens Oct of Fete 


McGee & Molly characters, which | 
radio show Quinn authors and owns| I have to use French for your performances, because under OPA regu- 
and Marion | lations I am allowed to praise only three pictures a year and, dope that 
Jordan, who play Fibber & Molly I am, I shot my superlatives on some super-wonder mediocrities in the 
——— past and now have to go into the black market for top quality adjectives 
CHATTER to describe “The Jolson Story.” 
Chick Sale’s son, Dick, completed 
a novel, “Benefit Peformance.” 
Winchell’s book publication 


What to me is the greatest thing about the picture is how two artists 
| like you and Parks could merge and fuse your personalities and talents 
off | and thus create something which is neither Parks nor Jolson but a new 
| wunderkind destined to be the marvel of the atomic era. This isn't 
dubbing. Something new has been added. Your years and Parks’ 30 
drama editor, gandering | really mean you have four generations of know-how behind you. Well, 
Hollywood studios. years of experience poured into one magnificent Sonny Boy is what you 
The Stuart Cloetes may journey | have in “The Jolson Story.” 
to his South African farm for the! As heartwarming as is the way you and Parks get away with merger 
|in a world where everybody is at everybody else’s throat, I think the 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce to publish | transition of the Mouse from a chatterer to a top-producer in one picture 
heavyweight champ Joe Louis’ auto- | js even a greater thriller-diller. I know how he trekked around with that 
biography in January. story for years and how Warners couldn't see your own life-story as a 
N. Y. Times drama ed Lewis | picture. 
Funke has article on I. J. Fox in| [| know, too, of the years the story spent chugging its way threugh the 
current Liberty mag. | Columbia mill. Though Stephen Longstreet, Harry Chandler and Andrew 
Sam Terry, owner of Oxford | Solt are the only writers listed, I guess half the scripticians in town had 
Press, is expanding his activities in- | their hands on it at some time or other. I know Sidney Buchman worked 
to the book publishing field. plenty on it. 
Random House to publish Eugene | 


O'Neill's “The Iceman Cometh” Oct. | But it was the old Mouse who stayed with it from beginning to end, and 
9, day of play’s N. Y. premiere. | he who invented the word Oscar for an Academy Award is just about 

Charles Jackson's “The Fall of| ready to pocket one himself. I don’t know how you and Parks will divide 
Valor getting a first print order of | yours. Maybe you'd better split Skolsky between you. If anything spills 
an ao me He authored | over, I'll take it. It probably will be the second serial rights to his own 
“Los eeken ; tintype. 

Bill Targ, World Pub. editor, | Of course, I know in a literal, biographical sense, it is not the story of 
writing a weekly book column for) Cantor Yoelson’s little boy Asa. No girl named Julie Benson ever played 
the new Cleveland News Book Sup-!| in “Show Girl” for J. P. McEvoy or Florenz Ziegfeld, and certainly no gal 
plement, titled “Manhattan Letter.” | ,2med Julie Benson ever was married to you. 

_ Deemed daring for Cosmopolitan | “There is nothing in the picture either of the Al-Harry Jolson feud, 
is its serialization of “Gentleman's! nothing of the Goldman-Sachs collapse, nothing of the Hillcrest Wailing 
Agreement,” by Laura Z. Hooson,| wall, nothing of racetracks, nothing of Jolson subbing for Jessel in “The 
treating With» anti-Semitism in the! Jazz Singer,” nothing at all of “Sonny Boy.” Some of the stuff couldn't 
U. S. and which Simon & Schuster | pe cleared, some of it maybe couldn't get by the Johnston office. But 
will publish in book form. Title has | there’s plenty of Yoelson and Jolson even so. 

reference to the chi-chi clubs’ and| Oddly, there isn’t a moment when the picture drags as leng as your 
hotels’ “gentlemen’s agreement” on | yeice comes over the sound track. As long as you're in love with singing 
restricting their clientele and mem-| and an audience, the love-interest is sweeter than haute sauterne. But 
berships. | when you bring in a dame, even such a beautiful and talented dame as 


| Evelyn Keyes, the picture drops to.the level of being merely tremendous. 
’ 
| Plays on B’way 


You know, Mr. Jolson, if you had sung all through that picture, if you 
Continued from page 66 ——' 


Reginald Whitley, London Daily 


An Oscar for Oscar? 














had never taken a two-year layoff and made San Fernando Valley your 
home, if you had only become a canyon crooner for a “vacation,” I don't 
think another picture would ever top “The Jolson Story.” There just 
simply is not enough singing. Sixteen songs! What's 16? Sweet, sure, 
Gypsy Lady but only the beginning! 
“Gypsy Love Song” (both in orig- 
inal Harry B. Smith lyrics, from 
“Fortune Teller”) drew the top re- 
sponse over those with interpolated 
lyrics by Robert Wright and George 
Forrest. Not that the latter didn’t 
brighten up several numbers with 
slick rhymstering; it’s just that the 
nostalgic tunes paid off in spades. 

Romany motif of “Fortune Teller” 
is partially sustained through spot- 
ting Helena Bliss, who previously 
made the grade in “Norway,” as the 
nomadic Musetta, gypsy gal with a 
yen for the better things in life. 
From here it excursions into the 
“Pygmalion” idiom, when the Great 
Alvarado (John Tyers), lady-killer 
mountebank, is rejected by the Mar- 
quise (Doreen Wilson) and, for re- 
venge, conspires with Boris (Melville 
Cooper), self-appointed king of the 
gypsies, to transform Musetta into a 
glamcr girl. Idea behind the latter is 
to snare ir marriage the young Mar- 
quis (Gilbert Russell) as payoff on 
snub by latter’s sister. But it never 
comes off. She goes back to her 
gypsy lover, Sandor (George Brit- 
ton). 

Miss Bliss turns in a good job, both 
melodicaliv and histrionically, espe- 
cially in “Romany Life” and “Spring- 
tide” duet with Russell. Josenh Mac- 
aulay enlivens matters with ‘Piff “I thought it was magnificent. 
Paff,” worked up for neat comedy} every once in a while?” 
with aid of Tyers, Jack Goode, Rus-| “A)}’s asthma,” I said. 
sell and Miss Wilson. Britton scores | “Asthma?” he echoed. 


pea - nr Gal Uiensioolt her be Then we both laughed and slapped each other on the back and went out 
his inning with some ballet. Cooper into the streets, uplifted and not doped for a novelty. 
Cue: “You Made Me Love You!” 


provides the major portion of com- | 
edy as the gypsy king. Others turn- 1 hope you haven't minded my calling you Mr. Jolson, Al. 
can see that familiarity breeds content. 


Who Keeps Bad Notices? 


Ineidentally, who sang for Scotty Beckett when he played you as a kid 
in Baltimore playing hookey from synagog? You didn’t dub that toe, did 
you, Mr. Jolson? And all those hick towns you toured in vaudeville, were 
they really in your playing time? Or are they towns where Sid Skolsky's 
column syndicates? Did he want to give some rag besides VARIETY a plug 
for a change? And didn’t we ever give you a bad notice? Seems to me 
I remember you beefing about some. 

Was that true, that scene where you as a kid find your voice is changing 
and can’t sing, so you switch to whistling? Whether it was er not, it was 
smart showmanship. When you wanted to sing again and Bill Demarest 
wouldn’t let you and you started humming to try out your voice and he 
says “Stop arguing!” a kid next to me bellylaughed right through the next 
scene. 

On another occasion, when they put in the first VARiety insert, | heard 
him say, “Gee, VARIETY was only 10c. then.” And, finally, when you were 
dining with your father and mother at yeur San Fernando home he 
cracked, “The cantor is dining without his hat.” I ceuld have smacked the 
little kibitzer for noticing things like that, knowing it was dene on purpose 
to show the cantor was being absorbed by show biz. 

When the lights went on I observed he was my ewn Sonny Bey. I asked 
him how he got in? He grinned. ‘(Gate-ecrashers, like reporters, do not 
have to divulge this sort of information.) I asked him how he liked it. 
“You know,” he said, “I hate musicals, but I loved every bit of that picture. 
I thought the coloring and singing in the synagog was beautiful and when 
little Jolson got sentenced to the choir of St. Mary’s Home For Boys in 
Washington for running away from Baltimore, and had to sing ‘Ave 
Maria,’ I laughed and cried at the same time. Does he do that to every- 
body?” 

“You liked it?” I asked. 





But what was that rasping sound I heard 


With you I 


ing in neat jobs are Clarence Der- ‘eager 
But you see except for the back 


went, Patricia Simms and Edmund 


Dorasav. of your head at fights, and recently hearing you over the transom singing 
Choral arrangements and 

numbers are nicely paced, with | ings, I have never met you as a phrase goes. 

femme ensemble lookers nicely In an age of sound-films, television, radar, telephones, even cables and 


shown off by Miles White’s costum- 


anger ‘ letters, I thing it's sort of silly to hold down friendship to a handshake 
ing. Lads have nifty singing vcices. ? 


which blend Bicel as a basic requirements of “knowing” or “meeting” somebody. But since 
- ter has poem LP nothing in giv-| ‘t 4S, 1 can’t say I've met you. But I've heard your heart tick all through 
ing operetta lavish production. And | “The Jolson Story” and, brother, from here out I'm calling you brother! 


dane | your head off in the recording room of Columbia, even on Sunday morn- 
| 
! 
! 


Wrizht and Forrest have done 2 sood Faithfully, 
job of direction. Edba. 


Frank Scully 


———s = “7 "et aoe ewe nwewen ne eee 
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OBITUARIES 


JULES RAIMU 

Jules Raimu, 63, one of France’s 
leading stage comedians and film 
stars, died after a heart attack in 
Paris, Sept 

His family name was Jules Mu- 
raire, but friends and admirers had 
only known him by the single name, 
Raimu 

He made his reputation as the 
principal comedian in the troupe of 
Theatre de Paris and later became 
the leading fantaisiste of the Paris 
stage. He starred in comedies by 
Robert de Flers and Caillavet and 
Jater in plays by Flers and Fran- 
cois de Croiset. 

Raimu became famous as a screen 
star in Marcel Pagnol’s productions 
“Marius” and “Caesar,” which 
brought him international acclaim. 

Although he had been a renowned 
comedian of the French stage for 
more than three decades and had 
appeared in more than 50 motion 
pictures, his great talent went large- 
ly unrecognized in this country until 
the release in 1940 of “The Baker's 
Wife,” which was widely distributed 
and established him as a great artist. 

Raimu had often been compared 
to Charlie Chaplin, but his range as 
an actor was much more versatile. 
For a while he had a delightfully 
droll comic style; he also could play 
straight dramatic roles with equal 
authority. 

Born in France, he matriculated 
for stage career via small travelling 
companies until 22 when he went 
to Paris and made his first big suc- 
cess in “A Man in a Dress Suit,” 
done in this country later by the 
late Henry Miller at the Henry Mil- 
ler theatre, N.Y. Other successes 
followed. He was a popular favorite 
at the Folies Bergere for many 
years. He entered films in 1929, ap- 
pearing in “The Little Chocolate 
Girl” and “Black and White.” His 
last was “The Well-Digger’s Wife.” 


20 





ADAM KESSEL 


Adam Kessel, 80, pioneer motion 
picture producer, who is credited 
with inducing Charlie Chaplin to 
leave the stage for the screen, died 
at his home in Keeseville, N. Y., 
Sept. 21. 

When a youth he and his brother, 
Charles, printed and distributed a 
pictorial weekly ala Police Gazette 
called Sporting Gazette, which cov- 
ered same fields as the former. They 
later cleaned up as bookmakers at 
race tracks until the then Gov. 
Charles Evans Hughes legislated the 
legitimate bookies out of business. 

Films were then in the nickel- 
odeon stage. With a partner, C. O. 
Bauman, they entered the exhibition 
biz, and formed the N.Y. Motion 
Picture Corp., which became the 


Way,” “The Sweetest Girl 
World,” “Louisiana Lou,” 
Showers.” “Business Before Pleas- 
ure,” “The Dreamer” and “The 
Wooden Soldier.” In addition, he 
made several vaudeville tours in 
“Toplitsky or the End of the World,” 
which he had also done in the 
“Wine, Women and Song” show. 

Moving to Hollywood in 1924, Carr 
made numerous pictures, including 
“Partners Again,” “The Beautiful 
Cheat.” “The End of the World,” 
“Out All Night” and “I Hate Wo- 
men.” 


in the 
“April 





WILLIAM DRAKE 

William Drake, 81, scenic designer 
in Canada for the past 50 years, died 
in Toronto, Sept. 16. For the past 
seven years he supervised the set 
designs during summer theatre sea- 
sons at the Royal Alexandra, and 
was widely known for his 350-foot 
stage backgrounds for the Canadian 
National Exhibition annual pageants, 
terminated since 1939 because of the 
war, 
Born in England, where he re- 
ceived his training, Drake went to 
Canada at the turn of the century 
and was scenic artist in Toronto and 
Montreal. 

Survived by a son and daughter. 





PAGE SPENCER 

Page Spencer, 67, retired legit ac- 
tor, died in New York, Sept. 17. He 
had been a guest of the Actors Fund 
home, with Fund also providing 
burial. 

Born in California, Spencer made 
his stage debut in 1907 with the late 
David Higgins in the latter’s produc- 
tion of “His Last Dollar.” He later 
appeared in vaude in a series of 
sketches with Mr. and Mrs. Sidney 
Drew and subsequently in “It Pays 
to Advertise,” “Keep Her Smiling” 
and “Up in the Clouds.” His last 
stage appearance was on Broadway 
last year in “Signature.” 





OLIVER A. KIHCHEL 

Oliver A. Kihchel, 58, veteran 
Pittsburgh district exhibitor, died at 
his home in Jeannette, Pa., last week 
from the effects of a stroke. He 
owned the Princess theatre in Jean- 
nette and had been in the film busi- 
ness ever since 1910. He was born 
in Pittsburgh on the site of what is 
now the Monogram exchange build- 
ing. 

In addition to widow, two sons, 
Oliver, Jr., and Burt, survive. They 
will continue to run the Princess. 





HARRY H. REINHART 
Harry H. Reinhart, 54, Canton, O., 
theatre owner, died Sept. 19 in that 
city. 











parent company of Reliance, Kay- 
Bee (Kessel & Bauman), Bison, Bi- 
son-101 and Keystone film produc- 
ing units. 

In 1913 Kessel saw Chaplin in 
vaudeville in Fred Karno’s skit, “A 
Night in an English Music Hall,” 
fancied him a movie prospect and 
sent him to the Keystone unit di- 
rected by Mack Sennett. 

Chaplin, who then reputedly nursed 
serious dramatic ambitions, dis- 
trusted the new medium, hesitated 
to leave the stage for pictures, but 
he had only been making $60 a week 
in vaudeville and a year’s guarantee 
at $150 a week won him over. Chap- 
lin spent a year with Keystone, 
making 30 or more pictures such as 
“The Star Boarder” and “The Bag- 
gage Smasher,” and then went to 
Essenay at $1,250 a week. ; 

The Kessel brothers sold their 
Keystone interests to Triangle Film 
Corp. in 1917. They had several later 
ventures, but in late years were not 
connected with the film mdustry. 

Survived by two brothers and two 
sisters. 





— 


ALEXANDER CARR 


Alexander Carr, 68, stage and 
screen actor who achieved his 
greatest fame as Perlmutter in 


“Potash and Perlmutter,” died Sept. 
19 in Hollywood. 

Born in Russia, Carr came to the 
U.S. as a child and broke into the 
show biz as a circus clown before 
going on the stage, in a St. Paul 
music hall. After stock performances 
in Louisville, Nashville and Buffalo, 
he reached Broadway with “Wine, 
Women and Song” in 1904. His im- 
presh of David Warfield in “The 
Music Master” in this production 


aspringboarded him to Broadway.suc- 
cess. 

Among the plays in which he ap- 
peared, not only in New York, but 
in London and on the road in this 
country, were “The Gay White 


He purchased the McKinley the- 
atre, Canton, about 20 years ago, ac- 
quiring the Mozart in 1931 and the 
State, an old-time vaude house, in 
1945. His two sons, Jerome and 
Irving, were associated with him in 
operation of theatres, and a brother, 
Leonard, managed the State. 

His widow and another brother 
also survive. 





GEORGE A. SPRING 

George Aloysius Spring, 68, for- 
mer owner and operator of the old 
Pantomine Theatre, one of the first 
motion picture houses in Columbus, 
O., died Sept. 15 in Columbus. He 
also had owned and operated the 
Arch City Theatre, one of the first 
Columbus nabes, and later operated 
the Tornado Stock Co. He had been 
a concessionaire in recent years, 

Widow, two sons, a brother and 
two sisters survive, 





MYRON E. BARNES 

_Myron E. Barnes, 83, former 
singer, voice teacher, and choral di- 
rector, died in Tiffin, O., Sept. 20. 

Once associated with Victor Her- 
bert when the latter conducted the 
Pittsburgh Symphony, Barnes later 
directed choruses at Pennsylvania 
State College for Women, Pitts- 
burgh; Beloit (Wis.) College, and 
Rockford (Ill.) College for Women. 
He retired in 1935. 





TONY MURRELL 
Tony Murrell, 60, clown who 
toured for many years in circuses in 
South Africa, died in Durban, Aug. 7, 
He had been featured with Fillis’s 
Circus and later with Pagel’s Circus, 
considered toppers in that territory. 





MOE SILVER 
Moe Silver, 60, vet vaude per- 
former, died in Miami, Sept. 20. 
Remains were brought to N. Y. for 
burial. 
He had been a blackface comedian 








for many years as member of the 
vaude team of Silvers, Stance and 
Dinkins. 
Survived by 
daughter. 


widow, son and 





NORMAN BALLARD 
Norman Ballard, 67, operator of 
the Brown Club, French Lick, Ind., 
and a former owner of the Sells- 
Floto Circus, died in Chicago, Sept. 
16. Burial was in French Lick, Ind. 

MARTIN J. CLARKE 
Martin J. Clarke, 55, former co- 
owner of the Rustic Lodge, night 
club near Monroe, Mich., died Sept. 


118 in Toledo. 





Mother, 70, of Norman Elson, vee- 


pee of Translux Theatres, died in 
New York, Sept. 20. Survived by 
husband, another son and two 


daughters. 





Judge Charles Henry Cooper, 81, 
father of Gary Cooper, died Sept. 17 
in Hollywood. He served two terms 





in Montana Supreme Court before 
moving to California in 1924. 
Mother of Boogie Woogie Sher- 


man, comic, and Bebe Sherman, 
nitery singer, died at her home in 
Chicago last week. 





Father of Dorothy Wenzel, nitery 
and vaude dancer, died last week in 
New York. Body was taken to Pitts- 
burgh for burial. 











Postwar Debs 


Continued from page 1 =I 


feller’s daughter at New York's Ritz- 
Carlton will also be on a luxurious 
scale with Davis’ orchestra of 35 
pieces attending to the musical 
chores. Other gals from such sgo0- 
cially prominent families as the 
Campbell Soup Dorrances, the Fire- 
stones, Rockefellers, Pews (Sun Oil) 
and Pulitzers are also skedded to 
make their bows to society on an 
equally sumptuous scale. One gal’s 
coming out may pyramid into several 
receptions, as relatives often hold 
additional parties. 

Davis, who handles the _lion’s 
share of society’s musical business, 
more or less dominates the eastern 
field from Washington, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, New York and Boston. 
He stated business was brisk this 
summer at Newport, R. I., an indi- 
cation of the big season to come. 
Recent hike of musicians’ wages 
meant little to Davis’ bookings since 
he pays more than scale anyway. 
Slight increase in clients’ fees 
caused by pay boost is practically 
negligible compared to their total 
entertainment outlay. 


High taxes, too, are not proving a 
deterrent to the prodigality of the 
400, who apparently are content to 
pay for this pageantry despite fact 
expenditures for such affairs can- 
not be deducted from their incomes. 
High spot of the coming social sea- 
son will be hit with the resumption 
of Philadelphia’s Assembly Ball at 
the Hotel Bellevue-Stratford this 
winter. Most exclusive ball in the 
country was under wraps during the 
war years. 

Interesting sidelight on how Davis 
and his music has so entrenched it- 
self is borne out in a letter the 
maestro received from Mrs. C. 
Oliver Iselin, Jr., of Virginia and 
New York, who recently wrote: 
“Don’t forget our date in 1961.” 
Davis, who has played at weddings 
of both her daughters, explained this 
date referred to the coming-out of 
her granddaughter. 

Seemingly a trend, 
dates have also been set by the 
Thomas J. Claggetts, the former 
Nancy Leighter of Washington so- 
ciety, who seeks Davis for their 
daughter’s coming-out in 1964. The 
Edgar Scotts, of Philadelphia, have 
also put in a bid for his orchestra 
in 1950. 


Black Market 


Continued from page 1 











long range 














equal any seen before the war, low- 
er-budgeted clubs designed for the 
not-so-wealthy are virtually empty 
after 10:30 or 11 p.m. 

Bistros like the Cafe de la Paix 
are doing ropes-up business, with 
champagne selling for 2,000 francs a 
quart. For Americ ns on a night- 
life tour prices are not too tough 
if francs are bought on the black 
market. Official bank exchange calls 
for 120 to the dollar, but black 
bourse prices fluctuate in the neigh- 
borhood of 225-250 francs per buck. 
Nevertheless, to the average French- 





man francs are a 120 to the dollar 


and prices are just too steep for any 
but the cake-eating set. 

While nitery prices have skyrock- 
eted, legit shows are still reasonable, 
with most of them doing good busi- 
ness. Current best coin is being 
rung up by the Folies Bergere with 
up-front orchestra seats going for 





Beats French Postcards 


French postcards sold on the 
side streets in prewar Paris have 
given way to a newer and much 
more lucrative bit of merchan- 
dise. 

According to John F. Royal, 
NBC exec veepee over television 
who returned recently from a 
European tour, the moppets who 
used to approach every Ameri- 
can tourist with a bunch of the 
postcards in their hands are now 
selling black market currency. 
Where they get the illegal francs 
is a mystery, with some rumors 
the kids are being run by a 
“Fagin.” Whatever the case, 
though, they’re doing a terrific 
business, according to Royal. 





180 francs, equivalen. to about $1.15 
American. Show staging has been 
lavish without exception in spite of 
shortages and Parisians seem to feel 
the current Folies is as good as any 
prewar edition. There has been little 
advance or reservation sale in most 
houses, and while the shows are al- 
most always crowded, tix are always 
available for last-minute purchasers. 

As usual here, anything can be 
bought for a price, with everyone 
who can afford it trading on the 
black market. Result is that the rich, 
most of whom have some interest in 
the illegal trading, are very, very 
rich, and the rest of the people have 
little enough for necessities, let alone 
for showbiz entertainment. 














Copyright Ruling 


Continued from page 2 





the other firm, the court ruled the 
American work was not protected by 
the copyright laws of Italy. Protec- 
tion of the works by foreign authors 
in Italy when published abroad is 
ruled by international agreement 
more than by Italian law, the court 
stated. 


Court, taking note of the Berne 
conventions, stated that as a general 
rule a citizen belonging to one of the 
countries in attendance at the con- 
ventions and a member of the in- 
ternational union there established, 
whatever his native country’s laws 
may be, thereby secures copyright in 
all convention countries by the pub- 
lication of his work in his native 
land. Italy is a member of the 
union, but the United States is not. 


No Reciprocity 


Italian law also grants protection 
to foreign works when the authors 
are living in Italy and their works 
are first published in Italy, or when 
protection is granted due to “reci- 
procity or equality of treatment.” 
Court disposed of the first condition 
since Lewis was not living in Italy. 
Under the second condition, the 
court noted that this called for 
“formal or diplomatic reciprocity,” 
meaning that reciprocity treatment 


,must exist between Italy and the 


wy & Under the Presidential 
Proclamation of June 3, 1922, the 
court said, a statement of the copy- 
right notice is required on the title 
page of the work and two copies of 
the book, plus a “manufacturing af- 
fidavit,” must be filed in the Library 
of Congress at Washington. 

Under the Italian law, whenever 
an author’s native country subjects 
protection to compliance with such 
formalities, the foreign work must 
be subject to corresponding formali- 
ties in Italy. 

In an opinion sent to one of his 
clients, Karp pointed out that al- 
though the decision refers specifi- 
caHy to a book, it’s equally effective 
against music. Unless all publishers 
file the two copies of the work and 
a manufacturer’s affidavit in Italy, 
consequently, their works are not 
protected by Italian copyright and 
can be picked up and published in 
Italy wihout permission. 

Fact that American film companies 
handle their own distribution in 
Italy would seem to rule out any pos- 
sibility of infringement on film 
copyrights. Under the _ decision, 
however, it’s believed there would 
be nothing to prevent an Italian pro- 
ducer from turning out a picture 
based on the American product. In 
addition, an Italian distrib getting his 
hands on a print of an American 
film, could have additional prints 
made and distribute them to Italian 
theatres for his own profit, without 
legal recourse. 
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MARRIAGES 


Anita Burton to Jerry Kauffman 
Hollywood, Sept. 22. Bride is daugh- 
ter of Val Burton, Universal pro. 
ducer; groom is WB studio publicist, 


Paula Knight to Charles Lee 
Quick, Chicago, Sept. 23. Bride igs 
with the Chicago Opera Co. and 


soloist in Grant Park concerts. 


Mildred Brown to James McCann 
Philadelphia, Sept. 21. Groom is 
KYW announcer; brid’ is on staff of 
Wellman ad agency in that city. 


Priscilla Stephenson to Paul Win- 
slow, Chicago, Sept. 19. Bride is a 
dancer in the Chicago “Oklahoma!” 
cast 


Geraldine Goeske to Connie 
O’Dea, Chicago, Sept. 21. Bride ig 
a member of ABC central press 
division; groom is head of the ABC 
news setup. 


Beverly Schnitzer to Larry Pars. 
ley, in New York, Sept. 19. Bride 
is daughter of Edward M. Schnitzer, 


eastern sales manager of United 
Artists. 
Margaret Douthitt to Sammy 


Nestico, Pittsburgh, Sept. 11. Groom's 
with the Joey Sims band. 


Gertrude Shay to Charles A. An- 
derson, Kingwood, W. Va., recently. 
G-oom heads Alpine theatre circuit 
and bride managed h'‘s Romney, 
W. Va., house. 


Sally Warren to Ear] B. Steele in 
Chicago, Sept. 21. Bride is publicity. 
promotion manager of Today's 
Woman, a Fawcett publication. 


Agnes Corthell to Herman 
dam, New York, Sept. 19. 
assistant to 
Loew circuit. 
Ruth Franzen to Bill Stulla, Holly. 
wood, Sept. 15. Groom is a writer- 
announcer at KFI; bride formerly 
produced at the same station, 


Pots- 
Groom is 
vaude booker for the 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Pascuzzi, son, 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. Father's Pitt 
Symphony Orch drummer, 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Peyton, 
daughter, Miami, Sept. 9. Father's 


an entertainer and Pittsburgh nite 
club owner. 


Mr. and Mrs. Irv Litman, son, 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. Father’s man- 
ager of Mercur Music Bar there. 
Mr. and Mrs. Royal Dano, son, New 
York, Sept. 19. Groom is actor, ap- 
pearing in “Barnaby and Mr, O’Mal- 
ley.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Duke Goldstone, son, 
Los Angeles, Sept. 19. Father is as- 


sistant production manager for 
George Pal at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs, Eddie Cronjager, 
daughter, Hollywood, Sept. 18. 


Father is a studio cameraman, 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Kaufman, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, Sept. 16. Father is 
account exec at KFWB. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McAdoo, 
daughter, Los Angeles, Sept. 20. 
Father is a film cutter at Paramount. 
Mr. and Mrs. Nat Taviss, daugh- 
ter, Montreal, Sept. 14. Father is 
radio and stage actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gorton, son, 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. Father trains 
animals for the films. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Harbert, son, 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. Father is an art 
director at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Cassidy, son, 
Cincinnati, Sept. 15. Father is WLW 
public relations director; mother, 
Rita Hackett, conducts “Crossroads 
Cafe” show on same station. 


Fred Allen 


Continued from page 1 
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If you work out a successful format 
somebody immediately copies it. 
Many comedy writers think nothing 
of plagiarizing or digging down into 
a file of standard old-time gags ana 
jokes for their supposedly original 
material.” Writing practically all 
of his own show keeps him busy 
almost every minute and leaves him 
no time for other pursuits, Allen 
says. 

He’s really anxious to doa Broad- 
way show again and has had several 
offers recently, he says. When he 
was taking a year and.a half vaca- 
tion, there weren’t any shows for 
him, he avers. Now that he’s tied 
up, the offers are pouring in—it’s 
always that way, he points out. 

It really isn’t practical to put 
radio comedy writers on an annual 
guaranteed salary, in Allen's opinion. 
“There’s usually a staff of comedy 
writers and some members may con~- 
tribute practically nothing 





through the year,” he explains. 
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Broadway 


Ethel Smith, the organist, to Ber- 
muda on a holiday. 

Professional Chiidren’s School 
starting a $200,000 drive for school 
improvements. ’ 

Katharine Cornell and_ Guthrie 
McClintic celebrated their 25th wed- 
ding anniversary. ae : 
After his first vacation in 15 years 
Paul Duke is playing dates, opening 
at the Olympia, Miami. 


s Barrett McCormick, RKO pub- 
ad topper, on the Coast for couple | 
weeks of confabs on plans, 

Ben Piazza, RKO talent head, due 
in from the studio tomorrow 
(‘Thurs.) for a Broadway 0.0. 

Horace MacMahon back in Gotham 
after 14 months touring with the 
USO hospital unit, “Fun Follies.” 

Humphrey Doulens to the Coast 
today (Wednesday) to handle _ fall | 


opera and radio dates for Lily Pons. 
Eddie Buzzell, Metro director, kept 
west while the studio labor situation 
is tense but due east for a holiday 
shortly. 

Howard Marsh, former musicom- 
edv actor and producer, new manag- 
ine director of Gladstone hotel’s Vic- 
torian Room. : 

Lillian Jenkins, publicity director 
of Madison Square Garden, recuper- 
ating at Hershey hotel, Hershey, Pa., 
after operation 

Agent Eddie 
court cases aS 4a 
Plains, N._ Y. 
Charlie Schlaifer. 

The Bob Sisks due from Holly- 
wood soon to place their daughter 
Marion in a finishing school. He’s 
the film producer. 

Republic Pies birthday - partyed 
Gene Autry yesterday (Tuesday) at 
the Sherry-Netherland, a day be- 
fore he opened with the Rodeo. 

Tom O'Brien, British laborite MP, 
over here for American Federation 
of Labor convention, lunching with 
Dick Walsh, IATSE head, at Hotel 
Astor 

Eddie Sutherland, in from Coast 
to set “Abie’s Irish Rose” film, week- 
ended with Grad Sears, United Ar- 


auditioning 
at White 


Smith 
juror 
Ditto 


tists distribution veepee, in West- 
chester. . . 
Sidney Skolsky is east with his 


14-year-old daughter, who he says 
is “as big as I am—if you can call 
that big.” 

Dorothy Sarnoff and Virginia Mac- 
Watters, last seen on Broadway in 
“Rosalinda,” singing in City Center’s 
opera production of “La Boheme” 
Sat. (28) 

Hal Horne and wife, Lee, on their 
way upstate to view locations for 
shooting “This Side of Innocence” 
scenes and then to the Thousand 
Islands for fishing. 

NBC announcer Dick Dudley an- 
niversary-partyed the Ed Kirbys. 
As Col. Kirby he was Dudley’s su- 
perior with the Armed Forces Net- 
work during the war. 

Mrs. Al Lichtman slated for an 
ear operation at Dr. Julius Lempert’s 
rivate hospital during current New 
fork stay. The Metro exec returns 
to the Coast next week. 

Eddie Aaron, Metro assistant gen- 
eral salesmanager, leaving today 
(Wednesday) for a month’s swing 
through Metro exchanges in the 
midwest and on the Coast. 

James Gow, Maxine Wood and 
Abram Hill to speak at forum on 
‘The Negro and American Theatre” 
at Fraternal Clubhouse Oct. 7 under 
Stage for Action sponsorship. 

Harry Burns who is in Tt Hap- 
pones in Brooklyn,” new Durante- 

inatra film (Metro), in town for 
couple of weeks, to dispose of some 
realty, then back to Hollywood. 

Unveiling of sculptured portrait 
of Joe Louis’ hands by Ray Shaw 
took place Monday (23) at artist's 
Studio before various celebs and 
champ who was guest of honor. 
League of New York Theatres’ 
Jim Reilly can’t see the Paramount 
building clock because of the new 
Times building going up blocks his 
vision. So he had to buy a desk 
ticker. 

Ted R. Gamble, Oregon exhibitor, 
awarded Civilian Medal for Merit 
in recognition of his efforts in be- 
half of six War Loan drives by Sec- 
retary of the Treasury John W. 
Snyder. 

Al Jolson probably won’t wait for 
Opening of “The Jolson Story” at the 
Music Hall, returning to the Coast 
following the American Veterans 
Committee testimonial dinner to him 
next Tuesday (1). 

June Allyson and husband Dick 
Powell due in from the Coast to- 
morrow (Thursday). Metro pro- 
ducer Pandro S.° Berman arrived 
from the Coast Monday (23); 20th- 
Fox's Bill Perlberg and Lew Schrei- 
ber over the weekend, also agent- 
writer Jerry Horwin. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Curly’s nitery holding over Im- 
@ginators. 

Bob Whelan, RKO-Orpheum man- 
ager, vacationing. 

Norman Pyle, M-G-M exploiteer, 
back from a Hollywood vacation. 

Fay Dressel, RKO branch man- 
oa in New York for sales confer- 

North Star Drama Guild’s initial 
Of Cane, will be “June Moon” week 





of Oct. 


Lyceum, legit roadshow house, 
&cts Mandrake, the magician, next 
week (30). ‘ 

Bob Wolheim, transferred from 





| Minnesota’s 
Variety club this week, to commem.- | 
to | 

| riage last year to Mary Kelsey, non- 


20th-Fox’s | 





Omaha, an addition to Columbia 
sales staff here. 


Hotel Dyckman Robin Hood Room 


floorshow has Tung Ping Soo, 
Chinese magician. 

Fred Eisenberg, United Artists’ | 
salesman, laid up with couple of|of a 


broken ribs sustained in bathroom | 


fall. 


Ted Bolnick, business associate of | 
Bennie Berger and general manager | 
celebrating | core. 

| stant Wife,” revived after 20 years | 


orchestra. | 2* the Arts Theatre Club, Sept. 10. 


of his theatre circuit, 
30th anni in show biz. 
Andre Kostelanetz 


| brought here by Al Sheehan, drew | 
near capacity at Auditorium foi 
Sunday (15) afternoon concert. 
William Evidon, son of Independ- 
ent Poste: Exchange manager, 


awarded Presidential citation as 
member of carrier Cabot crew in| 
| World War Another son, member | 
| of submarine crew, lost life 
Fred Allen and wife (Portland 
Hoffa) here for Allen’s appearance 
as toastmaster at University of 


dinner for Northwest 
orate latter's successful drive 
raise funds for heart hospital. 
Ben Friedman, indie circuit owner, 
member of foursome team that 
state professional-amateur golf tour- 
nament, with three professionals and 
one amateur on each team and Fried- 
man coming through with eagle on 
seventeenth hole to win the match. 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 
Hotel Martinique, new hotel on 
North Beach section, will be ready 
by Jan. 1. 
Jennie Grossinger and Milt Black- 
stone due here to set up Pancoast 
hotel operation. 


Chez Paree still on the block. 


resume operation for season. 

Brook Club, top casino in Beach 
area, may not reopen this season, 
with one of the top partners bowing 
out. 

Benny Streit, who owns 
hotel, rendezvous for the sporting 
fraternity, will also operate the new 
Sands hotel. 

Mickey Michaels, managing direc- 
tor of Cadillac hotel, has set Irving 
Fields and his orch for his Candleite 
Patio for season. 


Harry Friedlander, former oper- 
ator of Paddock Club, will run room 
in huge Blackstone hotel in down- 
town Miami Beach. 


Terrace club, which Lou Walters 
operated until last season, still on 
block, with no takers. Spot has 
largest seating capacity in area. 

Local club ops okayed deal with 
AFM local anent reclassification and 
hike in scale for musickers. Most 
ops dropping idea of bringing in 
out-of-town bands. 

Pupi Campo (current at La Conga, 
N. Y.) and Diosa Costello, his frau, 
set for Five o’Clock opening before 
the New Year. Joey Adams, Mark 
Plant and Tony Canzoneri set to 
follow. 

Many seasonal ops of hotels will 


not raise rates despite OPA — 
ing 


do same. Claim they'll be ta 
guests’ money and turning it over 
to Goverhment in higher income tax 
brackets. 

Bids for acts for Broward county 
offer choice of two spots—Colonial 
or La Boheme. Chances are that 
La Boheme will be the hot spot for 
acts if okay comes through on ca- 
sinos in that county. 

Clover Club’s Jack Goldman has 
set Betty Reilly and Vagabonds for 
December date. Vagabonds will stay 
in for season, doubling between 
room named after them in spot and 
the big room for set shows. Deal 
includes salary and percentage. 

Beachcomber’s Ned Schuyler flew 
to Coast to look over talent. Thus 
far only Jackie Miles set for open- 
ing show (Dec. 19), with Willie How- 
ard booked in for later in season. 
Miles goes into Lou Wolter’s Latin 
Quarter on Palm Island after Beach- 
comber stint. 





Washington 


By Flerence 8. Lowe 


Little Jack Little checking 
El Patio nitery, Sept. 30. 
Joe Moss a frequent 
these days, said to be location hunt- 

ing for a new D. C. nitery spot. 

Joseph Blair, who has been learn- 
ing the business at the Metro ex- 
change here, is being sent to the Far 
East for Loew’s International. 

Bert Tucker, Sophy’s boy, who had 
a brief fling in nitery biz here last 
Spring, writes friends that he is 


into 


mulling nightclub offers in Miami, | 


N. Y. and D. C. 

Office of Alier Property 
todian, which still controls film and 
music rights for enemy and occupied 


Justice around Oct. 1. 

Nate Golden, film expert for Dept. 
of Commerce, returned from vaca- 
tion to find he had been handed 
chore of heading D. C.’s campaign 
for “Employ the Physically Handi- 
capped Week,” starting Oct. 6. 

William Wells, UNRRA film head, 
back from his junket to Europe, 
where he handled picture details at 
UNRRA Council meeting at Geneva. 
Also conferred with Rank people on 
a short to be made by “This Modern 
Age,” the new British version of 
“March of Time.” 


won | 


| sioned 


If | 
no bidders appear, King Bros. will | 


Grand | 


London 


Irwin Dash sails 
Queen Elizabeth on Oct. 16. 


Mrs. on the 
The George Posfords are parents 
second son, Stephen James 
Douglas, born Sept. 12. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sydney Hyams off | 
to New York on the Queen Mary on | 
combined biz and pleasure trip. 

Somerset Maugham’s “The Con- | 





Somerset Maugham here on his 
first visit nee the war and intends | 
to stay in London till the end of 1946, 

Yiddish version of Shakespeare's 
“The Merchant of Venice’ doing 
capacity biz at New Yiddish theatre, | 
East Side 

Anthony Hawtrey’s production of 
adaptation of “Jane Eyre” by Helen 
Jerome was well received at Em- 
bassy, Sept. 10. 

Dave Coplan, London head of 
United Artists, and wife off to} 
Cannes for fortnight for belated | 
honeymoon vacation. 

Sonnie Hale discloses secret mar- | 


professional. Was formerly wed to 
Evelyn Laye, then Jessie Matthews. | 


Tessie O’Shea is out of the Lon-| 
don Palladium show “High Time” | 
due to difference with Val Painell 
with Vera Pearce now rehearsing to 


take her place. 
Archer Films “A Matter of Life | 
and Death,” which goes into Met 


os 


| Empire, Nov. 1, is the first film made 


by J. Arthur Rank organization to 
get an Empire showing. 
While at Covent Garden recently, 


| the New York Ballet Co. commis- 
composer | 


Benjamin Britten, 
of “Peter Grimes,” to write a ballet 
score for Agnes de Mille. 

With transfer of “Crime and Pun- 
ishment” from New to Globe, cast 
also changes, with star Edith Evans 
being replaced by Rosalind Atkin- 
son, whose role is now taken over 
by Betty Sinclair. 

“Is Your Honeymoon Really Nec- 
essary,” in its third vear in the West 
End and long-run leader, has had 
many marriages of cast members. 
These include Vernon Kelso and Ha- 
ze] Lawrence, now man and wife. 

Olive March, director of the Lit- 
tle Players theatre in Notting Hill, 
is transferring her activities by tak- 
ing over the Gateway theatre in 
Bayswater, another small try-out 
house. Plans her first venture there 
in October. 

Annual Royal Variety Perform- 
ance, in aid of Variety Artists 
Benevolent Fund and Institution, set 
for London Palladium, Nov. 4. Two 
American acts likely to be included 
in it are the Three Sailors and Three 
Ross Sisters. 

Broadcast licenses in Great Britain 
and Ireland now number 10,673,000, 
which include 1,756 for television. 
But figure does not indicate number 
of television sets now in use as hold- 
ers need not take out television li- 
censes until their ordinary licenses 


Pittsburgh 





its circuit. 
houses, 

_ There are indications that the war- 
time restrictions on new theatre 
erection may be made lighter in the 
near future. 

Ray Alsop, Aussie technician, re- 
cently in the U. S. look-seeing video, 
has been lecturing on subject to local 
projectionists. 

Williamson-Tait’s revival of “Rose 


They are mostly nabe 


Marie” in Sydney has reached eight | 
weeks and will continue, biz being | 
| hefty. 


Local talent used. 
“Follow the Girls.” the 
liamson-Tait show, 


Wil- 


new 


Sydney. Lois Green will have the 
lead, with Freddy Carpenter pro- 
| ducing. 


Cass Marshall 


Arnott 


appointed by Clive 
io head the new United Art- 
sts licity setup. Marshall 
comes irom Hoyts, but more 
cently is out of the service 
Aussie government headed by 


ad-pu 


re- 


Prime Minister Chifly indicates that | 
; the treasury can’t promise any 


ma- 
jor tax deductions if returned to 
power. He said no promise could be 
made either about the entertainment 
tax, highest in the world. 


: Chicage 


Ed Kennely back at the Oriental 
theatre after a vacation 

Audrey Totter back from Ho 
wood to visit her folks here. 

Maria Jeritza made her first con- 


cert appearance here since 1934. 
| With Phil Regan at the Blackstone 


Frances Polly’s birthday party at the 
Cameo. 

Elsa Maxwell in town to confe! 
with Chi Opera biggies on running 
an Opera Ball. 

Mike Todd and son through town 
to Lawrenceville, N. J., where Junior 
is going to school. 

Joe Sherman, out of the Garrick 
Stage Door bar, planning to open an 
eatery on Randolph street. 

Henny Youngman opens at the 
Latin Quarter Friday (27), with Ar- 
thur Lee Simpkins held over. 

Jussi Bjoerling due in Oct. 7 to 
sing with the Chi Opera company in 
“La Boheme” and “Rigoletto.” 

Lucia Perrigo has succeeded to Ted 
Tod’s WB exploitation spot, with the 


latter shifting to Vanguard (Selz- 
nick). 

Vivian Blaine and her’ spouse- 
agent, Manny Franks, hosted the 


| press in stopover on their way back 


to Hollywood. 

Jerry White, general stage man- 
ager for “Oklahoma!” rehearsed the 
cast despite a leg infection and 
against doctor’s orders. 

Judy Blair, formerly with George 
Olsen’s band, replaces Dottie Dotson 
with Del Courtney at the Palace 
hotel, San Francisco, Oct. 27. 

The Pat O’Briens check into the 
Blackstone this week to visit friends 





By Hal Cohen 

Irene Small and Gregg Courtland 
have teamed in singing act. 

Announcer Ed Schaughency and 
his wife off to California for vaca- 
tion. 

Lee Brinker named assistant to 
manager Mannie Greenwald at Barry 
theatre. 

Joe Josack, Jr., veteran showman, 
has gone back to the Coast to make 
his home. 

Etzi Covato, of Villa Madrid, and 
Joe Mazzei, of Art Cinema, home 
from Miami vacations. 

Murray Minster, WJAS announcer, 


out. of commission with bad tonsils | 
which have to come out. 
Jackie and Didi Fields have 


| 
moved into their new home after a 


year of downtown hotel! life. 
Johnny Harris leaves for Holly- 
wood this weekend to take John, Jr., 
back to military school there. 
Charlie Danver, who writes “Pitts- 
burghesque” column in the Post- 
Gazette, taking two weeks off. 
Playhouse will have another orig- 
inal musical by Charlie Gaynor next 
spring for first time in five years. 
Sara Ann McCabe, Cantu, Ethel 











visitor here | job ! | 
| being laid up three months from an | 





Cus- | 


countries, becomes part of Dept of | in 





Lynn and Homer Ochsenhirt’s band 
make up Terrace Room's reopening 


and catch the Notre Dame-Illinois 
game at Champaign before going on 
to N. ¥. 

Allan Jones opens a Midwest con- 
cert trek in Grand Rapids Sept. 28. 
Tour will hit towns in Michigan, 
Illinvis and Indiana, including a date 
here Oct. 6, and winds up Nov. 1, 
following which Jones goes into the 
Roxy, N. 


oe ee 


Atlantic City 
By Joseph W. Walker 


Resort flooded past week with 18 
| conventions which didn’t do amuge- 
ment biz here any harm. 


Helen Jepson in town to sing to- 





night (23) for members of the 
American Nurses’ Assn. in session 
here. 


Clicquot Club luring convention 
folk with Bert Stone, Grayce Ed- 
wards, LaBlanco & Garcia, Tato & 
Julia, Rose Gallo and Danny Lu- 
cera’s orch. 

Babette’s to remain open all year. 
Current shows has Beth Challis 
featured with Jacqueline Deauville, 
Muriel Jayne, Joyce Aimee, Freddy 
Bowers and orch. 





show. 
Organist Everett Haydn back on | 
job at 7th Avenue hotel lounge after | 


auto crackup. 








Couple of Pittsburghers, Gene 
Kelly and Mary Lou Williams, are 
profiled in September issue of | 
| Sex enteen mag. 

. 
Australia 

Georges Thill. French tenor. js 

|giving additional concerts for the 


Australian Broadcasting Commission. 
Terry Walker premieres in Sydney 

“Soldier’s Wife” for Whitehall 
Productions at the Minerva, Sept. 16. 

Outdoor amusement parks open 
their summer season this month. 
Most new attractions are from the 
Uv. S 


Efforts are still being made in 
Aussie keys to find a public for Rus- 
sian-made pix, but the going is 
tough. 

Sir Ben Fuller is purchasing a site 
in Brisbane for a new theatre to 
house live talent shows in the near 
future. 

Greater Union Theatres -is 
acding more former_indie theatres to 





still | 


‘(March 11). , 


J. R. Gallagher, head of the Resort 
Restaurant Assn. joined those pro- 
testing the rollback on menus by 
sending telegram to OPA’s Paul 
Porter. Meanwhile restaurants con- 


| tinue regular prices. 


Fall season finds WFPG’s “Forum 
of the Air” back with the Rev. C. 


|Robert Pedersen again serving as 


moderator. On the airwaves each 
Thursday night it deals with the 


| city’s problems and ! as wide follow- 


ing. 
Life’s picture series and story of 
the Beauty Pageant scored by the 


| Business and Professional Women’s 
|Club here (18). Women 


in a reso- 
lution termed it “most unfriendly” 
and “most unjustified.” Protest will 
be sent to mag’s publisher and edi- 
tors. 


Atlantic City Teacher's Associa- 
tion to open winter concert and lec- 
ture series Nov. 7 when Monsignor 
Flanagan's Boys’ Town choir ap- 
pears. Others booked are U. S. Ma- 
rine Band (Nov. 23), Stuart Chase, 
commentator (Jan. 21), Indianapolis 
eyes § orchestra (Feb. 8), Her- 
bert C. Lanks, illustrated lecturer 


‘ 





vill open soon in| *! 


Ford stopped over to visit | 


Ann Sheridan a surprise visitor at | 
| wyn to Paramount flackery. 


Hollywood 


Leslie Goodwins divorced. 

Arthur Murray laid up with fu. 

John Te Groen bedded with fiu. 

Lew Schreiber trained to Chicago, 

Marie Nelson divorced Guido Zane 
nett, 


Philip Dorn bedded with bron- 
chitis. 

Smiley Burnette injured in a horse 
accident. 

Sid Marvin to Las Vegas to open 
t El Cortez. 

Marvin Miller hospitalized tor 
Kn o¢ urgery. 

Eddie Buzzeli cancelled his ; trip 
to New York. 

James S. Burkett laid uy a 
sprained back. 

Ann Sothern and Robert erling 
talking divorce 

Charles Reisner recuperating trom 
mincr surgery. 
| Johnny Sands laid up with sun- 
| burn poisening. 

John Wexley in from Manhattan 


play gandering. 


John Hediak hospitalized with 


| sacro-iliac injury, 


Bill Doll to San Francisco on b 
ss for Mike Todd 

Hedy Lamarr laid up with flu and 
a tempersture of 102. 


iSle 


re 


Ann Baxter recovering from emer- 
gency appendectomy. 
| Andra Verne, Polish actress, feted 
by the Friends of Poland. 

George Kelly organizing a Holly- 
wood branch of the Friars 

Bill Latham switched from Gold- 


Gwynne Pickford to Mexico to join 


| her husband, Bud Ornstein. 


Mary Astor escaped injury hen 
a cigaret set her bed afire 

Jack Carson sued for divorce by 
the former Kay St. Germain. 

Lee Harris recovering from sur- 


gery in a Santa Monica hospital. 

Darius Milhaud in town to yander 
“The Private Affairs of Be] Ami.” 

Lon Hoss and the missus celebrate 
ing their S5th wedding anniversary. 

Vera-Ellen returned to the Gold- 
wyn lot after gandering Broadway. 

Lew Rosen, distributor for Repube 
lic in Hawaii, in town for studio cone 
fabs. 

Jerry Mayer, recovering from sur- 
gery, will return to his Mctro post 
Oct. 1. 

John Clifford resumed his screen 


writing after three years in the 
Army. 

Peter Murray-Hill, British actor, 
in from London for American film 


chores, 

Gordon Hollingshead hospitalized 
with injuries sustained in a fire at 
his home. 

Doris Blumberg, daughter of Nate 
Blumberg, and Stanley Meyer en- 
gaged to wed. 

Jarnes Craig won a pair of silver 
spurs as first prize in the Wyoming 
antelope hunt. 

Francis A. Bateman on a nation- 
wide tour as sales chief for Screen 
Guild Productions. 

David O. Selznick returned from 
three weeks of United Artists hud- 
dles in New York. 

Jacques Chambrun in from New 
York to hunt talent for his next 
Broadway production. 

Harry W. Flannery lectured on the 
European situation at the Hollywood 
Women’s Press Club. 

Edward Arnold became an honor- 
ary member of Sigma Phi Epsilon at 
University of Southern California. 

Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Ba- 
call moved into the house vacated 
by John Loder and Hedy Lama'r. 

Marilyn Buford, new “Miss Amer- 
ica,” visited Republic where she was 
a show girl in “Earl Carroll's Van- 
ities.” 

Paul Jarrico in from London 
where he huddled with Edward 
Dmytryk on the script of “The White 
Tower.” 

Jack Chertok returned from New 
York where he lined up accounts for 
his Apex Pictures Co., commercial 
film outfit. 

George Rangi Bennett, New Zea- 
land tobacco planter, doubling as ac- 
tor and technical adviser in “Green 
Dolphin Street” at Metro. 

Leighton Brill, West Coast rep for 
the Rodgers-Hammerstein combo, 
planed east to function as produc- 





tion assistant on the R-H play, 
“Happy Birthday,” starring Helen 
Hayes. 
Paris 
Bill O’Brien back to his Estoril 


(Portugal) sunshine. 

One of Laudy Lawrence's horses 
won a race at Longchamps. 

Cynda Glem getting the lyrics of 
her songs translated in French. 

“Fourth Little Show’ won't start 
rehearsals until after New Year's. 

Dave Blum back from his Euro- 
pean looksee with a heavy coat of 
tan. 

Niel Agnew dining with Jack For- 
rester before latter leaves for a week 
in Madrid. 

Harold L. Smith at the Bristol 
with his wife, and so swamped in 
work on his return he will have to 
wait to look for an apartment. 

Richard de Rochemont, March of 








Time producer, huddling for a few 


| days with Gilbert Conte and Maurice 
' Lancanter before returning to N. Y.. 
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LAUREN BACALL 


“THE BIG SLEEP” 


HARRY MAYER 
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